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Gen 37.1-4, 12-28 or 1 Kings 19.9-18 

Romans 10.5-15 

Matthew 14. 22-33 
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I suggest the overall theme of today’s readings could be summed up in the phrase ‘God’s 

grace is sufficient’ or in John Newton’s words “Amazing Grace” (which would be an obvious 

hymn choice for today). 

 

In Romans, Paul addresses salvation. Who can be saved and how? The answer is simple, only 

by putting our trust in Jesus Christ. Our own efforts do nothing and are irrelevant – we 

simply need to call on the name of the Lord (v13). 

 

The Gospel reading comes just after the miracle of feeding the 5000 with five loaves and 

two fish. In today’s passage, we may be inclined to focus on the excitement of Peter and 

walking on water. But first we should notice how Jesus responds to the inevitable adulation 

caused by the miracle by both the disciples and the crowds. He dismisses both so that he 

can pray alone (v23). Jesus frequently does this during his ministry, both after times of 

‘success’ as is the case here (or e.g. Mark 1.35-39) and in times of ‘testing’ such as in 

Gethsemane (Mt 26.36ff). We can only guess at what went on during his time of prayer but 

it may not be too speculative to suggest two things: first, a refocussing on God’s Kingdom 

rather than himself (being humble before his Father rather than presenting as the hero 

messiah); and second listening to the Father (who is perhaps continuing to speak words of 

affirmation that were heard at Jesus’ baptism and pointing the way ahead). 

 

Peter continues to demonstrate his impetuous and spontaneous character when, seeing 

Jesus on the water, he says: “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you on the water.” (v28) 

And in that moment, as Peter responds wholeheartedly to Jesus, he finds himself walking on 

the lake. If only he could have kept his focus on Jesus but perhaps it is not surprising that his 

attention shifted to his human self and the impossibility of his situation. Tom Wright, in his 

Matthew for Everyone commentary says Peter is “caught between glory and terror”. What a 

brilliant phrase that so accurately describes the reality of being a Christian disciple. And here 

again, we see the sufficiency of grace and the inadequacy of human power. “Lord, save me!” 

says Peter and immediately Jesus reaches out his hand with a gentle rebuke “why did you 

doubt?” (v30f) Not only is salvation by grace, so is discipleship. 

 

I have not made mention of either of the possible OT readings in the sermon. But both fit 

with the overall message: 

 

If you use the ‘related’ OT reading from 1 Kings, we have this wonderful personal 

encounter of Elijah with God, who asks one of the most powerful questions in scripture: 

“What are you doing here?” As Elijah pours out his heart, his frustration and his apparent 

failure, God completely changes his perspective and enables him to hear that there is hope 

for the future and what he should do next.  

 

If you use the ‘continuous’ OT reading from Genesis 37, we have the start of the account of 

Joseph and his family that takes another 10 chapters to unfold and resolve. For Joseph, it 
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was a journey of terror that becomes glorious, because God was at work and by grace 

alone, a nation was saved from starvation and death. 
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