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Welcome and Opening Prayer 

 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 
 
In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you 
  
Welcome to this service of Prayer with the Confirmation of the Election of Gulnar Eleanor 
Francis-Dehqani as Bishop of Chelmsford.  
 
We gather together during a time of uncertainty when many are suffering, many are fearful and 
the foundations of our society have been shaken by the ravages of the Coronavirus. The whole 
church is committed to pray for all those who have been affected and continue to be affected by 
this pandemic; Jesus told us to keep on praying and not to lose heart.   
 
Into this world of challenge and change this service seeks to offer encouragement and hope. A 
new ministry is begun; a ministry of service and leadership, a ministry of prayer and 
proclamation.  Even though this ministry begins today in a digital environment, it will be 
earthed in the world that Christ came to save.  
 
Let us pray 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, 
look favourably upon your whole church,  
that wonderful and sacred mystery;  
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence  
carry out the work of our salvation;  
and let the whole world feel and see  
that things which were cast down are being raised up; 
and those things which had grown old are being made new;  
and that all things are returning into unity  
through him by whom all things were made,  
even your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen 

from the Gelasian Sacramentary, 5th Century 
 
 
Psalm 133 
 

1  How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity! 

2  It is like the precious oil on the head, 
     running down upon the beard, 
    on the beard of Aaron, 
       running down over the collar of his robes. 
3  It is like the dew of Hermon, 
       which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
  For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 
        life for evermore 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever 
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Reading 
 
Matthew 5 : 1 – 12  -  The Beatitudes 
 
5  When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

3  ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

4  ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 

5  ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 

6  ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 

7  ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

8  ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

9  ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 

10  ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
 

11  ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
 
The Affirmation  
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury says:   

 
My sister in Christ, it has pleased God to call you to be the shepherd and chief pastor of the 
Diocese of Chelmsford. I am sure that long before now you have laid to heart the high trust and 
weighty obligations of this office. But, in order that we may know your commitment to fulfil this 
trust, I remind you of those things given at your consecration and call upon you to re-affirm the 
promises that you made when you were ordained and consecrated a bishop. 
 
Bishops are called to lead in serving and caring for the people of God and to work with them in 
the oversight of the Church. As chief pastors, they share with their fellow bishops a special 
responsibility to maintain and further the unity of the Church, to uphold its discipline, and to 
guard its faith. They are to promote its mission throughout the diocese. It is their duty to watch 
over and pray for all those committed to their charge, and to teach and govern them after the 
example of the Apostles, speaking in the name of God and interpreting the gospel of Christ. 
They are to know their people and be known by them. They are to ordain and to send out new 
ministers, guiding those who serve with them and enabling them to fulfil their ministry.  
 
Will you be diligent in prayer, in reading holy Scripture, and in all studies  
that will deepen your faith and fit you to uphold the truth of the Gospel  
against error? 
 
The Bishop-Elect responds: 
 
By the help of God, I will. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 
 
Will you strive to fashion your own life and that of your household 
according to the way of Christ? 
 
The Bishop-Elect responds: 
 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 
 
Will you promote unity, peace, and love among all Christian people, and 
especially among those whom you serve? 
 
The Bishop-Elect responds: 
 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 
 
Will you then be a faithful witness to Christ to those among whom you 
live, and lead your people to obey our Saviour’s command to make 
disciples of all nations? 
 
The Bishop-Elect responds: 
 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 
 
Almighty God, 
who has given you the will to undertake all these things, 
give you also the strength to perform them; 
that he may complete that work which he has begun in you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Litany  
 
The Litany is led by THE DEAN OF THE PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (the Bishop of London). The 
Congregation is invited to join in the Response to each of the Biddings, seated or kneeling. 
 
God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
God the Son, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
By the mystery of your holy incarnation; 
by your birth, childhood and obedience; 
by your baptism, fasting and temptation, 
good Lord, deliver us. 
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By your ministry in word and work; 
by your mighty acts of power; 
and by your preaching of the kingdom, 
good Lord, deliver us. 
 
By your agony and trial; 
by your cross and passion; 
and by your precious death and burial, 
good Lord, deliver us. 
 
By your mighty resurrection; 
by your glorious ascension; 
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 
good Lord, deliver us. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, 
for the welfare of the Holy Churches of God, 
and for the unity of them all, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all the members of the Church in their vocation and ministry,  
that they may serve Him in truth and love,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Justin our Archbishop, and for all our bishops, priests and deacons,  
that they may hunger for truth and thirst after righteousness,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Guli, chosen to be Bishop of Chelmsford,  
that she may faithfully fulfil the duties of her ministry,  
defend the faith and build up the Church in unity and truth,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the mission of the Church, 
that it may bring the challenge of the gospel to every corner of the world,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the unity of the Church,  
that there may be one flock and one shepherd, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are lost and for those who have strayed from the path, 
that they may return to the way of Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed;  
for the sick and the suffering;  
and for our sisters and brothers who are persecuted for their faith, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Give us true repentance; 
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 
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and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 
to amend our lives according to your holy word. 
 
Holy God,  
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

Lord, you are merciful and forgive our sins. You hear those who pray in the name of your Son. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may obtain according to your will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church  

is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,  
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as  

we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Grace 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
 

The Legal Process 
  
Those taking part in this element of the ceremony are: 
 
The Worshipful Timothy Briden, Vicar General of the Province of Canterbury 
The Revd Canon John Rees, Registrar of the Province of Canterbury 
Mr Aiden Hargreaves-Smith, Registrar of the Diocese of Chelmsford (Proctor for the Dean and 
College of Canons) 
Mr Oliver Lock, Solicitor (nephew of the Bishop, and her Advocate) 
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The Vicar General of the Province of Canterbury introduces the legal proceedings explaining the 
origin and purpose of the proceedings and also how they have been adapted in the unusual 
circumstances of the Coronavirus so that they can be held ‘virtually’ with the participants taking 
part via Zoom. 
 
 
We now commence the legal process by which the election of the new Bishop of Chelmsford is 
to be confirmed. 
 
There are three stages in the appointment of a bishop. The first is the selection. That process 
involved the Crown Nominations Commission which, after consultation in the diocese and in 
the wider province of Canterbury, recommended that the Prime Minister should submit Guli 
Francis-Dehqani’s name to Her Majesty The Queen for appointment as the Bishop of 
Chelmsford. The second stage involved the Queen giving permission to the college of canons of 
the cathedral to elect the next Bishop of Chelmsford and recommending to them the person 
they should elect. The Queen then by her Letters Patent commissions the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to confirm that election. The third stage is usually the enthronement of the Bishop 
in the cathedral which marks the effective commencement of the new ministry.  
 
The act of confirmation involving the Archbishop of Canterbury reflects the fact that since at 
least the fourth century it has been a fundamental principle that confirmation of an episcopal 
election on behalf of the wider church is necessary. 
 
The act of confirmation is legally very important because it confers upon the Bishop the 
spiritual jurisdiction over the diocese by committing to her ‘the care, government and 
administration of the spirituals’ of the Bishopric.  It is, therefore, the confirmation of the 
election which makes the Bishop-elect into the Bishop of the diocese. 
 
The wording used in the process of confirmation has a long history.  Before the eighteenth 
century it was in Latin, but in about 1733 an English translation was introduced. Today a 
somewhat modernised version is used which has been adapted to deal with the restrictions that 
prevent us being together in one physical space. 
 
The Archbishop’s Vicar General, sitting as a court of law, has to decide whether the procedural 
steps have been properly carried out so that the election of the new diocesan bishop can be 
confirmed. 
 
There are several stages in the proceedings:- 
 
First, in accordance with the Appointment of Bishops Act 1533 there is the direction from Her 
Majesty to the Archbishop in the form of Letters Patent requiring him arrange the confirmation 
of the Bishop’s election. 
 
Secondly, the Advocate will introduce the Bishop-Elect, and the Proctor will prove to the Court 
that all the necessary procedures have been complied with and that no objections should be 
permitted to be heard. 
 
Thirdly, the Bishop-Elect will take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen and due 
obedience to the Archbishop, as required by the Canons of the Church of England and make 
her Declaration of Assent. 
 
Fourthly and finally, the Vicar General shall read the sentence or decree of the Court, which 
confers upon the Bishop the spiritual jurisdiction over the diocese. 
 
I can confirm that in the unusual circumstances that have prevailed by reason of the 
Coronavirus, the Vicars General of both Provinces, along with other senior legal officials in the 
Church of England, have expressed themselves satisfied that in these unique circumstances, 
the use of electronic means is entirely appropriate to fulfil the requirements of the historic 
legislation is entirely appropriate 
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I accordingly invite the Bishop-Elect to acknowledge her presence and identity on screen now  
 
Bishop-Elect  
 
I am Gulnar Eleanor Francis-Dehqani, until today the Bishop of Loughborough. 
 
The Vicar General says 
 
There are a number of documents that are presented to and examined by me and I am going to 
ask the Provincial Registrar to confirm that originals of all the documents to be referred to have 
been supplied for permanent retention. 
 
The Provincial Registrar 
 
I do so confirm. 
 
The Vicar General says 
 
With those preliminaries performed, the Court now proceed with the Confirmation of Election. 
 

The Confirmation of Election  
 
Proctor 
 
Right Worshipful Sir, I have the honour of appearing on behalf of the College of Canons of the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford.  My name 
is Aiden Richard Hargreaves-Smith. 
 
Advocate 
 
Right Worshipful Sir, I have the honour of appearing on behalf of the Bishop-Elect. My name is 
Oliver Lock. 
 
The law requires that the Proctor (the representative) of the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the 
Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford produce a certificate of the Bishop’s election by 
the College of Canons of the Cathedral, and that the Bishop-Elect should give her consent to her 
election being confirmed.  
 
The Proctor addresses the Vicar General 
 
Sir, I respectfully ask that this Court shall witness the formal consent of the Bishop-Elect. 
 
The Vicar-General responds 
 
You may proceed. 
 
The Proctor addresses the Bishop-Elect 
 
Bishop Guli, I have formally exhibited my Proxy of the College of Canons of the Cathedral 
Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford, and have presented 
to you a Certificate of your being elected to be Bishop and Pastor of the See of Chelmsford and 
pray that you will be pleased to give your consent to the said Election. 
 
The Bishop-Elect reads the Schedule of Consent.  The Schedule of Consent is signed by the 
Bishop-Elect, in the ‘virtual presence’ of the Advocate and the Provincial Registrar who will 
subscribe their signatures as witnesses in due course. 
 
The Proctor puts into evidence the document authorising him to act as proxy representing the 
College of Canons, and produces the Letters Patent 
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Proctor 
 
Sir, there is before you and I now formally exhibit my proxy for the College of Canons of the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford, and I 
make myself a party for them.  There are before you the Letters Patent of Our Sovereign Lady 
The Queen issued under the Great Seal of the Realm requiring the Confirmation of the Election 
of the Right Reverend Gulnar Eleanor Francis-Dehqani, presently Bishop of Loughborough, to 
be Bishop and Pastor of the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint 
Cedd, Chelmsford.  I pray that a copy of these Letters Patent which are before you may be read. 
 
Vicar General 
 
Let the Letters Patent be read.  
 
The Letters Patent are then read by the Provincial Registrar. 
 
Proctor 
 
I humbly pray that you will be pleased to take upon you the duty of this Confirmation.  I 
request you to decree that it be proceeded with according to the form of the said Letters Patent 
and in accordance with the Law. 
 
Vicar General 
 
In obedience to the Command of Our Sovereign Lady The Queen we do take upon us the duty of 
the Confirmation of this Election.  We do decree that it be proceeded with according to the form 
and effect of the said Letters Patent in the presence of the Provincial Registrar of the Province of 
Canterbury, a Notary Public. 
 
Advocate 
 
Sir, it is my privilege to identify and present to you The Right Reverend Gulnar Eleanor Francis-
Dehqani as the person elected Bishop and Pastor of the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the 
Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford and I do here judicially produce Her Lordship  
 
Proctor 
 
As Proctor for the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter and Saint Cedd, 
Chelmsford, there is before you and I formally produce to you as an exhibit the Original 
Mandate requiring public notice to be given and stating that anyone wishing to oppose the 
election should do so at an appointed time and place prior to the date of the Confirmation, or 
else would be debarred from pursuing any objection.  Endorsed on this Mandate is a certificate 
which verifies that public notice was duly given as required and that no person has appeared in 
opposition to the Confirmation. 
 
Vicar General 
 
Full opportunity having been given for opposers to appear whose objections could be lawfully 
received and none having appeared as ordered, we now proceed with the process of 
Confirmation of the Election. 
 
Proctor 
 
Sir, I have submitted my Summary Petition in writing which I pray to be admitted in Court and 
that you will decree that I should proceed immediately to prove the matters recited in this 
Petition. 
 
The Summary Petition having been previously signed by the Proctor, Advocate and the Provincial 
Registrar, the Vicar General consider it silently, and then continues.  
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Vicar General 
 
We do admit your Summary Petition so far as the same may by Law be admitted and do decree 
that you prove the matters recited in your Petition immediately. 
 
Proctor 
 
In supply of proof of the matters contained in my Summary Petition, there have been provided 
for the Court the following documents, each of which I have formally exhibited: first, a 
Certificate touching and concerning the Election of the Right Reverend Gulnar Eleanor Francis-
Dehqani to be Bishop and Pastor of the Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Saint Peter 
and Saint Cedd, Chelmsford, made by the College of Canons of the said Cathedral Church and 
issued under their Common Seal. Secondly, you saw and heard the Bishop-Elect consent to the 
said election and sign a Public Instrument containing her said consent as Bishop-Elect to the 
said Election.  Thirdly, I refer to Her Majesty’s Letters Patent which have already been read.  I 
submit that all the matters set forth in these exhibits are true and were done as therein 
described.  I pray that all of them shall be admitted and accepted by the Court. 
 
Vicar General 
 
We do admit all these documents and accept their validity and the truthfulness of all that is 
contained in them. 
 
Advocate 
 
The Bishop-Elect is ready to take the Oaths of Allegiance to Her Majesty The Queen and Due 
Obedience to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and to make the Declaration of Assent as required. 
 
Vicar General  
 
Let the Oaths be taken and the Declaration made  

The Bishop-Elect produces a Bible and takes the Oaths.   
 
The Vicar General reads the Preface to the Declaration of Assent and the Bishop-Elect makes and 
subscribes the Declaration.  
 
Proctor 
 
I pray that the Court shall now proceed to make an Order confirming the Election. I have 
submitted and porrected a definitive Sentence or Final Decree in writing which I pray to be read 
and declared. 
 
Vicar General  
 
I am satisfied that all has been done that is required to be done for us to confirm this election  
 
Vicar General then reads the Sentence or Final Decree of the Court that the Election was carried 
out in due form, that the Election is confirmed and that ‘the care, government and administration 
of the Spirituals’ of the Episcopal See of Chelmsford are committed to the Bishop.   
 
The Sentence or Final Decree is then signed by the Vicar General and will also be countersigned 
by the Advocate. 
 
Proctor 
 
The Bishop having now been Elected and Confirmed, I pray that a Public Instrument and 
Letters Testimonial shall be made and issued by the Court as a record of these proceedings. 
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Vicar General  
 
We do decree as prayed. 
 
 

The Charge 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury gives his charge to the Bishop. 
 
 

Blessing  
 
The new Bishop of Chelmsford blesses the congregation 
 
 

Thanks and Dismissal 
 
The Archbishop thanks all those taking part and concludes the ceremony 
 
 

 

  


