
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 Isaiah 4v1-11; Acts 13v14b-26; Luke v57-66,80. 

Birth of John the Baptist – 24 June 2018 
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As I read the readings set for this Sunday I was immediately stuck by the importance of the 

birth of a new voice and the link to the recovery of Zechariah’s voice. The gospel clearly 

contains the story of someone we should listen to. 

I thought I might discover a need to focus on the familiar passage from Isaiah making more 

of a link to the prophets of old but there is a need to explore these passages in a way that 

makes this Sunday different from Advent 2 hence the focus on the gospel reading. 

In the Old Testament reading we discover the prophet proclaiming words of comfort to 

Israel who had suffered under the Babylonians. This passage is seen in the gospels as the 

prefiguration of John the Baptist, hence its choice in our lectionary today. 

The transformation of the wilderness and the transitory nature of people fading like a flower 

in the heat tell us that people are in a perilous state until a divine rescuer comes. 

In the Acts reading we continue to learn of the adventures of the early church, something 

that has helped us week by week since Easter day. We read the first part of Paul’s 

synagogue speech in Antioch. He begins this by linking the past history of the Jews to the 

new reality of Christ. Luke assumes that Paul’s hearers will have heard of John the Baptist 

and his mission who is seen here at the climax of Israel’s history. Paul looks back before he 

tells of Christ and Gods purpose in Him. His listeners are Jews. 

So there are several possible ways to open up these passages for this Sunday but the gospel 

spoke so strongly to me about the birth and challenges of a baby in old age, linking 

powerfully with a recent pastoral conversation it became my focus. It is a beautifully 

descriptive passage by Luke taking us in closely to the experience of the birth and the new 

era that was soon to begin. If I am honest I can’t ever remember preaching on this passage 

before! 

The joy of the parents, their obedience to Gods purpose and the praise when a voice was 

found reminds us to use our voices to give praise. John’s voice was to prepare the way for 

Jesus and to encourage the people to make space in their hearts and lives for Him. Surely if 

we are to be a Transforming Presence we must do the same! 


