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February
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive
without breathing.” (Martin Luther)

Everyday Faith
The Church of England has launched
a new series of reflections and prayers
highlighting the value of every day
work - from putting the load in a
washing machine to entering data
and answering emails.
The Everyday Faith campaign
aims to help people live out their
Christian faith wherever they may
be, emphasising how much even the
smallest and most routine aspects
of our working lives – both paid and
unpaid - matter to God and make a
difference to others.

The campaign running until 2
February, offers a daily Bible reading,
a book of reflections and prayers on
the themes of love, faith and hope.
You can receive the reflections by
email, through the Everyday Faith
app, social media or the Everyday
Faith booklet.
The reflections highlight how the
Christian faith has inspired and
provided support to people in their
working lives, telling the stories
of people including a London
Underground worker, a teacher, a
hairdresser, plumber, a nurse and
police officers as well a retired couple.

Sat 1

Brigid, Abbess of Kildare, c.525
(Eve of Candlemas)
Tomorrow brings to an end the whole series of seasons and feasts that
began back on Advent Sunday. We have watched and waited in hope and
expectation; with shepherds and Magi we have journeyed to Bethlehem
and knelt before God in the manger; we have celebrated the light of Christ
illuminating the darkness of the world. And tomorrow – the 40th day after
Christmas we go with Joseph and Mary and the Christ child to make the
offering of the poor for the firstborn in the Temple. And there something
extraordinary happens: Simeon and Anna, watching and waiting, recognize
Jesus as the Messiah. Do you think it was the kind of Messiah they were
expecting?!
The Dioceses of Lucknow (North India), and Guatemala (Central America)

Sun 2

Resources can be found online at www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith.
Follow the campaign on social media searching the hashtag #EverydayFaith.

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
Let the flame of your love never be quenched in our hearts, O Lord.
Waking or sleeping, living or dying, let us delight in your presence. Let
the flame of your love brighten our souls and illumine our path, and let the
majesty of your glory be our joy, our life and our strength now and for ever.
Amen (Johann Arndt, 1555-1621)
PRAY for The Anglican Church of Burundi, The Most Revd Martin Nyaboho,
Archbishop

Mon 3

Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark & Sweden, 865
The Deanery of Epping Forest & Ongar continued…
Fyfield (St Nicholas), Moreton (St Mary Vn), Bobbingworth (St Germain) &
Willingale (St Christopher) w Shellow and Berners Roding Clergy: Christine
Hawkins (PIC). Reader: Pam Watson.
Dr Walker’s CE Primary School: Nicola Willis (HT).
Moreton CE Primary School: Nikki Batt (HT).
The Dioceses of Lui (South Sudan), Taiwan (The Episcopal Church), and
Guildford (England)
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Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.
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February

Come along to
the Cathedral’s
pancake party

Tue 4

Matching Green CE Primary School: Amy Wareham (HT).

Tue 25 February
4pm-6pm

The Dioceses of Lusaka (Central Africa), Tamale (West Africa), and
Guinea (West Africa)

Wed 5
Chelmsford Cathedral invites you to a variety of exciting events
taking place throughout February and March.
The popular Stay and Play Lego is back in the Cathedral on Wednesday
19 March. The city is hosting a book week so why not join in and create a
scene from your favourite book out of Lego! It starts at 10am.
On the 19 February and following a life-changing pilgrimage, Canon
Imogen Nay is giving a talk on her visit to the post-conflict zone of
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Can our faith survive the worst experiences of
suffering? The talk is being held in the Cathedral at 7pm.
Every Wednesday during Lent, there will be a day-time Lent study,
starting at 11.15am and lasting about an hour. Resting in God’s Love,
Being challenged by God’s Word, this hour long session will be led
by Canon Imogen using silence, scripture and response time. And on
Fridays in Lent, Compline will be held in the Cathedral at 7pm. Refresh
and renew at the end of the working week with meditative sung prayers.
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Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189
High Laver (All Saints) w Magdalen Laver (St Mary Magdalene) w Little
Laver (St Mary Vn) and Matching (St Mary Vn) w Matching Green (St
Edmund) Clergy: Christine Hawkins (PIC).

High Ongar (St Mary) w Norton Mandeville (All Saints)
Clergy: Stuart Gibbs (PIC).
The Lusitanian Church (Portugal) and the Diocese of Tanga (Tanzania)

Thu 6

The Martyrs of Japan, 1597
Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, 1952
North Weald (St Andrew) Clergy: Lee Batson (PIC from 17 February 2020).
St Andrew’s CE Primary School: Julie Lorkins (HT).
The Dioceses of Luwero (Uganda); Tarime (Tanzania), and
Tasmania (Australia)

Fri 7

The retired clergy, Readers, and lay ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Epping Forest and Ongar.
The Dioceses of Lweru (Tanzania), and Te Pihopatanga o Tai Tokerau
(Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia)

Sat 8

The church of the future requires faithfulness and imagination: faithfulness
to its core message, and imaginative ways of living it out.

Also in February is the Cathedral’s first Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party!
There’s no need to book, just turn up for a festival of fun for primary
school-aged children. It’s held in the garden behind the Diocesan offices
in New Street at 4pm.

The church, for all its manifest sins, is the broken-backed bearer of a story
with transformative power at its heart.

For more details on these and other events, see the Cathedral website
www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk or follow them on
Facebook @chelmsfordcathedral.

The Dioceses of Machakos (Kenya), Te Pihopatanga o Tairawhiti (Aotearoa
NZ & Polynesia), and Gujarat (North India)

Now that is what really matters.” Ron Ferguson of the Iona Community
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February
Sun 9

The Third Sunday before Lent
Racial Justice Sunday: Today is an opportunity to reflect on the importance
of racial justice, to give thanks for human diversity, and pray for an end
to misunderstanding, racism and injustice. Pray too for the work of the
Minority Ethnic Anglican Concerns Group.
PRAY for The Anglican Church of Canada, The Most Revd Linda
Nicholls, Primate

Lent Modules 2020

Mon 10

The Lent Modules are a collection of education, training and skills events run
across the diocese between Ash Wednesday (26 February) and Good Friday
(10 April).

The Dioceses of Madhya Kerala (South India), Te Pihopatanga o Upoko o
Te Ika (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia), and Gusau (Nigeria)

Themes include:
• Render unto Caesar - the relationship between Church and State
• Life, Death and the Christian Hope

Scholastica, sister of Benedict, Abbess of Plombariola, c.543
The Deanery of Harlow
Area Dean: Martin Harris. Lay Chair: John Winterbotham.
Chaplains: Christian Okeke and Gillian Newman (Princess Alexandra
Hospital NHS Trust). Pioneer Missioner: Jokey Poyntz.

Tue 11

Great Hallingbury (St Giles) & Little Hallingbury (St Mary Vn)
Clergy: David Herrick (PIC). Licensed Lay Minister: Caroline Harding.

• A concise study of the Book of Revelation

Little Hallingbury CE Primary School: Sonia Strickland (HT).

• Christians in a Scientific World

The Dioceses of Madi & West Nile (Uganda), Te Pihopatanga o Upoko o
Te Waipounamu (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia), and Guyana (West Indies)

• Witnessing in the World of Work - equipping effective
		 everyday evangelism

Wed 12

• Climate Change and the purposes of God

Harlow (St Mary & St Hugh w St John the Baptist)
Clergy: Sarah Swift (V).

• A taster for the Bible Society lyfe Course

Harlow Churchgate CE Primary School: Jonathan Tye (HT).

• Holding on – a course to accompany the Chelmsford Holding Cross

The Dioceses of Madras (South India) and Temotu (Melanesia)

• Spiritual Companionship and the Christian Tradition
• When God disappoints -developing resilient faith in an uncertain world
Courses cost between £15 & £40.

Thu 13

Harlow (St Mary Magdalene) Clergy: James Rodley (V), Garry Neave (AC).
The Dioceses of Madurai-Ramnad (South India), Temuco (Chile),
and Tennessee (The Episcopal Church)

For further information and to book your place, visit the our website
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/lent-modules or contact
Diane Hardy on 01245 294449.
Please return completed booking forms by 14 February.
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February
Fri 14

Harlow Town Centre (St Paul w St Mary), Little Parndon TM
Clergy: Martin Harris (AD, TR), Jokey Poynz (TV), Barbara Aylett (AC),
Nathan Joss-Pothen (A).
Reader: Peter Smith.

Food, Fun and Friendship in Harlow
Revd Jokey Poyntz, Team Vicar of
St Mary’s Little Parndon and Pioneer
Missioner for the Harlow Deanery,
was approached by a local secondary
school worried about the families who
were struggling with hunger during the
school holidays.
Jokey was keen to see how local
churches could help and came across
the Make Lunch project– a nationwide
programme of tackling holiday hunger
through local churches running lunch
clubs run by the Christian charity,
Transform Lives for Good (TLG).
Last year, plans were underway for
two lunch clubs, one at St Paul’s Town
Centre church and one at St Mary-at
–Latton, but unfortunately they weren’t
going to be ready in time for the
summer holidays.
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Speaking about the Make Lunch
project at a local community forum,
Jokey was approached by the Youth
and Citizenship Manager from Harlow
Council, who was also working to tackle
holiday hunger. They had attracted
some funding from Active Essex and

West Ham’s charitable foundation to
run some lunch clubs in the summer
holidays but their premises had
fallen through.

The Dioceses of Mahajanga (Indian Ocean) and Terekeka (South Sudan)

Sat 15

Jokey was able to offer the two
Harlow churches as venues. Working
in partnership, the lunch clubs were
piloted last summer and were a great
success. More lunch clubs are
planned for the Easter holidays.
Jokey said:
“The pilot sessions have been well
supported and we have been able to
offer quality activities and advice with
the help from other agencies as well as
providing healthy food and teaching
children and families how to cook for
themselves. The slogan used over the
summer was food, fun and friendship
which sums up what we want to offer.
I am excited by the way things are
developing with this cross-community
partnership.
“Please pray for these embryonic
partnerships and for the further
development of this project.”

Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 and 885
Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.269

Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden, 1045
Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of SPCK and SPG , 1730
Edward King was a great Bishop of Lincoln who was also hugely involved
in training Christians theologically and practically. When he was vicar of
a challenging Oxfordshire village he knew that his first job was literally
getting his hands dirty digging new drains to ensure basic sanitation for the
inhabitants. Here’s a great quote from one of his sermons: “Go wherever
God may send you.
Go without wishing to have everything arranged for your own tastes and
your own comfort; without wishing to have everything in accordance even
with your own religious desires.
Go in the spirit of perfect self-surrender, of thorough self-devotion, simply
for Christ. There should be no limit….
The Dioceses of Maiduguri (Nigeria), Territory of the People (Canada),
and Gwagwalada (Nigeria)

Sun 16

The Second Sunday before Lent
Thank God for our Diocesan links with other parts of the world. Pray for
understanding and love between all people of faith.
PRAY for the Church of the Province of Central Africa,
The Most Revd Albert Chama, Archbishop

Mon 17

Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977
Great Parndon (St Mary) Clergy: Richard Attew (PIC).
The Dioceses of Maine and Texas (The Episcopal Church)
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Responding
to His call:
My vocation
journey

February
Tue 18

William Martin CE Infant & Nursery School: Gina Bailey (HT).
William Martin CE Junior School: Gina Bailey (HT).
The Dioceses of Maiwut (South Sudan), The Arctic (Canada), and Haiti
(The Episcopal Church)

Ian Beckett member of
St Stephen’s Church,
Tye Green, Harlow writes

Wed 19

about his vocation journey:

Two years ago, I met with the Venerable Vanessa Herrick, Archdeacon of Harlow,
for a coffee and chat. I wanted to discuss my calling as it was emerging at that
time and to ask her to help me put my skills and attributes to good use. As a result
of that conversation, I recently became Chair of Governors at a local secondary
school. In that role I hope to lead a team committed to work in partnership with
teachers and parents, to maximise the opportunity of delivering an excellent
education experience for every student for their benefit, the benefit of their
families and the benefit of Harlow’s wider community. For me, this is one example
of doing and being church in the places we are located or sent.

Latton (St Mary) Clergy: Lynn Hurry (V), Malcolm Green (A), Beth JossPothen. Licensed Lay Minister: Piers Northam.
The Dioceses of Makamba (Burundi), and The Episcopal Church in
South Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

Thu 20
“The Lord will never give you more than you can handle.” is a quote you will not
find in any Bible. Nevertheless, we can rely on Him not to overload us, and if He
calls us to something new it may mean letting go of something in order to fulfil His
will. As we become clearer about our call we also become acquainted with what
the Lord requires of us in terms of discipline and sacrifice to be one of
His disciples.

Tye Green (St Stephen) w Netteswell (St Andrew) Clergy: Darren McIndoe
(PIC), Christian Okeke (AC), Anne Keeble (A). Licensed Lay Minister:
Karen Swanton.

Hatfield Broad Oak (St Mary Vn) w Bush End (St John the Evangelist)
Clergy: Vacancy (V).
St Mary’s CE Primary School: Sonia Strickland (HT).
The Dioceses of Makueni (Kenya), The Murray (Australia), and The
Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain (Spain)

Fri 21

Hatfield Heath (Holy Trinity) w Sheering (St Mary Vn)
Clergy: Dawn Jewson (PIC).
Sheering CE Primary School: Lorna Brittaine (HT).
Staple Tye (St James) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
St James’ CE Primary School: Gina Bailey (HT).
The Dioceses of Makurdi (Nigeria) and Thika (Kenya)

Understanding and responding to our call, and we are all called, is very much
about exploring who, what, where and when. It also requires us to expect the
unexpected and not to shy away from it.
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February

Reimagining
Ministry - A
Day of Prayer

Sun 22

23 Feb 2020

This coming Wednesday is often called “Ash Wednesday” because of the
practice of many Christians to receive the sign of the cross in ash on their
foreheads at the beginning of Lent as a sign of penitence and renewal.
And whether that’s what happens in your church or not (and these days
our Bishops ash people on railway stations and in shopping centres!)
penitence and renewal are the key notes of this extraordinary season.
We are invited to get to grips with who we really are, warts and all, and
begin to understand that God both loves us completely as we are and
wants us to become the people he knows we could be.
The Dioceses of Malabar (South India), Thoothukudi-Nazareth
(South India), and Hanuato’o (Melanesia)

Bishop Stephen is inviting churches across the Diocese to join a Day
of Prayer on Sunday 23rd of February.

Sun 23

The Day of Prayer is being organised ahead of the March Diocesan Synod
where the funding and future of ministry will be discussed following
widespread consultation.
It currently costs us £22.1 million to support mission and ministry across
Essex and East London. The majority of this amount is funded through the
generosity of our parishes and we are immensely grateful for this faithful
giving. Alongside your giving we also received a subsidy from the National
Church of £3.1 million which we were able to pass on to parishes.

The Rt Revd Julio Murray Thompson, Primate

Mon 24 Fairtrade Fortnight begins
Nazeing (All Saints w St Giles) Clergy: Helen Gheorghiu Gould (PIC).

This subsidy is now disappearing which means:

Roydon (St Peter) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).

- Mission and Ministry will increasingly need to be funded at a local level.
- We must explore new patterns of ministry involving teams of ordained
and lay ministers working together across parishes. This is all part of the
reimagining of ministry that is central to Transforming Presence. We already
have wonderful breadth of self-supporting and lay ministry across the
diocese and we want to develop this further.
During the Day of Prayer we will be asking for God’s guidance as we embark
on this journey together. And we will be reflecting on how we identify and
take opportunities to grow as a church and grow in faith.
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You can find more information about Reimagining Ministry and
resources to support your prayers and reflection at
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/reimagining-ministry

The Sunday next before Lent
Fairtrade Fortnight starts tomorrow. Pray for fairness and justice in our
trading system globally, for fair prices for producers and a wide perspective
for consumers in the impact of their choices. Give thanks for the Fairtrade
Movement, and local initiatives in our diocese which highlight fair-trade
products and raise debate about economic justice for all.
Pray for the Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America,

The Dioceses of Malaita (Melanesia), Tirunelveli (South India),
and Harare (Central Africa)

Tue 25

Church Langley Clergy: Ann Kosla (V). Licensed Lay Minister: Lis Scott.
The Dioceses of Malakal (South Sudan), and Toamasina (Indian Ocean)

Wed 26 Ash Wednesday
The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Harlow.
The Dioceses of Malek (South Sudan), and Tohoku (Japan)
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February
Thu 27

Environmental and Climate Crisis:
a Christian Response
This Lent, the Bishops of our diocese
and Archdeacon Elizabeth Snowden,
Archdeacon of Chelmsford and Chair of
the Diocesan Environment Group, will
be presenting a series of lectures on the
topic of environment and creation.
The five week series covering the
themes of air, water, fire, earth and life
encourage us to reflect on our situation
and our calling to live distinctively
Christian lives in response to the
climate crisis.
Archdeacon Elizabeth said:
“Our attention has been drawn to the
environmental and climate crises with
the unprecedented destruction and
loss of species caused by the fires
in Australia. The sadness is that we
have ignored loss of land, extinction
of species and the resulting loss of

14

livelihood that has impacted some of the
most vulnerable people in such diverse
places as the Island States of the Pacific
and the countries of East Africa such
as Sudan, Kenya and Tanzania. We are
now hearing voices and calls for action
from those around us in our society.
“This course gives us time and space
for us to reflect and consider by looking
at what our tradition and our scriptures
have to say about God, creation, the
land and us. This can then help us to
prayerfully and positively respond to
the crises around us.”

George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633
The Deanery of Havering
Area Dean: Vacancy. Lay Chair: Lynne Bennett. Assistant Area Deans:
Amanda Keighley, Shaun Moore. Chaplains: Tim Coleman
(Barking, Havering & Redbridge Hospitals NHS Trust); Lara Dose
Romford Town Centre).
The Dioceses of Malek Rup (South Sudan), Tokyo (Japan), and Toliara
(Indian Ocean)

Fri 28

Cranham (All Saints) Clergy: Marion Williams (R).
The Dioceses of Malindi (Kenya), and Tonj (South Sudan)

Sat 29

The central theme in tomorrow’s readings is being with Christ in the
desert. Here, apart, Jesus stands exposed, tempted. In the beautiful
and challenging words of Maria Boulding: “Our desert place is any
place where we confront God.
It is the place of truth, but also of tenderness; the place of loneliness but
also of God’s closeness and care. The journey is precarious, but God is
faithful, even though our own fidelity is shaky.
In the place of hunger and poverty of spirit we are fed by the word of God,
as Jesus himself was in the desert.”
The Dioceses of Manchester (England), and Torit (South Sudan)

The lectures, which are free of
charge, will take place on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays throughout
Lent at St John’s Colchester, Chelmsford
Cathedral, Meadgate Church,
Chelmsford and St Paul’s, Stratford at
7.00pm – 9.00pm.

More information, including dates and venues, can be found at
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/lent-lectures-2020.
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Bishop Stephen to
become the next
Archbishop of York
In December 2019, it was announced that The Right
Reverend Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford,
had been nominated by Her Majesty the Queen as
the new Archbishop of York in succession to the Most
Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu.

Following the announcement Bishop
Stephen said: “I am humbled and excited
at the prospect of becoming the 98th
Archbishop of York.
“I will receive the baton from
Archbishop Sentamu. These aren’t just
big shoes to fill, but a big heart and a
big vision. However I am not daunted.
“Archbishop Sentamu and I have worked
together in mission on many occasions
and I hope to build on the work he has
pioneered.
“Working alongside the Archbishop of
Canterbury, I hope to help the church be
more joyful and more effective in sharing
the gospel and bringing hope and unity
to our nation.”
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The Most Reverend Justin Welby,
the Archbishop of Canterbury said:
“I am delighted that the Rt Revd
Stephen Cottrell has been nominated
to become Archbishop of York.
Archbishop Sentamu’s ministry has been
extraordinarily significant. In Bishop
Stephen there is a worthy successor.
“Personally, I know that he will be both
an encouraging and a challenging
colleague, and am sure that working
together we will be able to address
spiritually and practically the great
challenges facing our country, and
facing the Church of England.”
Archbishop Sentamu said: “Bishop
Stephen Cottrell has the Gospel in his
belly and a tiger in the tank!

“His nomination as my successor has
gladdened my heart and he can rely
on my prayers.”
The Right Reverend Peter Hill, Bishop
of Barking, added: “Over the past nine
years Stephen Cottrell has been a
transforming presence as Bishop of
Chelmsford within and beyond the
church. He has enhanced our Gospel
vision, prioritised mission and given
much pastoral heart to this gloriously
diverse diocese where he was born,
brought up and called to ministry.
“We in East London and Essex know
that he will be a wise, collaborative
and visionary Archbishop and will build
further on the great missional legacy
that Archbishop Sentamu hands on.”

A prayer following the
announcement of the
Archbishop of York
Designate
Generous God, we give you thanks:
you have heard our prayer,
guided your people and raised
up Stephen to serve as the next
Archbishop of York.
By your Holy Spirit, grant to him
good counsel, holy insight and
joy in the gospel, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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#LiveLent:
Care for God’s
Creation
#LiveLent: Care for God’s
Creation is the Church of England’s
Lent Campaign for 2020. With
weekly themes shaped around the
first Genesis account of creation,
it explores the urgent need for
humans to value and protect the
abundance God has created.
This year’s #LiveLent challenge
offers 40 short reflections and
suggested actions to help you,
your family and your church live
in greater harmony with God,
neighbour and nature.

March
Sun 1

Pray for the Iglesia Anglicana de Chile, The Most Revd Héctor (Tito)
Muñoz, Archbishop

Mon 2

You can sign up for daily email content or access the content via the
#LiveLent app. There will also be daily audio content for smart speakers and
on the Church of England website.
Your church can join in and share Lent stories and pictures on social media
using #LiveLent.

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672
Cranham Park (St Luke) Clergy: Michael Vickers (V), Jenny Heinink (AC),
Ken Perkins (AC), Christopher Cozier (A).
The Dioceses of Mandalay (Myanmar), and Toronto (Canada)

Tue 3

Gidea Park (St Michael) Clergy: Daniel Kirk (V).
The Dioceses of Manicaland (Central Africa), Toungoo (Myanmar),
and Hawaii (The Episcopal Church)

Wed 4

Ember Day
Harold Hill (St George) Clergy: Shaun Moore (V).

It has been inspired and informed by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2020
Lent Book, Saying Yes to Life by Ruth Valerio.
The #LiveLent booklet is available in two formats. The Adults’ edition offers
a daily Bible reading, a short reflection and an action. The Kids’
edition provides a daily challenge for children and their families.

First Sunday of Lent
Please pray for the success of the Bishop’s Lent Appeal this year;
that people may be moved to give generously to support the work of
Five Talents as they help people in Masabit, Kenya to be set free from
dependency and live more abundant lives. (See page 22)

Harold Hill (St Paul) and Noak Hill (St Thomas) Clergy: Russell Moul (V),
Martin Bailey (AC).
The Dioceses of Maper (South Sudan), and Trichy-Tanjore (India)

Thu 5

Harold Wood (St Peter)
Clergy: Robert Hudson (V), Richard Power (AC). Reader: Chris Knowles.
Our Link Diocese of Trinidad & Tobago (West Indies), The Rt Revd Claude
Berkley, Bishop,
ALSO The Dioceses of Mara (Tanzania), and Truro (England)

For more information visit www.churchofengland.org/lent
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“This Lent, we hope both adults & children might engage in God’s plea
for us to care for creation.” The Archbishops of Canterbury and York
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March
Fri 6

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Ember Day
Hornchurch (St Andrew) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Ken Wylie (AC),
Saffron Ryan (A).Reader: Carole Sherratt.
The Dioceses of Maralal (Kenya), and Tuam, Killala & Achonry (Ireland)

Sat 7

Pioneer Ministers begin work
at Beam Park
Beam Park is a large housing
development located in the London
Boroughs of Havering and Barking
and Dagenham. It is one of the areas
where there are plans for a new
church community.
Mark and Carolyn Gilmore began their
roles as are Lay Pioneer ministers at
Beam Park last spring.
Mark says: “Building started on Beam
Park at the end of May and we moved
into the area at the start of June, just
five minutes away. It’s both exciting
and frustrating to be in on something
from such an early stage.
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“Exciting to have the possibility of
being able to help shape an area
from the beginning as people move
in, frustrating as no one is moving in
until summer 2020. So we’re working
at building relationships locally and
finding our feet since our move
from Nottingham.”

Last year there were at least 3,000 documented cases of Christians
being killed simply for being Christians and the true figure is likely to be
far higher.

Mark has asked for prayers as he
and Carolyn work to develop a new
Christian community at Beam Park.
Please pray:
1. That we will be able to discern the
God given focus in these early days of
Beam Park and that God will teach us
to hold our nerve as we wait.
2. That we will continue to build good
relationships in both Havering and
Barking and Dagenham with existing
communities, other community
partners, Councils and the developers.

The Dioceses of Marathwada (North India), Twik East (South Sudan), and
Hereford (England)

Sun 8

The Second Sunday of Lent
Pray that we will daily continue to listen to God and look for his purpose in
our lives during this holy season of Lent.
PRAY for the Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo, The Most Revd
Zacharie Masimango Katanda, Archbishop

Mon 9

3. That we will be ready to give a good
and unforgettable welcome to the first
Beam Park residents as they arrive in
the summer.
The Beam Park Church Planting
project has been funded by the
Church Commissioners, and is part of
the diocese mission to plant 101 new
Christian communities.

Perpetua, Felicity and their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203
Ember Day
Perpetua and her companions are a remarkable group of early north
African martyrs. The account of their suffering and death is harrowing but
important, especially as we now live at a time when Christians across the
world are facing both direct and indirect persecution.

Hornchurch (Holy Cross) Clergy: Julian Patching (PIC).
Licensed Lay Minister: Donatus Nwobi.
Hornchurch (St Nicholas) [Elm Park] Clergy: Amanda Keighley (V),
Tom Keighley (AC), David Perry (A).
The Dioceses of Maridi (South Sudan), Udi (Nigeria), and Highveld
(Southern Africa)

Tue 10

Squirrels Heath (All Saints) [Ardleigh Green] Clergy: Chris Wragg (V).
North Ockenden (St Mary Magdalene) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).
The Dioceses of Ughelli (Nigeria), and Ho (West Africa)
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March
Wed 11

Rainham (St Helen & St Giles) w Wennington (St Mary & St Peter)
Clergy: Vacancy (V), David Stainer (AC).
Our Link Diocese of Marsabit (Kenya), The Rt Revd Daniel Qampicha,
Bishop, ALSO The Diocese of Ukhahlamba (Southern Africa)

Thu 12

South Hornchurch (St John & St Matthew) Clergy: Kevin Browning (V).
Collier Row (The Ascension) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).

Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2020
What prevents people from living
an abundant life? In many parts of the
world, access to food and water and
education are just some of the barriers.
Another barrier is dependency – that
sense that an individual can do
nothing without constant help from
another person.
This year’s Lent Appeal seeks to
help people in Marsabit in northern
Kenya discover that life can be more
abundant. Many people in this dry
and arid region live below the national
poverty line of less than £25 a month,
whilst climate change and scarcity
of water and pasture has left them
vulnerable to food insecurity. In
addition, only 28% of women and
47% of men are literate.
Chelmsford Diocese is partnering
with Five Talents, the Anglican
Communion’s microfinance charity
which provides savings schemes,
literacy, numeracy and business skills
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training for those in need in rural
eastern Africa. With your help, they will
be able to train twelve groups this year
across Marsabit in literacy, numeracy
and basic business skills.
This will enable these groups,
predominantly of women, to create
savings and loans co-operatives,
which will help them to become more
financially independent, develop
businesses and ensure that their
children can access education for
themselves. Five Talents will be
working closely with our link diocese
in Marsabit, and particularly the
Mother’s Union to achieve this goal.
This is a programme that has already
helped people in other parts of East
Africa to be set free from dependency,
and live a more abundant life.
Your donations will release the
people of Marsabit to live such a life
for themselves.

Find out more at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/lentappeal

The Dioceses of Maryland (The Episcopal Church), Ukwa (Nigeria),
and Umuahia (Nigeria)

Fri 13

Collier Row (The Good Shepherd) Clergy: David Hague (V), Keith Turner
(AC), David Harrigan (A). Licensed Lay Ministers: Kerry Shipley.
Licensed Lay Pioneer Minister: Marcus Giddy. Reader: Hosten Garraway.
The Dioceses of Masasi (Tanzania), and Upper Shire (Central Africa)

Sat 14

The daily readings for Holy Communion in Lent are one of the great
features of the church’s pattern each year. Today we have Micah 7.14-l5,
18-20 paired with Luke 15.1-3, 11-end. Micah speaks powerfully of God’s
compassion and steadfast love, who will blot out our sins and show us
marvelous things.
And then in response to the Pharisees taunt ‘This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them’ Jesus tells the parable of the lost son welcomed home.
Texts to travel with today and through the journey of Lent.
The Dioceses of Maseno East (Kenya), Upper South Carolina (The
Episcopal Church), and Hokkaido (Japan)

Sun 15

The Third Sunday of Lent
Pray for the staff of the Cathedral, the events to be held there and for all
those who will visit during the coming year. Give thanks, too, for all who
generously give of their time as volunteers.
PRAY for the Church of England, The Most Revd and Rt Hon. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury
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The Mission and
Stewardship
Advisor for the
Bradwell Area
Rt Revd Dr John Perumbalath,

March
Mon 16

Dame Tipping School: Kathryn Waters (HT).
The Dioceses of Maseno North (Kenya), Utah (The Episcopal Church)
and Honduras (The Episcopal Church)

Tue 17

Romford (St Augustine of Canterbury) Clergy: Martin Howse (V).

to announce the appointment of

The Dioceses of Maseno South (Kenya), Uyo (Nigeria), and Hong Kong
Island (Hong Kong)

Revd Canon Mike Power as the
Wed 18

for Bradwell Area.
Canon Mike spent most of his
pre-ordination life working in the
Theatre as an actor, director and then
producer. He was ordained deacon in
2012 and became vicar of St Edward
the Confessor, Romford in 2015, and
then in 2017 he was appointed Area
Dean of Havering.
He has managed to maintain his
interest in theatre and regularly visits
the West End to watch shows and
catch up with old friends.
Bishop John says:
“I am delighted that Mike Power will
be bringing his experience both in the
church and from the theatre industry
to this work.
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“Mike is passionate about reaching out
to communities with the good news of
Jesus Christ and has understanding of
the Church’s mission, stewardship and
governance and will be a great asset in
his new role in the Bradwell Area.”

Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, c.460
Romford (St Alban) Clergy: Roderick Hingley (V).

Bishop of Bradwell, is pleased

Mission and Stewardship Advisor

Collier Row (St James) w Havering-atte-Bower (St John Evn.)
Clergy: David Anderton (V), Alan Moss (A).

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, Teacher of the Faith, 386
Romford (St Andrew [& St Agnes]) Clergy: Lara Dose (R)
(also Romford Town Centre Chaplain)
The Dioceses of Maseno West (Kenya), and Valparaiso (Chile)

Thu 19

Joseph of Nazareth
Romford (St Edward the Confessor) Clergy: Vacancy (V),
Roger Clarke (A), Dan Barnes-Davies (A).
St Edward’s CE Academy: Jodie Hassan (HT).

Canon Mike added:

St Edward’s CE Primary School: Mr Chris Speller (HT).

“I have a real heart for mission and
I am very much looking forward to
journeying alongside the parishes
of the Bradwell Area in seeking to
make the transformative power of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ a reality
in this part of Essex.”

The Dioceses of Masindi-Kitara (Uganda), Vanuatu (Melanesia),
and Vermont (The Episcopal Church)

Fri 20

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687
Upminster (St Laurence) Clergy: Susannah Brasier (R), Roy Murray (AC).
The Dioceses of Massachusetts (The Episcopal Church), and Victoria
Nyanza (Tanzania)

Canon Mike will begin his new ministry
in February.
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March
Sat 21

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, Reformation Martyr, 1556
Thomas Cranmer’s remarkable contribution is the Book of Common
Prayer. But it is very easy for us to mistake its purpose.
Cranmer was a radical innovator. For the first time English Christians
addressed God as “thou” – the familiar term used for a close friend.
And if you pay attention to the detail, the book is all about evangelism and
discipleship. Cranmer says that the absolute minimum requirement for a
practicing Christian is to worship together twice a day, and in addition to
gather regularly to learn about their faith…
The Dioceses of Masvingo (Central Africa), Virgin Islands
(The Episcopal Church) and Hpa-an (Myanmar)

Sun 22

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday)
Pray for mothers everywhere, give thanks for their love and devotion,
and pray, too, for the work of the Mothers’ Union and the Women’s
Institute and all who work untiringly to maintain the values of the
home and family life.
PRAY for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, The Most Revd Paul Kwong,
Archbishop

Mon 23 The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Havering.
The Dioceses of Matabeleland (Central Africa), Virginia The Episcopal
Church), and Huron (Canada)

INVESTMENT FOR THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
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March
Tue 24

Represent your church on
Deanery Synod
The Deanery Synod is a way the Church
of England gives people at different
levels a chance to discuss key issues
relating to faith, ministry and church
organisation.
Elections of lay representatives to the
Deanery Synod happen every three
years and the next election will take
place at the Annual Parochial Church
Meetings in each parish this year.
Janet Wash, Ann Macklin and Judith
Dignum (pictured) are members of
Braintree Deanery Synod, representing
St Peter’s Church, Bocking.
Between them they have clocked up
over 15 years of Synod membership!
For them, Deanery Synod has given
them the opportunity to be involved with
planning for a new Mission and Ministry
Partnership (MMP) in their Deanery.
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Judith said: “We enjoy the opportunity
which the Synod offers for sharing of all
kinds – information, knowledge, talents,
ideas and fellowship. We like learning
about projects and plans in the Diocese
and beyond, and being able to influence
how these may work ‘on the ground’. It
has been exciting to be there at the start
of our MMP, to be part of the joint events
and working, making the most of our
diverse resources and abilities.
“We feel privileged to represent our
Church as part of a wider community
of faith. Deanery Synods need
committed people who care about the
future mission and engagement of the
Church. Anyone who fits this bill would
be very welcome – could it be you?”
If you are interested in standing as a
candidate please speak to your parish
priest or churchwardens.

Walter Hilton of Thurgarton, Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396
Paul Couturier, Priest, Ecumenist, 1953
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980
The Deanery of Newham
Area Dean: Dave Chesney. Lay Chair: Shirley Biro. Assistant Area Deans:
Cornelius Henry, Merrin Playle. Chaplains: Christopher Oladuji, Santou
Beurklian Carter (Barts Health NHS Trust), Tristan Alexander-Watts (Barts
Health NHS Trust, also Richard House Children’s Hospice), Stephen
Chandler (East London NHS Foundation Trust); Vacancy (London City
Airport).
The Dioceses of Matana (Burundi), Wad Medani (Sudan) and
Hyderabad (Pakistan)

Wed 25 The Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary
East Ham Holy Trinity Team Ministry (St Mary, St Bartholomew, St Alban
Upton Park, St Edmund) Clergy: Susan Lucas (TR), Quintin Peppiatt (TV),
Fred Ashford-Okai (AC), Ann Easter (AC) John King (A), Marco Filipe
Lopes (A).
East Ham (St George and St Ethelbert) Clergy: David Haokip (V).
The Dioceses of Matlosane [formerly Klerksdorp] (Southern Africa),
and Waiapu (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia)

Thu 26

Harriet Monsell, Founder of the Community of St John the Baptist, 1883
East Ham (St Paul) Clergy: Merrin Playle (V), Obi Chike (A).
Reader: Philip Burgess.
The Dioceses of Mauritius (Indian Ocean), Waikatu & Taranaki (Aotearoa
NZ & Polynesia), and Wangaratta (Australia)

Fri 27

Forest Gate (All Saints) Clergy: Jeremy Fraser (PIC), Milen Bennett (A).
Forest Gate (Emmanuel w St Peter Upton Cross) Clergy: Chigor Chike (V),
Prince Odoemena (A), Ajennie Subaran (A), Barnabas Matloob (CP).
The Dioceses of Mbaise (Nigeria) and Warri (Nigeria)
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March
Sat 28

Deaf Church ministry

opportunities for parents to come
together and share experiences,
while children can play and make
new friends.

A service with deaf people means you
need to be able to see clearly – faces,
gestures, British sign language, lips….
and then you can understand.

Coffee Stop is a deaf friendly café
run on alternate Tuesday mornings at
Widford Parish Centre. Students from
Chelmsford College, Learning Support
Department serve and wait tables and
people can drop in to enjoy a hot drink,
food and a chat.

Across the diocese there are many
people who work hard to interpret
services for deaf people. There are
services in Southend and Colchester
that have deaf people leading aspects
of worship, in their own language, and
in their own way.
In Colchester, Viv Whitfield runs
‘Beyond the Loop’, for people who
have become deafened over time and
find it a struggle to hear in a regular
church congregation. The group meets
once a month on Sunday afternoons
in people’s homes.
Come and Play, a group for families with
a child or member of the family who
is deaf, is held at Church of the Holy
Spirit, Widford on the first Saturday
in the month. The group provides
30

It’s easy to misunderstand some of the old words we use in Church and
“passion” here does not mean strong feelings but literally “being done to”.
And that’s exactly what happens to Jesus. He is handed over to “being
done to”. Particularly in the last 24 hours of his life he becomes the object
of mockery, scorn and physical abuse. His followers betray him or run
away. Even Peter denies that he ever knew him. And he dies the painful
death of a criminal.

The Deaf Church team at Revd
Stephanie Gillingham’s licensing

Being deaf is different. It means
seeing instead of hearing clearly.
It means noticing smells far quicker
and describing taste in such detail.

Look out for details of a new Sensory
Service, starting later this year. Plans
are also underway for signing the
worship and teaching sign language
at the 2020 Bradwell Pilgrimage.

And yet – as the centurion says out loud – it is precisely here that he is
most deeply revealed as God.
The Dioceses of Mbale (Uganda), Washington (The Episcopal Church),
also Ibadan, Ibadan North and Ibadan South (Nigeria)

Sun 29

Contact Revd Stephanie Gillingham,
the Diocese of Chelmsford’s Lead
Minister for the deaf and deafblind
text: 07906 184174 or e-mail:
deafminister@chelmsford.anglican.org.

The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins)
Father, help us to be like Christ your Son, who loved the world and died
for our salvation. Inspire us by his love, and guide us by his example.
Amen.
PRAY for The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, The Most Revd
James Richard Wong Yin Song, Archbishop

Mon 30 Forest Gate (St Mark) Clergy: Ben King (V).
Forest Gate (St Saviour and St James) Clergy: Cornelius Henry (R).
The Dioceses of Mbamili (Nigeria), Wau (South Sudan), and Ibba
(South Sudan)

Please pray for our ministry among
deaf and deafblind people.
For more information visit our website
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/faith-inaction/deaf-church or Facebook
@DeafChurchDioceseofChelmsford.

We are just about to begin the last two weeks of Lent, a kind of
mini-season sometimes known as “Passiontide”.

Tue 31

John Donne, Priest, Poet, 1631
Little Ilford (St Barnabas) Clergy: Revd Robert Ryan (V).
Manor Park [Little Ilford] (St Michael and All Angels, St Mary the Virgin
Clergy: Vacancy (R), Patrick Morrow (AC), Lee Taylor (A).
Our link Diocese of Mbeere (Kenya), The Rt Revd Moses Nthukah, Bishop
The Dioceses of Wellington (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia)
and Idah (Nigeria)
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NOTES:
Where parochial links are known to exist the names of overseas workers are placed immediately
after the appropriate parish. Further information concerning overseas dioceses, including the
names of bishops, is contained in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, available on their website
www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer.aspx
ABBREVIATIONS:
A Assistant Clergy; AAD Assistant Area Dean; AC Associate Priest/Minister; AD Area Dean;
AM Assistant Minister, AR Associate Rector; AV Associate Vicar; AYO Area Youth Officer, BMO
Bishop’s Mission Order; BP Bishop; CA Church Army; CIC Curate in Charge; CHP Chaplain; EVN
Evangelist; HT Head Teacher; LLM Licensed Lay Minister; MCD Minister of Conventional District;
MIC Minister in Charge; PEV Provincial Episcopal Visitor; PIC Priest in Charge; PP Public Preacher;
R Rector; RD Rural Dean; Rdes Rector designate; RDR Reader; PTO Permission to Officiate; RES
Residentiary Canon; Sr Sister, TM Team Ministry; TR Team Rector; TV Team Vicar; V Vicar; Vdes
Vicar designate; WDN Warden.
Follow our daily prayers on Twitter @chelmsdio #chelmsdio_cop and on our website
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray.
The contribution of Mrs Jenny Robinson to compiling the prayers in WE PRAY is
gratefully acknowledged.
CONTACT:
To contact us about the distribution of or items for WE PRAY, please email
wepray@chelmsford.anglican.org. To have WEPRAY delivered to your inbox, sign up to our
e-bulletin at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/media/e-bulletins.

The Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT
01245 294443 • Registered charity, No 249505

Sponsored by:
Investment for the Church of England. Supporting communities, touching lives. www.ccla.co.uk

32

