
A Virtual Nativity: with Readings and Costume  
 
This outline includes older children reading while the younger children dress up as nativity 
characters. Each character is introduced as the story progresses. If the children have a doll 
at home have that ready for the baby Jesus. 
You could either record the children reading or have them read live on a zoom gathering.*   
(*Usual online safeguarding applies.)           
If you are on zoom then do ask people to mute to join in with the singing at home.  
 

Reader 1: 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

 

Carol: Oh Little Town of Bethlehem 

(Encourage all those dressed as Mary, Joseph and animals to stand up. They 

could imagine walking to Bethlehem and arriving in the stable.) 

 

Reader 2: 

About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people 

to be listed in record books. These first records were made when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 

Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 

 

Reader 3: 



So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Mary 

was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon 

going to have a baby, and while they were there, she gave birth to her first-born 

son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Carol: Away in a Manger  

(if the children have dolls they can rock them now or pretend to. 

Here is a link to Makaton signing if you would like to use that.) 

 

Reader 4: 

That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their 

sheep. All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the 

brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed around them. The shepherds were 

frightened. But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news for you, which 

will make everyone happy. This very day in King David’s hometown a Saviour 

was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, because you 

will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay.” 

 

Carol: While Shepherds Watched their Flocks by Night  

(Ask the shepherds, sheep to stand and imagine being a shepherd or sheep that 

night) 

 

Reader 5: 

Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising 

God. They said: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkAyZ3yWAxA


“Praise God in heaven! 

Peace on earth to everyone 

who pleases God.” 

After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each 

other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about.”  

 

Carol: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

(invite all the angels to stand and imagine bringing the news to the shepherds) 

 

Reader 6: 

They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a 

bed of hay. When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel 

had said about him. Everyone listened and was surprised. But Mary kept 

thinking about all this and wondering what it meant. 

As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying 

wonderful things about him.  

 

Reader 7: 

When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king. 

During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and said, 

“Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 

have come to worship him.”  

 

Reader 8: 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

When he had called together all the chief priests and teachers, he asked them 



where the Christ was to be born. In Bethlehem in Judea, they replied, for this is 

what the prophet has written:  

 

Reader 9: 

'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my 

people Israel.' 

 

Reader 10: 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 

worship him.’  

 

Carol: We Three Kings 

(The kings and star stand as this carol is sung) 

 

Reader 11: 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 

seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 

of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

 

Reader 12: 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning.  

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory. 

Prayers and blessing 

May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing … 
 

Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful  

 

Bible text: Contemporary English Version (CEV) © American Bible Society,1995 

Blessing: Times and Seasons © The Archbishops' Council, 2006 

 


