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Genesis 28: 10-19a 

This passage contains the account of Jacobs’s dream of a ladder stretching from earth to 

heaven with angels ascending and descending. This description has captured the imagination 

of many including many artists leading to artistic portrayals of this dream such as that of  

William Blake.  Before we let our imagination run riot let us consider the context of this 

dream. Jacob is the second son of Isaac and a grandson of Abraham. Jacob is a man who 

deceives his father and cheats his brother out of his father’s blessing. Jacob is sent away 

from the family, his brother wishing to kill him and his parents sending him away to his 

mother’s family to find a wife.  

It is this man, Jacob who at night grabs a stone to place under his head as he sleeps in the 

open, probably more for protection than for a pillow.  While asleep he experiences this 

amazing vision, not simply of angels but also of God. This vision provides a shape and 

purpose for his life not shaped by fear of his brother or the separation from his family and 

home but of his place in the generous life giving purposes of God. He hears God speaking to 

him, speaking promises of God’s continuing presence with him, of the gift of land and the 

promise of blessing both to him and through him to all people. 

 

Psalm 139: 1-11, 23-24 

A psalm ascribed to David. Here the psalmist speaks of the way God both knows all about 

him and surrounds him. This knowledge leads the psalmist to ask that God both test him 

and lead him. 

 

Romans 8:12-25 

In Jewish thought to be complete as a human one needs both a body and an inner self. This 

understanding is carried into the New Testament and Christian understanding. However, in 

Greek thought, shaped by the philosopher Plato it is only the inner self or soul that is 

important. Reading the first part of this passage from Romans as Paul talks of not ’living 

according to the flesh’ and putting to death the deeds of the body’ it is easy to think that 

our bodies and the material physical existence is not important. Indeed one can be minded 

to think that we as Christians are living only to escape this world. As we read on, however, 

Paul gives us a much fuller and richer picture of God’s purpose of salvation. This gives a 

beautiful picture not only of our freedom and recreation but also of the entire creation 

being set free. 
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Matthew 13:23-40, 36-43 

These verses relate to one of a group of parables in what is referred to as the third 

discourse of Jesus in Matthew’s gospel. This group of parables are focused on the Kingdom 

of God.  This parable speaks of the need for patience, of God’s purpose and timing.  It is 

also uncomfortable as it speaks about future judgement and separation.  

The explanation of the parable ends with the phrase “let anyone with ears listen” or literally 

“the one having ears let him hear.” Hearing is not only about the sense of hearing but also 

relates to how we think, respond and act on what we have heard. There is therefore the 

question we are left with of “What kind of hearer will I be? 

 

 

 

 

 


