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A new priest for the Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury,  

Brentwood, Diocese of Chelmsford 

If you are a priest with the vision and energy to lead our parish into the next stage of its journey, and the 
conviction to teach the catholic faith and proclaim the gospel of Christ in our local community, then you 
may be the man God is calling to be our new Vicar.  

Following the retirement of our Vicar after 8 years’ service in this parish, the appointment of his 
successor represents an exciting opportunity to build on the great work that has already been done.  

 
The appointment is subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS disclosure. 
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The parish is a member of 'The Society' under the patronage of St Wilfrid and St Hilda.  We 
seek to continue episcopal pastoral and sacramental ministry under the Bishop of 
Richborough who is also an assistant bishop in the diocese.  The parish is committed to 
appoint an Anglican priest in the catholic tradition manifested in orthodox teaching.   

(Refer to Appendix B) 
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Overview 

The church of St Thomas of Canterbury occupies a prominent position in the town of Brentwood. It is 18 
miles east of London and situated just off the High Street in the centre of town. Not only is it physically 
imposing, but through its mission and outreach the church plays an integral part in the local community 
and the life of the Borough.  
We are currently at the beginning of a journey, working with the diocese to explore the extent to which 
we and neighbouring parishes may be able to help one another and move forward towards a framework 
that might lead to the formation of a Mission and Ministry Unit. (See Bishop Stephen’s letter on page 6). 

The adjoining church centre has a hall and kitchen, sacristy, choir vestry, church office and several 
meeting rooms.  

Mass is celebrated 5 days per week, and a team of enthusiastic volunteers enable the church and church 
centre to be kept open most days of the year, serving refreshments for visitors. The church centre also 
houses a pre-school, whilst about half a mile away stand our Infant and Junior schools with which the 
Church maintains extremely close links. 

 In addition to the parish priest, the ministry team consists of a retired Priest (The Very Revd. Ossie Trellis 
SSC), an experienced Licensed Lay Minister, (Lesley Lynn), Authorised Local Preacher, (Carolyn 
Robertson) and the Director of Music.  

The electoral roll of 175 represents a cross section of the community from young families to retirees.  
Parish groups range from the “61 Club” for the older members of the congregation to the toddler group 
for the youngest. 

Rooted in prayer, in scripture and in the catholic tradition of the Church of England, we are called in faith 
by our Lord Jesus Christ to proclaim his gospel message in word and sacrament and through dignified 
liturgy and music. We aim to nurture and support each other in our faith and to offer pastoral help to 
those in need. We aim to make our church a place of welcome to all and a space for prayer and 
reflection. 

Vision Statement adopted by the PCC, Autumn 2006 

The impressive Victorian church building provides a 
fitting setting for our worship. We are blessed with a  
peal of eight bells, rung every Sunday, and a 
magnificent pipe organ. Approximately 100 people 
are involved with music in our parish, from choristers, 
instrumentalists and organ scholars.  

Teddy Bear parachute jumping from the tower 

A view of the west end of St Thomas’  
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What we seek in a Parish Priest 

Within the three areas of Tradition, Mission and Youth and Creative Outreach, we believe our new priest 
needs to be a man who: 

Tradition  

• believes, lives out and teaches the faith of the church, rooted and grounded in scripture as 
expressed in the creeds and for whom the Eucharist lies at the heart of his priestly life, bearing 
witness in the world to Christ’s healing and reconciling love. 

• is respectful, understanding and will celebrate the comprehensive nature of the Church of England 
while maintaining a true vocation within his own personal and spiritual beliefs. 

• appreciates the importance of maintaining and developing the excellent musical tradition of St. 
Thomas' within the broad framework of liturgy and worship and understands its potential for 
mission and outreach. 

Mission 

• has a mission not only to enable us to grow in our own life of prayer and understanding of the faith 
but also to reach out to the local community to work with us and actively to welcome, support and 
encourage others on their journey towards God. 

• understands that mission can only be successful with the active involvement of the laity to discover 
and develop their ministry within the framework of clear and firm leadership. 

• will work collaboratively and innovatively within the framework of our ongoing mission with the 
many civic, secular and ecumenical organisations throughout the town with vision, energy and 
imagination. 

• Is committed to engaging with neighbouring Anglican churches and the deanery in order to develop 
supportive relationships that enable a coordinated approach to mission in the town centre. 

Youth and Creative Outreach 

• will be expected to maintain and develop close links with St. Thomas's infant and junior CofE 
primary schools and Becket Keys secondary CofE free school trust as an integral part of the life of 
the parish. 

• will wish to encourage and extend work with children and young people with the appointment of a 
youth worker, giving them confidence to extend their rôle and influence within our congregation of 
wide-ranging ages, skills and interests. 

• will have good personal communication skills and will be collaborative and open to the 
development of appropriate innovative technology in the pursuit of missionary objectives. 

 

Parish Survey Results for use in the Parish Profile 

Following discussions with Archdeacon Elizabeth in relation to these objectives, it was agreed that we 
should seek the present views of the congregation by conducting a short survey as part of our search for a 
new parish priest.  Three priorities were selected, the quantified data results of which are displayed (see 
Appendix D) 

It was felt by the PCC the quantified data should be placed in the public domain with copies available to 
the whole congregation. However, it was agreed by the PCC that it would not be appropriate, for a 
number of reasons, to publish the comments made by parishioners.  The data and comments will be 
passed to our new parish priest to consider the ways in which they might be used as together we focus on 
the journey ahead. 
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The Diocese:  A message from Bishop Stephen  

 

 

St Thomas' Brentwood is a thriving church in the catholic tradition of the Church of England. It 

has one of the largest congregations in the Chelmsford diocese. Through its commitment to 

musical, liturgical and pastoral excellence, and particularly its strong ministry and relationship 

with local schools, the church has flourished. Whoever comes as the new vicar of Saint Thomas’ 

needs to build on these good foundations. 

But the current vacancy also provides a great opportunity for further development and growth. 

Brentwood town centre is served by St Thomas’ along with other Anglican churches and Anglican 

church schools including Becket Keys, the relatively new Church of England Secondary School. 

Conversations have begun in the Deanery about the provision for mission.  The new vicar of 

Saint Thomas' has the opportunity to be in on the ground floor of exciting collaborative ministry 

as the deanery plan in Brentwood begins to envisage town centre churches and local schools 

working together for mission. 

The diocese of Chelmsford is committed to churches working together in what we call Mission 

and Ministry Units. The independence of each parish is maintained, but energy and resources 

are pooled for new initiatives and for mutual support. This is not simply amalgamating parishes 

together. St Thomas' will still have a full-time priest. But it is a way of providing support for each 

other and for sharing good practice; and it is a way of developing new initiatives, not least 

planting new churches. No compromise of tradition is required from any church. But what is 

needed is a desire to share the gospel and grow the church, recognising that no one church and 

no one tradition can ever win everyone for Christ. We need each other. 

I long for St Thomas' to be part of this exciting new growth. It has so much to offer the whole of 

Brentwood. It is one of the strongest churches in the town. In due course I hope it may also be a 

training parish once again. 

We are therefore looking for a mission minded, servant hearted priest who loves the catholic 

tradition so much he wants to share it with others; for to love the catholic tradition is to love Christ 

who comes to us in word and sacrament and who asks us to go into Brentwood and make 

disciples. 

 

+Stephen  
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The Rt Revd Norman Banks 

Bishop of Richborough 

This year I had the privilege of presiding and preaching at the Triduum at Saint Thomas’ and sharing at a 
deep level in the worship and life of the parish. As I had anticipated the liturgy and music were of a very 
high standard and all the services were well organised and carefully and prayerfully thought through. 
The bonus for me was not only seeing how well everyone worked together but that they were also 
enjoying it. Here is a fellowship of people committed to maximising their resources, talents and skills for 
the proclamation of the Gospel and proclaiming the Kingdom. Saint Thomas’ is a thriving town centre 
church that attracts a diverse congregation and works hard at making sure everyone is valued and 
supported.  On a Sunday the church is overflowing with children and teenagers and there are usually two 
confirmations per year. The parish hall is also in constant use and recognised as a resource for the town 
and local community. 

 

Saint Thomas’ is busy, there is a buzz about the place, and an abundance of creative energy. But above 
all, this is a place centred on the Eucharist and the Sacramental life of the Church. 

Over coffee on Easter morning, one of the younger children invited me to their Summer Beer Festival. 
It’s a definite in my diary. For Saint Thomas’ works hard and plays hard. It lives the Catholic Faith, firm in 
faith and warm of heart. 
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From the Area Dean of Brentwood 
Rector of Ingrave 
The Revd Canon Paul Hamilton M.A. 
 
 
 
 
The Anglican Deanery of Brentwood is rich in diversity and reflects every 
tradition and churchmanship. Relationships between churches are very good and form a genuine 
supportive network.  We worship together with rotating services throughout the year and have just 
begun periodic Bible Studies for church leaders and those on the vocational journey. 
 
The Deanery is blessed with the Course in Christian Studies meeting locally which is helping people take 
their faith further and discern their vocation. 
 
We would welcome a priest who is keen to take their place within the family of Anglican churches in 
Brentwood Deanery.  To facilitate our shared life we are asking each parish to discern which areas of 
ministry are common sense to share with a neighbouring parish and are hopeful this functional and 
stewardship approach to supporting one another will help with the development of our Mission and 
Ministry Units. 
 
In addition we are keen to welcome a priest who will play a full part in the Deanery through regular 
Chapter meetings, Deanery Synod, Deanery Worship, encouraging vocations throughout the whole family 
of churches and meeting with other ministers to study the scriptures (The Theological Pub Club). 
 
Our ecumenical links are good and Churches Together in Brentwood actively promote and assist with the 
development of our shared life with brother and sister denominations. 
 
We offer you a genuine welcome into the Deanery family, supportive professional relationships free from 
competitiveness, practical assistance to cover services in time of need, a breadth of traditions that 
enables corporate theological reflection upon the issues of the day and a genuine desire to see you and 
your church flourish. 
 
Rev’d Canon Paul Hamilton M.A 
Area Dean of Brentwood 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH 

Lord, call to this your church and ours a true shepherd, 
a person of God, a minister of Christ and make us, 

with our new priest, a church joyful in worship 

and united in witness, working, caring, 
praising and loving to the glory of your name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
by the Very Revd Ossie Trellis 
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Day Time Type of Service Attendance* 

Sunday 8:00am Mass 20 

  10:00am Sung Mass 170 (136) † 

  6.00pm Choral Evensong 40 

Monday    

Tuesday 9.30am Mass 30 

Wednesday 12.15pm Mass 20 

Thursday 9.30am Mass 10 

Friday    

Saturday 9.30am Mass 20 

* Average figures from statistics For Mission 2017.  † Number of communicants in brackets. The overall attendance is an 
estimate and includes approximately 50 children under 11 

Church Life 
 

Worship 

Our church is a Eucharistic community which is reflected 
in our long history of regular daily worship in the 
celebration of the Mass.  While its focus is unchanging it 
reaches out in varying ways to fulfil particular needs: 
Tuesday morning Mass is of a different character to 
other services, being popular with young parents and 
their toddlers. Midday Mass on Wednesday is followed 
by a simple lunch and is especially popular with older 
members of our community. Thursday morning Mass is 
celebrated using the Book of Common Prayer. Saturday 
morning Mass is always well attended particularly when 
offered monthly as a Healing Mass. The largest 
attendances are on Sundays with the 8am Mass 
sometimes attracting a congregation of 30 or more and 
the 10am Sung Mass drawing in a congregation of 150 – 
220 people.  There is usually a mid-week sung Mass to 
celebrate major feasts and solemnities and Holy Week is 
observed in accordance with the traditions of the 
western church. 

On Sunday evening there is Choral Evensong.  During the week Morning Prayer is said by the clergy and 
members of the congregation.  A mothers' prayer group meets on Mondays and there is a mother and 
toddler group who worship every Wednesday.  During the 10am Sunday service there is a Sunday School 
for young children and the Vibe runs monthly catering for teenagers.  The liturgical life of the parish is 
enriched with monthly Benediction after Choral Evensong, Stations of the Cross during Lent etc. 

The music at the Sung Mass is led by one of our choirs using a range of choral, plainsong and 
congregational Mass settings and a range of hymns, mostly traditional with some more modern ones. A 
team of servers assist the liturgy at Sung Masses and incense is used each week, usually from the Gospel 
onwards, but also at the entrance procession on greater festivals. 
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Music  

St Thomas’ Great Choir 

The Parochial Church Council has consultancy agreements with the Director of Music and the Assistant 
Director of Music. The Director of Music oversees a comprehensive music programme comprising four 
choirs - the Parish Choir, the Girls’ Choir, the Becket Singers and the Becket Consort of Voices - the 
Orchestra of St Thomas, an Organ Scholarship and SongCycle in conjunction with the Assistant Director 
of Music, the two Organ Scholars, five Assistant Organists and the Director of the Orchestra of St 
Thomas’. Approximately 100 singers and players are involved in the Music Department, and recordings 
are made from time to time.  

The Parish Choir of 17 men and 9 boys sing for the 
majority of the services accompanied by the 
Assistant Director of Music. Rehearsals are held 
on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings 
before the Sung Mass. The choir has a large and 
varied repertoire, performing a mass or canticle 
setting and a motet or anthem at each service and 
is a member of the St Nicolas Guild of RSCM-
affiliated choirs.  In recent years the choir has held 
week-long residencies in Norwich Cathedral and 
Sherborne Abbey and, in August 2017, at Salisbury Cathedral. 

The Girls’ Choir of 12 members sing at a service every two weeks on their own or with the men from the 
Parish Choir. Rehearsals are normally held on Sunday evenings before Evensong. The choir has been 
awarded the RSCM Proficiency Certificate. 

Boys and girls undertake musical training through the RSCM Voice for Life scheme and regularly take 
examinations for the RSCM Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.  

The Becket Singers is a mixed-voice adult chamber choir comprising 25 members, who sing occasional 
services during the year. 

The Becket Consort of Voices consists of singers of student age who tend to sing during university 
vacations. Many members were nurtured through the boys’ and girls’ choirs. 

The Great Choir, comprising all our singers, takes part in the Mass on special feast days. 

The Music Department has its own website http://www.music-at-st-thomas.org.uk/   

The Parish Choir at Salisbury Cathedral 

http://www.music-at-st-thomas.org.uk/
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The Orchestra of St Thomas’, directed by Brian 
Lynn, plays at Mass about every four weeks, as 
well as other occasional services and concerts.  

The Parish is committed to the training of young 
organists, aided by the Neville Mansel Memorial 
Organ Scholarship Fund, which was  established 
in 1992 in memory of a former Organist and 
Choirmaster.  

Up to two organ scholars follow a training plan 
that embraces service accompaniment, choral 
conducting and playing voluntaries. Former 
scholars have been appointed to posts in 
cathedrals and parishes. 

Lunchtime Live! concerts are held during the 
summer months, usually on the last Friday of the 
month. Since the first series began in 1995, 
performances have been given by local 
schoolchildren as well as professional and 
amateur musicians, including members of St 
Thomas' congregation. 

Due to the size of the church and its favourable 
acoustics, a number of outside musical groups 
from the local community perform here regularly. 

 

SongCycle, “The all singing all cycling male 
voice quartet”, was formed in 1996 after 
taking part in the Friends of Essex Churches 
Sponsored Bike Ride. They have been involved 
every year since, cycling from church to 
church and performing different motets in 
each one they visit. SongCycle has a wide 
repertoire and is regularly invited to perform 
at concerts, functions and services. The 
quartet was featured on BBC Songs of Praise 
in December 2007. 

http://www.songcycle.co.uk/    

A sub committee of the PCC — the Saint Thomas of Canterbury Music Foundation — has recently been 
set-up  to help maintain the high quality of music-making by providing administrative and other support 
to the Director of Music and to ensure the continued involvement  and recruitment of young people and 
others in the music-making of the church. 
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Sacraments and Funerals 

During 2017 there were 17 baptisms, 2 weddings and 3 funerals and the Bishop of Richborough visited 
St Thomas’ in June to confirm children and adults from our congregation. Baptisms take place during the 
Sung Mass every two months; parents are expected to attend a preparation evening beforehand and 
come to the Sung Mass the following week to be welcomed into the church family. We usually hold a 
marriage preparation evening for all couples early each year. Adults and children are prepared for 
confirmation in two separate classes. The sacrament of reconciliation is offered, though only practised 
regularly by a small number of parishioners.  

Charitable Giving 

Every year our church community donates a proportion of its income to charities nominated by the PCC 
and the congregation, co-ordinated by the Charities Committee.  During 2017, donations were made to 
17 charities with additional donations to our two church primary schools and bibles to St Thomas’ Junior 
and Becket Keys. See Appendix C. 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A member of our congregation is  a 
trained volunteer and regularly  patrols 
the high street area. 

A box is provided in the Church Centre for the Brentwood 
Foodbank to receive donations of food and useful items to be 
distributed to people who are less fortunate than ourselves.  
This  initiative attracts a lot of support from the community.   

Due to great demand, two Christingle Services 
are held on Christmas Eve, when the church is full 
to capacity, (approximately 2 x 400 people).  The 
money raised at these services is donated to the 
Children’s Society, one of our chosen charities.    

Likewise, the collection taken 
at the annual Remembrance 
Sunday civic service is donated 
to the Royal British Legion and 
the profit from the annual 
Phoenix Youth Orchestra 
concert, arranged by the local 
Rotary Club, benefits their 
chosen local charities.  
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The schools are fortunate to have the vast majority of their governors from the parish community. The 
parish priest is an ex-officio member of both governing bodies being an integral part of the leadership 
and management of both schools. His input, regular visits and support to the Head Teachers and staff is 
highly valued and appreciated. The children look forward to his weekly visits and his sharing of the 
gospel. The parish priests spiritual and pastoral leadership is important in the life of the schools – as one 
parent said,  

“The outstanding quality of worship and RE … enables pupils to develop into caring and compassionate 
individuals with a real grasp of their place in the ongoing life of the Christian church”. 

‘”We don’t always have to say words to God. He knows what we need even 
when we don’t say a word”. 

“Inclusive, cohesive community’ which ‘demonstrates Christian love and service and is much loved by its 
pupils and much appreciated by its parent body”. 

“It completes the circle”. 

St Thomas’ Infant and Junior Schools 

St Thomas of Canterbury is blessed to have two voluntary 
aided schools in the parish - an Infant School and a Junior 
School. The schools are an integral part of the parish being 
an extension of it with the incumbent leading worship in 
both schools on a weekly basis and celebrating a half 
termly Eucharist in both schools. This ministry in the 
schools is a vital part of our parish outreach and bringing 
our local community to know God. Over the years many 
parents have come forward for Confirmation through their 
experiences at school worship. 

Both schools have been graded outstanding in their most recent SIAMS Inspections and this reflects 
their commitment to being distinctive and effective Church of England schools. In the Infant School’s 
SIAMS Inspection report it was recognised that,  

One of the children said,  

In the Junior School’s SIAMS Inspection report it was recognised that the school 
is, an,  
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Could use a 

picture of the 

In Year 2, as part of the RE learning, the children explore the topic of ‘Belonging’. They start this by 
looking at groups that they, as individuals, belong to.  Sophie Sharp, a member of St Thomas’ Girls’ Choir, 
shared this with her peers: 

I belong to a choir group. When I go to choir I sing very loudly and I have to put a blue choir outfit on. Choir 

makes me think more about God.  I feel really peaceful after I go to choir.  I enjoy doing choir with my 

sister, who helps me and supports me.  Choir is special to me because I get to spend more time with God. 

The Head Teachers and Incumbent work together to support families pastorally. 

Both schools value their place in the worldwide church with the Infant School having a long association 
with the Diocesan Kenya partnership programme and the Junior School becoming involved with 
sponsoring children in Uganda. 

St Thomas of Canterbury Infant School  
http://www.stthomasofcanterburyinfantschool.co.uk/ 
 
St Thomas of Canterbury Junior School 
www.stthomasjnr.org/  
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BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

FAITH IN LEARNING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Becket Keys Church of England School offers a high quality education in a caring, Christian environment 
in which each student is known, valued and encouraged to achieve his/her individual potential. It is 
committed to providing an outstanding academic performance and to fostering a love of learning in its 
students. Through Character Education, the school also places a strong emphasis on all members of the 
community living in line with the traditional Christian values of respect, responsibility and forgiveness. 
The aim is to be caring, fair, honest and trustworthy in all we do.  

To appreciate the heart of Becket Keys, 
it is important to understand its 
beginnings. Brentwood, until the 
opening of Becket Keys, had no Church 
of England senior school, though the 
area is well served with church primary 
schools. There was a growing feeling in 
the area that the town needed a faith-
led school. Among these people was 
the then headteacher of St Thomas’ 
Junior School and a serving Christian, 
Mr. Scott-Evans. He had noted in his 
own school, growing numbers of 
parents wanting to continue their 
children’s education in a faith based 

environment, with an emphasis on Christian ethics and values.  

Through these conversations and prayer, Mr Scott-Evans began to realise that God was already at work 
within the community, guiding them towards this vision of a new faith school. He felt strongly that he 
was being called to join in with this venture. Despite no previous experience of senior school teaching, 
constantly being met with opposition and blockages and often feeling  inadequate, he nevertheless 
continued sensing God’s mission at the heart of the endeavour.  

Together with others who shared a similar vision, they formulated plans to build a school based upon 
Christian values where both believers and non-believers could be welcomed into a safe haven of Christ’s 
love; a place where students could discover in their teenage lives their own identity and their 
relationship with God. Here Christian values would be at the heart of the community, with students 
taking responsibility for the consequences of their actions and behaviours within the context of that 
wider community.  
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Central to this vision was the famous words in John’s gospel, ‘You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last’ (John 15.16). Here is a vision 
of following God’s call and through it, students growing in educational knowledge and spiritual 
knowledge and bearing fruit in later life by living out those values.  

These plans have definitely come into fruition. Becket Keys has been recognised by OSTED and SIAMS as 
an outstanding provider. Her Majesty’s inspector wrote in his report: ‘A Christian ethos permeates all 
aspects of school life and fosters a ‘family’ atmosphere in which all students feel cared for and valued.’ 

The first set of GCSE results were very strong. In particular, student achievement in the most prestigious 
EBacc subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, Spanish, Mandarin, Geography and History was 
exceptional. The founding cohort of 143 students all took: English (Literature and Language), 
Mathematics, Science and Religion & Philosophy. Most took 10 or 11 GCSEs in total. Two took 12. 

Most recently, the school has been blessed with a wonderful new building to house its new Sixth Form. 
It contains a chapel dedicated to the late Right Reverend Bishop John Wraw, a governor and friend of 
the school since its inception. 

Becket Keys is committed to maintaining a strong partnership with St. Thomas of Canterbury Church. 
Becket Keys is a Eucharistic community and immerses itself in the life of St Thomas of Canterbury 
Church, through services, being on the intercessions rota and supporting fund raising events. Many of 
its students benefit from the wonderful musical education provided by its choirs. The creation of the 
‘Vibe’, as an age appropriate extension to our Sunday School, also offers students further opportunities 
to explore their faith on a Sunday. We are also grateful for the many clergy from the Diocese who visit 
our school on a regular basis to lead worship and lead lunchtime Eucharists. 

Mrs Emma -Jane Sharp,  
Deputy Headteacher 
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Community and Civic links 

The size and central location of our church enables us to host major civic 
and community services, giving the church an informal rôle as the civic 
church. Good links with local organisations, such as the Rotary Club of 
Brentwood, The Royal British Legion and the Borough Council have been 
fostered over recent years. The building is typically full to capacity for 
occasions such as Remembrance Day.  

Deanery and Ecumenical Links  

St Thomas’ Church belongs to the Brentwood Deanery, which 
includes 21 parishes of a variety of churchmanship. The Area Dean 
is currently Canon Paul Hamilton from the neighbouring parish of 
Ingrave. 

We are also affiliated to ‘Churches Together in Brentwood’ hosting 
Stations of the Cross during Lent and a joint Good Friday Walk of 
Witness through the High Street that ends with refreshments at the 
United Reformed Church.  

Ministry Team 

In addition to the parish priest, the ministry team consists of a retired Priest (The Very Revd. Ossie Trellis 
SSC), an experienced Licensed Lay Minister, (Lesley Lynn), Authorised Local Preacher, (Carolyn Robertson) 
and the Director of Music.  

The members of the ministry team work closely together in planning the worship and in overseeing the 
pastoral care of the parish. They work closely with the Churchwardens, and are assisted by a lay pastoral 
care team. Secretarial assistance is provided on a voluntary basis by members of the congregation. A 
number of men and women have permission to assist with the distribution of holy communion at Mass, 
and occasionally assist in taking communion to the housebound. 

Home Groups 

A few groups meet regularly to either pray or study the Bible. In addition there is a Prayer Circle for 
urgent prayer requests, but this is clearly an area that could be developed. 

Service of Remembrance  

The Roman Catholic Cathedral of St Mary & St Helen is in our parish, 
with whom we have a covenant that we are will hopefully be renewing 
later in 2018. 

http://www.cathedral-brentwood.org/blog-2/cathedral-covenant/  

In January 2012 the Immanuel Church was 'planted' in Brentwood under 
a Mission Order signed by the Bishop of Chelmsford.  At the outset its 
congregation was formed by members of St. Peters' C of E Church in Harold 
Wood (evangelical tradition) who lived in the Brentwood area.  
 By the invitation of the parish church of St Thomas of Canterbury and the 
encouragement of the Bishop of Chelmsford it began Sunday meetings at 
Brentwood County High School. 

https://www.immanuelbrentwood.org 

 Good Friday Walk of Witness 
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 Work Amongst Children 

 

Work with children is very high profile, and the parish has a reputation of being very child-friendly. Our 
programme for children starts with the Toddler Group, which meets each Wednesday morning, starting 
with a short service in church. Most children from here go on to attend the popular Jigsaw Pre-School, 
which uses the hall in the Church Centre.  

 

We have a large Sunday School with more than 100 children registered, which meets in the Church 
Centre during the Parish Mass each week and the Vibe, (Sunday school for teenagers), meets monthly. 

 

The Toddler Group and the Sunday School are led by an enthusiastic and committed team of volunteers.  
Ongoing discussions are taking place in the PCC about the appointment of a qualified paid Youth & 
Children’s Worker to oversee this work, including the possibility of establishing a Youth Group. In May 
2017 we had a concert performed entirely by a selection of our young people. The performers are 
pictured. 

Performers of our Youth Concert, May 2017 

Jigsaw pre-school uses our hall during the week as does the church-affiliated 2nd Brentwood, (St Thomas 
of Canterbury) cubs’ and scouts’ group.  
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“61 Club” 

The “61 Club” provides an opportunity for 
older members of the congregation, ranging 
from the recently retired to the elderly, to get 
together for social activities including theatre 
outings and day-trips. The club is also a useful 
way of keeping an eye on the older members 
of the congregation who do not always find it 
easy to attend other church functions.  

Friends of St Thomas’ 

The Friends of St Thomas’ is a sub-committee of the 
PCC and organises fundraising events for church 
restoration purposes that also promote social activity 
within the church community.  Recent events have 
included a Beer Festival, Harvest Barbecue, parish 
concerts, Italian Evening, Big Brunch and a Cake Sale.  

Additionally, the annual Christmas Bazaar and Turkey 
Bingo raises funds for the general upkeep of the 
church. 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsstthomas/    Beer festival volunteers  

Cooking breakfast baps for the Christmas Bazaar  

Church Centre 

The Church Centre which adjoins the church provides an 
important base for our ministry. A team of volunteers 
from the congregation staff the centre, serving 
refreshments to visitors. The welcome area includes a 
stall selling cards, as well as café-style seating. With the 
Jigsaw Pre-school also in the Church Centre there is 
usually a steady stream of visitors who appreciate the 
opportunity to stop and chat for a few minutes over 
coffee. The Centre is open daily, usually from 9:00am to 
3:00pm, and during this time the Church is also open to 
visitors and anyone seeking a quiet space for prayer and 
reflection. 

The church centre hall is  available for church  affiliated 
groups to use, as are additional meeting rooms upstairs. 

The hall is currently used by one group or another 6 days  
in a regular week. 
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Our Church Buildings 

There has been a place of worship in this town dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury since the 13th 
century.  The original chapel, the ruins of which stand in the High Street, was built as a stopping off 
point for pilgrims making their way to the shrine of St. Thomas à Becket at Canterbury Cathedral.  We 
seek to maintain that tradition of providing hospitality and a place of quiet contemplation for all. 

In 1836 a church was built on the present site but had to be replaced by the present building in 1883 
which was designed by E C Lee in the Early English Gothic style and is large enough to accommodate 
major civic services. It is constructed of brick, faced in flint and knapped flint with dressings of Bath 
stone and is Listed Grade II* as a building of special architectural and historic interest within the 
conservation area of central Brentwood.  Features include a stone altar and an impressive reredos at 
the east end.  A recently commissioned nave altar has been placed on a dais installed immediately 
before the Chancel.  The Lady Chapel on the north side of the Sanctuary is used for morning prayer and 
Masses during the week.   

The Church Centre was added in 1988 providing improved facilities for visitors, children's work and 
social activities.   

The graveyard was closed in 1902 and is maintained by the local council contractor. 

The Parochial Church Council 

The PCC currently consists of eighteen members, including three Deanery Synod representatives and the 
parish priest. The Council meets six times a year, and each meeting commences with a said Mass.   

The PCC has a Property & Finance Committee to advise on all associated matters. Other committees 
coordinate stewardship, donations to charities and social / restoration fund raising events. These are 
enthusiastic, self-motivated groups, some comprising a mix of PCC members and parishioners. They 
routinely report to the PCC for agreement and support about new initiatives and progress with current 
projects. 

Nave & High Altar                                Altar of Repose in the Lady Chapel 

Other Buildings 

The parish owns three properties at the end of a terrace next to the church centre.  The end terrace 
house has four bedrooms, bathroom and toilet upstairs with access to a balcony overlooking the garden. 
Downstairs accommodation is four large rooms, kitchen, utility area and separate toilet.  The property is 
available to house an assistant curate although, at present, together with the other two two-bedroom 
flats, it is occupied by tenants. 

All three properties have been improved in the past five years with new kitchens and central heating. 
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Routine maintenance of these buildings is ongoing. Between 2001 
and 2013 £355,000 was raised to completely retile the roof of the 
church together with some associated stonework. Our most recent 
Quinquennial Inspection in 2013 reported that most of the building 
'is generally in a satisfactory condition structurally' and also 'The 
main works of repair to be carried out is the conservation of the 
dressed stone to walls and stonework to windows.'  Our next target 
is to prepare a programme for the undertaking of this work together 
with other projects of repair, maintenance and restoration.  

Bells 

 

The peal of eight bells has been ringing out from St. Thomas' in the traditional way since their 
installation in 1887. The whole installation was fully refurbished in 2008 funded by local fundraising 
and generous donations from several people and organisations. The bells initially went to the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry (where they were made) for cleaning and retuning before transporting to 
Nicholson Engineering Ltd. for modification and reinstallation in the original but strengthened cast-iron 
frame. The project was completed by Christmas 2008 and the Bishop of Bradwell rededicated the 
installation in March 2009.  

 www.st-thomas.org.uk/church-bells.html  

 

Organ 

 

We have a fine three manual pipe organ with 41 speaking stops 
and 2,108 pipes. It was originally built by Norman and Beard in 
1897 with substantial work carried out in 1970.  However, by the 
turn of the century it was clear that many of its mechanisms 
required restoration and improvements in order that it could 
continue to be used.  Following the establishment of an organ 
restoration appeal a contract of £145,000 was awarded to 
Nicholson and Co. The Appeal was launched in June 2006 with an 
organ recital by Carlo Curley and the instrument was rededicated 
in September 2011.  Its outstanding qualities are appreciated by 
many and as well as underpinning the worship at St Thomas’ it is 
used by contributors from the wider community in recitals and 
concerts. 

http://www.st-thomas.orguk/church-bells.html
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The house is set back from Queens Road, it enjoys a secluded location with open views to the rear of 
the property, within easy reach of the High Street and main line station to London, Southend and 
Norwich. 

 The Vicarage 

 

St. Thomas' Vicarage is a large detached 
house built in 1962.  On the ground floor 
is a large living room, dining room, fully 
fitted kitchen, small utility room, toilet 
and study. Upstairs there are two double 
bedrooms and three single rooms, a 
bathroom and large landing. 

 

There is a large garden to the front of the 
property with a single garage and parking 
for an additional six cars. A greenhouse 
and patio are situated to the side of the 
house with a good sized garden to the 
rear. 

Parish Communications 

A quarterly magazine, The Spire, contains news about past and future events at St Thomas’ as well as 
topical articles. The parish website is also regularly updated with news and details of forthcoming events. 
A weekly bulletin is available on Sundays giving details of services and social events during the following 
week . 
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About Brentwood 

 

The Church of St Thomas of Canterbury Brentwood 
is situated in the heart of the town. Its spire has 
been a landmark for many generations and can be 
seen from all approaches to the town. 

 

Brentwood is situated in the South West of Essex 
and is a pleasant, busy town conveniently placed 
for London and the surrounding countryside and 
villages.  

Road and rail connections are excellent with the M25, A12 and A127 within the Borough and fast rail 
links to London and East Anglia. Trains to London Liverpool Street take about 35 minutes. Stansted, City 
and Southend airports are all 30 to 40 minutes drive away with Gatwick and Heathrow airports also 
within easy reach.  

 

New Elizabeth Line trains, part of the London Crossrail project, began services to central  London in June 
2017. The central tunnels are due to open in December 2018 and direct services to Heathrow and 
Reading are due to commence in 2019 from Shenfield, www.crossrail.co.uk  

 

The majority of housing in the town has been built since 1945 and some 85% of this is owner occupied. 
10% of accommodation is social housing and there is pressure for more low cost affordable housing. 

 

Employment within the parish is very much concentrated in the service sector which is mainly located in 
the town centre and the area around Brentwood station. There are however 7 industrial estates within 
the Borough and numerous other small enterprises, as well as the headquarters of Ford UK, major BT 
site, Liverpool Victoria & IFDS (International Financial Data Services). Nevertheless, more than 50% of the 
resident workforce commute out of the parish to work, primarily in London. Unemployment is low, 
although there is a significant retired population, with a number of sheltered accommodation and care 
homes within the parish. 

 

The main shopping area is Brentwood town centre, which is also a historic centre, incorporating several 
listed buildings and an ancient monument, the 13th Century pilgrim chapel of St Thomas à Becket.  

Chapel Ruins Farmers’ Market 
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Several primary and secondary schools are located in our parish in addition to St Thomas of Canterbury 
Infant, Junior and Becket Keys Church of England Schools.  These are: 

 

• St Helen’s Infant and Junior Schools (Roman Catholic) 

• Hogarth Primary School 

• The Endeavour School (for pupils with learning difficulties)  

• Brentwood County High School 

• Brentwood Ursuline Convent High School (Roman Catholic Girls Secondary) 

• Brentwood Pre-Preparatory School & Brentwood Preparatory School (Independent Primary) 

• Brentwood School (Independent Secondary) 

 

There are a number of other excellent primary and secondary schools in the area attended by many of 
the children in our congregation. 

  Shenfield Common           Weald Country Park 

Although only 18 miles from London, the borough of Brentwood includes a significant amount of green 
space, with extensive woodland, farms and three large country parks. The parish itself covers a 
relatively compact area around the town centre but still includes some important green areas, notably 
Hartswood, Shenfield Common and Merrymeade Park. There are a variety of both public and private 
sports and recreational facilities including the multi-functional Brentwood Centre and a busy and well 
supported Brentwood theatre.  

Other local gym facilities include; Better Gym at the Baytree Centre, Virgin Active in Warley and 
Ashwells Active in Bentley. 

The Nuffield Hospital is in Shenfield Road. 

Hornchurch: the Queen’s Theatre provides a regular varied programme of entertainment. 

Chelmsford is only 14 miles by road with various shopping areas and theatre. 
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St Thomas’ schools 

Vicarage 

Becket Keys 

St Thomas’ Church 

St Thomas’ Schools 
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Financial Overview 
 
Our operating principles are: 
• Each year we support the full voluntary financial contribution to the Diocese (Parish Share).  

• We cover our operating costs including all expenses reasonably incurred by the incumbent 
through his ministry in the parish. 

• We contribute to and provide support to our affiliated schools together with growing our Mission 
footprint. 

• Our Parish Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2017 (see Appendix A) show our financial 
results for the period and balance sheet.  

• The PCC continues to encourage maximization of giving through the utilization of Gift Aid 
opportunities including running a stewardship campaign in 2017 to encourage Time, Talent and 
Giving opportunities.  Our annual Gift Aid Tax Recovery exceeds £25,000.  

We have had tremendous success in fundraising for restoration and maintenance projects in recent 
years: 

• Over the past twelve years we have raised over £300,000 to repair the church roof, with the final 
stage being completed in 2013. 

• We have raised £80,000 through our own efforts plus grants and a legacy to refurbish our bells, 
with the work completed in 2009. 

• We raised and spent approximately £150,000 to fully renovate our church pipe organ in 2012 with 
the final element being completed in 2014. 

• We raised £10,500 through specific donations from the congregation, grants and bequests to 
replace the clerestory lighting in the church in 2015. 

• In 2015, we replaced the boilers used to heat the church at a cost of £43,000. 

• We have invested in a number of assets to enhance our church and our liturgy, namely new altar, 
lectern, credence table, monstrance and public address system.  
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Appendix A – Summary of Parish Financials 
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Appendix A – Summary of Parish Financials (cont’d) 

Endowment  
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Appendix B 

 

House of Bishops' Declaration on the Ministry of Bishops and Priests 

 (20th November 2013)  

 

The present position of the PCC of St. Thomas of Canterbury, Brentwood 

 

The Parochial Church Council remains fully committed to the continuance of its present episcopal 
pastoral and sacramental ministry under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Richborough, an assistant 
Bishop in the Diocese of Chelmsford. 

 

Following the ordination of the first women priests in 1994, the PCC passed Resolutions A, B then 
followed by C, a position which was regularly reviewed and reasserted until the House of Bishops' 
Declaration in 2013.  Following the Declaration the PCC passed a Resolution: 

 

'This PCC requests, on grounds of theological conviction, that arrangements be made for it in 
accordance with the House of Bishops' Declaration on the Ministry of Bishops and Priests.' 

 

On July 21st 2016 the Bishop of Chelmsford, The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, responded to this request 
made on behalf of the PCC by our incumbent the Revd. Colin E Hewitt: 

 

'As a Resolution A,B, C Parish, I know that you have valued the ministry of the Bishop of Richborough, 
and I am pleased that the existing arrangements will continue unchanged under the new national 
arrangements.  I will ask him to provide episcopal pastoral and sacramental ministry for your parish.  Of 
course, I understand that you seek male priestly as well as episcopal ministry, and in the event of a 
vacancy at some time in the future, I will ensure that this is communicated to those responsible for a 
new appointment.  For the avoidance of doubt this letter will be put on your parish file.' 

 

The Council of Bishops in its 2016 Advent pastoral letter gave thanks that '412 parishes have passed a 
resolution that places them in the fellowship of parishes committed to our care.  The majority have also 
affiliated formally to The Society under the patronage of St Wilfrid and St Hilda, in order to make our 
belonging together more visible.' 



 

30 

Appendix C – 2017 Donations 

St Hilda’s Church     £3,000 Donation from Fr Barnes’ Legacy 

Essex Search and Rescue   £250 

Essex Air Ambulance    £250 

Crossroads Care Brentwood   £100 

Brentwood Street Pastors   £250 

Water Aid      £250 

The Smile Train     £300 

Sight Savers     £240 

Christian Aid     £131.54 Boxes / Envelopes 

Hope Africa     £500 

Crisis at Christmas    £500 

Brentwood Food Bank    £150 

Essex Clergy Charity    £200 

Friends of Chelmsford Churches  £50 

Children’s Society    £1,325.08 Collections from Christingle Services on Christmas Eve 

Subtotal General donations   £5,143.26  (2016 £5,366) 

 

School Leavers Bibles for Year 6  £650  St Thomas’ Junior School 

Becket Keys School Leaver bibles  £100 

St Thomas’ Infant School   £1,500 

St Thomas’ Junior School   £1,500 

Sub Total Donations to Schools  £3,750  (2016 £3,188) 

 

Total       £11,893.26  (2016 £8,554) 

 



 

31 

Appendix D – Summary of parish survey 

As part of the process of seeking a new priest following the retirement of Fr Colin, it is necessary to write 

a profile of the parish. To that end, the PCC have identified three main priorities for our church, namely: 

1. To develop ways to reach out and engage with the local community. 

2. To enable the budgeted youth worker to become a reality. 

3. To develop further the music foundation. 

a. by enabling this as a way to reach out into the community. 

b. to enable the music foundation to develop a firm financial footing. 

63 responses, 11 online, 44 named on paper, 8 anonymous. Note: one anonymous respondent did not include an answer for 
Priority 2. 
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 A selection of St Thomas’ young talent 
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Further Information     Parish Website 

Patrons       www.st-thomas.org.uk 

Diocesan Board of Patronage   Includes a History of the Parish  

53 New Street        

Chelmsford       

Essex 

CM1 1AT 

Page 7: Map and satellite imagery from Google Maps, parish boundary data from A Church Near You  

http://www.st-thomas.org.uk

