
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

‘Seeing is believing’ 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple – 28th January, 2018 
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Presentation – ‘Seeing is believing’ Malachi 3.1-5, Hebrews 2.14-18, Luke 2.22-40 

 

Seeing is believing – and that is more true than we might imagine.  If I read it on the side of a 

bus, it must be true; if I saw it in the newspaper, it must be true; if all the pictures I see in 

magazine show perfect people, then that must how I could look too.  The truth is, the side 

of the bus only says what someone is paying for, all newspapers have an agenda on top of 

simply reporting the news, and people only look perfect in magazines with the help of a 

computer. 

 

We are remarkably tied to the visible.  If we can see it, it's true, if we can't then it isn't - or I 

can pretend it isn't.  And that's the big danger with invisibility - as we grow more 

accustomed to something being out of sight, we really do forget that it’s still there. 

 

The gospel reading today is about two people who held onto a reality that others seemed 

unable to see and therefore no longer respond to. 

 

Simeon had been waiting for something promised to him – the promise of salvation for 

Israel.  We don't know how long he'd been waiting, but the passage reads as though it was 

more than just a few minutes.  “This man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” 

 

Anna had also been waiting a long time.  Over the years her faith, her assurance that God 

would act, remained undiminished.  “She was of a great age. She never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and 

began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem.”  There were others looking, but only she saw. 
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Early on in the passage, when Luke says, "When the time came," and, "There was a man in 

Jerusalem, who was looking forward," there’s a sense of something outside our control – a 

confidence that events will happen, but only in God's good time.  Simeon and Anna, rather 

than getting frustrated by the waiting and not being able to see had remained alert to the 

possibility that anything could happen at any moment - God's future might spring into view 

any minute now. 

 

One minute, a young girl called Mary was doing normal, ordinary things, and the next an 

angel was telling her about a miraculous baby.  One minute Paul was riding on his donkey, 

the next he was flat on his back with all the glory of Jesus blinding him from seeing anything 

else.  One minute David was a shepherd boy, the next he was being hauled in from the fields 

to be anointed king of Israel.  Things can happen in an instant, God's plans can unfold as 

dramatically as that - but we have to open our eyes, our mouths, our lives to be ready.  Just 

because we can't see the future doesn't mean that it's not coming. 

 

Simeon was a 'wonderer', someone who was filled with hope and expectation, with the faith 

that since God had promised he would deliver.  It might take ten minutes, it might take ten 

years - but we must hold on to what we know of the power and the glory of God, even 

when we can't see it, because it can completely transform the way we feel about everything 

and everyone. 

 

Driving through the North Essex countryside this week, although nothing was moving, there 

was still sense of something happening.  Newly planted fields are a sign of hope and faith.  

We all know that things can look dead, empty and rather unpromising, but suddenly, 

something's there.  We should all be able to wait and prepare for the day when what God 

has promised will suddenly appear, when that one blade of grass peeps through the soil to 

hint at the rich harvest about the come. 
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If we lose sight of the sun, we know it's still there shining just as brightly - and it's that 

conviction that makes us get on with life rather than giving up hope of a tomorrow.  If the 

seeds get buried under the soil, it's the conviction that something is still happening that gives 

us hope for a harvest.  Simeon knew that God is God even if he had to wait and wait and 

wait - and that conviction kept him alert to meet the moment when it came. 

 

Anna, “never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child.”  Here was 

someone else was had been waiting and watching - and was therefore able to spot the 

moment. 

 

Anna could rejoice in the redemption of God's people because she saw at last the one who 

would bring it.  Her waiting had not been in vain.  Keeping in mind something of the glory 

and mercy of God, even when it's not easy to see, even when the waiting seems 

interminable, makes all the difference.  If we can follow the examples of Simeon and Anna, 

waiting can be seen in the context of God’s constant presence, suffering in the context of 

heaven, injustice in the context of the cross, grief in the context of the resurrection - all 

these things are seen differently when seen in the context of eternity. 

 

After seeing Anna and Simeon's reactions, "The child's father and mother marvelled at what 

was said about him."  Mary and Joseph also became wonderers themselves.  It was many 

years before the start of Jesus’ public ministry and so it was a long period of pondering and 

waiting for them too. 

 

All of us are waiting for something from God - an answer to some need we have, some 

prayer that we've uttered many times over.  If you're growing impatient or weary of the 

wait, remember that the answer might come today.  Become a wonderer, a marveller at 

what God has already done and all that he has promised to do - and may your eyes and ears 

be open to catch the moment when it comes, to recognise the presence of Jesus, to be 
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touched by God and inspired to sing his praise.  Of course, the moment might not be today 

- but it will come.  That's not my promise, it's God's. 

 


