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Those of us who spend some of our time setting up meetings know how wonderful it is when people 

reply quickly. It’s great when all those asked to attend, respond by return with their availability or 

otherwise. Arrangements can be made, venues booked and other meeting slots freed up. If that is 

true for such mundane matters, how much more important are swift responses to a wedding 

invitation.  

 

There are various puzzling features in the parable Jesus tells in Matthew chapter 22. The obvious 

first question is why so many potential guests should have spurned such an invitation. An invitation 

to a royal wedding, no less! The second attempt to draw them in meets with no more success than 

the first. Farming and other business claim the time and energy of those invited. The picture we’re 

given is of people who are missing out. Their exclusion from the banquet is entirely unnecessary. 

They have been asked, not once but twice. They fail to understand the significance of the invitation; 

they choose far less enticing activities, and even resort to killing the servants sent with the 

invitations. 

 

For Christians in many parts of the world, such a violent reaction to God’s call to take part in his love 

feast is all too familiar. The sharing of faith is greeted with hostility and suspicion instead of interest 

and understanding. In our society, we’re more familiar with disinterest and people making other 

choices. We’re often puzzled that many people find all kinds of things more inspiring than 

discovering the richness of life with Jesus, and the joy of drawing close to him.  

 

We see another example of people making a different choice in the reading from Exodus. The people 

of Israel had grown tired of waiting for Moses to come down from the mountain, their patience was 

at an end and they took matters into their own hands. They used their gold jewellery to create an 

image to be at the centre of their worship and celebration. That choice, their actions, surely 

reflected their failure to grasp God’s greatness, and the extent of what he had done for them. It was 

really Yahweh who had brought them up out of Egypt – Moses was simply his servant.  

 

What is our usual response to misunderstanding and rejection and worse? We can be tempted to 

give up, to retreat into a holy huddle and look inwards. But in both Exodus and Matthew 22 the 

reaction is quite different. But the Lord doesn’t bring disaster on his people despite the manufacture 

of the golden calf, and continues to journey with them through the wilderness and beyond. The 

invitations to the wedding banquet are issued still more widely. God longs for the wedding hall to be 

filled with guests. Such immense love is steadfast and unchanging in the face of rejection of different 

kinds, and we see that supremely in the death of Jesus.  
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What does this mean for us? Surely we are called to persevere in our invitations to share in God’s 

great banquet. We may be quite surprised by those who respond, and we need to recognise the 

reality that some choose not to do so.  

 

But before we leave the Exodus story, and this parable, don’t we need to hear them again as maybe 

being about us? It’s all too easy to think that Jesus is talking about ‘them’, about other people, about 

‘non-Christians’. We don’t manufacture idols or spurn God’s invitation. Well perhaps not literally. 

But aren’t we sometimes tempted to give up on watching and waiting for God to act in God’s good 

time? Do we succumb to the temptation to take matters into our own hands? That might be about 

getting on with a smaller scale project that will benefit our church rather than allowing the vision to 

emerge for something that will serve and bless the wider community. Or it could be that we simply 

change jobs rather than exploring whether our sense of restlessness is part of God’s call to some 

kind of ministry. We need the Holy Spirit to show us afresh the greatness of God’s love, the wonder 

of his purposes and the delight of sitting at his table. Then we won’t want to be anywhere else but at 

the wedding banquet and the appeal of fields and business will vanish. 

 

But will we be properly dressed at the wedding? The guest without the appropriate garment stands 

out from the crowd. Where has he gone wrong and what’s the reason for his silence when he is 

addressed? Perhaps he isn’t numbered among those arrayed in white clothes, because he has failed 

to acknowledge Jesus before others? The image in Revelation 19 is of the bride being given fair linen 

to wear, standing for ‘the righteous acts of the saints’. Those of us who are baptised into Christ, 

baptised into his death and resurrection, are called to live out that high status in our daily lives. 

When we struggle to do that, we remember that our Christian service is a response to God’s love 

and forgiveness, never a means of securing it. Everything has been done for us, all is ready, the 

banquet is prepared.  

 

We need simply to respond to the invitation. And then we will truly know what it is to rejoice, and to 

know the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. Amen. 


