
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 

Isaiah 60.1-6  Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15 

Ephesians 3.1-12  Matthew 2.1-12 

Epiphany - 7th January 2018 
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The Feast of the Epiphany marks the beginning of a season that takes us all the way to 

Candlemas on 2nd February. The Book of Common Prayer refers to the Feast of the 

Epiphany as ‘The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles’. Despite a complicated history 

(between the West and the Eastern Church), the Feast of the Epiphany and the season that 

it inaugurates is a time for recalling a collection of wonderful stories that speak of Christ 

being made manifest to Jew and Gentile, religious and irreligious, male and female - for 

Christ is all and is in all. 

The Reading from Isaiah 60.1-6 marks a transition from the darkness and despair of exile 

to the light and hope of God’s presence with his people. This is a wondrous turnaround of 

fortune in which Jerusalem, which thought itself to have been abandoned, is now a magnet 

among the nations as people are drawn to its light from all over the world. A broken and 

damaged city has become the focus for the promise of a new world. This reversal is not in 

order to prosper Jerusalem but to worship the Lord. The text begins with a focus on the 

‘glory of the Lord’ and ends with a proclamation of the ‘praise of God’. The gifts of camels, 

gold and frankincense symbolise the submission of the nations to God’s just and gentle rule. 

Psalm 72 is associated with the enthronement of a king and expressed the hope that 

people have invested in the monarch as God’s chosen representative. The psalm opens with 

a prayer for righteous judgement and justice for the poor. Then there is a prayer for the 

long life and well-being of the monarch (not unlike ‘God save our gracious queen’). The 

main business of the psalm is the urgent needs of the needy; that God will bring deliverance, 

redemption and salvation. 

Paul in Ephesians 3.1-12 talks about the ‘mystery of Christ’ and affirms that the Gentiles 

‘have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise’. God has 

brought into being a new humanity that is no longer divided on ethnic or cultural grounds. 

the final verses speak of our ‘boldness’ and ‘confidence’. The word for boldness (parrésia) is 

about freedom of speech. This is about being able to speak without any fear of the 

consequences. The glory of God is made known through the church’s fearless and unbridled 

proclamation. 

It is worth stripping back the non-biblical traditions in order to hear afresh what the Gospel 

reading from Matthew 2.1-12 is telling us. Nothing in the text indicates that the Magi were 

male, or how many there were. The story of there being three kings is nowhere to be 

found. What we can assume is that the Magi were probably priestly sages from Persia who 

were experts in astrology and the interpretation of dreams. Matthew gives us no clue as to 

what the motives of the Magi were. His focus is on their response to the infant King and the 

fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah (see above). Lurking in this reading is also the figure of 

Herod who represents the imperial powers that threaten and impose and conspire but are 

ultimately frustrated by Jesus.   

 


