
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Addresses 2019 

“My, God, my God, why have you forsaken me” (Mark 15.34) 
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“In the midst of the unbearable story of the passion of the world we can discover the 

reconciling story of the passion of Christ.” (Jurgen Moltmann) 

 

 

 

  



Easter morning 

 

The letter to the Hebrews says that Jesus offered himself up to God “through the eternal 

Spirit” (9.14). The link between the Father and the Son in the death and agony and 

separation of the cross is the Holy Spirit. The surrender of the Father and the offering of the 

Son take place through the Spirit. Jesus Christ’s dereliction – the shout of anguish from the 

Cross that we have been reflecting on all through Holy Week, My God, my God, why you 

have deserted me” - is the cry of the human soul united with and taken up into the life of 

God in Trinity. The cross, we discover, is not left behind: it is at the heart of God, for the 

Risen Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene in the garden, and to Cleopas and his companion on 

the Emmaus Road, and to the disciples in the upper room, and he shows them his hands and 

his side, shows them the wounds of his suffering love, the cost of that love and its imprint in 

the life of God. The cross is also at the heart of humanity. It is the means by which we are 

saved, because it is the means by which our life is joined to God’s life by Jesus’ sharing in 

our dereliction, our suffering and our death, and by Christ's victory over sin and separation. 

 

The passion of Jesus Christ is nothing less than the passion of God in Trinity. Thus we can 

admit a contradiction in some Christian understanding that is, perhaps, at the heart of the 

atheist’s complaint, and at the heart of our own difficulty in justifying God when we face 

suffering ourselves, or when we cry out in anger and disbelief that there can be the sort of 

suffering in the world that we see about us every day. We maintain that God cannot suffer, 

and yet it is God who suffers on the cross. As we have seen, if we seek to understand  the 

cross only in terms of Christ’s suffering,  and at that only in his humanity, then we are not 

being true to our belief in the Trinity – nor our insights into the Trinitarian sharing of the 

Passion.  

 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself” said the Apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 5. 

19). But God doesn’t do this by a display of power, but with humility and love. When the 

letter to the Philippians says God “emptied himself” (Philippians 2.7), it does not mean God 

stopped being powerful for a short while so as to become limited and human in Jesus, but 

that God’s real and actual power was always the power of love, and that love has been 

emptied into Jesus so that we could see it and receive it. And because it is love, then God 



will not force it upon us. Otherwise it would be something else. God waits. God waits for the 

free response of our love to God’s love. That is why Mary does not recognise Jesus in the 

garden. It’s not just that he is alive with a new life. She must make the step of love herself, 

as we must do.  

 

In the passion of Christ and in his resurrection, we discover that the living God, the risen 

God, is the loving God; but a God who cannot suffer cannot love, and a God who cannot 

love is not a God at all, or a dead God, an irrelevant God, and not the God who was in Jesus. 

God displays this living and this loving through God’s sharing of our life, including our 

suffering; through God becoming vulnerable to our responses; in taking the risk that Mary 

wouldn’t ever recognise him; that Peter might go on denying him: and we have the same 

choices to make. Either God lets people suffer or God suffers as well; in and through his 

creation, and particularly and resolutely, through Christ.  The God who merely lets the 

innocent suffer stands accused in our courts: the God who through the Cross of Christ 

suffers everything in everyone is God’s only possible defending Council. 

And so, when we find ourselves saying, where is God when this terrible tragedy happens, 

when a child dies or when some atrocity takes place, we must look no further than the 

cross. This is where we will always find God. It is where we put him and it is where God 

chose to be, because it is the only way of demonstrating that in this world of sin and pain 

and death, God is with us, saving us, raising us up, pointing to that resurrection life that is 

prepared for us beyond the valley of death.  

 

Christ is risen. He has made the dead wood of the cross the promise of life for ever. Which 

doesn’t mean pain and suffering have gone away. But it does mean they are changed; so 

with St Paul we can declare: “Death where is your sting? Grave where is your victory?” (1 

Corinthians 15. 52)  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers , nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Romans 8. 38-39). In the words of the great theologian Jürgen Moltmann, “In the midst of 

the unbearable story of the passion of the world we can discover the reconciling story of the 

passion of Christ.” 

 


