
As I write the General Election lies ahead of us, but by the time you read 

this you will know the outcome. Whatever the result we all need some 

of the light and love of Christmas afresh in our lives, especially after the 

tragic events in London and Essex lately. 

Christmas is a time for celebration, gifts and fun - of course it is, but it’s 

also a time of wonder and challenge if we will allow it to be. 

Recently, I was invited to the switching on of the Christmas tree lights in 

one of our parishes. Hundreds gathered, with many young children and 

families full of anticipation. A brass band led the carol singing, Santa arrived 

on his sled and I told some of my best Christmas jokes to a response of 

cheerful moans and groans as ever! Then the moment came as a local 

celebrity led the count down to the switch on. The Christmas lights were 

incredibly impressive and accompanied by a fireworks display. Wondrous 

smiles and cheers went around the assembled crowd, especially from the 

youngest.  It was a terrific event. 

As I watched and wondered, my mind was taken back to another 

community event 2000 years earlier. It was on a much smaller scale: more 

a hole in a corner affair, hidden away in a barn in a small Middle Eastern 

village called Bethlehem. Yet it has had a far bigger and universal effect 

down the centuries. There was no Christmas tree adorned with coloured 

lights, but on that first Christmas there was a bright star in the sky that led 

some wise men to find the Christ child Jesus, who grew up to give himself 

in love to all who find him. That is the Christmas that changed everything.

And here’s the challenge! As we switch on our Christmas tree lights at 

home and in our communities this year, can we also stop, ponder and turn 

to the light of Christ in our own lives and homes, amidst all the wonder, fun 

and also the sadness that life brings our way? If we do I promise you this: 

things will never be the same again. You will see everything, including 

yourself in a very different light. No election result can do that!

Come to church this Christmas and see!

Christmas can give us more 
than any election!
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