
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Acts 4.5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3.16-24, John 10.11-18 
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This Sunday is ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ and both the psalm and the Gospel reading reflect 

on the shepherd who loves and searches for and puts themselves at risk for the sheep. The 

self-giving love of the shepherd is aligned to the power that raised Jesus from the dead - a 

power that can heal and raise up others. The epistle then challenges the church to embody 

this self-giving love.  

The first reading from Acts 4.5-12 continues to describe the events that followed the 

healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple by Peter and John (Acts 3: 1-10) 

but it is their understanding of the resurrection that is the issue here (even if the Sadducees 

dress it up in a question about authority). Peter answers their question about authority 

(‘this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth’) 

but then brings them back to the main point. This same Jesus in whose name the man’s legs 

are healed is the one whom they had crucified and whom God had raised from the dead.  

Psalm 23 is perhaps the most well-known of all the psalms. Perhaps the interesting thing to 

note is that, according to Kenneth Bailey, ‘a lost sheep and a good shepherd who brings it 

back are central to what the psalm is all about’ (The Good Shepherd, IVP, 2014). The NRSV 

renders verse 3 ‘He shall refresh my soul’ but Kenneth Bailey focusses on the more literal 

translation ‘he brings me back’ or ‘he causes me to repent’. This was clearly in the mind of 

Sir Henry Baker who wrote the hymn ‘The King of Love My Shepherd Is’ which includes the 

verse, ‘Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me; and on his shoulder 

gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me’. 

In 1 John 3.16-24, John talks of Jesus literally ‘putting aside’ his life. Members of the church 

ought therefore to put aside their lives for the sake of Jesus and for each other. A more 

literal translation of verse 17 is, ‘Whoever has the goods of the world and sees a brother 

[or sister] who has need, and shuts up compassion in such a case… how does the love of 

God endure in that person?’ 

The Gospel reading from John 10: 11-18 sits within the traditional accounts of the good 

shepherd. As with Matthew 18, Mark 6 and Luke 15, the shepherd is Jesus. Whereas other 

passages talk about the sheep being lost (and therefore vulnerable to attack), John focusses 

on the fact that the sheep are in danger. As with other passages, we can assume that the 

lost or scattered sheep are brought home. The sheep daily hear and follow the master's 

voice. The sheep know that they are loved because the Shepherd dies for them and rises 

from the dead. The self-seeking hired hand is gone and the wolf is overcome. The passage 

ends with the vision of there being one flock and one shepherd.  


