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Living up to the expectations others place on us can be tricky. I wonder what expectations 

others have of you and how those expectations have shaped your life and relationships. 

In today’s reading from the gospel of Mark we come face to face with a number of different 

expectations and understandings of who Jesus is and what he should be doing. Through the 

stories of these different expectations and understandings of the characters who meet Jesus 

we are also asked an unspoken question, we are asked to consider what the right way to 

respond to Jesus is. 

 

The author of Mark’s gospel begins his gospel with the words in Mark 1:1 “the beginning of 

the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God”. This is the framework within which the 

gospel of Mark is written and provides us with the author’s understanding of who Jesus is. 

We need to hold on to this understanding as we consider the verses we have heard in the 

reading from Mark chapter 3. For through chapter 3 Mark describes several different scenes 

where people meet Jesus and he describes their reactions to him.  

 

In the centre of this chapter, in verses just preceding today’s reading, Mark describes a 

scene with Jesus withdrawing up a mountain to appoint the twelve disciples.  Jesus calls 

them and they come to him.  In Mark’s account of this he gives the names of each of the 

twelve and tells us that Jesus names them apostles, the sent ones, to be both with him and 

to be sent out.   This description of the twelve disciples appears exclusive. But hold onto 

this scene, of those who learn from Jesus and are then sent to do his will and proclaim his 

message. 

 

The events of the rest of the chapter serve to explore and to highlight what is and what is 

not the right response to Jesus.  Earlier in the day crowds have been following Jesus seeking 

healing, listening to him and now at the end of the day as Jesus seeks to go to a home he still 

cannot escape from the crowds.  

 

What happens next is perhaps shocking. Jesus’ family arrive, wanting to take him away with 

them. They apparently fear he has lost his mind. They are not alone in this perspective 

because scribes, religious leaders who have arrived on the scene from Jerusalem have a 

similar although more dangerous perspective. They suggest that Jesus’ ability to cast out 

demons is proof that he is in fact working for the devil.  

 

Jesus speaks to the crowd and teaches them. Then once again his family, his mother and 

brothers appear, gathering outside where he is teaching, interrupting, calling him, wanting to 

take him away with them. It is clear that at this point in the life of Jesus the expectations of 

family clash with the work that Jesus is doing and the things he is saying. The writer of 

Mark’s gospel is not alone in describing this for we find a similar description in both 

Matthew and in Luke’s gospels. 
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Later, much later, Mary stands at the foot of the cross and watches her son die. After Jesus’ 

resurrection and ascension Mary is described as joining the disciples in prayer in the Upper 

Room.  Faith and understanding clearly come but not immediately. Rather Jesus’ behaviour, 

his healing and teachings initially cause confusion and concern for his family, particularly as 

this ministry is even preventing him from stopping and eating. 

 

Our passage today in the wider context of the chapter explores the question not stated but 

set out in the way Mark presents people responding to Jesus of what is the right way to 

respond to him. At the end of the passage Jesus himself provides the answer by addressing 

the crowd sat around him. “Here are my mother and brothers! Whoever does the will of 

God is my brother and sister and mother.”   

 

Remember I suggested earlier that you hold onto the scene of Jesus calling the twelve. The 

group called to be both disciples and apostles. A group called to be both with Jesus and to 

be sent out by him. Here as the crowd sits and learns from Jesus in the way of students, 

disciples with a teacher, we find there is a space of invitation. For Jesus in this remarkable 

statement invites others to come and learn from him. There is also an affirmation of 

belonging, belonging to God’s family, for in coming and joining the crowd, sitting with him 

and seeking to learning from him as well as to serve him, you too can be part of the family. 

 


