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The God who speaks in the darkness. 
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The readings for today all touch on the experience of darkness and evil, this can be both 

within us or what we experience through simply living in the world. This can lead us to a 

desire to escape from the reality we find ourselves in.  

 

In our Bible reading from Genesis we are introduced to a man on the run. This man Jacob 

has, under his mother’s guidance, both deceived his father and cheated his brother. He has 

been sent away from the family home on the pretext of finding a wife, but his sending is also 

for his own safety from his brother who wishes to kill him. In this set of circumstances and 

this family background we might well wonder what good can come from this situation or 

what good can emerge in this particular man’s life. 

 

So how does the story unfold; well as night falls Jacob needs somewhere to stay and 

sleeping out in the open he takes a stone and puts it under his head. This stone may well be 

the equivalent of slipping a gun under a pillow, a weapon at hand as he sleeps, for he is on 

the run and is afraid for his life.  

 

Jacob then has a dream of a staircase joining earth and heaven with angels ascending and 

descending. Because of this other worldly image of a dream with heaven and angels it is easy 

to miss that God also appears in this dream. God is described as both standing and speaking. 

 

In biblical traditions, dreams, particularly where God is seen and heard, are often 

understood as signposts. This is such a moment, for as Jacob wakes and remembers the 

dream he says “Surely the Lord is in this place”. 

 

For Jacob, the cheat and deceiver, the man on the run, is provided a different vision of the 

reality he finds himself in and is given a different framework by which to live. In one sense 

nothing has changed, he is still Jacob the man on the run shaped by his background and 

choices, but in another sense everything has changed.  For his situation and choices for living 

are set within a much bigger picture of God’s gracious choosing, provision and blessing.  

 

The Psalmist similarly echoes this experience of the discovery that God is present framing it 

in a question “Where can I flee from your presence?” The psalmist explores both distance 

and darkness and discovers that even darkness is not dark for God. 
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Whilst each of readings speak of the presence of God it would be too simplistic to suggest 

that this removes all the pain or the presence of evil.  Rather our readings speak both of the 

presence of evil and of a longing for God to complete his work of renewing, restoring not 

simply humanity but the whole of creation. 

 

In our Gospel reading, Jesus speaking in a parable of the kingdom of God, describes the 

kingdom of God as a field in which alongside the good seed of wheat, weeds have also been 

sown. This parable speaks of the presence of evil and perhaps surprisingly Jesus encourages 

a waiting until harvest before separating the wheat from the weeds. 

 

This waiting for God is similarly expressed by Paul in Romans as “the whole creation groans 

in labour pains.”  This is also experienced by God’s people who also groan inwardly.  

 

There is a longing to see Gods purpose for us and creation fulfilled, there is a painful waiting 

as if in child birth.  

 

So how do we live in the reality in which we live, aware of the presence of evil, experiencing 

at times that sense of darkness. 

 

Jacob discovered in God’s speaking to him in his conflicted state that God will both be with 

him but will also guide him. The psalmist similarly having discovered that even in the dark 

God can be found, and so asks God to lead him.  Paul calls those who are led by Gods spirit 

as children of God.   For we discover our identity as we respond to the God who speaks 

and leads 

 

So we wait for God’s future with hope and anticipation. Not a static waiting but a waiting 

that seeks God’s leading, a waiting that knows that God’s voice can break through even the 

darkest moment, a waiting that is shaped by the promise of God.  

 

 


