
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Text: John 15.15 

‘I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 

I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father.’ 
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Some words from the gospel reading we’ve just heard: ‘I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 

I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.’ Words spoken by Jesus to 

his disciples, to help them understand more about their true relationship to him, and so to God. 

In just over a week’s time I shall be on stage in a production of Oklahoma! It’s a great show, 

set in the American mid-west, and one of the themes running through it is the rivalry 

between the ‘cowmen’ and the ‘farmers’. 

Now, I am in fact a farmer, and I’m working hard to be ready for opening night. My slow, 

farmer’s drawl is getting there (just about); my specialist farmer’s walk isn’t bad at all, unlike 

my dancing, which is generally pretty appalling; the song words are mostly there now as 

well. 

But the bit I’ve got more or less perfect is the great fight scene, which comes during the 

song, ‘The Farmer and the Cowman should be friends’. If they should be friends, the reality 

is that they are deeply suspicious of each other, and are actually enemies. So even as I’m 

singing, ‘Oh, the farmer and the cowman should be friends…’, I’m merrily hitting whichever 

cowboy happens to be in front of me! 

It’ll make for a great show, but of course it’s a painfully accurate reflection of how human 

relationships seem to work. We should be friends, but all too often we’re enemies. 

Jesus described a contrast between friends and servants – not friends and enemies: ‘I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father.’ 

In fact, the word he used wasn’t ‘servant’, but ‘slave’. And although we may not like to admit 

it, slavery is on the rise again in the modern world, even here in the UK. Of course it’s 

illegal, but it exists: in roadside car-washing businesses, in fruit picking, and in other even 

more murky bits of our society. These modern day slaves are, in a very immediate sense, 

the opposite of our friends. We know nothing about them or their lives. And they know 

nothing about the place they’ve been taken to under duress. 

We wouldn’t describe these actual, modern day slaves as our ‘enemies’, like the cowmen 

and the farmers in Oklahoma. No – these slaves are actually our ‘non-friends’ because we 

do not know anything about them. 

And all too often our instinct with respect to God is to be ‘non-friends’, trapped by 

something that stops us knowing him; trapped by the power of sin. 
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But Jesus says to us: ‘I do not call you slaves any longer, because the slave does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father.’ 

Jesus opens our eyes. He makes us aware of our true relationship to him and to God. He 

shows us everything that matters. 

In John’s gospel this point is rammed home time and time again. The great signs that Jesus 

does open our eyes to God’s presence with us. When Jesus says, ‘I am the true vine; I am 

the bread of life; I am the good shepherd…’, he opens our eyes to God’s purposes. And 

above all else, when Jesus is ‘lifted up’ on the Cross, he opens our eyes to the love he has 

for us, and he opens our eyes to God. 

My song from Oklahoma needs adapting: ‘Oh, the Saviour and his loved ones, they are 

friends…’ 

This a friendship that we scarcely deserve, that we do not even choose, but that Jesus 

extends to us freely and in love. It’s a friendship that overcomes the power of slavery to sin 

and death. And it’s a friendship that gives us perfect awareness of God’s fruitful purposes for 

his whole creation. 

‘I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 

my Father.’ 

Amen. 


