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Welcome to the joint Benefice of Heybridge and Langford. We comprise three small but faithful 

worshipping communities who have been through difficult times following our vicar’s suspension and 

retirement. During the past year we have had to take stock, roll up our sleeves, and prayerfully get on 

with the task of being God’s people in this place.  

We asked our congregation and the wider 

community what they saw as the key tasks for our 

churches when our new vicar arrives. Fifty survey 

forms were completed during St Andrew’s Church 

Fete, St Giles’ Coffee Morning and Sunday 

worship.  

Current Challenges and Opportunities 

 

• To reconnect with the local communities, building on the 

good will and support that they have shown for us. 

 

• To become more family orientated, developing the work 

of Messy Church, reinvigorating family worship, and 

reviving links with our local primary school and pre-

school groups. 

 

• To ensure that all three churches are valued and 

supported and the unique character of each village is 

nurtured.  

We are looking for someone to work with us who: 
 

• Can build relationships and engage with the community. 

 

• Can communicate well with people of all ages but particularly 

with the young. 

 

• Can inspire and encourage us in our discipleship by preaching, 

teaching and living out the gospel. 

 

• Can work with us to discern what changes would be helpful in 

our ministry. 

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 



 

 

 

 

There are a number of activities that operate cross the Benefice. These include: 

OUR CHURCHES: WHAT WE DO TOGETHER 

Messy Church 

 

Messy Church is held in the afternoon of the third 

Sunday of the month in the Waring Room. Up to 

a dozen children attend with a parent, grand-

parent or carer. The Messy Church Team is 

headed up by our Reader Lynne who is assisted 

by helpers from all three churches. Other 

members of the congregations also attend to 

show support. A variety of craft activities is 

followed by worship across the road in St 

Andrew’s Church and finally a cooked meal 

served back in the Waring Room. We recently 

hosted our very first Messy Church Baptism. 

Lent Course 

 

The annual lent Course is held in the Waring 

Room and is attended by participants from all 

three churches. Last year we used Pilgrim to 

study the Lord’s Prayer. 

Church Magazine 

 

The Beacon is produced monthly and many local 

people subscribe. It is a joint Benefice production. 



 

 

 

OUR CHURCHES: WHAT WE DO TOGETHER 

Craft Groups 

 

These are also held in the Waring Room. The 

Welcome Workshop meets weekly on Friday 

mornings during term time, while the Craft Club 

meets fortnightly on Thursday evenings. Open to 

anyone they are an opportunity to make friends 

locally, enjoy craft activities and have gentle missional 

focus. 

Ecumenical Links 

 

We are members of Churches Together in Maldon 

and join in combined events during the year. We also 

support joint ministry within the area. A particular 

recent focus has been gaining council support for the 

housing of asylum seekers locally and supporting the 

local food bank. 

Benefice Choir 

 

Organist Gerald Matthews (who plays for both St 

Giles’ and St Andrew’s) organises a benefice Choir 

for ad hoc events and festivals. 

United Services 

 

On fifth Sundays the Benefice holds a united 

service rotating between the churches, and having 

regard to Patronal Festivals where appropriate. 

Mid-week Eucharist 

 

This service is held each Wednesday in St 

Andrew’s Church and is supported by all three 

congregations. The regular congregation of about 

6 people is joined by worshippers from other 

churches in the Maldon area on feast days. 



 

 

 

SUNDAYS 

 

MID-WEEK 

 
Wednesday 10am: Eucharist at St Andrew’s 

Friday 5pm Evening Prayer at St Giles’ 

 

All services use Common Worship unless stated. 

WORSHIP AND PATTERNS OF SERVICE 

 Week 1 Week2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

St Gies’ BCP Holy 
Communion 
9am 

Martins 
9am 

Holy Communion 
9am 

Holy Communion 
9am 

United Benefice 
Service 
alternating 
between all three 
churches 
10.30am 

St Andrew’s Family Service 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Morning Praise 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

   Messy Church 
3.30pm 

 

St George’s Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Morning Praise 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Morning Praise 
10.30am 

 



 

 

 

OCCASIONAL OFFICES - MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

Baptisms 
 

In 2017 there were 11 baptisms in St Andrew’s Church 

including one at Messy Church. These have been 

taking place during the afternoon.  

Weddings 
 

In 2017 there were three weddings at St 

Andrew’s Church and two at St Giles’ 

Church. We also read nine sets of banns. 

Funerals 
 

In 2017 there were 12  funerals in the benefice all 

taken by our reader, Lynne Wood. Four took place in 

St Andrew’s Church,  and one in St George’s Church. 

The rest took place at Chelmsford Crematorium. 

There is an open churchyard at St Giles’ Church. 

Music 

 

Gerald Matthews is joint organist at St Giles’ and organist at St 

Andrew’s he also directs the St Giles’ Singers and the Benefice 

choir. 

 

Rosemary is joint organist at St Giles’ and also sings in the St 

Giles’ Singers. 

 

Joy Norman and Angela Lay are the keyboard players at St 

George’s. 

 

On the odd occasion when an organist is not available Jock 

Agnew plays the accordion and Irene Allen the concertina at St 

Giles’. Backing discs are used at St Andrew’s and St George’s. 

 

There was until fairly recently a fine choral tradition at St 

Andrew’s. Recently the organist has reintroduced sung 

elements at the Eucharist. 



 

SOME FACTS AND FIGURES 

Facts and figures about our Benefice 
 

The Benefice of Heybridge & Langford has been in 

existence since1948. St George’s has been a Chapel of 

Ease to St Andrew since 1920. 
 

Patrons 

The Patrons of the Benefice are the Dean and Chapter of 

St Paul’s and Lord Byron. 

 

Deanery and Diocese  

The Benefice is in the Maldon & Dengie Deanery in the 

Bradwell Episcopal Area of the Diocese of Chelmsford. 

 

The PCCs  

There are two PCCs. Each meets six times a year. There 

are two church wardens at Langford, a deputy Church 

Warden at St George’s and vacancies for two Church 

Wardens at St Andrew’s. Both PCCs have a lay chair, 

Deanery Synod representative, secretary and treasurer. St 

Giles’ has recently joined the Diocesan Accounting 

Scheme. 

 

Electoral Roll  

There are 31 people on the Heybridge electoral roll, 28 

live within the parish including six who live at Heybridge 

basin. There are 17 on the electoral roll at St Giles’ of 

whom 8 live in the parish. 

Attendance 

The October count shows an 

average of 30 adults and six 

children attending St Andrew’s 

on a Sunday, and six at the 

Wednesday Eucharist. This 

includes messy Church and a 

baptism. An average of 13 

adults attended St Giles’ Church 

and six adults attended St 

George’s Church. 

The Vicarage 
 

There is a four bedroom vicarage in Heybridge which the 

diocese plans to modernise and upgrade 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE MINISTRY TEAM 

Julia MacGregor: LLM, 

vice-chair of Heybridge 

PCC 

Irene Allen: Church Warden at St 

Giles’ and co-ordinator of Heavenly 

Supplies 

Gerald Matthews: Church 

Warden at St Giles’ and 

Organist at St Giles’ and St 

Andrew’s 

Judy Manley: Deputy 

Church Warden at St 

George’s 

Lynne Wood: Reader, vice-

chair of Langford PCC 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

We asked people what they thought about the area and the 
churches: this is what they said 

‘Very friendly’ 
‘There could be more community spirit. 

Heybridge has grown so much with a 

great mix of people.’ 

 ‘Need to develop Messy Church 

but also cater for the other 

congregation. Important to visit the 

sick’ 

‘We have just moved here: 

we love it’ 

‘Great place. Lived here for 

30 years, would not want to 

be anywhere else’ 

‘It’s a beautiful place that needs a little 

joy to bring it back’ 

‘Lovely - needs guidance at 

times but generally diverse, but 

can be challenging and 

disparate - needs bringing 

together’  

‘We love our church (Langford) Friendly 

persons - lady or gent’ 



In the Chelmsford Diocese we believe that God is calling his church to be a transforming presence. Our 
vision is that the church - that is the people of God here in Essex and East London - should be a 
transforming presence in every one of our parishes. 

These are our priorities – 

 To inhabit the world distinctively 

 To evangelise effectively 

 To hold ourselves accountable to one another and to God for the stewardship of the gospel 

 To re imagine the way we minister so that each ordained minister and each individual Christian discovers their part in God’s 
ministry and so that each church flourishes. 

To this end we are looking for priests who are excited by this vision of becoming a church which is itself transformed, and which is 
becoming a more visible and effective presence in the huge diversity of communities that make up this most exciting and energetic part of 
England. There are many challenges ahead of us. 

 We are a diocese generously subsidised by the national church. We need to become financially self-sufficient. 

 Leadership often seems distant. We are creating patterns of leadership that are closer to the parishes. And we are looking to 
develop missionary leadership at all levels of church life. Nearly half our clergy will retire in the next ten years. We need to find 
out how to minister with fewer stipendiary clergy and with a re-imagining of how stipendiary ministry works. We need to re-
organise the way parishes relate to each other in what we are calling Mission and Ministry Units. 

 Some of our congregations still think ministry is what Vicars do. We have a vision of ministry where the whole people of God 
are involved in the whole of God’s ministry. We are also experimenting with new forms of authorised lay ministry. 

 

 

THE DIOCESE: A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP STEPHEN 



 Church must be a safe place. All those in ministry will be expected to undergo training that will equip them to respond well in 
situations associated with safeguarding. 

 Levels of church going are below the national average. We need to get evangelism on to the agenda and into the lifeblood of 
every church. We encourage and train churches to put on weekends of mission and outreach. One of our aspirations is that 
every benefice should have a trained lay evangelism enabler. 

 We are developing missionary discipleship, so that every church in the diocese is a place where Christians are formed in order 
to be sent out in witness and service. 

Despite planning for a future with fewer stipendiary clergy, we remain as committed as ever to the local church. And what is the local 
church, but that community of men and women gathered around Christ, and living and sharing the gospel in the networks and 
neighbourhoods of their lives? But we need priests to lead and to serve. We know we need to change. We can only be a transforming 
presence when we have allowed God to transform us. Therefore at the heart of all we do is a longing for intimacy with God and a 
renewed life of prayer. First and foremost a priest is a minister of the word and sacrament. All ministry flows from this. But a priest shares 
the ministry of the bishop, therefore presbyteral ministry will increasingly be a ministry of oversight, guiding, nurturing and directing the 
mission of God’s church in the communities we serve. 

It is an exciting time to be part of God’s missionary movement for the world, and the Diocese of Chelmsford is an exciting place to serve. 
We have a clear vision and we are looking to appoint clergy who will share this with us. In every parish we long to see each person and 
each community grow in faithfulness and ministry so that together we may serve in the world and Christ may be made known. 

+Stephen 

 

 

  



The Maldon and Dengie Deanery is a large one with a mix of urban and rural parishes set within one of the most beautiful parts of 
Essex. The Deanery has given much thought to its future shape as we respond to Transforming Presence and are in the process of 
forming two Mission and Ministry Units. The parishes of Langford and Heybridge fall within the Maldon Unit and the priest appointed 
here would need to work collaboratively across the unit and support colleagues in a variety of settings.  

The parishes in Maldon and Heybridge had begun to talk about some sort of Team Ministry but this has been superseded to some 
extent by the formation of the MMU and I hope the new priest will be able to contribute to this evolving situation. 

The clergy and lay ministers in the Deanery meet regularly for prayer  and discussion in Chapter, while the clergy also meet monthly 
for morning prayer and breakfast within their units as a basis for working together and supporting our ministries in the different 
communities we serve. 

Fr Mark North, Area Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

The map shows Langford Parish (12.13a) and Heybridge Parish (12.13). The 
benefice sits on the north west corner of the deanery, adjacent to Maldon and 
Woodham Walter parishes on the south side. To the north and west are 
parishes in the Colchester Episcopal area. 

 

 

THE DEANERY 



The Church of St Andrew 
 

St Andrew’s is a Grade I listed building 

dating from the 12th century with 

substantial rebuilding in the 15th 

century and reordering in the 19th 

century. 

 

A major fundraising effort paved the 

way for substantial refurbishment which 

was completed in 2008. 

 

St Andrew’s is popular for baptisms, weddings and funerals. Although the 

village centre moved with the 

opening of Asda, St Andrew’s is still 

at the heart of the community. 

 

The Waring Room is a much used 

community resource, hired out to 

Kidzone, brownies, guides and the 

WI, and also used by church based 

groups. 

Although there are currently no church wardens, the PCC under the 

leadership of the LLM and Reader have continued to maintain St 

Andrew’s during the suspension and vacancy. Its recent quinquennial 

survey revealed very little in the way of outstanding maintenance. 

 

Annual events include daily Holy Week devotions, Patronal festival, 

summer fete, lammas service at a local farm, nativity and crib service (at 

which the church is full). Messy Church is based at St Andrew’s.  

 

Heybridge Parish 
 

The village of Heybridge has now grown into the size of a small town, 

with a mix of properties, from 

older housing to the newly-

built, from the largest houses 

to one-bedroom starter 

homes.  There are 8500 

people resident in the parish 

and it is set to expand as new 

housing developments, comprising up to 1035 homes, come on stream.  

 

Although fairly prosperous, there is one particular area of deprivation 

where so-called problem families have been relocated. The Parish clerk 

considers this to be an area of huge potential for community building. 

 

Immigration has been a big issue locally with four BNP councilors elected 

recently. 

 

The town now centres on a small 

shopping precinct adjacent to 

Asda. As the town has grown in a 

rather ad hoc manner it has rather 

lost shape as a community. The 

Parish Council is eager to address 

this. 

 

The local primary school has improved considerably in recent years 

gaining a good ofsted rating in 2016. It has had good links to the church. 

 

Transport links are good, though traffic can be heavy at times.

HEYBRIDGE 



The Church of St George 
 

St George’s is a chapel of ease in the parish of 

Heybridge St Andrew, serving the community 

of Heybridge Basin. 

 

Our church building is a wooden Armstrong 

Hut which served as sergeants’ mess on the 

RFC aerodrome at Goldhanger during the first world war. After the war 

when the base closed the building was purchased by a local 

businessman, dismantled and moved to the Basin. 

St George’s Church Community Room, a demountable building linked to 

the church building by a porch area, contains a meeting room, small 

kitchen and two toilets, one of which has disabled access. It was built 

with funds raised by the Friends of St George’s Church and was opened 

in 2015.  

The Friends of St George’s Church, a 

separate charitable trust, was formed in 

2009.  Membership of the Friends is 

currently 60, representing nearly a quarter 

of the village households. 

 

Annual events include a benefice Sea Sunday service held on the seawall, 

a Strawberry Fayre, Harvest thanksgiving and Christmas Carol service 

besides monthly coffee mornings run by the Friends. 

A small group of willing volunteers help to maintain the building under 

the leadership of the Deputy Church Warden. 

 

Heybridge Basin 
Heybridge Basin is a waterside community which grew around the sea 

lock when the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation was built in the 1790s. 

It is distinctly separate from Heybridge, although part of the same parish.  

At present a population of approximately 750 live in 260 households. 

Most homes are owner occupied, with a few of the older cottages rented. 

A small number of residents live on boats. 

The village has two public houses, a 

tea room and a canal side 

refreshment kiosk. There are two 

small boat yards.  These, and the 

canal itself, as well as providing some 

employment are an attraction for the many 

sailors, sightseers, walkers and cyclists who 

visit. There is a free car park but in summer the 

volume of visitors’ vehicles causes some 

frustration for residents. 

Heybridge Basin is a haven for pleasure craft of all ages and sizes as well as being the starting point for walks along the sea wall to Maldon and beyond

HEYBRIDGE BASIN 



 

 

The Church of St Giles 

St Giles is a Grade II* listed building dating from the 11th century 

with a unique 

rounded apse at the 

west end.  

It was radically restored in the 19th century. 

 

Heavenly Supplies, a community shop is 

located in the vestry and much hard work 

raised enough money to install a lavatory. The shop is open every 

morning for two hours and serves both villagers and passing visitors. 
 

We have recently started a fund-raising project to restore the spire 

and the bell-frame. 
 

We have a small choir who sing an anthem most Sundays, 

accompanied by one of our two organists. 
 

There is a regular congregation of about a dozen people, a small 

PCC and two Church Wardens. 

 

We have both an open and a closed Church Yard; a local villager 

voluntarily maintains both to a high standard. 

 

St Giles hosts a number of annual events 

including the Patronal festival, 

Remembrance Day service, Harvest 

Supper, Christmas Fayre and a candlelit 

Christmas Extraordinaire, besides bric a 

brac sales and coffee mornings. 

 

Friends of St Giles is well supported by 

the village and raises funds for the up keep of the church 

 

Langford Village 
The Church is at the centre of this small village (pop 170). Though 

small there is a real sense of community with an award winning 

parish magazine.  

 

The village hall provides a well used 

community facility.  

 

There are fine walks including along the 

disused railway line to Heybridge

LANGFORD 



 

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCES 

ST. GILES' CHURCH, LANGFORD   

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016  

Receipts     

Planned giving (incl. gift aid recovered)       7.854 

Collections and other giving  749 

Fund raising by Friends of St Giles             2,431 

Fees                                              
555 

Investment income                 124
                                                          

__________ 

Total receipts                               11,713

   

Payments     

Diocesan Parish Share              8,248 

Church Running Expenses              2,508 

Charity donations                               153 

Building Maintenance                 695 

                                  
__________ 

Total payments                             11,604 

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, HEYBRIDGE 

 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 
DECEMBER 2016 
 
Receipts 

 
Planned giving (incl. gift aid recovered)     7267 
 
Collections and other giving                      2614 
 
Fund raising                                              1523 
 
Fees                                                           2551 
 
Investment income                                      857 
 
Trading                                                      5340 
                                                       __________ 
   
Total receipts                                        20152 

 
 

Payments 

 
Diocesan Parish Share                             9946 
 
Church Running Expenses                      6424 
 
Charity donations                                      274 
 
Building Maintenance                             2663 

 
                                                        _________ 
 
Total payments                                     19307 

 
 
 
 

 

ST GEORGE'S CHURCH, HEYBRIDGE BASIN 

 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR  
ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
 
Receipts 

 
Planned giving (incl. gift aid recovered)        2249 
 
Collections and other giving                          2900 
 
Fund raising                                                  1044 
 
Fees                                                               888 

 
                                                          __________ 
 
Total receipts                                             7081 

 
 
 

Payments 

 
Diocesan Parish Share                               4200 
 
Church Running Expenses                         2411 
 
Charity donations                                         180 
 
Building Maintenance                                  700 

 
                                                       __________ 
 
Total payments                                        7491 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


