Service of Celebration of Lay Ministry
with Admission and Licensing of Lay Ministers

Saturday 25th June 2022
at 2.30pm

You are warmly welcomed to Chelmsford Cathedral. Everything you
need for this celebration is in this booklet. Please ensure that your mobile
phone is switched off.
The service today is led by The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of
Chelmsford. The preacher is Piers Northam, Licensed Lay Minister at St
Mary Latton.
Hearing Aids: There is a loop system installed throughout the church. If
you are a hearing aid user, please turn it to T.
Music: The organist today is Philip Prior. The worship band is Dry Bones,
led by Elwin Cockett, Archdeacon of West Ham.
There will be a collection taken after costs. The collection will go to
LMDC Charity, which supports clergy and licensed lay people in financial
hardship who minister within the Diocese of Chelmsford. Collections can be
made using the contactless giving plates near the doors.
If the alarm sounds, please exit the Cathedral and, if safe, assemble at
the rear of the Shire Hall in the South Eastern corner of the churchyard.
Please leave your belongings until it is safe to collect them.
Rubrics: Please stand or sit as is comfortable for you.
Live stream: This service is being live streamed to the Chelmsford
Cathedral YouTube channel.
Car park code: 2206

If you would like to know more about the Christian faith and the life of the
Christian community in this place, please ring 01245 294486 or visit us at
chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk. Music copyright permission to copy words and music
covered by One License A-633635.
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Please pray for those beginning a new ministry today:
Local Evangelist
Winifred Adeboye
Joanne Buss
Tracy Goodchild
Judy Shofolahan
Spiritual Companion
Susan Adams
Sarah Hayward
Steve Norris
Lay Pioneers
Claire Arculas
Dave Croft
Tony Francis
Alison Ives
Jo Jeffrey
Rachel Simpson
Carole Spademan

Anne Buckland
Tim Dooley
Martin Roscoe

Joan Dallas
Gail Hughes
Susan Wise
Linda Canham
Helen Vass
Kay Lilley
Dorothy Jameson
Robert Lawrence
John Spademan

Annette Gordon
Kerry Shipley

CMS Pioneer
Belinda Ngugi
To be Licensed as Lay Ministers in the Diocese of Chelmsford
Sandra Baines
Catherine Benbough
Ros Coleridge
Liz Dixon
Sally Holman Johnson
Jacqui Light
Martin Roscoe
LLM transfer from another Diocese
Pamela Draycott
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Music before the Service
The following songs are played
My Jesus, my Saviour,
Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength,
let every breath, all that I am,
never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord all the earth, let us sing,
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands,
for ever I’ll love you, for ever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise
I have in you.
Words and music: Darlene Zscech
I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark or sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
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I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them,
they turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord ...
I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them,
my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord ...

Words: Daniel Schutte (b. 1947)
Music: Here I am, Lord

King of kings, majesty,
God of heaven living in me,
gentle Saviour, closest friend,
strong deliverer, beginning and end,
all within me falls at your throne.
Your majesty, I can but bow.
I lay my all before you now.
In royal robes I don’t deserve
I live to serve your majesty.
Earth and heaven worship you,
love eternal, faithful and true,
who brought the nations, ransomed souls,
brought this sinner near to your throne;
all within me cries out in praise.
Your majesty…
Words and music: Jarrod Cooper
5

¶

The Gathering

Before the service begins, the congregation is welcomed by the Dean.
Please stand to sing while the procession enters
Hymn (NEH 486)

We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth,
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
not in a royal house or hall,
but in a stable dark and dim:
the Word made flesh, a light for all.
Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross:
for all he loved, his life he gave.
Tell of that glorious Easter morn,
empty the tomb, for he was free:
he broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.
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Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified:
He sends his Spirit on his Church,
to live for him, the Lamb who died.
Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim;
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
Words: Edward Burns (b. 1938)
The Bishop greets the people and offers informal words of welcome.

All

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.

The Bishop says

All

Collect for Ministry

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please sit
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¶

The Liturgy of the Word
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 139 vv 1 - 4, 12 -14, 17

Read by Sally Holman Johnson
Response: I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.
O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You mark out my journeys and my resting place
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Response: I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.
For there is not a word on my tongue,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
You hem me in, behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
Response: I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvellous are your works,
Response: I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was made in secret
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
How deep are your counsels to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
Response: I praise you, for I am wonderfully made.
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Bible Reading
Luke 24 vv 13 - 35 – The Walk to Emmaus
Read by Liz Dixon
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to
them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name
was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a
vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in
all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying,
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and
he vanished from their sight.
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They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Piers Northam, Licensed Lay Minister, St Mary Latton

Organ music is played

¶

Sermon

Reflective Music

Celebration of Lay Ministers

The Bishop says
Today we celebrate those who have trained for local ministries in
the Diocese of Chelmsford, praying that God will continue to richly
bless them and those they serve.
Stephen Norris, Evangelism training co-ordinator, says
The ministry of the Evangelist is a ministry of communicating the
Christian faith by word and action. Bishop, I present to you…
The Bishop prays for the Local Evangelists.
The Revd Ann Coleman, Spiritual Companion Training co-ordinator, says
The ministry of a Spiritual Companion is to be a servant to a fellow
disciple, helping them to notice and name where God is moving in
their life and to discern the way forward. Bishop, I present to
you…
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The Bishop prays for the Spiritual Companions.
Dave Beales, Lay Pioneer co-ordinator, says
The ministry of a lay pioneer is to be the first to see and creatively
respond to the Holy Spirit’s initiatives; gathering others around
them as they seek to establish new contextual Christian
communities. Bishop, I present to you…
The Bishop prays for the Lay Pioneers.
Caroline Harding says
As a body has many members, so many kinds of ministry, leadership
and service enable our life together.
The Bishop prays for those undertaking other roles and ministries in our churches.
We are invited to greet those undertaking new ministries with warm applause.
Please stand to sing
Songs
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea;
a great High Priest whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands,
my name is written on his heart.
I know that while in heav'n he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.
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When Satan tempts me to despair
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
my sinful soul is counted free;
for God the just is satisfied
to look on him and pardon me,
to look on him and pardon me.
Behold him there, the risen Lamb,
my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of glory and of grace.
At one with him, I cannot die;
my soul is purchased by his blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ my Saviour and my God,
with Christ my Saviour and my God.
Words and music: Charitie Lees Smith (1841 - 1923)
Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness,
opened my eyes let me see;
beauty that made this heart adore you;
hope of a life spent with you.
So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,
here I am to say that you’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether
wonderful to me.
King of all days. oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven
above;
humbly you came to the earth you created;
all for love’s sake became poor.
So here I am …
Words and music: Tim Hughes (b.1977)
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¶

Licensing of LLMs

Please sit. The new Licensed Lay Ministers and training incumbents remain
standing. The Bishop says
God has called us into the fellowship of the universal Church. As
members of his body, Christ calls us to minister together in his name
and, according to our gifts, to be instruments of his love in the world.
Licensed Lay Ministers are called to a ministry of the word, preaching
and teaching, inspiring others to follow the way of Christ, and calling
them to share in the good news of the kingdom. They are called to
a ministry of discernment and encouragement, nurturing the gifts of
others and helping God’s people to greet their living Lord, so that
they may worship him, praise him and live by His commands.
The Revd Canon Dr Elizabeth Jordan says
Bishop Guli, I present these persons to be admitted to the office of
Reader in the Church of England and licensed as Lay Ministers in this
Diocese.
The Incumbents say
I present N to serve in the parish of N.
When all the candidates have been presented, the Bishop asks these questions:
Have they made the Declaration of Assent, and thereby affirmed and
declared their belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy
Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which the
historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness? Have
they also made the declaration of obedience to the Bishop and the
declaration which must be made before a Reader is licensed or a Lay
Worker admitted?
Elizabeth Jordan
They have.
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The Bishop asks
Are they people of Christian character, well versed in the Holy
Scriptures and in the doctrines of our faith?
Elizabeth Jordan:
They are.
The Bishop asks
Have they been sufficiently prepared for the duties of this office?
Elizabeth Jordan:
They have.
The Bishop turns to the candidates and says
In order that we may be satisfied that you are ready to begin the
work of a Lay Minister, you must now answer the questions we put
to you. Do you believe that God is calling you to his ministry?
Candidates: I do so believe.
Will you be diligent in prayer, in reading Holy Scripture, and in all
studies that will deepen your faith and fit you to help others learn
the truth of the gospel?
Candidates: By the grace of God, I will.
Will you be faithful in leading the people of God in worship, and in
preaching the word to them?
Candidates: By the grace of God, I will.
Will you endeavour to fashion your life according to the way of
Christ?
Candidates: By the grace of God, I will.
Will you promote unity, peace and love in the Church and in the
world, and especially among those whom you serve?
Candidates: By the grace of God, I will.
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Will you work closely with your colleagues in ministry and
encourage the gifts of others?
Candidates: By the grace of God, I will.
The Bishop says to the congregation
Brothers and sisters, these men and women are to be licensed as
Lay Ministers. Will you uphold them in their ministry?
Congregation: We will.
Will you continue to pray for them?
Congregation: We will.
The Bishop asks the representatives of the parishes of the new LLMs:
Will you work closely with your new Licensed Lay Ministers and
encourage them to use their gifts and develop their ministry?
Ministers: We will.
Will you commend them to the people amongst whom they will
minister?
Ministers: We will.
The candidates remain standing before the Bishop. The Bishop then admits them
to the office of Reader by the delivery of a copy of the Scriptures. As each
Licensed Lay Minister and the Bishop hold the Bible together, the Bishop says
N, I admit you as a Reader in the Church
and license you as a Lay Minister in this diocese.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Bishop gives a licence to Pamela Draycott, who is transferring her Reader
licence into this diocese, and says
Receive authority to exercise the office of Reader in this diocese.
May the Lord be with you in all your work and ministry
from this day onwards.
Amen.
The Bishop blesses the new Lay Ministers saying
May the Lord give you wisdom, courage, strength and love
to do his will,
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon you, and on your work done in his name,
now and always.
Amen.
We are invited to greet the new LLMs with warm applause.

¶

Prayers

The Bishop says
In peace, let us pray to Jesus our Lord,
who ever lives to make intercession for us.
Please sit or kneel. We sing the Taizé chant twice
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O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer,
when I call, answer me.
O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer,
come and listen to me.
Intercessions
Led by Sandra Baines
We sing the Taizé chant twice

The Bishop says

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Please stand to sing

Hymn (tune: NEH 271)

Lord, you give the great commission:
"Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the Church neglect its mission
and the Gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose
with renewed integrity;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
Lord, you call us to your service:
"In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervour,
draw us closer in community;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
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Lord, you show us love's true measure:
"Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private treasure
all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
Lord, you bless with words assuring:
"I am with you to the end."
Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you intend,
and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
Words: Jeffery Rowthorn (b. 1934), © 1978 Hope Publishing Company
Commitment to Ministry
Please remind standing. The congregation is reminded that all Christians lead lives
of service and all those present are invited to re-commit themselves to this.
The Bishop says

All

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

All

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

All

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in
Christ?
With the help of God, I will.
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All

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour
as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

All

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by
prayer for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by
seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

All

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
Amen.

Please remain standing. The Bishop says

All

May the boldness of the Spirit transform you,
may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,
may the gifts of the Spirit equip you
to serve and worship God;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord
in the name of Christ. Amen.

Blessing

Organ Voluntary
During which the newly licensed Lay Ministers follow the Bishop out of the
Cathedral.
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Safeguarding at Chelmsford Cathedral
Do you have a concern about a child or a vulnerable adult?

You must report that concern directly to our Cathedral Safeguarding Lead
Ms Lisa Blaco
Telephone: 07902 225131
Email: safeguarding@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk
If she is unavailable, you must report your concern to our Assistant
Safeguarding Lead
Revd Kate Moore
Telephone: 07860 459465
Email: safeguarding@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk
If you have information about a safeguarding situation where a child or adult
is in immediate danger call the emergency services on 999
To contact your local police to report a non-emergency concern call 101
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CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL WORSHIP
Join us during the week for prayer online, or in person, at the following times every
day:
Weekdays
7.45am: Morning Prayer
10.30am: Eucharist on Thursdays*
5.15pm: Evensong on Mondays*, Tuesdays*, Thursdays & Fridays
Sundays
7.45am: Morning Prayer
8am: Eucharist (BCP)
8.45am: Breakfast with the Bible
10.30am: Eucharist
11.30am: Coffee
3.30pm: Evensong
For details of how to listen live or later, visit our website chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk
and find our Regular Worship page.
*available to join in person only

Visit us at chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk
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