
Tenth Sunday after Trinity      

Matthew 15. 10-28 

Today’s readings continue the themes of God’s redemptive and reconciling 

action in the world, especially at the point of human relationship. God 

reconciles fractured humanity. The reading from the book of Genesis sets out 

the fractured relationships within a family as a beginning place to explore this 

theme but as we read the Epistle and the Gospel, we understand that this 

reconciling work of God also addresses national, racial, cultural and gender 

fractures in human community. 

God’s redemptive grace breaks all the barriers we humans encounter and 

create in our social and religious context.  The Canaanite woman’s cultural and 

gender identity makes her doubly inappropriate in the first century Judaism. 

Jesus’ first response reinforces the lines of estrangement between himself and 

this woman. But she persists even in the face of being ignored, grumbled at, 

rebuked and dismissed twice. Being a foreigner and being a female is no 

barrier. Jesus requires nothing of this woman: no demand for conversion, no 

instruction to go-and-sell-all-you-have and not even an advice to go-and-sin-

no-more. Jesus vindicates her insistence that she too is eligible. This is radical 

reconciliation brought about by God’s redemptive grace. 

This episode is set in the context of Jesus’ teaching on the things that defile 

(Mtt 15.1-10). The disciples have brought to Jesus’ attention that the Pharisees 

have taken offense at Jesus statement that it was not what goes into our 

mouth but what comes out of our mouth that defiles us. Jesus clarifies that 

what defiles a person is that what comes out of us. That which comes out of 

our hearts includes our prejudices and unhealthy presuppositions that shape 

our approach to other people.  We keep judging people because of those 

conscious and unconscious biases and build boundaries and barriers around us 

and others. But God’s grace keeps breaking those barriers and taking down 

those boundary walls. He earlier declared all food was clean; now he proves 

that all people are clean. Even the outcast is welcomed in the community of 

Jesus. 

 



I am sure that we would not have any difficulty in recognizing the division and 

fragmentation we represent.  Beneath a world marked by the increasing 

polarization of individuals and groups lies the need for healing, wholeness and 

reconciliation. The fragmentation of human relationship, whether in the form 

of family, gender, religious, ethnic or racial division, reveals the need for 

healing and reconciliation. God’s reconciling work in the world invites his 

children to participate in it. Living out this biblical passage does not mean just 

recognizing God’s work of reconciliation and approaching him in humility but 

being the people of reconciliation, those who heal the wounds and help 

establishing a community where the manifold fractures of humanity can be 

healed. That is our calling. 

The woman in the story is a model of faith. She knew she was undeserving and 

she made no legal claims. She came to Jesus empty handed, but full of hope 

and faith. She did not ask for a place at the table, only for a few crumbs from it. 

She is there, first of all, persistent not giving up. She refused to be stopped 

either by Jesus’ reluctance or by the disciples’ irritation. She persists in her 

conviction that Jesus can do for her what she desperately needs. In her single-

minded pursuit of Jesus, she presents a remarkable contrast to the scribes and 

Pharisees with their legal entanglements (15.1-9) and the disciples with their 

lack of understanding (15.10-20). 

The woman is not only persistent, she is free of pretention. The term ‘dogs’ 

was regularly applied to the gentiles. The woman has every right to take 

offense. But her response, certainly to be read as more than a witty retort, 

indicates that she is beyond recrimination. She is willing to wear the label as 

long as she can get food from the table.  She accepts her secondary status as 

an outsider but takes the risk of remaining a petitioner. She grasps what the 

disciples and the crowd, as Jews, cannot perceive – that the good news 

belongs to the outsiders too. As a result, this woman facilitates Jesus’ 

movement across ethnic borders, an action that anticipates the wider mission 

to the world. 

This biblical episode challenges us to understand our God whose mission in this 

world is reconciling fractured humanity and to be his agents of reconciliation in 

this world while responding to him in persistence and without pretensions. 



May God bless us in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 


