
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

‘What are you like?’ 

Trinity 4 – 9 July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

What is Jesus like? I suppose we all have in our mind a picture – perhaps of a bearded man 

with long hair and blue eyes – looking a little like Robert Powell and speaking with an English 

accent. You see, for many people, we’ve allowed our image of Jesus to become domesticated; 

sanitised. For some people, Jesus – the Lion of Judah - has become (in the words of Dorothy 

L Sayers) ‘a fitting household pet for pale curates and pious old ladies’. 

 

There is deep within the human psyche a tendency to want God to be as we would have him 

be. If not to form God in our own image, then at least to use some filters, enhancements and 

to take the edge off him a bit. 

 

And so it was – 2000 years ago in Palestine. At the time of Jesus there were those who took 

refuge in an elaborate religion full of ‘do’s and ‘don't’s and theirs was a God who kept the 

score; a God who was on the side of those who behaved properly. And then there were 

others who formed part of the political elite. There’s was a God of the natural – not the 

supernatural. They imagined no heaven – above us only sky. No life beyond death. No 

resurrection. And others still whose hearts were set on social revolution. They wanted liberty 

at any cost and their God was a warrior; a violent God who blessed violent actions. And then 

there were those for whom purity and exclusion were the order of the day. They would cut 

themselves off from others, make sure that they were ritually cleansed, unpolluted in thought 

or action. And their God could likewise never be sullied. He would never be contaminated 

by the mess and the muck and the mire of this world. Each of these groups had a picture of 

what God was like and in their heart of hearts they believed that they would recognise God 

- if only God would conform to their preconceptions and prejudices. 

 

And so along came Jesus. In our Gospel reading, he is still reeling with the news that his cousin 

has been imprisoned and he looks out at this odd collection of people and says, ‘What are 

you like?’ ‘You are like children sitting in the market places, saying to each other “We played 

the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”’ 

 

‘We played the flute for you’; we threw a party but that wasn’t your scene because you don’t 

do that kind of thing or because you’re above that kind of thing or because you are so earnest 

that you see gaiety as a distraction or because you are so puritanical that you probably think 

that dancing is of the devil. 

 

And then we wailed for you; we expressed our grief. But maybe you just think we had it 

coming or that there’s no point losing sleep over it or that we’re being weak or that our 

minds have become so clouded with emotion that we’ve lost our sense of perspective.  
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And so Jesus carries on. He says to them, ‘So when John the Baptist came neither eating nor 

drinking, you said he was demon possessed.’ That is - of course - the easiest way to not have 

to deal with something or someone. You demonise them. You make them less than human. 

John the Baptist was calling for change - repentance - a root and branch reform of who we 

are. And that is threatening, so it was easier to say that we didn’t have to take him seriously 

because he was clearly mad or demon possessed. 

 

‘But then when Son of Man came’ - says Jesus – ‘eating and drinking – and demonstrating his 

humanity’, you said “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” 

Jesus is referencing Deuteronomy Chapter 21 which says that If someone has a stubborn and 

rebellious son who will not do as he is told, then his parents should take him to the elders 

and say, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not do what we want him to do. 

He is a glutton and a drunkard.’ Then – it says - he will be put to death. 

 

Jesus has read them so well. They despise the liberty by which he lives. They hate his non-

conformity. He is – they say - a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. 

He reclines at tables with the am-harets - with the outcasts – the rejected – the unclean.  

 

Jesus did not conform to their preconceptions and prejudices just as he does not conform to 

our preconceptions and prejudices. 

 

Our notion of a tame, domesticated Jesus is soon turned upside-down by the Jesus we see 

portrayed in the gospels. The Jesus who was moved to tears by the death of a friend and by 

the self-destructiveness of the people of Jerusalem; the Jesus who was frustrated by the stiff-

necked stubbornness of others;  the Jesus for whom displays of simple faith – or costly 

generosity - absolutely thrilled him.  The Jesus who was more emotional and spontaneous 

than the average person, not less. Not less.  

 

This Jesus cannot be contained or controlled. He cannot be manipulated or moderated.  

But he is the Jesus who stands before us now. ‘Come to me’ he says, ‘all you that are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, all of you who have had enough. Come to me’ he says – ‘and 

I will give you rest’.  
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Jesus gives us a picture of a God who wins us by love rather than threats, who accepts and 

adores us while we’re still a mess, and who sees us as we are and heals us and gives us rest.  

 

And Jesus says, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants’. You see – infants, 

children, do not presume to manipulate God and neither do they seek to tame him. They just 

receive him as he is and are open to his gift of grace. 

 

May that be true of us. May we receive God as God is and may we be open to all that he longs 

to give us. Amen. 

 


