
 

Our aims as the Church in Roxwell are to: 

Grow spiritually 

Care pastorally 

Unite socially 

Communicate effectively 

and 

Live faithfully in the power of God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 

The Church is seen as an essential and active part of the community of 

Roxwell 
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St Michael and All Angels, Roxwell 

Roxwell Church seeks a new Priest-in-Charge who will lead the Church spiritually and provide 
compassionate pastoral care to all within the Parish, churchgoers and non-churchgoers alike. We 
would look for him or her to be recognised by and reach out to the whole Parish; an inclusive 
person able to grow our numbers; an inspiring preacher and teacher who can communicate 
effectively with people of all backgrounds and ages; someone who can stimulate talent within the 
congregation and encourage us in developing our own faith. 

The Church is comfortable with a part-time Priest-in-Charge who will combine the appointment 
with that of Lay Discipleship Adviser for the Bradwell Episcopal Area. Each of our Priests-in-
Charge over the past twenty or more years has held the post conjointly with another appointment in 
the Diocese or Episcopal Area; the most recent served for six years as Area Mission and 
Evangelism Adviser and his three predecessors as Lay Development Officer and (twice) Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands respectively; and this arrangement has worked very well. As Area officers 
our two most recent Priests-in-Charge found that piloting new ideas within the Church met with a 
positive response and proved mutually beneficial. This usually took the form of parish retreats or 
away-days, the subjects of which have included “Growing Healthy Churches”, when (among other 
things) we drew up the Mission Statement which introduces this profile, and a Myers-Briggs 
workshop to help us to recognise our own personalities and to understand and work better with 
those who are different. 

Roxwell 

The ecclesiastical and civil parish of Roxwell, Essex, comprises the village of Roxwell and a number 
of outlying hamlets. Although it is only some five miles west of Chelmsford, it has retained much of 
its rural character and is protected from large-scale development by tight planning policies. It is 
located between the A1030 and A414 and is conveniently placed for access to the M11, M25 and 
A12. Stansted airport is about half-an-hour’s drive away. The train journey between Chelmsford, 
the nearest railway station, and London Liverpool Street takes about 35 minutes. There is a 
desultory bus service from Roxwell to Chelmsford. 
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Chelmsford, the county town of Essex, is a thriving commercial and business centre. It is the seat of 
government of the Diocese of Chelmsford, Chelmsford Borough Council (which incorporates 
Roxwell) and Essex County Council, and has a cathedral, a university campus (Anglia Ruskin 
University), a prison, a major hospital and the main Essex County Cricket Club ground. 

Roxwell parish has a population of about one thousand. There is little employment in the parish 
itself now that farming is so highly mechanised, though pressure on farmers to diversify has 
resulted in the conversion of redundant farm-buildings into small business units or stables catering 
to demands for horse-riding. Many parishioners commute to Chelmsford or London, or further, for 
work; others run their own small businesses or otherwise work from home; a higher than average 
number are retired. 

Nevertheless, the village is a real community supporting many thriving organizations including 
Preschool, a Brownie Pack, a Youth Club, a Women's Institute, a Social Club, a Bowls Club, an Art 
Club, a Table Tennis Club, an annual Tennis Tournament, a local history group and a Wednesday 
Club (for over 60s). All of these groups are basically self-sufficient financially. There are a pub and a 
post office/shop in the village, and another pub, a pub/restaurant and an Indian restaurant elsewhere 
in the parish. Skreens Park, a popular Scout campsite, is also within the parish. 

Roxwell C of E (voluntary controlled) Primary School currently has 69 pupils in three classes. 
There are close links between the Church and the School with the School holding some services in the 
Church. The Priest-in-Charge is automatically a Foundation Governor and is encouraged to visit the 
School regularly and participate in its activities. A thriving Friends of Roxwell School organisation 
raises funds for the pupils. 

There is a wide choice of secondary schools available within the Borough of Chelmsford. The 
village is in the catchment area of Hylands School in Writtle, which is served by a school bus. In 
addition there are two selective schools with consistently high placings in national “league tables” 
(King Edward VI Grammar School and Chelmsford High School for Girls), a C of E maintained 
school (St Peter’s College), a specialist sports school and an Anglo/European school. 
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The Church 

There was a chapelry in Roxwell from at least the late 
thirteenth century and the oldest parts of the structure of the 
Church may date from about that time, though most of what is 
seen at present is the result of a substantial rebuilding in 1853-
54, soon after Roxwell had become a separate parish. The 
Church building is in good condition but with the possibility of 
expenditure on re-roofing sometime in the future. It is 
surrounded by an extensive churchyard, which is still in active 
use for burials. 

Applications for Faculties to allow the removal of pews from 
the north aisle of the Church to create a multi-functional area 
and the provision of a kitchen, storage and toilet area under the 
bell tower are in preparation. Plans have been drawn up and 
costings are currently being sought. 

The Congregation 

The congregation averages just under forty in a normal week but for festivals can reach one hundred 
plus. There were sixty-one persons on the electoral roll at the 2007 APCM. The congregation is 
mixed in terms of age, traditions and status. We give a warm welcome to visitors and newcomers. 
We have good congregational input to services in the form of sidespersons, lesson readers, 
intercessors and lay administrators. There is a small adult choir of eight members. Our 
churchmanship is neither too high nor too evangelical and the congregation is supportive of a certain 
amount of variety in worship. We are typical of a rural parish in that we do not just come to 
church on Sunday and disappear from view afterwards until we re-appear next Sunday, but meet 
each other during the week in our comings and goings within the village, sharing in a continuous 
network of friendship, care and prayer. 

Church Services and Activities 

The service pattern revolves around the main service at 10 am every Sunday with Holy Communion 
on all bar the third Sunday, when there is a Service of the Word, and the occasional fifth Sunday, 
when BCP Morning Prayer is sometimes used. On third and fifth Sundays there is a BCP 
Communion at 8 am. A Sunday Club for young people run by members of the Church meets 
separately on Sunday mornings, usually joining the adult congregation for the latter part of the main 
service. A small group meets in Church for Morning Prayer on Thursday mornings and a men’s prayer 
group meets in members’ homes on Tuesday afternoons. 

Discussion groups during Advent and Lent have been successful in the past. We usually have a 
Parish Study Day in the autumn. Occasions for fellowship include tea and coffee after service on first 
and third Sundays, an Agape Supper on Maundy Thursday, a breakfast after early morning 
communion on Ascension Day and a Harvest Lunch following the Harvest Service. 

On fifth Sundays, in the evening, we have joint services with neighbouring churches, rotating the 
location. There is a Congregational Chapel in the parish at Cooksmill Green, with whom we have 
good fellowship, and traditionally the Priest-in-Charge is invited to preach there a few times a year. 
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Finances 

The PCC has sound but not over-generous finances. In recent years there has been a shortfall between 
general income and running expenses but a TRIO appeal in the late spring of 2007 was successful 
in stimulating a significant increase in regular giving and the shortfall is expected to be reversed in 
2008. A separate Fabric Fund currently holds a reasonable balance, earmarked for the maintenance 
of and improvements to the Church building. 

In addition to its own fund-raising activities, the Church periodically sponsors wider events 
involving all the organisations within the village, raising money for all, but primarily for the Church 
Fabric Fund. It also has a good record of fund-raising for external good causes, which in recent years 
have included Orbis (saving sight worldwide) and those working with refugees from Burundi. The 
Church sets aside 5% of its own general income for charitable donations. 

The Reading Room 

 

The PCC is responsible for a Church Hall - the Reading Room - as a separate registered charity. It is 
leased to the First Roxwell Scout and Guide Group, an umbrella organisation set up to manage it on 
behalf of its main users, the uniformed organisations (of which only the Brownie Pack now 
remains). Any annual deficit on the charity's accounts is made good by the PCC in recognition of 
the free use which the Church makes of the Reading Room for Sunday Club and other purposes. In 
addition to the Reading Room the village has a larger Memorial Hall, which is used by village 
organisations and is available for outside bookings. 

Roxwell Recorder 

The PCC produces a monthly parish magazine - the Roxwell Recorder - distributed free to every 
home in the Parish. This is largely self-funding thanks to financial support from advertisers and 
grants by Roxwell Parish Council. 
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The Vicarage 

 

The Vicarage is a four bedroom brick house built in 1959, set back from the road and situated only a 
few minutes walk from the Church and village centre. Substantial remedial work has been 
undertaken recently, including a significant enlargement of the study. There is a secure garden of 
about half an acre, for the maintenance of which the PCC recently provided a ride-on mower. The 
PCC plans to re-decorate throughout while the Vicarage is vacant and will assist with decorating 
costs of one room per annum in future. 

 


