
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

‘Singing a more beautiful song’ 

Trinity 5 – 16th July, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

Trinity 5 2017  Genesis 25.19-end, Romans 8.1-11, Matthew13.1-9, 18-23 

 

By now I suspect that many of us in the Diocese know how to pickle an onion.  Bishop 

Stephen has been touring the Deaneries over the past few months to reflect on the Diocese 

as a ‘School for Disciples.’ 

 

In Essex and East London we have no shortage of the raw materials for pickling onions – or 

making disciples.  I don’t want to take the analogy too far, but we have lots of glass jars (I 

guess those would be the church buildings and congregations we have), plenty of onions 

(people who need pickling) and some really top quality vinegar (the stuff that makes us who 

we are - our worship, prayer, bible reading, service in the community and so on).  The 

trouble is, it’s no good just stacking the shelves high with all these things and standing back 

with a satisfied look – they need to be brought down and mixed together. 

 

I have usually read this parable as basically a story about the different kinds of people we 

encounter in the world as we try to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ – people who 

might be a bit shallow, or perhaps distracted and overwhelmed by other concerns, or 

(hopefully) open and receptive.  But reflecting on pickling onions has made me think a bit 

harder about the connection between how these people behave and the role the church 

might have played in that.  I can’t be held accountable for the way someone else responds to 

the gospel (it’s their decision and I can’t force it), but I can be held accountable for the way I 

present the gospel – and that means I have to make sure the jars aren’t jars cracked, that 

the vinegar is still good.  I have to ask myself if I have I told the story in a way that makes 

sense or in a way that has hardened someone’s resistance? 

 

Starting with v.19, “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 

it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 

on the path.” 

 

This is perhaps the most basic question to pose.  Do we present the gospel in a way that 

people can understand?  Are they rejecting the message of Christ or is the message not 

even getting through in the first place, for any one of a number of reasons?  There is a lot of 

baggage that comes with the church and with our faith.  Much of it has great value, but there 

are things which can confuse people more than help them.  In the Garden of Eden there was 

only one rule, ‘Leave that tree alone.’  By the time Jesus was born things were a bit more 

complicated.  Today, there are tens of thousands of Christian denominations across the 

globe.  How could we have found that many ways of disagreeing with one another, that 
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many different sets of rules on how it should be done?  Can there really be that many 

different understandings of the message Jesus came to give?  If we can’t agree ourselves, 

how does that look to those still wondering? 

 

I recently saw a lovely copy of a sign from a hotel in Istanbul that read, “To call room 

service, please open the door and call ‘Room service!’”  It’s so simple.  In the New 

Testament reading St Paul put the message as simply as this, “There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  That’s it, in a nutshell. 

 

v.20, “As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away.” 

 

Is this because we present a gospel that is not so much good news as fake news?  Do we 

make it sound easy (as opposed to simple) so that it can be received with joy but it doesn’t 

match reality and so when hardships come people haven’t got a resilient enough faith to 

cope?  Have we always been honest about unanswered prayers, difficult questions, our own 

doubts and failings?  We don’t need to be morbid and depressing (we have the hope of 

heaven in our hearts), but we do need to be real. 

 

v.22, “As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.” 

 

When we encounter these people, is it because we have been too earth-bound (despite 

what I’ve just said) to present the greatness of God and the joys of following Christ?  

 

There’s a great story in ancient Greek mythology about the hero Odysseus.  Odysseus 

wanted to sail by the famous ‘Sirens’, monsters who pretended to be beautiful women, 

singing beautiful songs in order to lure sailors to be ship-wrecked on the rocks.  Odysseus 

told his men to fill their ears with wax so they wouldn’t be distracted and tie him to the 

mast as they sailed by.  It worked, but in another story, Orpheus (known to be a wonderful 

musician) also wanted to hear the Sirens’ singing – but had a different plan.  Orpheus simply 

sang a more beautiful song as they sailed past and the sailors lost interest in the Sirens. 
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Can we not present the gospel as a more beautiful song? 

 

And v.23, “But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The churches are full of people like this (that includes you and me) and we need to draw on 

our experiences, be confident enough to tell our stories.  There is plenty of good soil 

around in this part of God’s kingdom.  Let’s not leave people stuck on hard ground or 

struggling with the rocks and thorns, and let us rejoice in the good news that they can be 

part of a rich harvest for God and they themselves can ‘indeed bear fruit.’  That is Jesus’ 

promise. 


