
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 

Genesis 9.8-17  Psalm 25.1-9 
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The Old Testament readings during Lent all carry the theme of covenant and therefore speak 

of faithfulness and mutuality. The covenant between God and Noah in Genesis 9.8-17 

underwrites the gracious acts of God. God’s fingers are not hovering over the CTRL ALT 

DEL buttons waiting to reboot his creation. ‘Never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth’ (verse 11). God’s unilateral act in declaring a covenant is not just for the benefit of 

humanity (now represented by just the one family). God’s covenant is with all living things. 

God’s relationship is with the whole creation and therefore our ultimate hope is for nothing 

less than a new creation. The reference to the bow (or rainbow) is neither intended to be 

romantic or politically correct. It is more likely to refer to weaponry (as in a bow and arrow) 

and therefore the symbol of a bow on its side, disarmed and demobilised, is a symbol that 

God has laid down his weapons. This is God’s first act of unilateral disarmament (prefiguring 

the cross of Christ). 

 

Psalm 25 is a heartfelt plea for forgiveness, guidance and justice. The psalmist is wanting to 

see right prevail (and is reeling at the injustice of the world). The psalm is also a prayer that 

God will make known his ways and teach us his paths. Finally, the psalmist seeks God’s 

forgiveness, ‘Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions, but think on me in 

your goodness, O Lord, according to your steadfast love’. I have often seen this last verse 

(verse 6) etched on gravestones (which always then begged the question as to what stories 

that person had taken to the grave). 

 

Peter in 1 Peter 3.18-22 makes the case that suffering is inevitable because the Christian 

will always find themselves at odds with the world around them. This was a letter written to 

Jewish and Gentile Christians in small rural churches scattered throughout Asia Minor. In his 

introduction, Peter refers to them as ‘exiles of the dispersion’ and is therefore referring to 

the condition of being a Christian in a society that is indifferent to or opposed to the Christian 

faith. Peter therefore draws a link between their plight and that of the righteous Noah who 

was seeking to be faithful7 in a world that had forgotten God. 

 

The Gospel reading from Mark 1.9-15 is made up of three brief scenes: The Baptism of 

Christ, his sojourn in the wilderness and the beginning of his preaching ministry. It appears to 

be the wilderness (more than the temptations themselves) that is of interest to Mark. It is the 

Spirit who drives Jesus into the wilderness (verse 12) with real force (the verb being the same 

as that used for casting out demons). The wilderness is a dangerous place to be. There are 

wild beasts and, given the duration that Jesus spends in the wilderness, there is a real and 

obvious threat to his life. Jesus’s very identity seems to put his in peril from the outset and 

the dangers that he encounters never leave him and will, on Good Friday, finally defeat him. 

However, the one who was with the wild beasts and was waited on by angels will ultimately 

triumph. 


