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Chelmsford Cathedral – Prayer for Today 

THURSDAY, 7 April 2022 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise! 
 “On Zion, my holy mountain, 
I anoint my king.” 
I repeat the Lord’s decree: 
 “You are my son, 
today I give you birth. 
Ask and the nations are yours, 
even the far-off lands. 
You will strike them with an iron rod, 
shatter them like clay pots.” 
Words from Psalm 2 
 

As you enter into prayer today, take a moment to be still. Come into God's presence  
with a deepfelt desire to meet with God now. Know that God is the God who sees you  
and that God is looking at you now with great love. Pause for a moment and be still. 

 
Most high and holy God, 
lift our eyes to your Son 
enthroned on Calvary; 
and as we behold his meekness, 
shatter our earthly pride; 
for he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Again in today’s passage Jesus uses the name of God - ! am (Exodis 3.14) of himself in a context where he 
has already infuriated the crowd. In John it is clear that one of the main reasons Jesus is sentenced to death 
is because his behaviour is regarded as blasphemous. This is an important theme – that the God who 
chooses to come among us in Jesus Christ crosses every boundary to stand with us. 
 
John 8.51-end 
Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death.’ The Jews said to him, ‘Now we 
know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, “Whoever keeps 
my word will never taste death.” Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets 
also died. Who do you claim to be?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, he of whom you say, “He is our God”, though you do not know him. But I 
know him; if I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know him and I 
keep his word. Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was 
glad.’ Then the Jews said to him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?’ Jesus 
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said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.’ So they picked up stones to throw at 
him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
 
Spend some time reflecting on the reading, mulling it over. 
Ask God what God wants you to hear today. 
Offer your personal prayers and thanksgivings.  
and offer the day to God in a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
 
End this time of prayer by saying the Lord’s Prayer. 
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