Lent Modules

2022
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS – FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2022

Details about Centre locations will be sent to you nearer the time.
If you require any other information please contact:
Diane Hardy at the Diocesan Office, 53 New Street Chelmsford CM1 1AT
Tel: 01245 294449 email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
www.chelmsford.anglican.org

Welcome to the Lent Module Guide for 2022.
This guide contains a number of courses offered by the Diocese of Chelmsford
during the season of Lent. We aim to provide a wide range of courses to enable
the whole people of God to connect with their faith in this season of reflection.
Please look through the courses on offer to see which appeal to you.
CCS students in their second year choose one module free of charge but the
courses are open to everyone, and you can pick more than one course if you
would like to. After the challenges of the past 2 years, I encourage all of you to
take time out to study and grow closer to God, to reflect on and challenge your
calling, so you may be better equipped to serve in God’s kingdom.
Caroline Harding LLM
Lay Ministry Adviser.
charding@chelmsford.anglican.org

Lent Modules

Module Lent 1
Christ Pictured
PURPOSE
To explore how artists represent Jesus as human and divine and what that means to us. There
will be a mixture of input from tutors, discussion and contemplation.
COURSE CONTENT
1. Jesus and Mary. How artists represent Jesus as truly human and divine and a
reflection on using icons
2. Christ’s early life and a reflection on our journey through life
3. Christ in the Wilderness. A contemplation on the wilderness paintings of Stanley
Spencer.
4. Christ crucified. How artists have portrayed the crucifixion in different ways.
5. Christ risen and ascended. How artists have tried to imagine the resurrection and
ascension.
TARGET GROUP
Open to anyone. No experience necessary.
Please note this module will take place on ZOOM.
Tutors: Mrs Lesley Lynn &
Revd Mark James

Wednesday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm
March 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6
Course fee £25

Module Lent 2
Journey to the Empty Tomb
Based on the book by Paula Gooder
PURPOSE
It is aimed at all who wish to gain a fuller understanding of the Bible's key themes and subjects.
COURSE CONTENT
Journey to the Empty Tomb will be based on the book by bestselling author Paula Gooder that
opens up the best of biblical scholarship. It focuses on the events leading up to the first Easter the Gospel accounts of the death and resurrection of Jesus that are at the very heart of the
Christian faith. Beginning with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem and ending at the empty
tomb, Paula uses her extensive knowledge of the world of the New Testament, its language and
culture, to reveal fresh and startling insights and to open up hidden depths in these familiar
stories.
TARGET GROUP
Open to anyone. No experience necessary.
Please note this module will take place on ZOOM.
Tutors: Revd Terry Brown
Mrs Patsy Ann Maggs &
Mrs Hazel Kempton

Wednesday mornings 10.00am – 12.00 noon
March 9, 16, 23 & 30, April 6
Course fee £25

Module Lent 3
Hope for Tomorrow
PURPOSE
To share stories from scientific, medical and technological frontlines and to engage with them
by drawing upon the overarching story of the Bible.
COURSE CONTENT
Within three weekly evening sessions participants will engage with real-life stories from the
world of science, medicine and technology. Using the overarching story of the Bible to
illuminate these stories, participants will work together to explore what it means to live as a
Christian in the scientific and technological world of today and tomorrow.
The three session titles will be:
1. How can the overarching story of the Bible illuminate our world today?
2. What stories are emerging from our scientific, medical and technological frontlines?
3. What does it mean for me to live as a Christian in the world of today and tomorrow?
TARGET GROUP
Open to anyone. No experience necessary.
Tutor: Revd Dr Justin Tomkins
St Andrew’s Church
Great Yeldham

Wednesday evenings 7.00pm - 9.00pm
March 16, 23 & 30
Course fee £15

Module Lent 4
The history, beliefs and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses
PURPOSE
The Watchtower Society has recently moved their headquarters from Mill Hill in North
London to the Chelmsford area. The higher visibility that this gives the organisation of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in this area presents many questions which the course will seek to explore.
COURSE CONTENT
Jehovah’s Witnesses are well known for their door-to-door visits, their apocalyptic message
and their refusal of blood transfusions.
What is less well-known is their connection, in the early years of the 20th century, to what is
now the Diocese of Chelmsford. This connection is now being renewed with the construction
of their new British headquarters just south of Chelmsford on an 85acre site able to
accommodate up to 1,200 residents.
The four sessions of this course will look at these recent developments and explore the
history, beliefs and practices of this group. It will also consider portrayals of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in popular culture. It will enable you to understand your Jehovah’s Witness
neighbours and consider how best to respond to their visits.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jehovah's Witnesses in Essex and in popular culture.
The history of Jehovah's Witnesses.
Jehovah's Witnesses' distinctive beliefs.
Life as a Jehovah's Witness.

TARGET GROUP
Anyone who has ever wondered about why Jehovah’s Witnesses call on their door and would
like to understand how best to respond to their visits.
Tutors: Revd Ray Descombes
Mrs Helen Descombes
St Alban’s Church
Dagenham

Monday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm
March 7, 14, 21 & 28
Course fee £20

Module Lent 5
The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination
PURPOSE
This is a theology course to discuss and learn about the reformed doctrine of Predestination.
We will explore its history, its theology and its practical application for the believer. We will
look at objections to the doctrine and seek to understand these objections in the light of
scripture. We will also explore the main points of reformed theology.
You will need a Bible, a notepad, a pen and a mind to think and ask questions.
COURSE CONTENT
This is a four-week course looking at the theology of predestination and its objections.
What is Predestination?
Is it taught in the Bible?
What is TULIP?
What are the historical arguments for and against this doctrine?
What practical significance does this doctrine have for the believer?
TARGET GROUP
Anyone interested in the theology of this subject matter.
Please note this module will take place on ZOOM.
Tutor: Revd Cornelius Henry

Wednesday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm
March 9, 16, 23 & 30
Course fee £20

Module Lent 6
Perspectives on Salvation
PURPOSE
This course will reflect on salvation, Christ’s work of death and resurrection, exploring
contrasting images and themes, biblical and historical.
COURSE CONTENT
An introduction to the topic will be followed by deeper reflection and consideration of 4
different ways of understanding salvation, and thinking about how they relate, and their
strengths and weaknesses.
Please note this module will be entirely online, using the online MOODLE platform.
It allows the flexibility to participate at any time during the week. Once you have
registered, your confirmation letter will provide details of how you can access the
site. This is NOT the same as using ZOOM.
TARGET GROUP
Open to anyone with an enquiring mind who wants to understand better what salvation means
for them.
Tutors: Mr Martin Carr &
Christine Statham
ONLINE

5 weeks beginning 28 February
Course fee £25

Module Lent 7
I Believe in the Resurrection
PURPOSE
To put the physical resurrection of the dead back onto the Christian agenda, rather than the
vague “going to heaven” in popular thought.
To dispel some of the myths of an afterlife at the end of a tunnel or sitting on a park bench,
which often surface during bereavement visiting and funeral preparation; & To see Jesus’
resurrection as the model for our resurrection.
COURSE CONTENT
The Biblical evidence for resurrection in both Old and New Testaments.
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead – the model for our resurrection?
The importance of the body.
Funeral liturgies and practice.
Bringing Christian Hope to the bereaved.
TARGET GROUP
This module is suitable for anyone currently on the CCS (or having completed it previously),
plus any Christians interested in what happens after we die. Also, those engaged in pastoral and
bereavement visiting; and Readers and Clergy who conduct funerals. But, in all cases, no prior
experience necessary.
Please note this module will take place on ZOOM.
Tutor: Revd Simon Law &
Revd Michèle Marshall

Monday evenings 7.30-9.30pm
March 7, 14, 21, 28 & April 4
Course fee £25

Module Lent 8
The Development of Holy Communion
From the Latin Mass to Common Worship
PURPOSE
To trace the development of Holy Communion from the pre-Reformation Latin Mass through
the English Prayer Books of 1549, 1552 and 1662 to Common Worship.
COURSE CONTENT
Each week there will be a Celebration of each Communion Service, as it would have been at
the time, followed by (or preceded by) a detailed discussion.
TARGET GROUP
Anyone currently on the CCS (or having completed it previously); any Christians interested in
how Holy Communion has come down to us today; and very useful for Ordinands and those in
training for Licensed Lay Ministry.
Tutors: Revd Simon Law
Revd Michèle Marshall
St Gabriel’s Church
Pitsea

Thursday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm
March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
Course fee £25

Module Lent 9
Render unto Caesar
PURPOSE
This course will give participants a glimpse into the relationship between Church and State
before the Reformation. It is the continuation of the course begun in 2020, but it will not be
necessary to have attended that course to benefit, as the first session will revisit much of the
material then covered.
COURSE CONTENT
Week 1. From Constantine to Charlemagne. The conversion of Western Europe to
Christianity. Saints Augustine and Benedict and the growth of monasticism. Charlemagne’s
religious policy.
Week 2. The Papal reforms of the 11th century including clerical celibacy.
The conflicts between Popes and Holy Roman Emperors. Henry II and Thomas a Becket.
Week 3. The four main Crusades. The Knights Hospitallers and Templars. The schism between
the Eastern and West churches
Week 4. The Avignon Papacy. The schism in the Catholic Church.
Week 5. The late medieval church. The Black Death and the beginning of the Reformation.
Recommended reading if desired, although not essential, Diarmuid MacCullough’s,
“A History of Christianity. The First Three Thousand Years.”
TARGET GROUP
Open to anyone. No prior experience needed.
Tutor: Miss Rowena Rudkin
Gwinnell Room
St Mary’s Church
South Woodford

Thursday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm
March 10, 17, 24, 31 & April 7
Course fee £25

Module Lent 10
“W@W” - Witnessing in the World of Work
equipping effective everyday evangelism
PURPOSE
W@W aims to investigate the theory and practice of active Christian witness in today’s
workplace. Its purpose it to better equip Christian witness in an agnostic and atheist
atmosphere, and in one where witness involves interaction with other active faith systems.
COURSE CONTENT
Week One will investigate being a Christian in the workplace – why witness in the workplace,
what is witness, the barriers to witness, ethical challenges in the workplace, and witness
without words.
Week Two will develop worldly-wise witnessing, investigating approaches to those of different
beliefs and how those beliefs affect thinking and behaviour, examining differences and
similarities between Christian belief and those of Agnostics and Atheists, Jews and Muslims, and
Sikhs and Hindus in order to facilitate greater understanding and more effective witness.
TARGET GROUP
W@W is ideal for any Christian, employed, seeking employment or volunteering, who is
seeking to evangelise more effectively in the workplace.
Please note this module will take place on ZOOM.
Tutor: Mr Mac Leonard

2 Saturdays10.00am - 3.30pm
March 12 & April 2
Course fee £15

