
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16, Romans 4.13-25, Mark 8.31-38 

Second Sunday of Lent – 27 February 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The first three readings for this Sunday, from Genesis 17, Psalm 22 and Romans 4, have God’s 

beneficence and God’s promises for future generations as a common theme. The Gospel 

lesson, the Markan account of Peter’s confrontation with Jesus over the passion prediction, 

does not fit neatly into the themes established by the first three lessons. But read in the 

context of those lessons, Mark 3.31-38 calls men and women to acknowledge that God alone 

determines what things are ‘divine’. Peter can no more dictate to Jesus the terms of Jesus’ 

Messiahship than Abraham can dictate to God the terms of the covenant or possibilities for 

Abraham’s offspring. 

Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16: God’s announcement of covenant is more than an assurance of 

friendship. It is a way of ensuring protection and resources for an open future. The first 

element of this announcement is the assurance of who initiates this covenant – it is none other 

than God Almighty.  This element clashes up against that factual statement of ‘ninety-nine 

years of old’, overriding the despair of this old couple. The second element is a summons to 

Abraham: “walk before me, and be blameless.” ‘Walk’ means ‘presenting yourself’ involving 

both worship and the way of living. ‘Be blameless’ is not about moral perfection but more 

about unqualified loyalty. The third element of the announcement is a large, unconventional 

promise that shows God’s abundant grace. Note the use of the word ‘exceedingly’ twice.  And 

this covenant of faithfulness is everlasting. Nothing can disrupt it. 

Romans 4.13-25: Paul seems to struggle with the theodicy issue in different terms from the 

way we do, but the bottom line for him too is the character of God.  How can God be a moral 

deity and at the same time justify ungodly people? In Romans 4, Abraham moves to the centre 

of the argument, because with Abraham God sets a precedent by which the divine character 

can be judged. There are three affirmations made here. First, God is the one who gives life and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist (v17). Barrenness of Abraham and Sarah does 

not matter; God creates something unheard of. Secondly, God does what God has promised 

(v21). There is consistency in what God does and we can count on God. Thirdly, the decisive 

action in Jesus Christ (v.25) opens up the horizons of God’s salvific action for the wider 

humanity.  The One in whom Abraham and Paul trusted has given a more complete self-

revelation. 

Mark 8.31-38: Each time when Jesus predicts his suffering, death and resurrection in Mark’s 

Gospel, the disciples’ misunderstanding prompts a statement from Jesus about the true nature 

of discipleship (8.34-38, 9.35-37, 10.38-45).  Mark does not directly reveal the content of 

Peter’s rebuke but Jesus’ comments (v.33) provide an interpretation: Peter has somehow 

rejected Jesus’ prediction. And Jesus’ comments about Peter thinking of ‘human things’ also 

might have proved puzzling to Peter. Peter thought the opposite was the case! He thought he 

was thinking about diving things, things about Jesus’ power and his authority and it is Jesus 

who introduced human things like suffering and execution into the conversation! What we 

consider ‘divine’ is not divine to Jesus. 

Jesus affirms that it is only God who can make our lives secure, not our human effort. What 

God demands is loyalty, walking the way Jesus walked which involves denying ourselves and 

taking up the cross. Cross was a symbol of death and shame. The call is to come and die. It is in 

losing ourselves that we find ourselves in Jesus.  


