
Dedham Parish Children and Families Worker November 2017

Thank you for showing interest in this post.   

Dedham is a rural parish just north of Colchester with a population of about 2,000 people. It is a 
beautiful place to live being in the heart of ‘Constable Country’

I have been in post as  Vicar since November 2016.  At that time Dedham was joined with the 
adjoining parish of Ardleigh.

The history 

Dedham had a traditional Sunday School ministry run by committed volunteers until four years 
ago. This was complemented by a family service.

The current picture

There are currently only a few children and their parents involved in the worshipping life of our 
churches. Most of these attend our monthly informal and contemporary Revive @ 5 service. A 
small group of High School age young people meet for bible teaching on a twice monthly basis and 
socials – led by parent volunteers.

When advertising for a new Vicar Dedham explicitly identified the need to re-connect with 
children and families as a priority for the new incumbent.

Dedham Church of England Voluntary Controlled School has over 200 pupils and is very open to 
ministry from the church. The Vicar and retired minister take assemblies at the schools on a twice 
monthly basis and the Vicar visits to support staff and pupils. Open the Book Bible Assemblies take 
place at Dedham led by a team from Dedham Church. There are at least termly school services in 
the churches. The Deputy Head has been on the working party that has been drawing up the job 
description for this post.

There is also a thriving parents and toddlers group that takes place in the village on a weekly basis. 

In the neighbouring parish of Ardleigh Amanda Watts works voluntarily reaching out to children 
and families: she organises the Assembly Programme at the school with the Headteacher, takes 
assemblies and leads a lunchtime bible discovery club. She is a School Governor. She also visits the 
pre-schools.



There are other key points of contact with the church through the year – festivals such as Easter 
and Mothering Sunday and especially Christmas (Crib Services on Christmas Eve saw 500+ 
attending).

The potential

It’s through the generosity of a local charity that we are able to fund this new post. It is a fixed 
term contract for an initial period of 5 years. It will be suit someone who is comfortable working 
in a rural context, and who is excited by the prospect of pioneering this new ministry in the parish. 
Whilst we have outlined some of the proposed areas of ministry in the job description these are 
not prescriptive and we expect the role to evolve over time.

We would envisage the focus of this role to be with children aged 0-11 and their families (i.e. not 
High School).

I am personally very committed to reaching out to children and families and so you will have 
support and mentoring from me. In a previous parish role I made a similar appointment and helped
that person to develop a successful ministry.  You will also work closely with Amanda Watts who 
will be able to offer you support and mentoring.

Possible accommodation

Substantially subsidised accommodation (a 2 bedroom cottage in the village) is available for the 
post holder by the agreement of a separate charity in the village. Please feel free to give me a call 
to discuss this further.

How to Apply 

If you would like to apply for the vacancy, please complete and return an application form to the 
address below. Part D of the application forms asks you to provide a supporting statement; please 
ensure you provide examples of how you meet the requirements for the role.  Please note, CVs 
will not be accepted as part of the application process.  The deadline for applications is Sunday 3rd

December 2017.  

If you would like further information about the vacancy,  please feel free to give me a call.

Thank you for your time.

Reverend Antony Wilson
Dedham and Ardleigh Parishes
The Vicarage |  High Street |  Dedham |  CO7 6DE |  01206 323919
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