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1 Samuel 8: 4-11, 16-20 

Chapters 8-12 of 1 Samuel the writer(s) set the scene for the establishment of Kingship in 

Israel.  In today’s passage we meet an elderly Samuel who has faithfully served God as both 

prophet and judge of the people of Israel. This godly man has sons who do not follow his 

faithful service of God (1 Samuel 8:1-3).  He is also a man who is deeply hurt and feels 

rejected by the request from the elders of the tribes of Israel for a king. 

Samuel turns to God in prayer and God responds with a simple command for him “to listen 

to the voice of the people” This command is given three times (1 Samuel 8: v 7, v 9 and v 

22). 

Between the second and third instruction to Samuel to listen, Samuel however, attempts to 

set out to the elders the way a king will rule over them in order to dissuade them from 

their desire for a king. The people however are not persuaded and state their determination 

to have a king to rule them (1 Samuel 8:19).  

The passage raises many questions, such as what did the writer(s) wish us to understand 

about God and about the move towards a king for Israel.  What does this passage tell us 

about God? Why is Samuel so reluctant to listen to the people or to do what God has told 

him to do?  

The passage draws us in and we as readers want to know what happens next? 

 

 Psalm 138 

A psalm that speaks of God’s nature. 

The repeated use of ‘name’ is a way of speaking about the character and nature of God.  

This character of God is expressed in his steadfast love. A love that is based on God’s 

covenant and commitment. It is a loyal and faithful love. It is the love that God expresses 

over and over again to his people. 

The praise for God because of his character and his love is expressed by the psalmist, by the 

kings of the earth and also by the lowly. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Paul’s experience of life and ministry was at times extremely challenging. The church at 

Corinth to whom this letter was addressed was probably the most demanding and parts of 

2 Corinthians reveal the unhappiness of the Corinthians with Paul. In Chapter 4 Paul speaks 

of struggles not so much with the church at Corinth but the harsh reality of human 

existence and possibly the sentence of death that Paul believed himself under. 
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In these few short verses Paul, by setting out a series of contrasts,  explains why he does 

not lose heart.  In particular he contrasts the “momentary affliction” with the “weight of 

glory.”  This glory is the work of God that is revealed in Jesus. This is a different reality 

where the work of God brings renewal, transformation and an eternal future.   

 

Mark 3:20-35 

The introductory statement in Mark 1:1 “the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ the 

Son of God” provides us with Mark’s understanding of who Jesus is.  As Mark writes he 

repeatedly introduces others and shows the limitations of their understanding of Jesus. He 

also weaves his account of Jesus in such a way that one needs to read more than just a few 

verses in order to understand the point he is making about Jesus. 

In the centre of this chapter, in verses just preceding today’s reading, Mark presents us with 

Jesus withdrawing up a mountain to appoint the twelve disciples. The chapter as whole then 

explores several characters meeting and encountering Jesus and their reactions to him. 

Earlier in chapter three the gospel writer has described a healing on the Sabbath which sets 

up the beginning of a conspiracy to destroy Jesus, crowds following him and seeking healing; 

unclean spirits identifying him. 

Today’s passage (Mark 3:20-35) comes immediately after this, when even going home 

attracts the crowds. His family come after him thinking he has lost his mind, scribes from 

Jerusalem suggest that it is by the devil that he can cast out demons. Then following a period 

of teaching, his mother and brother appear again calling him to come with them. 

Our passage today in the wider context of the chapter explores the question not stated but 

set out in the way Mark presents people responding to Jesus of what is the right way to 

respond to Jesus. At the end of the passage Jesus himself provides the answer by addressing 

the crowd sat around him. “Here are my mother and brothers! Whoever does the will of 

God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 

 

 

 


