
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Isaiah 64:1-9:1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-end 

Advent Sunday – 3 December 2017 
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The common theme for all three readings this Advent Sunday is waiting. That Godly waiting 

and prayerful watching is to be based on remembrance of God’s saving activity in the past, 

the strengthening of Christ in the present and the promised return of Christ bringing justice 

and peace for the future. 

Isaiah 64:19 

Isaiah expresses a longing for God to tear open the heavens (v.1) and come down as 

previously in the Exodus to intervene and rescue his people. The passage is a lament on 

God’s silence due to his judgement on Israel’s sin and transgression (v.5) and bears the hope 

that God will yet return as the potter and reshape his people for his work (v.8). 

Mark 13:24-end 

Mark Chapter 13 is one of the most demanding passages in the New Testament to interpret 

and one which remains a matter of much theological dispute. 

Jesus warns his disciples of what is to come in terms of tumult and violence.  In this latter 

part of the chapter he uses vivid and horrific apocalyptic language, typical of some other 

rabbis of his day.  He seems to play the tape forward from forewarning of more immediate 

sufferings due to Jewish persecution and rebellion against Rome (including the destruction of 

the Temple) earlier in the chapter to more cataclysmic and cosmic events at the end of 

time.  The natural world increasingly reflects the chaos of the human world!  The disciples 

have nothing to fear as long as they keep awake and watch for the master’s return as the 

closing parable (vs 32-37) implies. No matter how bleak things get God has not forgotten us 

and we should watch and work for his return. 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Almost 30 years later around 54 AD Paul writes to the young, gifted and difficult church he 

has founded in the cosmopolitan Greek port of Corinth.  He focusses immediately on Jesus, 

mentioning him six times in these short seven verses. He is determined that the Lord Jesus 

Christ should be at the centre of their every waking breathe, enriching, strengthening and 

uniting them.  He says they are not lacking in spiritual gifts while they wait for Jesus to be 

more fully revealed.  Again the implication is not to just sit there but to get on with the 

work of God. 

 

 

 

 

 


