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As an engineer by background, I often remind myself of Newton’s Third Law of Motion – 

For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. 

 

For everything we do and say, whether positive or negative, there will be a positive or 

negative reaction. In a similar way, we have choices about the way in which we live our lives. 

This may include living in a relationship with God or making a decision to go our own way.  

 

In our gospel reading the parable of the sheep and goats, with its mixture of straight 

description and pictorial language, helps us to understand that we are all different and, with 

regard to faith, have been given the freedom of choice. 

 

This parable reveals the Son of Man coming and sitting on his throne in glory. The people of 

the nations are gathered before him and they will be separated, like sheep from goats, into 

two groupings; those who have responded to God’s invitation and are invited into the joy of 

the kingdom, in the presence of the king, and others who are sent away. 

 
The King, however, is no harsh judge, devoid of sympathy or compassion, but who has been 

touched with the reality of our human frailty and weaknesses. 

 

Here, we are reminded of Bible passages which speak of God bringing salvation to his 

people through a new king in the family of David, who will rule with justice and 

righteousness. 

 

As we heard in our Old Testament Bible reading, through the prophet Ezekiel, the LORD 

declares that he himself will be the shepherd of his people. He will gather them from the 

places to which they have been scattered and restore them. He will lead them to safe 

pastures, bind up their wounds, bring back the strays and strengthen the weak. 

 

Jesus understands himself to be the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, and he looks 

forward to the time when God will finally give the kingdom to his people, in and through 

him as the Son of Man, judging the nations with equity, saving and caring for those in need. 

 

The kingship of Jesus, which we are celebrating today, is characterised by the Judgement at 

his coming, who will call the nations and all peoples to account. There will be justice at last, 

God's justice, for the whole world. 

 

The question that must be on everyone's lips must be, 'What is the difference between the 

sheep and the goats in the story?' 

 

In essence, and as we find in other parables, it's the difference between faithfulness and 

unfaithfulness to the Lord; it is about how we live our lives.  

 

And here, in this parable, the faithfulness is defined for us as caring for those whom the king 

calls 'his brothers and sisters'. 

 

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me...” “…Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
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We know that Jesus identifies with the poor, but this is because he is a king who cares for 

his people. 

 

This parable can be correctly seen as Jesus' classic statement of Christian social 

responsibility. Judgement will be on the basis of whether we love our neighbours as 

ourselves; our neighbour as defined in the parable of the Good Samaritan, as anyone in 

need. 

 

Again, reminding ourselves of Newton’s Third Law of Motion - For every action, there is an 

equal and opposite reaction. In all that we do and say, we have the ability and opportunity to 

bring good out of those situations we encounter in life, especially where there is real need. 

 

What is also brought out here is the importance of a growing faith; a relationship with God 

through Jesus, and a living expression of this through our words and deeds, as a mark of our 

true commitment to Christ the King. 

 
 


