
 

 

Celebrating the Nativity Online Service 

 

Many households will have nativity sets: some very old, some new, made of all different materials and 

including the homemade ones. Churches often have a festival of nativities, creating a display of nativity 

sets owned by the people in the local community. As this might not be possible this year, here is a way for 

households to share nativity sets together and focus on the wonder of the Christmas story.  

 

Your church and community could share pictures of nativity sets in different ways: 

 Create a photographic display for your Facebook page or other social media. 

 Use the images for a school assembly or R.E. lesson looking at the Christmas story. 

 Place them in your local shops for people to spot. 

 As part of an online service instead of one of the usual crib or nativity services at your church. 

 

Preparation 

Before the service let your community know that they will need to have their nativity set and a candle 

ready near their device to join in. Send out the order of service and carol words. You might also like to 

encourage families to have some drawing/craft material available. 

The leader(s) in this service could be a child, young person or a family together.  Ask different people, 

preferably beforehand, to read out the words for each of the characters when it comes to that point. 

The carols are suggestions, you can include them or replace them with your own choices. 

Begin by welcoming everyone and saying how much we are looking forward to being together online and 

sharing our nativities. 

Explain that we will join together with some carols (if on zoom, people will need to mute and join in at 

home). 

*************************************************************************** 

The Worship 

Allow people time to gather and to make sure they have their camera and sound on (if they wish to)  

Welcome and lighting of a candle in each household  

Leader: Jesus, light of the world 

All: Thank you for being with us today 

Sing: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Opening prayer 

Leader:  

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 



draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

All   Amen. 

 

Leader: We have gathered together to share our nativity scenes with one another and to remember the 

wonder of those who were there to see the new born king and to remember God’s glory revealed in the 

world for everyone. 

 

(At this point, depending on numbers, you could take some time to go into smaller ‘breakout’ groups to look 

at nativity sets or each household show their nativity set in turn.) 

Bring everyone back together and continue 

 

Leader: As we gather together from our different homes, we remember the story of Jesus being born into 

the world as a baby.  

 

Pick up or look at each of the characters in turn: 

 

MARY: For Mary’s obedience to you and for her faithfulness in loving and caring for her son Jesus 

throughout his life.  

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

JOSEPH: For Joseph, who supported Mary and Jesus, and taught Jesus the right ways to live as he grew 

from a child to a man.   

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

ANGELS: For the presence of the angels as they reflected God’s glory and brought news of God’s plan for 

the world.  

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

SHEPHERDS: For the shepherds who were filled with wonder and shared the news of the new born baby. 

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

Sing: While shepherds watched their flocks by night 

 

WISE MEN: For the wise men’s wisdom and understanding leading them to Jesus and for their gifts, 

showing us who Jesus is.  

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

THE ANIMALS: for the animals who stood patiently by the family making room for the new born king. 

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 



 

JESUS: And for the Baby born so long ago. The baby who brings peace, love and joy into the world. The one 

who we worship now as we look into the manger.  

 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

 

Place all the nativity sets where they can be seen on the screen.  

 

SING: Away in a manger 

 

Think and chat:  

Which part of this story do you like best? 

Which character are you thinking about especially today? 

 

All: The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing: 

Father of all, 
you have given us your Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
Welcome us your children into your kingdom 
to enjoy your presence for ever. 
Amen. 
 
(The worship concludes here but you might like to stay on line and join in some refreshments together) 
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