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This document provides details of the parish of Purleigh, its church and village life, 
together with locational benefits and amenities available in this part of Essex.  
 
 
 
 

1 The Parish of Purleigh 
2   Our Village Life 
3 All Saints Church, Purleigh 

3.1.      Church building 
     3.2       The Cock Clarks Room 

3.3       The Rectory 
3.4       Church Services 
3.5       Junior Church and Small Saints  
3.6       PCC 
3.7       Finance 
3.8       Friends of Purleigh Church 
3.9       Bell Ringing 
3.10 Purleigh Educational Trust 
 

4 Location and Amenities 
4.1 Maldon and Dengie  
4.2 Facilities  
4.3 Transport links 
4.4 Shopping 
4.5 Eating out 
 

5 Our Hopes for the Future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. THE PARISH OF PURLEIGH 
 

Purleigh is in the Diocese of Chelmsford; the Archdeaconry of Southend; and the 
Maldon and Dengie Deanery. For the past 28 years, this has been the shared Benefice 
of All Saints Purleigh, and St Stephen Cold Norton with St Mary and St Margaret 
Stow Maries. The patron of All Saints Purleigh is Oriel College Oxford. 
Our interregnum commenced on 14th January when our Priest retired after eight years 
service to the benefice of the three parishes. 
As part of the Maldon and Dengie deanery re-organisation, this parish will for the 
time being operate as a single Benefice. 
We have unanimously agreed we do not wish to vote on either Resolution A or 
Resolution B of the Priests Measure 1993 (ordination of women). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Purleigh is geographically a large rural parish, situated on the western edge of the 
Maldon and Dengie Deanery. Our local area known as the Dengie Hundred or the 
Dengie Peninsula is bounded by the Blackwater estuary to the north, the North Sea to 
the east and the river Crouch to the south. Purleigh is situated about 3 miles from 
Maldon and 10 miles from Chelmsford, with easy access to the A12 and rail links to 
London. 
Purleigh has a population of around 1,200. The 2001 appraisal showed an age 
structure of 17% aged 0-15, 65% 16-64. and 18% 65+. About 180 of the total 480 
dwellings are in the village centre, i.e. within one mile of the church; the rest being in 
outlying farms and in the adjacent hamlets of Howe Green, Rudley Green, Roundbush 
and Cock Clarks. There are several small businesses, including a large vineyard and 
farms with associated services. 
 
 
 
 



2.  THE VILLAGE LIFE 

 
“Purleigh is a lovely village in which to live; perish the thought that it should expand 
and lose its character. The community spirit and awareness of neighbours is 
wonderful, the atmosphere truly rural. We really enjoy living here and the peace of 
the countryside by and large is a real bonus in this modern world.” 
 
Purleigh is a very active village with many local organisations - Playgroups, Mother 
and toddler groups, Brownies, Whist group and Whist drives, Military Drive, Folk 
Dancing, Bowls, Women’s Institute, Stitch and Crafts Club, Quilters, Gardeners, Bell 
Ringers, Handbell ringers. 

 
Purleigh has a well-maintained and actively used Village Hall. There is also a 
Playing Field with cricket square, football pitch, croquet area and children’s play area 
with swings etc. The playing field also has a pavilion with changing rooms, showers 
and a small hall.  
Purleigh has an active and caring Parish Council. For the Church, the Parish Council 
helps with the cost of maintenance of the closed churchyard and the graveyard, and 
also has helped with the cost of repairs to the church fabric. 
 
Village Shop/Post Office 
Our small village shop is a general store, Post Office and newsagent and as such is a 
daily focus for village life. 
 
The Parish Magazine produced each month is delivered to 400 homes keeping 
people in touch with village events. 
 
There are three Public Houses in the parish; one next to the Church, one in Cock 
Clarks and one at Roundbush. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘THE BELL’ Public House Purleigh 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Schools 
 
Primary School 
Purleigh County Primary School is situated in the centre of the village. It has a good 
reputation and children come from miles around. This year the school has 185 pupils, 
including a Moslem and a Hindu family. It is no longer a Church School, but the 
present Head teacher is a practising Christian, and the parish priest is welcomed in the 
school and takes some Services, e.g. Harvest Festival. The school performs a musical 
nativity play each year giving three performances in the church. The school has a 
good P.T.A. and its own swimming pool.  
 
Further education  
For older children there are “top of the tables” grammar schools in nearby Chelmsford 
and a school bus takes local children in each day. There are also excellent secondary 
schools in Colchester and Southend. 
There is a large comprehensive school in neighbouring Maldon. 
 
POPHA 
Purleigh is proud of POPHA (Purleigh Old Peoples Home Association). This is 
situated next door to the Rectory and comprises two blocks each with 6 well-
maintained flats for the elderly people of Purleigh or their relatives. 
 



POPHA (Purleigh Old Peoples Home Association) 
 
 

 
 
 

3. OUR CHURCH 
 
 
 

 
          
 



 
 

View across churchyard 
 

 
 

View from tower looking west 
 



3.1       ALL SAINTS CHURCH, PURLEIGH 
 

 
All Saints Church is an early 14th century building with some later additions and is a 
Grade 1 listed building. The church is situated on a hill-top roughly in the centre of 
the parish, with splendid views over the Blackwater estuary and the Dengie peninsula; 
and on a clear day a large portion of Essex.  
Restoration work carried out in the twentieth century put the church in good shape, 
followed by major work to the tower in the 1990’s. In 2000 the interior was 
replastered where necessary and redecorated. The 2007 Quinquennial report has 
indicated that there are no major problems with the fabric.  
The open chancel space together with a good acoustic, makes the church attractive for 
choirs and other music groups to give concerts in the church. 
There is a closed graveyard surrounding the church and further church yard opposite 
with an area reserved for cremated ashes. Additional burial space has recently been 
donated. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
3.2 THE COCK CLARKS ROOM 
 
There is an extension to the church, built in 2003, which comprises a small 
hall/meeting room, kitchen and toilets. This has improved the facilities and offers 
great opportunities to the church community. As well as a meeting room, it is used by 
the Sunday school and the Small Saints parent and toddlers group. It is also used to 
provide refreshments following services and for events held in the church. 
 
 

 
Cock Clarks room in use after church service 



 
Cock Clarks Room - hospitality after a service! 

 
 
 

 
 

Exterior view of Cock Clarks Room 
 
 

 
3.2 THE RECTORY 
 
The Rectory, situated about fifty yards down the hill from the church is a good 
modern 4 bedroom house with oil-fired central heating and double glazing. The 
ground floor is on two levels and comprises, entrance hall, study, a good size lounge 
with a sunny aspect and patio doors leading to a small terrace and the rear garden, 
inner hall, dining room, good size kitchen plus utility room and downstairs 
cloakroom. The dining room and kitchen overlook the rear garden. The first floor 
comprises, 4 bedrooms, bathroom and separate shower room. There is a garage and a 
good size garden overlooking a meadow, which is Glebe land.  



  
Left front view of Rectory                       Right front view of Rectory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rear view of Rectory                                   View from rear of Rectory 
 
3.4       CHURCH SERVICES 
 
During the last incumbency our pattern of Services has been a 10 a.m. Eucharist on 
three Sundays a month the others being shared with the other churches in the benefice 
as it was. Once a month we had Choral Evensong, and one 8am Communion service 
using the Book of Common Prayer. Average attendance at the Eucharist is 25-30. The 
number on the electoral Roll is 56; 10 of these live outside the parish. During the past 
year, we have had 3 Baptisms, 2 Marriages and 5 Funerals. 
 
Our churchmanship could be considered “Middle of the Road”. We like our Services 
to be welcoming, dignified and spiritually uplifting. Lay participation is encouraged 
and congregation members assist by reading lessons, leading Intercessions and 
performing Sacristan’s duties. A Server assists the priest and we have five people 
licensed to use the chalice. We use the rites from Common Worship and hymns from 
Common Praise (Mission Praise is also available) We have an organist, and a small 
unrobed choir and usually sing the ordinary of the Mass (except the creed), and the 
Canticles and an introit at Evensong.  
 
We have held occasional Study Groups. 
 



Robes are always worn for services: usually alb, stole and chasuble for Eucharist, 
cassock, surplice and scarf for non-Eucharistic services. 
 

 
Mothers Day Service 

 

 
Our congregation is welcoming and flexible. Most visitors to our church comment on 
the friendly atmosphere and welcome they receive from the congregation. Our last 
parish priest frequently remarked that, “she was the luckiest parish priest in the 
Church of England – as she lived in such a beautiful spot and that the members of her 
congregations were all such nice people”. We held a farewell lunch for our retiring 
Parish Priest – shared with the other parishes in our benefice, to which over 100 
people attended. 



3.5 JUNIOR CHURCH AND SMALL SAINTS 
 

 
 

CHILDREN AT MOTHERS DAY SERVICE 
 
We are now experimenting with a new format in which the JUNIOR CHURCH 
children leave the church service after the first hymn and go into the meeting room for 
their own service and time of learning. They return at the distribution stage of the 
Communion for a blessing and remain for the final part of the service. 
 

 
 

SMALL SAINTS 
 
There is also a parent and toddler group called SMALL SAINTS, which meets, in the 
Cock Clarks Room for two hours once a month attended by about 10 children from 
the parish.  



3.6 PCC 
 
All Saints Church, Purleigh has a very supportive and adaptable PCC. The PCC 
comprises 10 members, including two churchwardens, secretary, treasurer, electoral 
roll officer and Deanery Synod representative. The Council met 8 times during 2007. 
The PCC has a Standing Committee and a Charity Committee, which meet as 
required.  
   

                 
 
                                                   A Purleigh PCC meeting 
 
3.7 FINANCE 
 
A Financial Summary for 2007 is included below as an overview:  
   
  INCOMING RESOURCES (receipts)   
 Voluntary income:  
 Tax-efficient planned giving (excluding tax)      £5,510 
 Other planned giving                                             £534 
 Collections at services                                        £2,681 
 All non-recurring giving/donations                  £1,602 
 All tax recovered through Gift Aid                  £1,874 
 Activities for generating funds  
 Fund raising - special events (gross amount)      £5,446 
 Church Activities  
 Parochial fees paid to PCC                              £1,459 
 Bookstall, magazines, hiring fees                  £4,727 
   
            Total receipts                                                     £23,833 
   



            RESOURCES USED (Payments)  
 Fund Costs  
 Fund raising costs                                          £1,267 
 Charitable Activities  
 All donations and grants to charities (overseas  
 mission societies, Christian relief & development  
 agencies, home mission & Church societies  
 and secular charities)                                              £625 
 Church Activities  
 Parish quota paid                                          £14,500 
 Church running expenses: insurance,heating,  
 lighting, cleaning, routine maintanance, upkeep  
 of services and churchyard                                £3,365 
           Church and hall utility bills                                £1,210 
           Costs of magazine                                               £777 
 Repairs and decoration                                £1,785 
  
            Total Payments                                           £23,529 
   
 End of Year Bank Balances:  General Fund =       £35,798  
                                            Restoration Fund =      £20,022  
   
 (Please refer to the published annual account for more detail)  
   
In the past we have paid our Family Purse in full, but in the last few years the amount 
requested has increased 2.5 times and we have only managed to pay about 75% of our 
quota. Our congregation works extremely hard to raise money in many ways; jumble 
and table-top sales, plant sales, exhibitions, concerts, tower open day, flower festival, 
Christmas Bazaar and other fund raising events. We consider these events to be part 
of our social outreach in addition to the financial benefits. Most of these activities 
include appropriate refreshments (ie canapés, ploughmans lunches, cream teas or tea 
and cake) served and provided by our church members. Some of our fund raising 
events take place on Sundays and some in church. 
 
Our Charity Committee meets once a year to decide which Charities should receive a 
donation from a sum set aside for this purpose from church funds. In addition, we 
have collections for the Children’s Society, Christian Aid and other charities such as 
Water Aid. In 2007 we gave a total of £2070 to charity. 
 
3.8 FRIENDS OF PURLEIGH CHURCH 
This independent organisation was set up in 2000 to replace the Restoration 
Committee and its aims are to raise money to help with the maintenance of the church 
building. It has recently paid for masonry repairs to the west window in the south 
aisle. Among their fund raising activities, the Friends of Purleigh Church have an 
annual plant sale, themed evenings (including dinner) in the Village Hall and Open 
Gardens. Their most recent fund raising event was a Barn Dance.  
 
3.9 BELL  RINGING 
The church has a peal of six bells and a team of bell ringers who ring for Sunday 
services and on other occasions. We also have a set of hand-bells and a junior and a 
senior team who ring around the parish in the weeks before Christmas and in the 
Church then and at other times. 



3.10     PURLEIGH EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
This is a Trust of which the Rector is Chairman. It meets once a year and makes 
grants to students from the parish to help with the purchase of books or other items. 
 

4. LOCATION AND AMENITIES 
 

4.1  MALDON AND DENGIE  
 
Our local area known as the Dengie Hundred or the Dengie Peninsula is bounded by 
the Blackwater estuary to the North, the North Sea to the East and the river Crouch to 
the South. The nearest town is Maldon (6 miles), at the head of the Blackwater 
estuary. An historic and attractive small town with picturesque Victorian Thames 
Sailing Barges based there. Nearby Burnham on Crouch is a sailing centre of 
international renown. The eastern part of the Dengie peninsula has the lowest rainfall 
of anywhere in the British Isles. So this is an ideal area for outdoor leisure pursuits. 
 
The chapel of St. Peter’s on the Wall at Bradwell overlooking the North Sea, is 17 
miles from Purleigh. It is built on the site of the Roman Fort of Othona and is perhaps 
the oldest church in England of which so much remains. In 653 St Cedd founded a 
monastic community on this site, the Chapel is the only remaining building on the 
site, and was re-consecrated in June 1920. The Chapel is used regularly for worship 
and is the focus of the annual Bradwell Pilgrimage. It is an inspiring site to see 
Bishops, Archbishops from the Anglican and Catholic traditions, clergy, Salvation 
Army officials, monks and nuns together with people of every age range from small 
children to elderly people in wheelchairs walking to spend the afternoon together in 
joint worship. 
 
                     Photograph of St Peters and Pilgrimage 
 

 
 



 
 

The start of Bradwell Pilgrimage 
 
In short this is an ideal place for outdoor activities, walking, sailing, bird watching, 
fishing, golf – with the added advantage of such a low rainfall. 
 
4.2 FACILITIES   
Due to our proximity to both Chelmsford and Maldon, whatever your interests we feel 
there will be a group for you to join. This is an ideal area for those wishing to live in a 
rural location with the option of all the art and culture that London has to offer only 
50 minutes away by train. 
 
Sailing - As Purleigh is situated between the Rivers Blackwater and Crouch, sailing is 
obviously a popular hobby. There are many clubs and marinas along the Blackwater 
and Crouch.  
Walking - This part of the world is ideal for walking enthusiasts. There are 40 miles 
of seawall footpaths around the Dengie Peninsula. Some parts of the seawall are very 
isolated, all that is visible is estuary, fields and a sky which appears to go on for ever. 
Inland, Danbury Woods (owned by he National Trust) are justly famed for their 
beauty. 
Birdwatching – We have a large number of migratory birds due to our location 
between two rivers and proximity to the coast. 
Golf – There is a golf course less than 10 minutes drive from Purleigh with a number 
of other golf courses and a driving range in the area.  



Cinema –There are cinemas, Chelmsford (10 miles), Basildon and a small cinema in 
Burnham on Crouch. 
Theatres There are theatres in Chelmsford, Southend, Grays and Brentwood - 
London theatreland is only 50 minutes away by train. 
U3A – There are very active branches in Maldon and nearby South Woodham Ferrers 
where you can join groups such as local history, photography, music appreciation, 
gardening , walking, the list is endless.  
Singing – there are choirs in Maldon, Burnham on Crouch, Witham and Chelmsford, 
all happy to enlist new members. 
Gardening – RHS Hyde Hall Garden is nearby and there are many interesting 
gardens to visit less than an hour away by car. 
Libraries – Public Libraries are located in Maldon, Burnham on Crouch and South 
Woodham Ferrers. Essex County Council also provides a mobile library which visits 
Purleigh once a week. 
Swimming pools and gyms – There are public swimming pools in Maldon and in 
South Woodham Ferrers. Both these pools also have a gym. There is a private Health 
Club in South Woodham Ferrers. 
 
We have a vineyard adjacent to the churchyard! 
 
4.3  TRANSPORT LINKS 

 
Buses - There are buses from Purleigh to Maldon every hour. 
  Buses into Chelmsford only at 8am and returning at 5pm.on weekdays 
 
Rail –  There is an hourly service to London Liverpool Street (50 minutes journey  
            time) from North Fambridge Station (10 minutes drive). Trains are more  
            frequent in the rush hour.  
            Alternatively, trains leave Wickford every  20 minutes for Liverpool Street. 
 
Air – London Stansted airport is an easy 1  hour  drive away. 
 
4.4  SHOPPING 
 
For everyday needs there are two large supermarkets just outside Maldon town centre. 
The High Street contains all the shops you would expect to find in a small town. 
Chelmsford, as the County Town has the normal compliment of Department Stores in 
the town centre. Within an hours drive are two of the largest indoor shopping centres 
in the country, Lakeside and Bluewater. 
 
4.5  EATING OUT 
 
This area is very well supplied with restaurants and country pubs, which serve food – 
there are too many to enumerate.  
 

5. OUR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE 
 
There are opportunities to develop the work begun with the younger members of our 
community. We would like our priest to be prepared to visit homes or hospital as 
necessary, and to be one who enjoys the rural life. We hope that our new priest will 
encourage all parishioners to continue with faith, hope and enthusiasm and a vision to 
fulfil its purpose in extending Christ’s kingdom here in this locality. 


