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INTRODUCTION	

St	 Peter-ad-Vincula	 is	 a	 warm,	 welcoming	 village	 church.	 We	 have	 an	 active,	 engaged	
congregation	and	are	seeking	to	appoint	a	priest	to	a	0.5	post,	either	as	house	for	duty	or	
without	a	house	but	with	a	half-stipend.	

The	 congregation	 represents	 the	whole	 range	 of	 Church	 of	 England	 traditions,	 and	 some	
whose	 background	 reflects	 other	 Christian	 denominations.	 We	 have	 a	 small	 but	 very	
committed	 number	 of	 young	 adults.	 We	 offer	 a	 warm	 welcome	 to	 all	 local	 people	 and	
visitors	who	wish	to	worship	at	the	church		

	

WORSHIP		

The	 preaching	 tradition	 is	 broadly	 expository	 and	 lectionary	 based.	 Laity	 are	 involved	 in	
leading	worship,	including	reading	lessons	or	leading	intercessory	prayers.	Five	lay	persons	
are	licensed	to	administer	the	chalice.	

	

Our	current	pattern	of	services	is	as	follows:	

Week	 Time	 Service	

First	 9.30	am	
5.00	pm	

Common	Worship	Holy	Communion	
BCP	Evening	Prayer	

Second	 9.30	am	
5.00	pm	

Common	Worship	Holy	Communion	
BCP	Evening	Prayer	

Third	 9.30	am	
5.00	pm	

Common	Worship	Holy	Communion	
BCP	Evening	Prayer	

Fourth	 9.30	am	
5.00	pm	

Family	Service	
BCP	Holy	Communion	

Fifth	 9.30	am	
5.00	pm	

Morning	Prayer	Mission	Service	
BCP	Evening	Prayer	
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The	current	style	of	worship	at	St	Peter’s	is	traditional,	except	for	Family	Service,	which	is	a	
short,	lively	and	lay-led.	

		

	

St	Peter’s	has	a	strong	musical	tradition	and	is	fortunate	to	have	two	talented	organists	and	
an	accomplished	choir.	
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The	 choir	 sings	 at	 every	 morning	 service	 except	 Family	 Service,	 when	 the	 Music	 Group	
accompanies	 worship.	 An	 augmented	 choir	 sings	 at	 Christmas,	 Easter	 and	 Remembrance	
and	other	special	services,	which	invariably	attract	larger	congregations.	There	is	a	fine	pipe	
organ	built	by	Bishops.	Recent	musical	highlights	include	a	performance	of	Rutter’s	Requiem	
during	 a	 Lenten	 communion	 service;	 the	 premiere	 of	 a	 new	 anthem	 by	 Philip	 Stopford,	
which	was	commissioned	by	St	Peter’s	to	mark	the	retirement	of	a	previous	incumbent;	and	
the	premiere	of	an	anthem	by	Paul	Ayres,	commissioned	by	a	member	of	the	congregation	
and	performed	on	Remembrance	Sunday.	

Complete	Mission	 Praise	 and	 the	 New	 English	 Hymnal	 are	 used	 at	 morning	 and	 evening	
services	respectively.	Clergy	and	choir	are	robed	at	most	services.	Refreshments	are	served	
after	services	in	the	large	hall.		

Since	January	2016,	there	have	been	9	baptisms,	1	wedding	and	10	funerals.		

	

	

Usual	Sunday	attendance	is	between	35	and	40	 in	the	morning	and	between	10	and	15	 in	
the	evening.	Services	at	Remembrance	and	Christmas	can	lead	to	congregations	of	over	100.		
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Every	 Thursday	morning	 at	 8.30,	 there	 is	 a	 short,	 lay-led	 service	 of	morning	 prayers.	We	
have	a	prayer	board	and	a	book	where	anyone	may	write	prayers.	These	are	often	offered	
up	at	this	service.	

	

	

A	house	group	meets	monthly,	and	weekly	during	Lent.	Other	activities	in	Lent	have	
included	a	Quiet	Day	and	weekly	Prayer	Walks.	Labyrinth	Prayer	Walking	sometimes	takes	
place	in	the	church	and	is	open	to	the	local	community.	
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FAMILIES	AT	ST	PETER’S	

In	 the	 last	 year,	we	have	built	on	an	existing	monthly	Dads	and	Toddlers	group	and	have	
started	quarterly	Messy	Church	sessions,	mainly	aimed	at	KS1	and	their	families.		

	

There	 are	 strong,	 overlapping	 teams	 who	 organise	 and	 run	 Messy	 Church	 and	 Family	
Services	 and	 they	 are	 planned	 as	 one	mission.	We	 aim	 to	 provide	 an	 activity	 a	month	 to	
which	 we	 can	 invite	 families	 with	 children;	 these	 include	 an	 Easter	 Eggstravaganza,	 our	
Summer	Festival,	a	shoebox	packing	morning,	family	Labyrinth	Walking	sessions	and	a	very	
popular	Christingle	service.	We	have	over	twenty	families	who	have	signed	up	to	our	mailing	
list	and	are	working	to	develop	them	into	a	cohesive	community.	This	is	currently	our	main	
area	of	outreach.	

THE	CHURCH	COMMUNITY	

There	 is	 a	 committed	 PCC,	 Standing	 Committee	 and	 Worship	 Committee.	 Many	 people	
(including	some	who	are	not	regular	members	of	the	congregation)	are	involved	in	cleaning	
the	church,	providing	refreshments,	flower	arranging	and	bell	ringing.	
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There	 is	 a	 church	 group	 called	 CAMEO	 (Come	 And	Meet	 Each	 Other)	 which	 organises	 a	
variety	of	social	and	community	events.	The	St	Peter’s	Sewing	Group	meets	monthly	in	the	
church	hall.	

	

An	excellent	parish	magazine	-	Roydon	Parish	News	–	is	published	monthly	with	a	circulation	
of	720	copies	each	month	involving	a	team	of	forty	people.	A	weekly	news	sheet	is	produced	
for	each	Sunday	(2	x	A4	size).	The	church	has	a	website	–	www.roydonstpeters.org	–	which	
is	kept	up	to	date	with	the	weekly	news	sheet	and	future	services	and	other	events.	It	also	
contains	information	for	people	seeking	to	organise	weddings,	baptisms	and	funerals,	
together	with	historical	notes	about	the	church	and	a	photo	gallery	of	past	events.	

A	Summer	Festival	 is	held	every	two	years	over	the	August	Bank	Holiday	week-end.,	most	
recently	 in	 2016.	 This	 is	 a	 successful	 fund-raising	 event,	which,	 this	 year,	 included	 flower	
displays	 in	the	church,	musical	performances,	a	 ‘pub	shed’,	 tug	of	war	and	dog	show.	 It	 is	
much	enjoyed	by	the	local	community	and	further	afield.	

THE	PARISH	

The	parish	 covers	an	area	of	 some	5	miles	by	4	miles,	bounded	on	 the	west	by	 the	River	
Stort	(also	the	diocesan	boundary	with	St	Albans),	on	the	north	and	east	by	the	large	town	
of	 Harlow,	 and	 on	 the	 south	 by	 the	 parish	 of	 Nazeing.	 It	 is	 largely	 agricultural	 land	with	
wooded	areas.	It	is	divided	into	four	main	residential	areas:	the	main	village	of	Roydon;	the	
chalet	 village	 at	 Roydon	Marina;	 the	 area	 of	 Broadley	 Common	 and	 Roydon	Hamlet	with	
Dobbs	Weir.	

The	total	population	is	nearly	3,000.	There	is	a	strong	commuter	element,	as	Roydon	station	
is	 on	 the	 main	 line	 from	 Cambridge	 and	 Stansted	 Airport	 to	 Liverpool	 Street,	 but	 many	
people	have	 lived	 in	Roydon	 for	a	 long	 time.	The	age	range	 is	 that	of	a	 typically	balanced	
population.	There	are	three	estates,	originally	built	as	social	housing	and	now	largely	owner-
occupied	and	residential	areas	which	have	been	privately	developed.	
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The	 village	 has	 a	 large	 village	 hall,	 playing	 fields	 (including	 a	 children’s	 play	 area,	 tennis	
courts,	football	pitches	and	a	cricket	club	pavilion),	three	public	houses,	three	restaurants,	a	
general	store	(groceries,	newsagent,	post	office	and	off	licence),	a	pharmacy,	a	hairdresser	
and	two	estate	agents.	

	

	

	
	

We	have	good	links	with	the	local	primary	school	and	pre	school.	The	schools	use	the	church	
for	their	own	celebrations	at	major	festival	times.	The	primary	school	has	welcomed	visitors	
from	 the	 church	 to	 take	 assemblies.	 The	 schools	 have	 participated	 in	 Labyrinth	 Prayer	
Walking	and	wish	to	be	involved	again.	

There	 is	 one	 other	 church	 in	 Roydon,	 the	United	 Reformed	Church.	 St	 Peter’s	 has	 a	 very	
cordial	 relationship	with	 the	 URC.	We	 share	 joint	 services	 on	 Remembrance	 Sunday,	 the	
Week	 of	 Prayer	 for	 Christian	 Unity,	 Pentecost,	 the	 Women’s	 World	 Day	 of	 Prayer	 and	
Maundy	Thursday.	The	congregations	support	each	other	in	social	and	charitable	events.	St	
Peter’s	also	has	contacts	with	the	historic	church	of	St	James	in	Stansteadbury,	where	four	
services	are	held	each	year.	St	Peter’s	choir	has	often	sung	at	these.	
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THE	BUILDING	

	

	

The	 parish	 church	 of	 St	 Peter-ad-Vincula	 is	 an	 architecturally	 delightful	 grade	 1	 listed	
building	dating	from	1225,	seating	up	to	160	people.	In	1969,	it	was	reordered	with	a	new	
altar	on	the	north	wall.		
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The	original	sanctuary	is	now	used	as	a	side	chapel	-	the	Colte	Chapel.	It	is	named	after	the	
Coltes	of	nearby	Nether	Hall,	whose	daughter,	Jane,	married	Sir	Thomas	More	in	St	Peter’s	
in	1505.	

	

In	2013,	major	work	was	undertaken	in	the	church,	which	included	the	retiling	of	the	floor	
and	 the	 replacement	of	 the	pews	with	80	wooden	chairs	plus	48	 folding	 chairs	 stored	on	
trolleys.	 This	 work	 has	 beautified	 the	 church	 and,	 more	 importantly,	 has	 created	 a	
welcoming	 and	 flexible	 space	 for	 worship	 and	 other	 activities.	 The	 seating	 can	 now	 be	
arranged	 so	 that	 the	congregation	can	 face	 the	altar,	 the	 font	or	one	another.	 It	has	also	
facilitated	the	use	of	the	church	for	concerts,	quiet	days	and	other	community	activities.	

	

	



11	
	

The	church	has	a	sound	system	with	a	hearing	loop	and	facilities	for	recording	and	CD	
playing.		

There	 has	 been	 a	 further	 significant	 project	 to	 carry	 out	 vital	 repairs	 to	 a	 number	 of	 the	
windows	in	2016.	

Attached	 to	 the	church	 is	a	church	hall	with	 two	 function	 rooms,	a	well-equipped	kitchen	
and	toilets	which	provide	for	disabled	access.	The	church	hall	is	regularly	used	for	a	number	
of	community	activities,	including	a	coffee	shop,	a	playgroup	and	local	drama	groups.	There	
is	a	vestry	in	the	church	itself	and	a	separate	parish	office	above	the	church	hall	from	which	
the	CCTV	is	monitored.	

Outside	is	a	large	car	park	and	a	churchyard	which	is	still	open	for	burials.	There	is	an	area	
consecrated	for	burial	of	ashes,	which	includes	a	memorial	wall,	A	Quiet	Garden	and	a	Wild	
Area	have	recently	been	developed	to	encourage	visitors	to	enjoy	the	peace	and	beauty	of	
the	churchyard.	

	

	

The	church	is	open	to	the	public	every	day	of	the	week	between	9.00	am	and	3.30	pm.	

	

FINANCES	

The	2015/2016	accounts	are	attached.	St	Peter’s	has	 the	 financial	 status	of	platinum.	The	
church	provides	funds	to	support	a	wide	range	of	missions	and	charities	under	the	current	
policy	of	the	PCC	to	donate	10%	of	voluntary	giving.	
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MISSION	

Over	the	past	18	months	we	have	focused	on	building	relationships	with	families.	We	have	
made	real	progress	and	aim	to	continue	to	develop	this.			We	have	also		seen	some	recent	
growth	amongst	other	age	groups	and	would	like	to	build	on	this	as	well	–	for	instance		we	
are	planning	to	arrange	regular	gatherings	at	a	local	pub	to	make	connections	with	
commuters.	

When	there	is	a	fifth	Sunday	in	the	month,	the	focus	of	the	morning	service	is	on	outward	
mission.	 Recent	 fifth	 Sundays	 have,	 for	 example,	 focused	 on	 modern	 slavery	 and	
Streets2Homes,	 a	 charity	 helping	 the	 homeless	 in	 Harlow.	 Last	 December,	 there	 was	 a	
sleep-out	to	raise	money	for	Streets2Homes.	

The	congregation	support	a	range	of	charities,	both	financially	and	practically.			

	

	

PERSON	PROFILE	

We	would	like	to	appoint	a	priest	who	can	help	us	to	grow,	both	spiritually	and	numerically.	
He	 or	 she	 should	 be	 able	 to	 encourage	 and	 develop	 our	 varied	 strands	 of	 worship.	 We	
particularly	need	someone	who	is	able	to	disciple	the	new	contacts	we	are	making	and	help	
us	to	draw	them	fully	into	the	church	family.	

	


