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Chelmsford Cathedral – Prayer for Today 

SATURDAY, 9 April 2022 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise! 
The Lord is my shepherd, I need nothing more. 
You give me rest in green meadows, 
setting me near calm waters, 
where you revive my spirit. 
You guide me along sure paths, 
you are true to your name. 
Though I should walk in death’s dark valley, 
I fear no evil with you by my side, 
your shepherd’s staff to comfort me. 
Words from Psalm 23 
 

As you enter into prayer today, take a moment to be still. Come into God's presence  
with a deepfelt desire to meet with God now. Know that God is the God who sees you  
and that God is looking at you now with great love. Pause for a moment and be still. 

 
Do not face us, O living God, with the choice of a world without justice 
or a future without mercy; in your mercy, establish justice 
and in your justice, remember your overflowing mercy 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We are at a crucial point in the Gospels. Jesus has just raised his friend Lazarus from the dead, which has 
emboldened his opponents to seek his death. Passover is approaching and the crowds are beginning to arrive 
in Jerusalem for the pilgrim feast. John notes that the Jewish high priest makes a remarkable prophecy - that 
Jesus will die for the people and "gather into one the dispersed children of God. This is precisely what lies at 
the centre of the week ahead. By his death and resurrection, Christ has broken down every barrier. As ever, 
the challenge for us is how we are to live out of that promise.  
 
John 11.45-end 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what he had done. So the chief priests 
and the Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said, ‘What are we to do? This man is 
performing many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and destroy both our holy place and our nation.’ But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year, said to them, ‘You know nothing at all! You do not understand that it is better for 
you to have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.’ He did not say 
this on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was about to die for the 
nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather into one the dispersed children of God. So from 
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that day on they planned to put him to death. Jesus therefore no longer walked about openly among 
the Jews, but went from there to a town called Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he 
remained there with the disciples. Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up from 
the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. They were looking for Jesus and 
were asking one another as they stood in the temple, ‘What do you think? Surely he will not come 
to the festival, will he?’ Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who 
knew where Jesus was should let them know, so that they might arrest him. 
 
Spend some time reflecting on the reading, mulling it over. 
Ask God what God wants you to hear today. 
Offer your personal prayers and thanksgivings.  
and offer the day to God in a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
 
End this time of prayer by saying the Lord’s Prayer. 


	John 11.45-end

