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The story of the birth of John the Baptist begins even before his birth! He is the son of 

Elizabeth and Zechariah, an older couple who had long since given upon the idea of 

becoming parents. Yet during her pregnancy, when Mary the mother of Jesus meets with 

Elizabeth the baby Elizabeth is carrying leaps with joy. (Luke1v1) This detail shared with us in 

our gospel is seen as a great Alleluia in anticipation of the birth of a Redeemer. 

In all four gospels we discover John as the forerunner of Christ. He is seen and known as 

having a prophetic role in encouraging the people of God to live out their lives faithfully and 

in anticipation of the arrival of their Saviour. 

 

Augustine wrote of this feast day in the church 

“The church observes the birth of John the Baptist as a holy event. We have no such 

commemoration for any other of our forbears and it is significant that we celebrate the 

birthday of both John and Jesus. 

I cannot, therefore, let this day pass without a sermon and even if my brief words fail to do 

justice to the dignity of the day, the profundity of the feast will itself give you food for 

thought.” 

I echo here the desire of Augustine! 

John’s mother Elizabeth was old and barren what an incredible shock and surprise her 

pregnancy must have been. I can see her with hand held gently on her bump wondering , 

praying, smiling as many soon to be mothers do. 

John’s father Zechariah, was a priest, going about his duties in the sanctuary when Gabriel 

appeared, he was shocked to see an angel. The message was even more of a surprise that he 

even at his old age was to become a Dad! Zechariah was struck dumb by the news and the 

total incredulity of it all. 

I was speaking recently to a couple of more mature years who echoed the incredulity of the 

birth of their first child earlier this year. Like all new parents their lives had been turned 

upside down and inside out. A new baby in the family had brought sheer joy and delight 

alongside the worries, the amazement and the sheer chaos a baby brings. 

Perhaps the birth of John the Baptist brought some of these experiences too. But what is 

clear from the gospel account today is that at his birth a new voice has been born. A voice 

that will herald a new age and will speak of the Christ who is to come. 

The neighbours gather to celebrate the new arrival of the baby everyone has been waiting 

for, they are eager to know his name. Who will he be named after? His father or others in 

the family? 
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Elizabeth is quite clear “his name is John”. Again there is incredulity; how can this be it’s not 

a name in the family? Are you breaking with tradition….we will have to see what his father 

has to say about this! 

 

The crowd gestures to Zechariah and then offer him a writing tablet wondering what he will 

write. He writes clearly “His name is John!”(v63). 

 

Faithful to the message of the angel Zechariah finds his speech is restored, his voice once 

more clear and his lips are filled with praise The neighbours are stunned and they start to 

spread the news of what they have seen and heard at the arrival of this child. So much so 

that soon people across the Judean countryside are all talking about this. What could 

possibly be going on? 

All who heard pondered deeply about what this baby boy might become because they 

recognised that the hand of God was upon him. 

We of course know he was to become a voice crying out in the wilderness, urging people 

to make ready for the arrival of their redeemer. He called people to prepare, to get ready 

for God’s son by repentance and baptism. 

John’s life marked the boundary between the Old and New Testaments. Born of elderly 

parents who knew of the past and yet a herald for the future as God enters this world in 

His son our Lord. His leap in the womb was an anticipation and sign of the new future yet 

to come. Jesus even spoke of him in this way. 

Luke tells us in our gospel reading today that as the child grew John became strong in spirit 

and was in the wilderness until his public ministry began. 

When he became a man many people would question his calling and ask who are you? John 

was quite clear; “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness”. 

In John we discover a new voice is born, a voice of eager anticipation and urgent 

anticipation. At his birth we read of a voice lost and found by his father. So as we celebrate 

his birth today and reflect on the extraordinary things that happened let us ask God to give 

us a voice to share his love. Let’s also remember that Joh’s voice urged people to prepare 

to make space in their hearts and lives for a Saviour. 

May our hearts and lives have space to welcome our Lord and like Zechariah to sing his 

praise today and everyday. 
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