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1.0 Introduction 
 
 
Hello!  Welcome to our Parish Profile! 
 
We hope that by reading our profile you will want to come and meet and join with us to 
take God’s word further into the parishes of Rochford with Sutton and Shopland, Great 
Wakering with Foulness and Barling Magna with Little Wakering.  
 
We are a friendly group of people seeking an Associate Minister to work with our Priest in 
Charge, the Rev’d Kim Lepley. 
 
The parishes of Great Wakering with Foulness and Barling Magna with Little Wakering 
have been working together since 2008 when the previous incumbent was appointed to 
both parishes.  During this time, whilst both churches have continued to flourish, equally a 
number of joint activities have also formed and the two parishes can now often be found 
working together and sharing resources. 
 
In 2014, the previous incumbent was also appointed Priest in Charge of Rochford with 
Sutton and Shopland.  Links are developing between the three parishes but with six miles 
between the parishes, it is a little more difficult as there are no public transport links 
between the two areas. 
 
We have a modern, spacious four bedroomed Rectory based in Rochford which has 
excellent transport links to London (Southend Victoria to London Liverpool Street train 
line), good bus links into Southend, and just up the road from our fast expanding airport, 
together with being close to local amenities such as the town of Rochford and a large 
Supermarket (Tesco). 
 
We would love to meet you, so please take the time to read about us and we hope you will 
want to know more………………! 
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2.0 Our Aims 
 
We conducted a survey amongst our three congregations (St Andrews, Rochford, St 
Nicholas, Great Wakering, Foulness Island and All Saints, Barling) to ask them firstly, what 
do we want to achieve over the next five years and secondly, what sort of person may 
match our objectives.  Here are the results:- 

2.1 What can we achieve in the next five years?  
 

1. Maintain a weekly worshipping presence at the heart of each of our local 
communities.  

2. Encourage growth involving families and young people. i.e. Messy Church, Youth 
Clubs, Mother and Toddler Groups etc.  

3. To develop and maintain the good links we have with the local schools.  
4. To make links with the new families moving into our new housing developments 

 

2.2 What sort of person might fit into this role? 
 

1. A good communicator, who is ready to listen to, and value, the views and ideas of 
the PCCs and Congregations and exercise collaborative leadership.  

2. A good team player. i.e. somebody to work with Rev’d Kim Lepley and lay ministry 
teams.  

3. Someone who will have a visible presence in the community.  
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3.0 Our Context:  A message from our Priest in Charge 
 
Thank you for looking at our profile, we very much hope you enjoy what you read and feel 
that you would like to get to know us better. 

The Vision of a team ministry was part of the profile when I took up the post of Associate 
Minister nearly two years ago and it continues to be the vision. The way my colleague and 
I worked together previously involved rotating the leading of services at all three churches. 
We had personal oversight of certain aspects of ministry, for instance I had oversight of the 
baptism ministry whilst my colleague had oversight of the wedding ministry. We would both 
conduct baptisms and weddings, but the administration and first contacts were made 
through either my colleague or myself.  We also had pastoral oversight of the parishes in 
which we lived involving schools ministry and funeral ministry. 

As our new Priest you will be living in Rochford and so it seems sensible that you would 
have pastoral oversight of the community in which you live and the congregation of St 
Andrews, although there would be an expectation that you would participate in the life and 
ministry of the churches in Barling Magna and Great Wakering. This would mean that the 
pattern of leading the regular midweek and Sunday services would continue to be rotated, 
thus maintaining a contact between the congregations and the ministers. 

There is great enthusiasm in all the congregations to grow in their own personal journey of 
faith, and a passion to share God’s love as demonstrated through Jesus life and teaching.  

We have four people on the Course in Christian Studies, two people exploring vocation, 
conversations taking place on how we utilise our buildings to meet the needs of our 
communities, and plans taking shape as to how we reach out and provide the on-going 
ministry to our mums and tots, youth, and wider members of all our communities.  

We have quarterly Baptism preparation and are looking to have Marriage preparation next 
year. These preparation days are Lay-led; we are also exploring the possibility of having 
Lay funeral ministers, which is an initiative within the Chelmsford Diocese.  

These are exciting times and we hope that you feel you would like to be a part of it. I am 
open to having an informal chat if you would like, so please feel free to contact me either 
by phone or email. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Revd. Kim Lepley 

Priest in Charge                  

Rochford with Sutton & Shopland 

Great Wakering with Foulness 

Barling Magna & Little Wakering 

 

01702 216725 

revd.kim@outlook.com 
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4.0 The Diocese: A message from the Bishop of Chelmsford 
 
In the Chelmsford Diocese we believe that God is calling his church to be a transforming 
presence. Our vision is that the church - that is the people of God here in Essex and East 
London - should be a transforming presence in every one of our parishes. 
 
These are our priorities – 
 

 To inhabit the world distinctively 
 To evangelise effectively 
 To hold ourselves accountable to one another and to God for the stewardship of the 

gospel 
 To re imagine the way we minister so that each ordained minister and each 

individual Christian discovers their part in God’s ministry and so that each church 
flourishes. 

To this end we are looking for priests who are excited by this vision of becoming a church 
which is itself transformed, and which is becoming a more visible and effective presence in 
the huge diversity of communities that make up this most exciting and energetic part of 
England. There are many challenges ahead of us. 
 

 We are a diocese generously subsidised by the national church. We need to 
become financially self-sufficient. 

 Leadership often seems distant. We are creating patterns of leadership that are 
closer to the parishes. And we are looking to develop missionary leadership at all 
levels of church life. Nearly half our clergy will retire in the next ten years. We need 
to find out how to minister with fewer stipendiary clergy and with a re-imagining of 
how stipendiary ministry works. We need to re-organise the way parishes relate to 
each other in what we are calling Mission and Ministry Units. 

 Some of our congregations still think ministry is what Vicars do. We have a vision of 
ministry where the whole people of God are involved in the whole of God’s ministry. 
We are also experimenting with new forms of authorised lay ministry. 

 Church must be a safe place. All those in ministry will be expected to undergo 
training that will equip them to respond well in situations associated with 
safeguarding. 

 Levels of church going are below the national average. We need to get evangelism 
on to the agenda and into the lifeblood of every church. We encourage and train 
churches to put on weekends of mission and outreach. One of our aspirations is that 
every benefice should have a trained lay evangelism enabler. 

 We are developing missionary discipleship, so that every church in the diocese is a 
place where Christians are formed in order to be sent out in witness and service. 

Despite planning for a future with fewer stipendiary clergy, we remain as committed as 
ever to the local church. And what is the local church, but that community of men and 
women gathered around Christ, and living and sharing the gospel in the networks and 
neighbourhoods of their lives? But we need priests to lead and to serve. We know we need 
to change. We can only be a transforming presence when we have allowed God to 
transform us. Therefore at the heart of all we do is a longing for intimacy with God and a 
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renewed life of prayer. First and foremost a priest is a minister of the word and sacrament. 
All ministry flows from this. But a priest shares the ministry of the bishop, therefore 
presbyteral ministry will increasingly be a ministry of oversight, guiding, nurturing and 
directing the mission of God’s church in the communities we serve. 
 
It is an exciting time to be part of God’s missionary movement for the world, and the 
Diocese of Chelmsford is an exciting place to serve. We have a clear vision and we are 
looking to appoint clergy who will share this with us. In every parish we long to see each 
person and each community grow in faithfulness and ministry so that together we may 
serve in the world and Christ may be made known. 
 
+Stephen 
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5.0 Deanery Profile: A message from the Area Dean 
 

The deanery's population of 84,000 is largely focused in Rayleigh (37%) in the west with 
three other parishes each having about 10% of the population (based on 2011 census 
data). Moving east towards the coast communities become smaller and more isolated with 
the smallest parish having a population of just 200 divided between two centres. 
The deanery consists of 16 churches in 13 parishes and is served by 8 fulltime stipendiary 
clergy when all appointments are filled. We have been set the challenge of reducing this to 
7 fulltime stipendiary clergy by 2025. Churches are also supported by a significant cohort 
of self-supporting and retired clergy. 
As in many other areas the deanery faces both the opportunity and challenge of mission to 
new housing areas some of which are virtually complete, others are still being argued 
about and all stages in between. 
The deanery is responding to the challenges of mission and re-imagining ministry in two 
principle ways: 
 By developing, training and encouraging lay ministry such that mission and ministry is 

a real and effective partnership between lay and ordained. 

 By working together as a single Mission and Ministry Unit across the whole deanery. 
We are on a journey in both aspects of this development but we have made significant 
progress with lay people setting the agenda for training and development and partnerships 
between parishes developing across the deanery. 
The next significant milestone will be a third annual deanery gathering in October to review 
progress made and set the direction for the coming years. 
 
Canon Richard Jordan 
Area Dean 
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6.0 Our Churches – what we do together 
 
Our churches are in the Rochford Deanery, within the Archdeaconry of Southend and the 
Diocese of Chelmsford. 
 
There are a number of activities that operate in partnership between the parishes of Great 
Wakering and Barling Magna.  These include:- 
 
Messy Church 
 

We hold a monthly Messy Church for Great Wakering and Barling Magna which is held in 
the Church Hall at Great Wakering.  (they are held on separate 
days for each church)  Between five and fifteen children attend with 
a parent, grandparent or carer for Great Wakering and up to twenty 
people attend for Barling Magna. We provide messy crafts, 
interactive worship and a cooked meal. We have a team of helpers 
who are all committed to the success of Messy Church and input 
from the ministry team is welcomed. 
 

Prayer Meetings 
 
A monthly evening prayer meeting ‘Prayer Space’ is held jointly and is held at All Saints 
Church, Barling Magna.  There are other informal groups who meet during the week for 
prayer.   A monthly prayer diary is produced for private and communal prayer. 
 
House Groups 
 
We currently have three active house groups which also provide a platform for pastoral 
care in addition to the less formal support and care that has always been part of our 
churches. 
 
Healing Services 
 
These are held monthly alternating between the three churches. 
 

Ecumenical Links 
 
There are ecumenical links between the local Catholic, Anglican, Methodist and 
Evangelical churches (CAME) in Great Wakering and combined events are organised at 
Easter and Christmas. We also join for other outreach events and combined services 
including ministry to local sheltered accommodation. The local Ministers meet regularly. 
 
Church Magazine 
 
The ‘Broomway Beagle’ is a monthly parish magazine which is delivered to around 3000 
homes in Great Wakering, Foulness, Barling Magna and Little Wakering.  Rochford has a 
separate magazine which is produced monthly and sold. 
 
United Services 
 
All of our churches have their main service at 10:30am.  We hold United Services on the 
second and fifth Sundays in the month.  They are alternated between the three churches. 
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6.1 St Andrews, Rochford 
 
Our Patron is the Bishop of Chelmsford and The Society for the Maintenance of the Faith 
jointly.  The parish website can be found at www.standrewsrochford.org.uk 
 
Electoral Roll 
 
Currently we have 42 members on our Electoral roll with 65% living outside of the Parish. 
Sadly, as we have a primarily older congregation our numbers have decreased and this 
has caused us to struggle to meet all of our commitments to the Family Purse. 
 
Church Wardens     
 
We have two church wardens. 
 
PCC and Administration 
 
PCC has a membership of 11 which includes the two Church Wardens and two Deanery 
reps, the Treasurer and Secretary as well as the safe guarding rep.  
 
We have a gift aid officer who processes the claim annually. 
 
There are rotas of willing Church cleaners, coffee makers, sides persons readers and 
intercessors. 
 
Our organist has been with us for over 40 years! And plays for all regular services as well 
as weddings and funerals and occasional services where required. 
 
Our tower houses a peal of eight bells which are rung by visiting teams under the care of 
our tower captain. Sadly, due to worship times clashing, they are no longer rung every 
Sunday but are a great feature at Weddings. 
 
Worship and Services    
 
The congregation at St Andrews are a friendly and welcoming group of people who are 
enthusiastic and keen to see growth in our congregation.  St Andrews is regarded as 
traditionalist but is looking to encompass a broader congregation by introducing a more 
informal pattern of worship that is lay led. 
 
Our monthly pattern of worship includes: BCP Holy Communion, United services on the 
second and fifth Sundays (rotating) lay led family orientated services and Common 
Worship Communion.  
 
Due to the current vacancy our regular pattern has been disrupted but a combination of the 
above services are being maintained by regular Sunday and weekday services. 
      
  

http://www.standrewsrochford.org.uk/
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Community Events     
 
We have links with the local primary school and host the final of their poetry competition at 
our annual bazaar in November. 
 
St Andrews has hosted lent and advent reflection groups in the Elizabethan room. 
Regular monthly Saturday coffee mornings are held in the Elizabethan Room and a 
monthly weekday afternoon Tea and Chat is also held there. 
 
At the annual remembrance Sunday service we welcome the council, St John Ambulance 
the Scout Group and local Senior School to lay wreaths at the war memorial situated in the 
Tower. 
 
Historic tours of the Church are run for local schools and community groups. 
 
Outreach Activities 
 
St Andrews has been pleased to host Civic services and an annual memorial service run 
by Tates, the local undertakers and carol services for local schools and the golf club. 
 
Our Recent Christmas services enjoyed a congregation of 100 people.  Easter service 
attracted 49 people. 
 
Our Harvest and Christmas Toy Service gifts are donated to St Mark’s Hall, a council run 
community centre to be distributed to local needy families. 
 
St Andrews is proud of its continued association with Archers Post in Kenya and continues 
to provide financial support. Bishop Rob Martin and his wife Sue have visited us at St 
Andrews on several occasions making the links far more personal. 
 
There is also a monthly St Andrews with Sutton and Shopland magazine  
 
Strengths 
 

 Its people and its beautiful building 
 Services led by Church Wardens and a children’s team who led a packed crib 

service at Christmastime 
 Excellent relationships with the local Scout Group who attend Harvest, Mothering 

Sunday and of course Remembrance Services 
 A good relationship with the local WI groups and The Golf Club in whose grounds 

we are positioned 
 
Weaknesses 
 

 Its position as it is cut off from the town of Rochford by the railway line 
 Our congregation is ageing and we are struggling to excite and attract younger 

members  
 We have no Church Hall that we can use for youth groups etc. 
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6.2 St Nicholas, Great Wakering 
 
Our Patron is the Bishop of Chelmsford.  The parish website can be found at 
www.stnicholas-greatwakering.org.uk 
 
Electoral Roll 
 
Our electoral roll stands at 58.  19 of these members reside outside the parish but attend 
worship regularly at St Nicholas. 
 
Church Wardens     
 

We have two church wardens, an authorised local preacher and one of our wardens is also 
the pastoral assistant. Three people are currently doing the Diocesan Course in Christian 
Studies. Our pastoral assistant with help from Barling Magna also runs the baptism 
preparation for the three parishes. 
 
PCC and Administration 
 

PCC members are elected annually and attend bi-monthly meetings.  We have a 
membership of ten which includes the two Church Wardens, one Deanery Synod 
representative and the Treasurer. 
 
Worship and Services          
 
On Sundays we currently hold holy communion, celtic worship and family worship services 
throughout the month and a joint service with All Saints & St. Andrews once a month, 
alternating the venue. There are in addition other occasional services.  E.g. All Souls, 
Patronal Festivals etc. 
 
We usually have 30-35 in the congregation week by week but more for seasonal services 
such as the Christmas Crib Service (154) and our Christmas Midnight Communion (73). 
 
At St. Nicholas our worship is enhanced by the organ, choir and small music group. We 
use a combination of traditional hymns from the New English Hymnal and songs from 
Mission Praise.  
 
Foulness Island is part of the benefice.  It is owned and used by the MOD, with access for 
security reasons, only via a pass issued at the main gate.  There are currently around 150 
residents who live on the island, with four working farms. 
 
The small but committed Christian community of around eight or nine people still meet 
once a month in a farmer’s lounge for communion conducted at the moment by our 
Associate Minister. Kim also takes home communion & conducts pastoral visits to the 
community. 
 
The mission of our church is to make the love of God known to all the residents of the 
village and to nurture personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour within a friendly 
and welcoming fellowship where the gifts and talents of all the members are equally 
encouraged, valued and used in the Lord’s service. 
 
 

http://www.stnicholas-greatwakering.org.uk/
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Junior Church 
 
During most Sunday services we have a junior church run by a team of leaders. The 
number of children attending is a maximum of eight. They leave early in the service and 
return in time for the communion, so that they can go to the altar rail with their families. At 
the end of the service the children enthusiastically share with the congregation what they 
have talked about and the things they have made.   
 
Although Messy church is our major outreach to children, we also have close involvement 
with Brownies and Guides who meet weekly in the church hall and attend church parade 
services.   
                                 
Women’s Groups   
     
We have a Mothers’ Union group who are diocesan members and meet once a month.   
 
Community Events    
  

Fund raising is an important part of our activities, partly in order to finance our Parish 
Share and partly to help maintain our building. 
 
We hold a programme of events throughout the year, from social evenings such as 
quizzes, barn dances, and concerts to the annual Fete which we hold in the Glebe 
meadow.    
 
We have ecumenical links with the local Methodist, Catholic and Evangelical churches 
which we really want to build on. On Good Friday we join our fellow local Christians in a 
Walk of Witness through the village.  A joint service in 2016 attracted 90 attendees. 
 
Outreach Activities 
 

The church is open and manned every Wednesday morning after the 9:30 Communion 
service until 12 noon.   We invite villagers and visitors to come in for quiet reflection, 
prayer, a chat or just to admire the beauty of the building. 
  
Special services are held in the church from time to time, for example bereaved families 
are invited to a special All Souls service (56 attendees in 2016), Remembrance Sunday 
(150+) and Carol Services at Christmas (98 in 2016). 
 
Strengths 
 

 Enthusiasm and good teamwork amongst the congregation 
 Outreach activities including Messy Church and the Broomway Beagle delivered to 

every household 
 Friendly and welcoming congregation 
 Beautiful historic church in an attractive setting 
 Our choir and small music group who are open to all styles of music 
 Ecumenical links (CAME) 
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Weaknesses 
 

 Lack of people to promote local outreach 
 Ageing congregation  
 Ongoing upkeep of a listed building 
 Large active village were we compete for peoples time and attention 

 

6.3 All Saints, Barling Magna 
 
Our Patron is St Pauls Cathedral.  The parish website can be found at 
www.allsaintsbarling.org.uk 
 
Electoral Roll 
 
The congregation is attracted from the local area. The Electoral Roll number is 30.   
 
Church Wardens     
  
We have two church wardens who are in their final year of tenure.  One of them is an 
Authorised Local Preacher.   
 
PCC and Administration 
 
Our PCC has a membership of eight, which includes two Churchwardens, a Treasurer, 
Secretary and a Deanery Synod rep.  PCC members are elected for three years and 
attend bi-monthly meetings.  We have a vacancy for an additional PCC member. 
 

Worship and Services           
 
Our Churchmanship is broad open evangelical. Our pattern of worship is at 10:30am with 
Sunday services alternating between Family Worship and Family Communion, with tea, 
coffee and cakes served after the service.  We usually have fifteen to twenty regular 
members of the congregation attending with more when there are special services or 
events.  Last year for example, we had 24 at our Easter Day service, 76 at our Christmas 
service and 38 at our Harvest service. 
 
On the second and fifth Sunday there is a united service rotating between St Andrew’s, 
Rochford, St Nicholas, Great Wakering and All Saints, Barling Magna.   
 
We have a resident church organist and there is a talented group of flower arrangers who 
ensure a consistent and appropriate display of flowers throughout the year.    
 
The churchyards in Barling Magna and Little Wakering are both open and are maintained 
by volunteers. 
 
Sides persons, intercessions, readings and provision of post-service refreshments are 
covered by a rota of members.  
 

http://www.allsaintsbarling.org.uk/
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Community Events     
 
Our churches conduct various baptisms, weddings, and funerals.  We host seasonal 
services for the local school at Harvest and Christmas.  We also have Christingle, Crib and 
Carols by Candlelight for Christmas and special services for Holy Week, Mothering 
Sunday, and Remembrance Day. 
 
A thriving and expanding Messy Church meet every month. 
 
Outreach activities 
 
Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at 9:30am at All Saints Church, Barling Magna. 
 
There is a Fundraising Committee which organises events including Summer and Winter 
Fairs, Quiz nights, live band evenings, choral programmes, auction nights and other 
community activities.  Outreach to the local community promotes ‘fun’ being at the heart of 
worship and Christianity.  
 
In the last financial year we raised over £9,500 which along with regular giving allowed us 
to pay our parish share in full and give 10% of our income to our nominated charities.  
(Open Doors, The Children’s Society and Safer Places) 
 
The parish has embraced social media by having its own Facebook page, ‘All Saints, 
Barling Magna’.  There is likewise a thriving community Facebook page for Little Wakering 
and Barling Magna which has proven to be a useful way to communicate to the residents 
for events that are taking place within the church.   
 
Strengths 
 

 Continuity of services 
 Community spirit amongst the congregation 
 Messy Church 
 Home Groups 
 Friendly, supportive fellowship 
 A gentle church 
 Uplifting services 
 Churches are of historical interest 
 Lovely atmosphere 

 
Weaknesses 
 

 Congregation size decreasing 
 Limited numbers restrict the amount of community outreach we can achieve 
 At the moment there is a lack of young people attending church, especially 

teenagers 
 More pastoral care required 
 Ongoing upkeep of a listed building 
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7.0 Our Parishes 
 

7.1 Rochford with Sutton and Shopland 
 
The historic town of Rochford has a population of 9400 (2011 census) and hosts a weekly 
market in the market Square on Tuesdays.  

 
There are several Pubs and a night club in 
the town.  It is located close to Southend 
on Sea with its seaside attractions and 
famous pier and enjoys excellent travel 
links with rail, buses and the local Airport. 
 
Locally there are two theatres and a 
cinema complex providing a wide range of 
entertainment including pantomime at 
Christmas. 
 
Located within 40 miles of London it is 
ideally situated for commuters and for 
theatre and day trips.  

 
Rochford is growing with a 600 house development along the road from the Church and 
we at St Andrews look forward to meeting new families as they move in.  We are currently 
seeking links with sales Offices and producing a welcome pack to be handed out. 
 

7.2 Great Wakering with Foulness 
 
Great Wakering is a rural village 5 miles east of 
Southend-on-Sea, with a population of 4,700 (2011 
census). It is surrounded by farmland and is close to 
the sea. The village is in many ways self-contained and 
self-supporting.  A strong sense of community is 
reflected in the many activities run locally to cater for 
the needs of all age groups. 
 
The parish church of St. Nicholas, which is very much 
a village church has stood at the end of the High Street 
since 1100AD.  It continues to be a well-loved local 
landmark and a vibrant part of this caring community. 
 
Local amenities include several pubs, the Royal British Legion, various shops including a 
post office & undertakers. We have a community centre and a Memorial Hall which hosts 
two luncheon clubs. Great Wakering Rovers have many junior & senior football teams & 
there is also a cricket club. 
 
A modern medical centre in the village is well served by several doctors.  
 
The Great Wakering Academy Primary school has recently become a sponsoring academy 
for ‘The Brickfields Multi Academy Trust’ which includes Barling Magna Primary School. 
Our Senior school catchment school is the King Edmund School in Rochford.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=map+of+foulness+island&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=9sMNyewf4NL2xM&tbnid=D5U7rUed9gOEpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Foulness_Island_map.png&ei=wSR6U5uOBonC7Aau34DgBA&bvm=bv.66917471,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGTuDM2MhERfcJEhB2kuKb1I3hOdg&ust=1400600045518373
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In Great Wakering there are two sheltered housing complexes Goodmans & Bell House as 
well as the Mallards retirement flats. We also have a new housing development of 116 
homes called ‘Wyborne Park’ which is becoming occupied at present. 
 

7.3 Barling Magna with Little Wakering 
 
The Parishes of Barling Magna and Little Wakering are about 40 miles east of London and 
have a population of 2600 (2011 census). 
 
Part of the District of Rochford and lying to the north east of Southend-on-Sea, Barling 
Magna and Little Wakering is a joint benefice, with two ancient churches within a mile of 
each other. 

 
Located in the driest part of the UK, the area has a 
clear community spirit with a very low crime rate and 
is surrounded by working fields in an agricultural 
environment. The two villages are set amongst the 
many creeks and inlets between the estuaries of the 
Thames and Roach rivers which include a site of 
special scientific interest. 
 
The joint village’s population comprises of a 
comprehensive mix of ages and incomes with some 
residents running small local businesses or working 
from home whilst others work in the local towns or 

commute the 45-60 minutes to London by train from the stations in Rochford (5 miles) or in 
the Southend area (3-5 miles).  We are developing links with the Agricultural Chaplaincy. 
 
The villages consist mainly of four residential property areas set within a mile of each other 
amidst the fields and farms.   
 
All Saints’ Church, on the edge of the village, between housing and open fields, is located 
on Church Road, just beyond the Parish Hall, Community Primary School and Weir Pond 
which is frequently visited by parents and local children feeding the ducks and moorhens.  
 
Church Road is a desirable residential road, also renowned both locally and in the wider 
area for the glistening array of Christmas lights displayed by so many of the houses in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas.  Many villagers and visitors drive or walk along the road 
during this period as part of their seasonal tradition, especially for Frost Fayre, an annual 
Church fund raising event and the Candlelight Carol Service at All Saints’ Church which 
almost fills the Church each year. 
 
Little Wakering, developed mostly along a single road, has a range of residential properties 
from old cottages through to more recently built homes.  The village has a few shops, a 
bowls club and The Castle Inn Public House where we hold a seasonal outreach event 
which is opposite St Mary’s Church. 
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7.4 The Wider Area 
 
As you may know, Southend is famous for its Pier (longest in the world!) and amongst 
other things we have a new state of the art library, art gallery and two theatres offering 
good quality shows and plays.  
 
We also have good primary and secondary schools and two grammar schools, a state of 
the art swimming pool and an Olympic standard diving pool, leisure centres, several golf 
courses and many public parks and woodland areas to take a walk.  If cycling is your thing, 
we also have a mountain bike track nearby (which was used in the 2012 Olympics). 
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8.0 Our Buildings 
 

8.1 St Andrews, Rochford 
 

St Andrews Church Rochford is a beautiful historic 
church with links to the Boleyn family and has 
welcomed worshippers for over 900 years. 
 
The Church is situated in the centre of a golf 
course and has many beautiful architectural 
features.  
 
The Church has the benefit of the self-contained 
Elizabethan Room (partitioned north aisle) which 
can be used for meetings and enjoys the benefits 
of having a toilet and compact kitchen.  

 
Sadly, we have no Church Hall but have great links with the WI locally and the Scout 
Group nearby whose halls we have used regularly for fund raising and social activities  
 
The Graveyard at St Andrews is closed although family graves can be reopened for 
internment of ashes. 
  
The old Church at Sutton is now closed although the graveyard is still open for burials. 
 

8.2 St Nicholas, Great Wakering 
 
We have a beautiful historic church in which to worship. We are 
helped greatly with the maintenance of this by the “Friends of St 
Nicholas” charity which is run by church members and raises 
funds specifically for this purpose.  All the details and many 
pictures are on the church website and the ‘Friends’ website 
www.friendsofstnicholasgw.co.uk 
  
We are currently in conversation with the local Parish and 
District Councils regarding the maintenance of the churchyard.    
 
There is also a Parish Burial Ground to the rear of the church 
which is the responsibility of the Parish Council.  
 
The church accommodates 100 people in the nave and a further 50 in the Lady Chapel if 
required. We are also pleased to have church bells which are rung for our services and for 
weddings and funerals.   
 
Our Church Hall is opposite the church. It is used regularly by local groups and for our 
meetings, fundraising & Messy Church.  
 
Outside there is a small car park and a glebe land meadow of approximately 1/4 acre 
which is perfect for social occasions and the annual fete. 

http://www.friendsofstnicholasgw.co.uk/
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The Vicarage in Great Wakering is a detached house in its own ground built in 1947. It is 
opposite the church, next to the church hall in Great Wakering and is currently occupied by 
Rev’d Kim Lepley and her family. 
 

8.3 All Saints, Barling Magna and St Marys, Little Wakering 
 

Christian worship has taken place at the site in Barling Magna 
since 998 when Leofric gave the land to the Dean and Chapter 
of St Paul’s, London 
 
Both All Saints’ and St Mary the Virgin, Little Wakering are 
Grade II* listed buildings.   
 
The south wall of All Saints’ is believed to be 12th Century, with 
much of the remaining building being 14th and 15th Century, 
whilst the ancient font, rood stairs, and a fine 16th Century 
pulpit still exist today as reminders of the Church’s history.   
 
A considerable amount of work was undertaken on the building 
by the Victorians c1863 and most of the furniture dates from 
this era.  

 
In 2001 a major restoration project brought the building into a very fair condition, following 
vigorous fundraising by the congregation, local community and with the aid of many grants.  
A rewire of the electrics, new lighting installation and gas central heating was installed and 
completed in 2015.  Some work to the fabric of the church (such as installing a toilet and 
kitchen and replacing the roof) is still required as and when funds allow. 
 
St Mary’s became a chapel of ease a few years ago.  
The church in Little Wakering is Norman in style, of 
Kentish rag stone and flint.  It was erected before 1190, 
when it was deeded to St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
(patrons until 1960 when the Bishop of Chelmsford 
accepted the Right of Presentation).   
 
The building of the tower was financed by John Wakering 
(Bishop of Norwich) and Ann, Countess of Stafford (their 
2 coats of arms are still in the church today).  It is said 
that the Bishop built the tower as a ‘thank you’ offering 
for his safe return from Agincourt in 1416.  There are 
three bells dated 1707.  Some 11th century work remains 
(the Stoop just inside the door).  There is a very faded 
wall painting, some 14th century glass depicting the evangelists and a stone pulpit (a 
rarity) dating from the late 14th century.  The nave roof is of ‘king’ post construction.   
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9.0 Our Finances 
 

9.1 St Andrews, Rochford 
 
From April 2016 – March 2017 there were seven church funerals with burials and four 
interments of ashes. Our Priest-in-Charge & Associate Minister also conducted six 
crematorium services.  
 
There were six baptisms, ten marriages and one renewal of vows. 
 
We are currently unable to pay our Parish Share in full; an amount of £49,750 for 2016. 
We did however pay half. 
 
At the end of 2016 we held gross assets of £49,755.58.  However, most of this is tied up in 
restricted funds which we cannot access. 
 

9.2 St Nicholas, Great Wakering 
 
From April 2016 – March 2017 there were thirteen church funerals with burials and three 
interments of ashes. Our Priest-in-Charge & Associate Minister also conducted ten 
crematorium services.  
 
There were four baptisms and four marriages. 
 
We are currently able to pay our Parish Share in full; an amount of £27,208.20 for 2016.  
 
At the end of 2016 we held gross assets of £12,653.89, of which part is held for specific 
purposes. 
 
We donate food to the local homeless charity Homeless Action Resource Project (HARP) 
at Harvest time & support ‘Safer Places’ women’s refuge at Christmas with donations of 
toys & toiletries. In addition the church gives annually to three selected charities those 
currently being, HOPE UK, TWAM and Hospice at Home. 
 

9.3 All Saints, Barling Magna 
 
From April 2016 – March 2017 there was one church funeral with burial and no interments 
of ashes.  
 
There were two baptisms and one marriage. 
 
We are currently able to pay our Parish Share in full; an amount of £15,164.88 for 2016.  
 
At the end of 2016 we held gross assets of £104,873, of which part is held for specific 
purposes. 
 
We donate food, toys and toiletries to the local women’s refuge, ‘Southend Domestic 
Abuse Project’. In addition the church gives annually to three selected charities those 
currently being, Open Doors, The Children’s Society and Safer Places. 
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10.0 Our Vicarage 
 
Rochford Rectory is about 20 years old and comprises four bedrooms with one en-suite, a 
family bathroom, a downstairs cloak room, a lounge, dining room and an office space.  
 
It is located in Millview Meadows, a short walk from the town of Rochford and about ten 
minutes’ walk from St Andrews Church.  
 
There is a small garden space currently being maintained by the Churchwarden who lives 
just down the hill, and a garage space.  
 
Millview Meadows comprises private and council housing and has a mixed and varied 
occupation. 
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Thank you for reading our profile. 
 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to working with you! 


