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There’s a verse that has stuck with me for years since I first heard it in a school assembly: 

For the want of a nail a shoe was lost 
For the want of a shoe a horse was lost 
For the want of a horse a rider was lost  
For the want of a rider a battle was lost  
For the want of a battle a kingdom was lost  
And all for the want of a horse shoe nail. 
 

The smallest things can be so significant! Jesus knew that. Much of Jesus’ teaching in the 
first three Gospels concerns the ͞kingdom of God,͟ as in today’s Gospel from Mark 4.  What is 
the kingdom of God? – No more and no less than the rule of God in our lives. 
 
The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, says Jesus. If you have ever seen a mustard seed 
then you know what a seemingly ridiculous statement this is. They are as small as a grain of 
sand. You can literally hold thousands of them comfortably in the palm of your hand. Yetone 
seed grows into a very large bush, large enough for birds to build their nest among its 
branches, as our Gospel says. 
 
Why did Jesus choose such a small seed to represent something so large and significant as 
God in our lives? We need to hear the irony in Jesus words? The kingdom of God is about 
small things! The rule of God begins small says our Saviour. Let’s dig deeper into what Jesus 
is getting at: 
 
1. Above all he is saying something central about God our heavenly Father. 
God is at work, even though our human eyes often fail to perceive what is happening. A tiny 
seed lies buried in the soil, hidden, out of sight and out of mind. Yet it is active, growing, 
transforming. Eventually we see the amazing results: it is working a miracle of resurrection 
and growth, yet hidden in plain sight. This is God’s world, God’s field, God’s soil. God is at 
work, even when we don’t notice, or refuse to see. 
 
Think back in your life to those times when you thought God was absent, missing, dormant, 
inactive. It is often only later that we can see what God has been doing in our lives and 
situations: God is always working. 
 
2. Jesus is saying something about us, challenging us. 
As Christians we understand that imperceptible things have real influence, but we live in a 
society that is focussed on bigness. 
 
We inhabit a global village. World news, sport and media events demand our attention, 
justifiably in some cases: North Korea, Syria, World Cups, Royal Weddings, Love Island… 
We are overwhelmed with huge social problems: world hunger, conflict and child poverty. 



As a result, we sometimes overlook the tiny seed problems that are at the root of so many 
difficult situations. It's the little things that count in life: tiny viruses the size of a pin head, 
heart valves no larger than a man's thumbnail, single votes in an election, an ill-chosen word 
from a loved one or a church member, or a word of encouragement from a loved one or 
church member. 
 
What small word or action by you is going to begin the process that brings someone to God, 
I wonder? Jesus told about the smallest thing his audience could identify with: a mustard 
seed. We should not underestimate the impact of little events. In our Old Testament 
reading today, David the smallest, the youngest and the furthest away brother in the family 
is God’s chosen king.  
 
Jesus calls us to let the mustard seed of faith do its work for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  
Sometimes, it takes just a little bit of patience to work with people, a little bit of love to 
redeem a situation, just a little bit of grace to bring about healing, a little bit of 
understanding can save a relationship. 
 
That is the challenge of the kingdom of God in our lives, in our churches, in our faith and in 
our walk with God.  What little thing can you do that will make a kingdom difference to 
someone today, tomorrow, this week? 
 
3. But finally, Jesus may also be hinting at something about himself 
When God invaded human history to save us, he did not do so with a legion of angels, or 
some grand computer, or some meeting of all the rulers of the earth. He did so with a seed 
planted in the womb of a peasant girl. That microscopic seed would one day grow to full life 
and change the world and die for your sins and mine. 
 
That mustard seed reminds us also that life comes out of death. Deep in the darkness of the 
soil the seed dies that the plant may grow and live. There is no living without a dying. There 
is no resurrection without death. Jesus words again prefigure his death and resurrection for 
us, and remind us that hidden in death there is life, in destruction there is re-creation, in 
sacrifice there is love and in the man Jesus there is God Almighty. 
 


