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A d v i s e r ’ s  V i e w

By CANON  

DR ROGER 

MATTHEWS, 

Dean of Mission 

and Ministry

HOME and 
Away. 

Don’t worry, 

I’m not  

referring to 

either football 

or soap  

operas! In this season of Pentecost, I’m 

thinking about where we most  

meaningfully encounter God.

Where is it for you? At church on 

Sunday? On a Christian retreat, holiday or 

conference? At the place where you first 

believed? In a particularly beautiful part of 

the world? At your place of work? Or 

somewhere else? 

A group of nearly 90 people have just 

returned from a pilgrimage to ‘The Land 

of the Holy One’ with Bishops Stephen 

and Peter. 

We have walked in some of the places 

where Jesus walked.  We have been close 

to the spot where he died and rose. We 

have eaten fish from the Sea of Galilee. 

We have met people of faith who live in 

Israel/Palestine today.  We have prayed, 

worshipped and declared that ‘The Lord is 

Here’. Our faith has been renewed and 

strengthened.

But do you need to travel to  

authentically meet with God? Of course

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

christmasstarts.com

Bring the kids to light a candle
for Christ’s birthday

Christmas starts
with

Christingle
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Great Baddow youngsters
shine their lights brightly 

THE young people of St Mary's 
church, Great Baddow staged a 
memorable production of the 
new musical 'Let Your Light 
Shine!' on April 21-22. 

Having previously produced 
'Let there be Light' in late-2014 
(The Preparation of Jesus'  
ministry) and 'Light of the world' 
(The Popularity) in 2016, they 
tackled 'Let your light Shine' (the 
events of the Passion, Jesus' 
death, resurrection and beyond) 
with great confidence. 

With a band, staging, lights, 
and effects, the musical told the 
drama of the events of that week 
with a variety of song styles. 

Producer Mark Brown said: "It 
seemed to be very well received 
and after watching one of the 
performances, the Archdeacon of 
Chelmsford, Ven Elizabeth 
Snowden, sent us this email  
saying: "It was an outstanding 
presentation of the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 

"The young people and  
children were brilliant as were 
the musicians. 

"The team who had worked on 
this must be both talented and 
committed. 

"This was one of the most 
encouraging things I have seen 
in the last few months."

Mark added: "I'd be very 
happy to hear from any other 
groups who would be interested 
in knowing more with a view to 
possibly putting this musical on 
themselves."
● Mark Brown can be contacted 
via St Mary's church office at 
stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com 
or 01245 473277.

'OUTSTANDING':  
Jesus (Hannah 
Newsome) and 
the cast of 'Let 
Your Light Shine!'  
staged at St. 
Mary's church, 
Great Baddow.
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THE month — Open day to inspire more missionary disciples

GERALD Crowley 
(right) was  
awarded the Order 
of St Cedd, a  
recognition by the 
diocese of a lay 
invididual's notable 
contribution to the 
life of the diocese, 
by the Bishop of 
Chelmsford, 
Stephen Cottrell 
during the open 
day at the 
Diocesan House of 
Retreat at Pleshey 
on May 1.

A NATIONAL prayer  
campaign gets under way 
on May 25 with a number 
of events in Chelmsford 
Diocese.

Thy Kingdom Come is a 
global prayer movement, 
which runs until June 4, 
invites Christians around 
the world to pray between 
Ascension and Pentecost 
for more people to come to 
know Jesus Christ. 

In Chelmsford Diocese, 
Thy Kingdom Come will be 
led by Roger Morris, the 
Bishop of Colchester. 

Bishop Roger (right) will 
walk through the Colchester 
Episcopal Area, from East 
to West, from Saturday, 
May 27 to Thursday,  
June 1. 

The walk will involve 
blessing places and also 
blessing the waters at 
Brightlingsea on May 28, 
when dignitaries of the 
Cinque Ports and civic  
officials will gather on board 
a ship.

In churches around 
Tiptree, members in nine 
parishes have been invited 
to pray for five people.

They will keep a prayer 
card listing the five  
individuals whom they will 
pray for on a daily basis.

The card says: "I pray 
that you will lead (listing the 
names of the five  people) 
to you.Thank you that you 
love them. I pray that you 
would break into their life 

and show them you love, 
grace and peace, for your 
glory. Amen."

A second card, which will 
list only the five Christian 
names, will then be hung 
up in 'a prayer wave' at St 
Luke's church in Tiptree for 
the Thy Kingdom Come 
event in the church on on 
Friday and Saturday, May 
26-27 from 10am to 4pm.

The Tiptree initiative, led 
by the vicar, Rev Anne-
Marie Renshaw, is a typical 
example of many 'prayer 
waves' that are happening 
across the diocese.

What started out as an 
invitation from the 
Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York in 2016  
to the Church of England 
has grown into an  
international and  
ecumenical call to prayer.

The hopes of the Chrurch 
of England leadership are:
● People will commit to 
pray with God’s  

worldwide family — as a 
church, individually or as a 
family.
● Churches will hold prayer 
events, such as 24-7 
prayer, prayer stations and 
prayer walks, across the 
UK and in other parts of the 
world.
● People will be  
empowered through prayer 
by the Holy Spirit, finding 
new confidence to be  
witnesses for Jesus Christ.

“In praying 'Thy Kingdom 
Come' we all commit to 
playing our part in the 
renewal of the nations and 
the transformation of  
communities," said 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby.
● You will be able to find the 
latest Thy Kingdom Come 
events online at   
www.chelmsford.anglican.
org/faith/calendar
● #Pledge2Pray  
@thykingdom_come  on 
your social media

Gerald awarded Order of St Cedd

Potential pioneers 
can take first steps

By JULIE CLAY
St Cedd Centre Co-ordinator
PIONEER mission is one way church  
members across the diocese can respond to 
Bishop Stephen’s call for us all to become 
ever more missionary disciples. 

The St Cedd Centre for Pioneer Mission in 
Collier Row is hosting an information session 
on Saturday, June 10, 2017 from 9.30am to 
1.30pm. 

Anyone who would like to find out more and 
be inspired by pioneer mission can attend the 
session at the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Collier Row, where they will be able to obtain 
information as to how they can be involved. 

Over an 18-month period, trainee pioneers 
on the second course to be run by the centre 
will learn by reflective practice on a mission 
project, which each will pioneer. 

Theological input is given by the Church 
Mission Society through six modules, with the 
pioneers meeting in learning sets in between 
twice-termly teaching sessions. 

Facilitated by a more experienced pioneer, 
in the learning sets the pioneers will apply  
together what they are learning to their  
specific contexts to develop further their  
pioneer mission initiative. 

The six modules are: Pioneering Mission, 
Mission Spirituality, Reading the Bible, Doing 
Theology, Church in Mission and Missional 
Entrepreneurship. 

Bishop Stephen launched the centre in  
partnership with the Church Mission Society 
on November 1, 2015. 

During Lent 2016, more than 70 people 
were welcomed to the five-week taster session 
course in Collier Row. 

Fourteen of those students started the first 
course in October 2016. 

This was the first step on a path leading  
to their authorisation as lay pioneer  
ministers. The students are from all areas of 
the diocese including Westcliff, Purfleet, 
Billericay, Collier Row, Beckton and 
Walthamstow.

The first module ‘Pioneering Mission’ took 

place from October to December 2016. The 
aims were: 
● To give an introduction to mission in 
Scripture, history and the contemporary 
church. 
● To equip pioneers with some basic skills 
necessary for participation in the mission of 
God.
● To introduce issues relating to  
cross-cultural mission and communication of 
the gospel.
● To enable students to enter into the current 
debates and practices with regard to the 
shapes of church and witness appropriate to 
cultural environment.

The students have now completed their  
second module, ‘Mission Spirituality’, that ran 
from January to April 2017.
● Further details about Pioneer Mission can 
be obtained by contacting the St Cedd  
Centre Co-ordinator Julie Clay by email to  
julieclay@thegoodshepherd.co.uk or 01708 
745626.

Bishop's 'Thy Kingdom Come' walk

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TM0617

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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THE month — Three schools link up to form multi-academy trust

WITH effect from 1 April 
2017, St Margaret’s 
Barking, St Mary’s 
Walthamstow and St 
Saviour’s Walthamstow 
schools became part of a 
multi-academy trust (MAT) 
called Genesis Education 
Trust (GET).

Anita Fenn, chair of the 
board of directors, said: "It 
is clear that the  
government are wanting 
more and more schools to 
become academies, as the 
face of education  
continues to change. 

"These schools found 
themselves at a  
crossroads where they 
could embrace partnership 
working, which would 
strengthen their Christian 
ethos and vision for 
improving standards of 
education or stand still 
and miss out on  
opportunities, and  
potentially be swept into a 
direction that they did not 
want to go, joining 
schools that are not a 
good fit.

"Although we are part of 
the family of schools  
within the Diocese, we are 
also part of the schools' 

community of Barking & 
Dagenham and Waltham 
Forest. 

"As such, being schools 
in East London we can 
face different challenges 
and have different  
demographics than our 

friends in greater Essex. 
"The opportunity to 

work together across  
boroughs was a 'God 
moment' where a chance 
conversation lead to a 
two-year journey that got 
us to this point. 

"We have worked very 
closely with the Diocesean 
Board of Education, 
Department for Education, 
church and community 
leaders, all of which have 
seen that an East London 
MAT within the Diocese 

creates an opportunity for 
the schools to develop 
and improve within this 
structure. 

"We have also been 
given the go ahead to be a 
Sponsoring MAT, which 
means that we can share 

the skills and expertise of 
our staff, governors and 
directors with other 
church schools within 
East London that are  
facing difficulty.

"This is a school led 
MAT, where the Trust 
Members and Board of 
Directors have volunteered 
their time  and have the 
skills to drive  
improvement, as set out 
by the Church of 
England’s Vision for 
Education. 

"This process has been 
driven by listening to the 
direction God is taking us 
and working within the 
legal parameters afforded 
to us. 

"It is an exciting time, as 
we form new working  
relationships,  
remembering that the  
children of East London 
deserve the best  
education that we can 
deliver, in an environment 
that is suitable for learning 
with God at the heart of 
what they can achieve."
● The pictures feature the 
St Margaret’s GET launch.

Changing face of education

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.homeofdevenish.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

Home of Devenish provides 
free accommodation to 
widows of clergymen or 
o�  cers of the armed forces
� e Home of Devenish is an independent 
registered charity founded in 1961 providing 
free unfurnished accommodation to members 
of the Church of England who are widows 
of clergymen of the Church of England or 
widows of o�  cers in Her Majesty’s armed 
forces. � e Trust is funded from a bequest 
from the late Major John Devenish, the 
former president of the local Devenish 
brewery.

On the Jurassic coast at the edge of 
Weymouth the Trust has 23 bungalows and 
2 maisonettes on three small estates. Each 
property has two bedrooms, a kitchen, sitting 
room, shower room, and a small sunroom. 

� e residents have neither rent nor council 
tax to pay. All properties are provided with 
free background heating and the Trust 
also pays for internal and external repairs 
and painting. Whilst there is no warden, 
each resident is linked to a local telephone 
emergency system. 

Residents live independently and may have 
friends and family to stay. � ey only have to 
pay for their contents insurance, telephone, 
electricity, TV licence and the repair of their 
own domestic equipment and furnishings.

� ey also have the opportunity to do a little 
gardening if they wish, although the Trust is 
responsible for looking a� er the gardens.
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 month — Good Shepherd sermon with a difference     

Home and away encounters with God
not! The message of the gospels is that Jesus 
comes to be with us. It is God who travels, it 
is the Father who sends his Son on  
pilgrimage. “The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us.” John 1.14

Our pilgrimages go to the places where 
Jesus has been before. 

We remember his birth, ministry, death,  
resurrection and gift of the Spirit. We go to the 
places where we have met God before and 
we remember Jesus’ promise: “And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” Matthew 28.20

But St Luke reminds us at the end of his 
gospel and at the start of the Book of Acts, 

that Jesus told his disciples to wait where 
they were “until you have been clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke 24.49). “…wait for 
the gift my Father promised … in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
1.4,5).

Going somewhere else to meet God must 
never be a substitute for letting God meet us 
where we are. 

The Spirit is given to us in one place in 
order to send us out as witnesses in every 
place. 

So going back to meet God where he has 
been before can never be at the expense of 
going where he sends us. 

And, of course, as we go in faith Jesus has 
a habit of turning up so that we meet Him 
again in new places and among new people. 
The aim is that we can say “The Lord is here” 
always and everywhere.

Happy Pentecost – may God meet you, 
bless you and fill you with His Spirit wherever 
you are and wherever you go!

CANON DR ROGER MATTHEWS
Dean of Mission and Ministry

IN MY VIEW

Lambs lend support
to Bible teaching
THE congregation at the Family 
Service in St Botolph’s Hadstock 
on May 7, hearing a sermon on 
the theme of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd, had a real illustration 
of what this meant when two 
lambs joined them in the church, 
together with their owner Lou 
Symes-Thompson.

Lou, who keeps a flock of more 
than 20 Shetland sheep in a field 
at Hadstock, described what 
looking after sheep and lambs 
involves and how she knows all 
her flock by name. 

The lambs she had brought, 
called Ivor and Idris – just four 
and two weeks old – gave a real 
example of how they trust her as 
their shepherd. 

Lou said: "It can be hard work 
sometimes going out in the  
middle of the night, but I know 
how much my sheep rely on  
me."

The congregation enjoyed 
meeting the lambs. 

Karen Beaumont, a member of 
the congregation, said: "Seeing 
the lambs and hearing about the 
care they need really brought the 
Bible passage alive."

 Revd Paula Griffiths, Priest at 
Hadstock, said: "It was lovely to 
have the lambs with us. 

"It’s a wonderful reassurance to 
know that God cares for each of 
us and protects us, just as we 
enjoy the innocence and delight 
of the lambs."

Diocese issues new 
Guide for Residents
THE Diocese of Chelmsford 
has updated its Guide for 
Residents to help office  
holders and their families  
living in diocesan-managed 
houses.  

The purpose is to set out 
how the diocese manages 
houses, what to do in an emer-
gency, and what can be expect-
ed  on either side. 
● It is also a useful guide for 
PCCs and churchwardens in 
times of vacancy. To download 
your copy, go to www. 
chelmsford.anglican.org/ 
property-department. 

POPULAR ANIMALS: 
Members of the  
congregation at 

Hadstock have a 
good look at  

the lambs

AT YOUR SERVICE:  
Lou Symes-

Thompson and Revd 
Paula Griffiths with 

lambs Ivor and Idris

Casa Oleander

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.
bripat@brialdon freeserve co uk

Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro, Portugal.

Own pool, all Mod Cons 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi.

uk
Tel: 02380 265 683

Luxury 3 Bed Villa

B.F. MULLEY & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF

254 ST MARY’S LANE, 
UPMINSTER ESSEX RM14 3DH

01708 220 330
24 HOUR SERVICE

INCORPORATING
HORACE FRY

28 HIGH STREET, 
HORNCHURCH, 

ESSEX RM12 4UN
01708 442 145

Comfortable, welcoming guesthouse within 
a gentle stroll of town centre and sea. Well 

furnished ensuite rooms. Home cooking. Non 
smoking. Charming surroundings and large 

private car park.

OCTOBER SPECIAL
Four nights half board £150 per person.

To book or for more information call
01395 513861

SOUTHCOMBE VILLA 
GUEST HOUSE in

BEAUTIFUL SIDMOUTH DEVON

Dartmouth 
D evon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473  

Deligh�ul ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 

river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 
Conditions apply

 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.
READERS SPECIAL OFFER

Mention this advert to receive your readers discount

Real and friendly people... not machines!

LONG STAY, SINGLE TRIP, AND CRUISE COVER
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85)
Single trip cover (NO max. age)

Arranged for The Month readers

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button!

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation.

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK.
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Young people will steer next 
eight years of youth ministry 

THE month — Diocesan Synod listens to young voices wanting to serve the church, their community and society

CHELMSFORD Diocesan Synod – the 
parliament of the Church of England in 
Essex and East London – has approved 
six key priorities for youth ministry (see 
panel below) that will challenge young 
people to be transformational in their 
communities and the wider world in 
keeping with the diocese’s own priorities 
set out in ‘Transforming Presence’. 

Young people were included in a  
year-long consultation ahead of the new 
strategy. The priorities for youth work, 
which are also in line with national 
research, will remain in force until 2025 
but Synod has asked the Diocesan 
Youth Advisers to report back in 2019.

Youth ministry aims to help young 
people grow and strengthen their faith  
in Christ, enjoy a fullness of life for 
themselves and serve the church, their 
community and society. 

With a strategy for youth work in each 
Deanery or Mission & Ministry Unit, 
made in consultation with young people, 
the aim is to have a responsible person 
for youth work across the area and 
youth work that is relevant to each 
church and context, whether this is  
ministry within the church, a school or 
across a Mission & Ministry Unit.

At the Synod meeting in March,  
pictured right, youth representatives Eno 
Essian (15), Anitie Essian (13) and Karis 
Barlow (13) from St Peter and St Paul’s 
church in Grays were interviewed by 
diocesan youth advisers Mark Tiddy and 
Hannah Robinson, who attends the 
same church. They were joined on the 
platform by Rita Donaldson (83). 

'Being a role model to the 
younger members of the church'

Mark: What do you enjoy about  
attending church.
Eno: Church is a place like no other 
place. It's a place where you get to talk, 
share and develop your faith.
Anietie: I enjoy socialising with people 
my own age and some of the older  
members of the church. I especially like 
the mix of cultures we have in our 
church and the ‘around the world’ bring 
and share meal that we had where we 
got to sample different food than we 
would normally eat.
Mark: Do you feel included in the 
church?
Anietie: Sometimes I feel included being 
part of the choir and meeting different 
people of different ages. Also at youth 
group where you get to discuss and 
socialise with people your own age.
Eno: Christmas is when we feel  
included. It's when we get to play a big 
role in leading the services especially 
the crib and nativity services.
Mark: What would you change about 
church?
Eno: Being able to play more of a  
leadership role within the church - not 
just being given something as it seems a 

KARIS BARLOW: 
Vicar's daughter

● Listen to the voice of young people.

● Support growth in faith amongst young people through discipleship 
and the encouragement of inter-generational ministry within churches.

● Provide and distribute resources for working with Secondary Schools, 
Further Education and Higher Education institutions, training, supporting 
and linking in with established para-church organisations and  
developing new opportunities.  

● Continue to put on Diocesan and Area Events to draw young people 
together from different contexts to strengthen their faith – including 
SOLID, Bradwell Festival, Sanctuary and Mission trips alongside new  
initiatives. 

● Support each Mission & Ministry Unit provided by the Deanery Youth 
Champions and Youth Advisers.

● A simplified Youth Work Authorisation Scheme for Youth 
Workers Charter Mark for parishes’ training and support/mentoring  
provided for Youth Workers.

Six focus areas for youth ministry 

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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Young people will steer next 
eight years of youth ministry 

THE month — Diocesan Synod listens to young voices wanting to serve the church, their community and society

Anietie: We can inspire the next and 
older generation by being role models to 
the younger. I often have the younger 
girls coming up to me at the end of the 
service to chat to me. We can also  
help the older generation understand 
something about being a young person 
in 2017. But also learn things from them.
Mark: What one thing would you like 
people at synod to take away from 
today?
Eno: Children and young people have 
great ideas and voices and they  
matter - engage with them. 
Hannah: What is your experience of 
church?

 
'Take a role within the  

leadership of the church '
Karis: My Dad's a vicar so I have always 
attended church. We have been at St 
Peter's and St Paul's for ten years. As 
Dad's, the vicar I spend more than an 
average time at church and are part of 
the youth group, choir and have to go 
after school to look at boring things like 
lights and help with tidying the church.
Hannah: How has your experience of 
church changed from being a child to a 
young person?
Karis: Church has changed a lot over 
the last ten years. We now have a lot of 
different cultures coming to St Peter and 
St Paul's with the congregation getting 
younger. With the congregation getting 
younger, the church has a more modern 
feel with lights and projector and more 
modern songs. There has always been a 
young church which caters for primary 
aged pupils. In 2013 a youth group was 
formed and meets weekly.
Hannah: What do you enjoy about the 
youth group?
Karis: I enjoy the social and meeting 
together, love the bacon butties and the 
Biblical discussion and end-of-term 
'Messy quizzes'. As young people, we 
have been given more responsibility. I 
am a team leader in the choir so I have 

to look after the younger members of the 
choir and make sure they are on the 
right page in the books. At the end of the 
summer term, we also get to lead the 
summer party for young church. Last 
summer we did a quiz and gunged one 
of the leaders in front of the church - 
which was very different service for the 
church.
Hannah: What have you learnt from  
the older generation and why is it  
important?
Karis: Rita, who is with us at Synod, has 
friends in Scotland. Every Christmas we 
have a cheese and wine evening at our 
house. Rita always brings smoked  
salmon from Scotland. It's really yummy 
and she gives me some to eat. Rita also 
has lived in Grays for years and she will 
tell us stories about when she was a 
young girl and we did this and we never 
were able to do that. It's history and we 
learn about the history of the church.

Rita is like a Nan - there is a mutual 
respect and she will listen to your point 
of view and share with you here point of 
view. She treats us like adults and 
doesn't look down on us,
Hannah: What do you think churches 
can do to make young people feel more 
incorporated within the life of the 
church?
Karis: For churches to listen to young 
people's views and the experience they 
have. In choir our choir master has only 
been leading us for a short time. He'll 
play something and if we have sung it 
before and we know it to a different tune, 
he'll listen to us and take on board the 
experience we have. Some young people 
have been part of the church family for a 
long time and have a lot of experience. 
For churches to do more fun things 
where the church family comes together 
to do things to help others. Also making 
sermons more interactive and diverse 
would be appreciated.
Hannah: If you can challenge Synod to 
take one thing from listening to you, 
what would it be?
Karis: To go away and listen to the 
young people in the church and  
understand that we may do things  
different to how you will do something - 
but we will do it.

● Find out more about Transforming 
Presence at www.transformingpresence.
org.uk. 
● The next Sanctuary prayer event for 
young people who want to develop  
stillness will take place on November 11 
at Chelmsford Cathedral (6.30-8.30pm). 
For more information, follow  
@sanctuaryevent.
● To watch a video of Bishop Stephen’s 
Presidential Address to Diocesan Synod, 
visit http://ow.ly/gUip30aOc9i.

good idea to get a young person to do  
it. For example, only rostering young  
people to do Bible readings at an all-age 
service or taking the candle up to the 
baptism families. It's embarrassing being 
given the candle at the appropriate 
moment by a server and then being  
ushered up to get it lit by another server 
and then give to the vicar to pass to the 
family.

When we got to plan and lead an  
entire young church session and do the 
feedback to the church, it was one of the 
first times I felt that as a young leader I 
was being taken seriously.
Anietie: For there to be more  
interactive and engaging sermons and 
intercessions which are more relevant 
for children and young people not just 
the adults. Also members of the church 
family getting to know us and not always 
thinking of us as a problem.
Mark: What ways would you say that 
young people have a voice in the 
church?
Eno: Being a role model to the younger 
members of the church - for example, at 
Christmas, Hannah wanted to get some 
of the younger boys to do some street 
dance in the nativity. They did not want 
to - so she approached me and asked if  
I would come and do it with them. 
Immediately they threw themselves into 
the dance and it went really well.
Anietie: In youth group, we get to 
choose the subjects we look at and have 
an open discussion where we can share 
are views plus when we got to lead the 
end of term young church session. If we 
ever have something we want to share 
to the vicar or in the main service of the 
church currently we feed it to our youth 
leaders who pass it on.
Mark: What ways can young people 
stand up and play a role within the  
running of the church?
Eno: Take a role within the leadership of 
the church - readings at non all-age 
services. Doing the tea and coffee. I 
would like to see a Youth PCC - which 
can feed into the main PCC and be taken 
seriously.

COVER STORY

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in 
the seat of scoffers; but 
his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and on his 
law he meditates day 
and night. He is like a 
tree planted by streams 
of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not 
wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers. The 
wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked 
will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of 
the righteous; for the 
Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will 
perish.

Psalm 1 (ESV)

Photo: www.sxc.hu
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We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Choose award-winning
home insurance for a
fairer deal

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345
(8am to 6pm weekdays)

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance
The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply.
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.
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BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation of 
22,500, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church audience 

in parishes from the coast at Southend on Sea right into the 
Eastern suburbs of London at Woodford and Waltham Forest.  

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 

Counties, with a total circulation nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TM
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SPECIAL OFFERS

BOOKSHELF

There are a lot of things that 
are great about working in a 
bookshop, says Diocesan 
Bookshop manager RACHEL 
ORFORD.

One of them is that every 
now and again you get to 
meet the authors of the books 
you are selling. 

In Chelmsford Diocese we 
have a wealth of writing talent. 
This month the Chelmsford 
Christian Bookshop is  
showcasing some of it with 
special offers on books.

THE month — Summer special offers showcase for Essex writers

● Katharina Luther: Nun. Rebel. Wife – by 
Anne Boileau £7.99 (rrp £8.99)
● Finding a Way Ahead – by Angela 
Harper £8.99 (rrp £9.99)
● 52 Reflections on Faith – by Stephen 
Need £10.99 (rrp £12.99)
● Set Me on Fire – by Malcolm MacDonald 
£7 (rrp £7.99)
● Songs for the Soul – by Ivor Moody £7 
(rrp £7.99), from www.chelmsford.anglican.
org/bookshop

Bookshop spotlight
on local authors

SUMMER SHOWCASE OF LOCAL AUTHORS 

There are a lot of things that are great about working in a bookshop.  One of them is that every now and again you get to 
meet the authors of the books you are selling. In this diocese we seem to have a wealth of writing talent and this month the 
Chelmsford Christian Bookshop is showcasing some of it, with special offers and guest reviews on books by just a few local 
authors. 

Katharina Luther: Nun. Rebel. Wife – by Anne Boileau 

   

Katharina Luther Nun. Rebel. Wife. is a novel based on the true story of Martin Luther's wife. She ran away from her 
convent, and lived in Wittenberg with Lucas Cranach, the painter and publisher, and his wife Barbara. She fell in love but 
was rejected. Two other men proposed and she rejected them. She then set her sights on Martin Luther, and they both 
scandalized the world by getting married, thus breaking their vows of celibacy.  While confined to her bed awaiting the birth 
of their first child, she sets down her own story.  Katharina von Bora is a household name in Germany but she is little 
known in the Anglican world. She was a courageous and devout woman, a positive influence on her talented but irascible 
husband and Essex writer Anne Boileue felt her story deserved to be better known.  Her remarkable first novel brings alive 
the events surrounding the social, political and religious upheaval of early 16th Century Germany in Katharina’s own voice. 

Anne Boileau lives in Essex. She studied German in Munich and worked as an interpreter and translator before turning to 
language teaching. She also holds a degree in conservation from Anglia University. Now, she shares, writes and enjoys 
poetry.  Her work has appeared in several anthologies and magazines and her first collection, Shoal Moon, was published by 
Grey Hen Press in 2014.  Anne has also adapted the events of the novel into a 40 minute play for 4 parts which would be 
perfect for celebrations of this year’s important anniversary.   Please contact the bookshop if you would like a copy.   

Finding a Way Ahead – by Angela Harper 

      

Finding a Way Ahead is a book of devotional reflections drawing from experiences of Angela Harper's own healing from a 
lifelong health condition.  This hugely inspirational books is intended to help others, showing that it is necessary to look at 
various aspects of ourselves in any search for divine healing and wholeness and Angela encourages us to take heart with 
comfort, guidance and coping strategies to give people tools to help turn around their experiences and begin planning for 

SUMMER SHOWCASE OF LOCAL AUTHORS 

There are a lot of things that are great about working in a bookshop.  One of them is that every now and again you get to 
meet the authors of the books you are selling. In this diocese we seem to have a wealth of writing talent and this month the 
Chelmsford Christian Bookshop is showcasing some of it, with special offers and guest reviews on books by just a few local 
authors. 

Katharina Luther: Nun. Rebel. Wife – by Anne Boileau 

   

Katharina Luther Nun. Rebel. Wife. is a novel based on the true story of Martin Luther's wife. She ran away from her 
convent, and lived in Wittenberg with Lucas Cranach, the painter and publisher, and his wife Barbara. She fell in love but 
was rejected. Two other men proposed and she rejected them. She then set her sights on Martin Luther, and they both 
scandalized the world by getting married, thus breaking their vows of celibacy.  While confined to her bed awaiting the birth 
of their first child, she sets down her own story.  Katharina von Bora is a household name in Germany but she is little 
known in the Anglican world. She was a courageous and devout woman, a positive influence on her talented but irascible 
husband and Essex writer Anne Boileue felt her story deserved to be better known.  Her remarkable first novel brings alive 
the events surrounding the social, political and religious upheaval of early 16th Century Germany in Katharina’s own voice. 

Anne Boileau lives in Essex. She studied German in Munich and worked as an interpreter and translator before turning to 
language teaching. She also holds a degree in conservation from Anglia University. Now, she shares, writes and enjoys 
poetry.  Her work has appeared in several anthologies and magazines and her first collection, Shoal Moon, was published by 
Grey Hen Press in 2014.  Anne has also adapted the events of the novel into a 40 minute play for 4 parts which would be 
perfect for celebrations of this year’s important anniversary.   Please contact the bookshop if you would like a copy.   

Finding a Way Ahead – by Angela Harper 

      

Finding a Way Ahead is a book of devotional reflections drawing from experiences of Angela Harper's own healing from a 
lifelong health condition.  This hugely inspirational books is intended to help others, showing that it is necessary to look at 
various aspects of ourselves in any search for divine healing and wholeness and Angela encourages us to take heart with 
comfort, guidance and coping strategies to give people tools to help turn around their experiences and begin planning for 

Katharina Luther: Nun. Rebel. 
Wife – by Anne Boileau 

This novel is based on the 
true story of Martin Luther's 
wife. She ran away from her 
convent, and lived in Wittenberg 
with Lucas Cranach, the painter 
and publisher, and his wife 
Barbara. She fell in love but was 
rejected. Two other men  
proposed and she rejected 
them. She then set her sights 
on Martin Luther, and they both 
scandalized the world by getting 
married, thus breaking their 
vows of celibacy. 

While confined to her bed 
awaiting the birth of their first 
child, she sets down her story. 
Katharina von Bora is a  
household name in Germany 

but she is little known in the 
Anglican world. She was a  
courageous and devout woman, 
a positive influence on her  

talented but irascible husband, 
and Essex writer Anne Boileau 
felt her story deserved to be 
better known. Her remarkable 

first novel brings alive the 
events surrounding the social, 
political and religious upheaval 
of early 16th Century Germany 
in Katharina’s own voice.

Anne Boileau lives in Essex. 
She studied German in Munich 
and worked as an interpreter 
and translator before turning to 
language teaching. She also 
holds a degree in conservation 
from Anglia Ruskin University. 
Now she shares, writes and 
enjoys poetry.

Her work has appeared in 
several anthologies and  
magazines and her first  
collection, Shoal Moon, was 
published by Grey hen Press in 
2014.

Finding a Way Ahead – by 
Angela Harper 

Finding a Way Ahead is a 
book of devotional reflections 
drawing from experiences of 
Angela Harper's own healing 
from a lifelong health condition.  

This hugely inspirational book 
is intended to help others,  
showing that it is necessary to 
look at various aspects of  
ourselves in any search for 
divine healing and wholeness 
and Angela encourages us to 
take heart with comfort,  
guidance and coping strategies 
to give people tools to help turn 
around their experiences and 
begin planning for the future 

that God offers us. As well has a 
book to read from cover to 
cover, it is perfect to leave 
around so you can turn to it in a 
time of need or to pass on to 
others as a gift with your love 
and prayers. 

Angela studied Theology at 
Spurgeon's College in London 
and came to realise that God  
was asking her to focus on  
helping the marginalised. Since 
then she has served in two  
chaplaincy roles in a hospital 
and as a supermarket store 
chaplain. 

Angela suffered from a lifelong 
lung condition which dramatically 
healed three years ago. 

52 Reflections on Faith; for 
busy preachers and teachers 
– by Stephen W. Need 

Now this really is a useful 
book, not just for busy  
preachers and teachers but just 
about anybody looking to  
deepen their faith.

The 52 sections naturally  
suggest that it might be a tool 
for weekly contemplation, but 
really it is a storehouse of ideas 
and incisive insights into just 
about every aspect of our faith. 
Divided into two parts – the first 
makes its way through the 
Christian year and the second 
looks at key themes of Christian 
life – it not only provides  
passages for pondering, but 

suggests bible passages for 
study on each topic, further 
reading and questions for  

discussion. It iis just the thing 
for a small group discussion.  
This is the third year the  

bookshop has had 52 
Reflections on Faith on its 
shelves and is an ideal gift for 
someone being ordained or 
licensed, or indeed anyone 
searching for a good source of 
inspiration. 

Stephen Need is currently 
Priest in Charge at Stock and 
West Hanningfield. He has 
served as Dean of St George’s 
College Jerusalem. Stephen's  
guidebook to the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is 
also available from the  
bookshop priced £10.99.  He 
has also written several other 
titles and has taught widely on 
New Testament studies.

Set Me on Fire – by Malcolm 
MacDonald 

Set Me On Fire is a cry for a 
fresh move of God not only in 
the church, but in our hearts 
and lives. It is a heart-felt 
prayer and this book explores 
what is might mean to be 'on 
fire' for God in our  
generation. It seeks to be 
honest, reflective, Biblical and 
challenging about our need to 
recover fire in our hearts.  

Published in 2015 and  
containing personal  
reflections from Malcolm’s 

own journey, reviewers have 
recommended it to the  
“spiritually stuck”.  Others 
warn the reader that it has 
“the power to transform your 
life” and it has built up a  
reputation as a book to 
encourage and inspire.

Malcolm is Vicar of St 
Mary's Loughton. He is  
married to Caroline and they 
have three children. He is a  
regular speaker at New Wine 
events and conferences. 

Malcolm has a passion for 
seeing revival in the UK.

Songs for the Soul – by Ivor Moody  
Although only published this year, 

Songs for the Soul has already become a 
firm favourite with our customers.  In 
essence it is a book of reflections on what 
it means to undertake a journey of faith.  
Ivor Moody has used his own journey and 
in particular a number of  famous iconic 
pop songs which have been ‘staging 
posts’ for his own personal and spiritual  
development to throw new light on  
scriptures.  

It will be the Bookshop reading group’s 
'book of the month' in June and is  
probably the most hotly anticipated read 
by its members so far!  If you would like to 
join in the discussion with a guest  
appearance from the author, please do join 
us on Wednesday, June 7 at 1pm in the 
Library at the Diocesan Office to see what 
it’s all about.

Ivor has been Vice-Dean and Canon 
Pastor of Chelmsford Cathedral since 
2010.  He is Chair of the Mid-Essex Inter 
Faith Forum and also Chair of Essex  
Mind and Spirit, a community voluntary 
organisation which seeks to promote  
positive relationships between faith and 
spirituality and mental health issues, and 
to challenge the stigma which often  
surrounds mental health. He has recently 
become Chaplain to Essex County 
Council.
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Build your 
business 
on a fi rm 
foundation!

Design • Marketing • Advertising • Print

foundation!

LET US HELP 

YOU GET 

YOUR PRINT 

MARKETING 

CAMPAIGN
OFF THE 

GROUND

CALL US – 01752 225623

www.cornerstonevision.com

Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park Rd, Peverell, Plymouth, PL3 4PY

Through our professional design and print service we can help you make your marketing campaign stand out from the crowd. 
We also offer advertising in national and regional Christian newspapers and magazines. Please ask for details.
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Well-appointed cottages near picturesque market town 
of Church Stretton, within easy reach of Shrewsbury, 

Ludlow, Ironbridge.
For full details and tariff please ring Gill on 

01694 722869 or visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk

         Gold Award3
Shropshire Holiday Cottages

CONFERENCESRETREATSHOLIDAYS

FREE  fo
r 4

s 

and under

Reduced child
rens prices

www.leeabbey.org.uk/devon 01598 752621    relax@leeabbey.org.uk    

See the programme and book by visiting our website, or ring our friendly bookings team ...

“The newly refurbished rooms are fantastic!  

After our week stay I felt brand new too! I got to 

climb cliffs, walk in forests, fl y 100 feet off the 

ground, swim in the ocean and praise God in His 

awesome creation . We will defi nitely return!”

RETREATS
Led by

Bishop John Pritchard

Lightline

Lightline Pilgrimages, Coopersale Hall Farm, Epping, CM16 7PE

www.lightline.org.uk

SLOW JERUSALEM 24 April - 1 May ‘18

SLOW GALILEE 2 May - 9 May  ‘18

For a brochure call 01992 576065

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily offi ce in St 
Mary Magdalene’s Chapel.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9AU
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

Retreats are increasingly becoming more 
and more relevant in daily life, not just 
for those of us immersed in a spiritual life 
either through our vocations or personal 
commitment; but also for the increasing 
numbers of us who just work very very 
hard.

Whether we are trying to balance bringing 
up families with part or full time work, 
along with a few dreams we are hoping 
to fulfill for our personal growth (a good 

description of me!);  or whether we have 
other care and voluntary responsibilities 
- we are, in our modern world, constantly 
asked to go faster.

We have deadlines everywhere - 
appointments from differing people and 
organisations who clearly believe they are 
the most important focus in our lives, and 
therefore should be attended without fail.

And then we have an ever growing in 
urgency inner list of what we should be 
doing to be happier, fitter, healthier or 
more engaged in our world and its many 
problems.

Sometimes we need to hit the reset button, 
as physical, mental and emotional tiredness 
begins to take its toll. And sometimes those 
around us need to create the window of 
opportunity for us - whose support means 
such a lot - to be able to take a step back 
from it all and recharge.

Retreats to reset



THE month — Wanstead Friends chair calls it a day
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Diocese workshop 
to help bid writers Woofing a farewell 

to 'pawsome' Gillian

'Let us seek God’s discernment as 
we attend polling stations to vote'

NATALIE'S MUSINGSTHIS month sees the nation  
voting in a General Election, 
just under a year after our  
country voted to leave the 
European Union.    

As Christians, politics  
generally and voting specifically 
is a hugely contentious issue 
that many feel have no place in 
the church.  

Some would argue that Jesus 
(and the rest of the Christian 
faith) are focused on personal 
salvation and not political 
change.  

Jesus told His followers to 
“render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s” (Mark 12:17) 
and Paul instructs “Let  
everyone be subject to the  
governing authorities…” 
(Romans 13:1).  

For many there is no doubt 
that politics is not something 
Christians should concern 
themselves with.

Yet, neither Jesus nor  
Paul were speaking in  
contexts where democracy 
existed.  

There was very little  

opportunity for people to  
influence political decisions.  

Humans are integrated  
creatures; our views and  
opinions cannot be easily  
separated.  And as Christians, 

Jesus made it clear that  
following Him should affect 
our whole lives, the decisions 
we make and the priorities we 
have.

As we consider how to vote, 
our vote must not be based 
primarily on how political  
decisions will affect us  
personally.  

As Christians we must  
prioritise firstly loving God and 
then loving our neighbour.  
And who is our neighbour?  

If Jesus was here today, the 
story of the Good Samaritan 
would perhaps be about our 
neighbour being a Muslim  
person or a refugee or a single 
parent on a low income.

As Christians, we are 
required to vote based on how 
our vote will affect the last, the 
least and the lost.  

When we get to heaven, 
Jesus will separate us  
according to how we have 

treated the most  
disadvantaged in society, not 
what beliefs we have  
subscribed to.  

Have we fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, visited 
those in prison?  

Perhaps also in a  
democracy, we could ask, has 
our vote helped to feed the 
hungry?  

Will the person (and  
political party) that we vote  
for make policies which  
protect the vulnerable or 
exploit them? 

Let us seek God’s wisdom 
and discernment as we attend 
polling stations.  

May we seek transformation 
in our families, churches, 
neighbourhoods,  
communities and across  
society, through our  
prayers, actions and  
commitment to a political  
system which ensures  
every individual can flourish.

NATALIE COLLINS
2016 National Sermon  

of the Year winner

BEING Bid Ready – the diocese is  
holding a bid writing workshop on July 
15 at All Saints' church in Woodford 
Wells. 

Michael Minta, Director of Development 
and Property, said: "We will welcome 
anyone who is thinking about writing a 
bid to register.  

"The cost is £5 each or £10 for three 
participants per parish – numbers are 
limited to 50, so please do book soon.

"Building on the Planning a Successful 
Capital Campaign Workshop that the 
Diocese ran in 2015, this workshop will 
provide delegates with practical bid  
writing techniques, enabling them to  
produce focused proposals increasing 
their success rate. 

"Providing a very brief overview of 
Capital Campaigns, training will focus on 
the Private Phase of a Campaign helping 
you secure grant funding for your church 
building project."
● For more information or to register 
please contact Jill Smylie at projects@
chelmsford.anglican.org

Clacton Foodbank food 
parcels helped many
CLACTON Foodbank In 2016 donations 
of food from St James’ & St 
Christopher’s amounted to nearly one 
tonne in weight. 

Vicar Revd Peter Kane said: "This is a 
fantastic amount and donations have 
supported the Foodbank during its leaner 
months. 

"Last year 907 food parcels were 
issued, feeding 1,970 people, of whom 
704 were children. 

"Well done to all of you who made 
donations of food. Your support is much 
appreciated."

By NICOLA CALABRESE
THEY came in packs – 
from Barkingside to 
Canine Town — as the 
Parish of Wanstead Dog 
Show returned to the  
gardens of Christ Church 
on May 7.

The sun shone, the 
Pimms flowed and the 
youngsters had fun on the 
bouncy castle (although 
possibly not the volunteers 
manning it). 

The star attractions 
were however the dogs. 
Large or small, they were 
all magnificent and all 
deserved prizes.

With categories ranging 
from Best Dog, to Best 
Rescue and even Best 
Owner & Dog lookalike, 
there really was  
something for everyone. 

The Friends thanks go 
to sponsors Petty Son & 
Prestwich. Goddard 
Veterinary Group were 
also present with a stall 
(thankfully no participant 
needed their services on 
the day).

This was something of a 
swansong for organiser 
Gill Hornsey, who is  
stepping down as Chair of 
the Friends. 

Gill has done 'a  
awesome job' as chair, 
raising much needed 
funds for the parish in the 
process, and we will miss 
her greatly. Thank you, 
Gill, on behalf of all of 
everybody at Christ 
Church.

BARKING OUT A FAREWELL TO 
GILL: Hartley the cocker speniel

SHOW STOPPER Friends chair Gill Hornsey 
(right) with Julia Saul-Watts, Kirsteen King and 
Paul Hornsey at the Wanstead Dog Show

Worship & Prayer at  
Chelmsford Cathedral 
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www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.ukwww.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk 

7.45am  Morning Prayer
8.15am  Holy Communion
 (also Weds at 12.35 
 and Thurs at 10am)
12.00pm   Midday Prayer
5.15pm Evensong
 (sung on Mon, Tues, 
 Thurs and Fri)

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist
11.15am Choral Eucharist
3.30pm Evensong

A warm welcome to your 
cathedral, 


