
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Isaiah 51.1-6, Romans 12.1-8, Matthew 16.13-20 
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Isaiah 51:1-6 
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called 
him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her 
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, 
and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the 
peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

One of the basic injunctions of scripture – faith comes by listening (verses 1 & 4, and again 

in v.7) and looking, through seeking the Lord. 

Remembering the past can often give us encouragement for the future – especially if that 

past didn’t look very promising at the time, “Abraham was but one when I called him.”  That 

is the rock from which we are cut – paralleling Jesus’ words to Peter in Matthew 16. 

Faith can also be helped by looking to the future, “the earth will wear out like a garment.” 

I have experiences of God that give me confidence for the things I face today, and I have a 

hope for the future that also changes the way I face the problems of today. 

In the second half of this passage God talks about, “my people, my nation, my justice, my 

deliverance, my salvation, my arm.”  This is a very personal God who is actively involved in 

his creation – and this re-ordering of things is very much in line with the exhortation in the 

Romans reading not to be conformed to this world. 

 

Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 
that you may discern what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. 
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We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

An amazing passage about personal sacrifice and discipline, about the counter-cultural 

nature of the Christian life, and about way we are all inextricably linked with one another. 

There is a sharp contrast between the ways we regard our bodies today.  Are they to be 

glorified rather than offered in sacrifice, to be ‘eternalised’ through diet, exercise, surgery, 

and so on, rather than through the promise of immortality that faith in Christ brings? 

As ‘living’ sacrifices, we’re not seen to be martyrs through death, but through the way we 

live our everyday lives – through our love of neighbour, seeking justice, being good news to 

the poor, etc.. 

Some people might look at those who go to church and feel that we must have been 

brainwashed to believe what we do – and I couldn’t agree more.  I don’t know want goes on 

anyone else’s head, but mine could certainly do with a good washing.  I long for an even 

greater renewing of my mind.   Find the writings of people like Lesslie Newbigin, Vincent 

Donovan and Vishal Mangalwadi so helpful - helping us to see which part of our faith is 

cultural and which is truly gospel. 

One of the best ways we can avoid being conformed to this world is by our fellow pilgrims.  

Being part of a body of diversity is a great way of being challenged to think again.  Coming to 

a Diocese as diverse as Chelmsford has helped me to grow enormously - I may not agree 

with everything, but I’ve had to look hard again at why that might be. 

A recent study has tried to quantify the loss to the nation through people doing jobs that 

don’t use their particular skills – and it’s surprisingly large.  We need to honour, celebrate 

and encourage the gifts people have and to draw them into the whole body. 

 

Matthew 16:13-20 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
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v.13  Caesarea Philippi is furthest from Jerusalem that Jesus travelled.  The bible gives us no 

reason why Jesus went there or what he did – but he set out from this point to fulfil is 

ministry in Jerusalem, perhaps to give himself and/or his disciples time to prepare. 

This point marks the turning point in the gospel.  It follows the healing of the blind man - 

and now turns to opening the eyes of the disciples.  In that story, the blind man can see 

partially, and then perfectly - which is what happens here too.  And both are told to keep 

quiet. 

The disciples showed that they had gathered what others thought of Jesus, but they could 

also see that they were wrong - he was not just another of the prophets (even if there was 

some truth in that), they needed to go further.  The same goes for us today, we should 

know (or find out) what other people think and we should discern - 'Have they got Jesus 

right?' 

v.14  All these answers identified Jesus with someone from the past, and none of them as 

someone unique. 

They all told some truth about Jesus, but also limited the truth about him. 

John prepared people to receive, Jesus did the actual giving. 

Elijah had powerful ministry, but it was not his own power. 

Jeremiah had undeserved suffering, the most Christ-like of the prophets - but he was no 

more than a prophet. 

The big difference, or course, is that Jesus is the fulfilment of prophecy, not the messenger. 

v.15  What actually matters is what we ourselves think of Jesus, we can't hide our faith in 

the faith of others - we have to take responsibility ourselves. 

The answer Peter gave was his own, and not one borrowed from someone else or heard 

elsewhere.  What's important is our relationship with Jesus, not anyone else's. 

At the end of the day, we each have to confess Jesus as Lord.  It won't do just to say that 

others think he is, or to get our own faith second hand. 

Jesus cannot be described in human terms.  

 v.17  The gift of faith is from God alone. 

If building church on this rather shaky rock isn't testimony to love, forgiveness, grace and 

power of God, then what is?  

 v.19  A Rabbi’s ideas, rules, etc. were known as his yoke – so if you became one of his 

disciples you took his yoke upon yourself. 
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If a new Rabbi came along, with new teaching, his authority had to be confirmed by two 

other established Rabbis.  At Jesus’ baptism, two voices affirmed his authority and status – 

those of John the Baptist and God. 

If the Rabbi confirmed what other Rabbis had said, he was said to ‘bind’ their teaching.  If he 

came up with a new interpretation (‘You have heard it said…, but I say to you…’), he was 

said to have ‘loosed’ the previous teaching (Matt.16:19).  When a Rabbi gave his disciples the 

authority to bind and loose, it was said that he was, ‘giving the keys of the kingdom.’  Jesus 

was giving his disciples authority the show new understanding (of course, consistent with 

the wider picture of scripture, etc.), to think it through for themselves.  And now it’s our 

turn. 

 


