
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Peter 1:16-19; Luke 9:28-36 

 

The Transfiguration - 6 August 2017 
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The theme of all three readings is unveiling: the curtain between heaven and earth is 
removed, revealing true eternal reality and the glory and total authority of God. 
 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
After the stories of dreams, the fiery furnace and the lions’ den, the latter half of the book 
of Daniel is less well known. It is complex and daunting, consisting of a series of mind 
blowing visions.  The veil between earth and heaven is removed and the prophets reveal the 
glory and authority of God and “the son of man”. 
 
Kings Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, his all-powerful patrons are dead. Belshazzar is now on 
the throne of Babylon, Daniel is out of favour and the empire is tottering and about to fall.  
The signs are all there!  In the midst of all this uncertainty, Daniel’s visions are received 
(ch7:1). 
 
After a vision of increasingly powerful beasts ravaging the earth, probably symbolizing cruel 
earthly empires (ch 7:2-8), in the portion in our reading “The Ancient of Days” is seen to be 
ultimately in control of all things and thrones of judgement are placed around him.  The 
beasts are destroyed. Then “one like a son of man” appears, who is given dominion and 
authority over all. 
 
In Christian tradition this is seen to be the true reality of the Father and the Son….. 
 
2 Peter 1:16-19 
 
Peter looks forward to the promise of Jesus ‘the morning star’ who will return to rule 
absolutely, putting all things in heaven and earth to rights. (v.19).  In doing so he recalls his 
mountain top experience, his first hand witness of the Transfiguration of our Lord and the 
voice of the Father assuring the Son of his true identity and love (v.17). 
 
This is the only time outside the three synoptic Gospels that the Transfiguration of Jesus is 
referred to. Peter, as an eyewitness assures his readers that it is not a “cleverly devised 
myth” (v. 16) but an assurance of the power and coming of the Lord Jesus as a climax of 
history and the hope for all their futures. This is the true reality. 
 
Luke 9:28-36 
 
One of three accounts of the Transfiguration in the Gospels, all of which occur just after 
after Jesus’ true identity as the expected Messiah ‘The Christ of God’ (Luke 9: 20) is revealed 
through the recognition of Peter at Caesarea Philippi.  Immediately the disciples, led by 
Peter are perplexed and try to deny his insistence that he will suffer and die on the cross. 
From that time on Jesus ‘sets his face towards Jerusalem’ and determinedly travels south to 
fulfil his vocation.   
 
His journey, with Peter, James and John up to the mountain to pray and where he is 
transfigured before them serves to strengthen him in his vocation as the law giver Moses 
and the great prophet Elijah appear to speak with him of ‘his departure” i.e. his death and in 
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their presence of the reality of resurrection.  Even more powerfully the Father’s voice is 
heard reassuring him of his identity as the Son and his love. (v.35).   
 
From there Jesus descends again into the mess of a broken world …. 
 
Once again the veil has been drawn back and true reality in God is revealed. 
 


