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As a Mission and Ministry Adviser, I’ve enjoyed being at several of the Schools for Disciples events in 

the Colchester Area. I’ve heard different people’s stories of how they express their discipleship in 

everyday life. Not surprisingly those experiences are different, because we are all individuals with our 

own personality, context and history. 

 

Our readings this Sunday explore some broad themes of how we respond to God, from Abraham’s 

faith and obedience as he contemplates sacrificing Isaac, to Jesus’ words about showing our response 

to him in the way that we treat his brothers and sisters, his disciples.  

 

The story of Abraham and Isaac setting off for the land of Moriah, with Abraham believing that he was 

about to make a burnt offering of his precious, promised son, is rightly a shocking one for us to 

consider. What we draw from it is the profound truth about the nature of God which Abraham 

discovered in a particular way: that God provides. God provides the means for relationship with him; 

we are invited to respond to his initiating love and grace. We ourselves don’t have to do anything to 

make the relationship possible. Abraham dared to offer to God what was most precious to him, yet 

found that the anticipated sacrifice wasn’t actually demanded of him. Then the verses immediately 

before today’s Gospel reading remind us of the potential for conflict in relationships because of our 

Christian faith and allegiance.  

 

I wonder what challenges that poses for our discipleship? Isn’t it when we know how deeply God loves 

us that we feel secure enough to offer ourselves to him – and that is an on-going process of growing 

as Christians.  

 

I am also challenged by the section of Paul’s letter to Christians in Rome. Working out the meaning 

of our baptism, he says, means that we are to be enslaved to right and godly ways of living, rather than 

being held in the grip of what is sinful and destructive. The chapter ends with words that echo 

Abraham’s discovery that God provides. Paul declares that eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord is God’s 

free gift, not a consequence or a reward for anything that we have done. In response to all the 

challenges in our spiritual life, we rest on God’s grace and strength. 

 

That sense of relying on God and not on ourselves, of receiving rather than earning, can feel quite 

different to the way in which we live the rest of our lives. Many of us will have been brought up to 

prize independence and self-reliance as very important qualities. It can be hard to learn to change our 

way of thinking, and to respond to God with trust and openness. We can feel vulnerable, but the story 

of Abraham and of many others in Scripture shows us that this the path to growing faith and maturity. 

As a Christian song from the1980s once put it, ‘I’m growing up to be a child’. 

 

When we’re feeling vulnerable and uncertain, it’s important to be honest in our response to God. The 

psalms give us wonderful examples of people wrestling in prayer, sharing their innermost thoughts 
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with God, yet coming through that to an expression of praise and confidence. What appears in a few 

short verses, as in Psalm 13, may take us a long time; we might want to talk with a trusted friend or 

priest about what we’re going through. The journey to a more trusting and faithful response to God 

isn’t one that we have to make all alone. 

 

And as we think and pray about how we respond to God, let’s be humbled and encouraged by Jesus’ 

words about how others respond to us. By the way in which they receive us, as his disciples, by 

listening to us and offering us hospitality, says Jesus, they are responding in some way to him and to 

the One who sent him. The other challenge, of course, is that we too show our response to God in 

the way in which we treat his, and our, brothers and sisters. What a privilege it is to bear Christ’s 

name, to be part of the on-going story of the spread of the Gospel and to see how others respond to 

Jesus. As we continue on that journey, let us grow depend more and more on God for grace and 

strength and comfort. Amen. 

 

  

 


