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August
Sat 1

Wait for the Lord; be strong and wait for the Lord (Psalm 27:14)
Both today’s readings – Jeremiah 26.11-16, 24 and Matthew 14.1-12 – invite
us to think about the prophetic role of the church. It is very easy for us to
think that the church is an institution that we have to feed – pouring all our
best energies inwards to keep the show on the road.
That is a particular temptation now as we continue to learn to live with the
impact of Covid-19. But the prophets – like Jeremiah, like John the Baptist
– show us that the church is fundamentally a community facing outwards in
love and prophetic service for others.

Lammas: Giving thanks for the
first wheat of the harvest
As farmers of the diocese embark on
their busy harvest season, Lammas
Day (or Loaf Mass Day) calls us to
pause to give thanks for the first
wheat of the harvest.

Blessed are you, Lord of all creation;

A few months ago, supermarket shelves
were devoid of flour. It was a reminder
that availability of basic food staples
shouldn’t be taken for granted.

It will become for us the bread of life.

Through your goodness we have this
bread to offer,

Sun 2

Which earth has given and human
hands have made.

When the first loaves of bread, made
from the wheat of this year’s harvest
are received at this year’s Lammas
services, we will be truly thankful.
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The Dioceses of Offa (Nigeria), Bolivia (South America) and
Karimnagar (South India)

Wheat production has been challenging
for our farmers this year. In addition
to the concerns surrounding the
Covid-19 pandemic, unseasonal
weather conditions have impacted
on growth and yields.

The Lammas Eucharist takes our
thanks to a deeper and holy level.
When I raise the Lammas loaf at the
altar, I will pause to savour a moment
of connection to the land.

Each bag of flour and loaf of bread
holds stories of commitment to
producing life-sustaining food. As the
Lammas bread is blessed, broken and
shared, Jesus draws us into another
story too.

I will inhale the fragrance of freshly
baked bread and relish the earthy
aroma of the first wheat of our harvest
before I join with priests throughout
the diocese in saying,

Through the humble piece of bread,
we receive the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ: God’s holy gift for God’s
holy people.

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls - Rural Adviser & Agricultural Chaplain

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Pray for the work of the Salvation Army, Herts. and Essex Division:
Major Norman Ord, Divisional Commander.
PRAY for the Bishops of the Anglican Communion across the world invited
to gather for the Lambeth Conference, now postponed until next year.

Mon 3

Mayland (St Barnabas) and Latchingdon (Christ Church) Clergy: Vacancy (R).
The Dioceses of Karnataka Central, Karnataka North and Karnataka South
(South India)

Tue 4

Jean-Baptiste Vianney, Curé d’Ars, Spiritual Guide, 1859
Althorne (St Andrew) and North Fambridge (Holy Trinity)
Clergy: Vacancy (R).Licensed Lay Minister: Hayley Rogers.
The Dioceses of Ogbaru (Nigeria), Bondo (Kenya) and
Kasai-Mbujimayi (Congo)

Wed 5

Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642
Dengie (St James) Clergy: Steven Poss (PIC).
The Dioceses of Ogbia (Nigeria), Bor (South Sudan)
and Umzimvubu (Southern Africa)

Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.
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August
Thu 6

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Maldon and Dengie.
The Dioceses of Ogbomoso (Nigeria), Botswana (Central Africa)
and Brandon (Canada)

Fri 7

John Mason Neale, Priest, Hymn Writer, 1866
The Deanery of Hadleigh
Area Dean: David Tudor. Assistant Area Dean: Ruth Cartwright.
Lay Chair: Ron McLernon.
The Dioceses of Ogoni (Nigeria), Brasilia (Brazil) and Brazzaville (Congo)

Sat 8

Opening the Doors
As lockdown restrictions are eased
our buildings are now beginning
to reopen.
This reopening will be a source of
great comfort and joy to many people,
including some who were not actively
part of a worshipping community prior
to lockdown.
The Church of England has developed
‘Opening the Doors’ - a simple set of
resources that churches can take
and make their own as they prepare
to reopen.
The resources are primarily invitational
and include artwork, posters, social
media graphics, invitations, and videos.
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These resources are available to
parishes through The Church Print
Hub (www.churchprinthub.org) and
the A Church Near You Resource Hub
(accessed by logging in to A Church
Near You account).
The aim of these resources is to help
every church to welcome and engage
the many who have engaged with
worship online as well as offering
care to those longer-standing
members of our congregations.
“Opening the Doors is an
encouragement to all our churches
to be prepared and enthused to invite
and include all the people of our
communities into our buildings,
and I welcome it most warmly.”
Archbishop Justin Welby.

Dominic, Priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221
Today’s readings invite us to think about the word “faith”. Habakkuk 1.12
– 2.4 ends with the powerful line “the righteous live by their faith” and
Matthew 17.14-20 recounts a healing by Jesus which the disciples “because
of your little faith”. When we use “faith” in daily life, we naturally take it to
mean “trust”. If I say, “I believe in you”, I do not mean that I believe that you
exist but that I trust you.
For some reason, when we use the word “faith” in worship and prayer, we
immediately assume it means things I believe about God. That is a real
misunderstanding – the primary meaning of the New Testament word we
translate “faith” IS “trust”. “I believe IN God” not about God. The God we
know in Jesus Christ invites us into a relationship of trust.
The Dioceses of Ogori-Magongo (Nigeria), Brechin (Scotland)
and Katakwa (Kenya)
The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Please pray for the work of the Leprosy Mission. Remember, too, the
people of those countries where leprosy is still a major problem today.
PRAY for the Province de L’Église Anglicane au Rwanda,
The Most Revd Laurent Mbanda, Archbishop

5

August
Mon 10

Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr. 258
Canvey Island TM: (St Nicholas, St Anne, St Katherine) Clergy: David Tudor
(TR), Marion Walford (TV), Terry Brown (A), Lesley McGlynn (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Trudy Arnold.
St Katherine’s School: Anne-Marie Taylor (HT).
The Dioceses of Ohaji/Egbema (Nigeria) and Brisbane (Australia)

Tue 11

Clare of Assisi, Founder of the Minoresses (Poor Clares), 1253
John Henry Newman, Priest, Tractarian, 1890
Eastwood (St Lawrence and All Saints)
Clergy: Kingsley Akwasi-Yeboah (PIC).
Eastwood (St David) Clergy: Paul Joyce (V).
The Dioceses of Ohio (The Episcopal Church), Bristol (England)
and Katanga (Congo)

Wed 12

Hadleigh (St Barnabas) Clergy: Ruth Cartwright (PIC), Christine Robinson
(AC), Jackie Turner (A).

Virtual End of Year Leavers Service
In July, the Diocese of Chelmsford
Education Team held our first virtual
end of year collective worship service
for all our church school families.
The service, which was premiered on
YouTube, was led by members of our
Education Team with contributions
from the Right Reverend Peter Hill,
Acting Bishop of Chelmsford, and most
importantly from our church schools.
Images and video clips where included
of children saying the Lord’s Prayer
and dancing to the iSingPOP song
‘We are One’.
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Many of our schools shared photos
of school bubbles watching the
service together.

The Dioceses of Oji River (Nigeria) and British Columbia (Canada)

Thu 13

Pictured is Miss French’s bubble
enjoying the virtual service at
Howbridge Church of England
Junior School.
The service is still available to watch
together with a selection of school
photos and videos on the Diocese
of Chelmsford Education website
www.cdbe.org.uk.

Hadleigh (St James the Less); also

Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down and Connor, Teacher of the Faith, 1667
Florence Nightingale, Nurse, Social Reformer, 1910
Octavia Hill, Social Reformer, 1912
Leigh-on-Sea (St Aidan) Clergy: Gordon Tarry (V). Reader: Wendy Thornhill.
Leigh-on-Sea (St Clement) Clergy: Clive Hillman (PIC);
Cherry Sandover (AC).
The Dioceses of Okene (Nigeria), Buhiga (Burundi) and Bujumbura (Burundi)

Fri 14

Maximilian Kolbe, Friar, Martyr, 1941
Leigh-on-Sea (St James the Great) Clergy: William Bulloch (V).
Leigh-on-Sea (St Margaret) Clergy: David Wylie (PIC).
St Michael’s School: James Mobbs (HT).
The Dioceses of Oke-Ogun (Nigeria) and Bukavu (Congo)
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August
Sat 15

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Today is one of the ancient feasts of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the
day that marks the end of the Second World War in Japan, often known
as VJ Day.
Both these commemorations are often forgotten – the first because some
Christians are still uncomfortable with Mary; the second because we think
too easily of VE Day as the end of the war, when of course it continued in
south east Asia and Japan.

Join in the Year of Pilgrimage
with Chelmsford Cathedral
When the Year of Pilgrimage was
designated by the Association of English
Cathedrals for 2020, they could not
have predicted that 2020 would be
defined by lack of movement, restriction
and confinement to homes.
Pilgrimage is about journey, spending
time in peace and listening to God. As
lockdown restrictions are easing, we can
share news of a new pilgrimage route in
celebration of the Year of Pilgrimage.
Winding through beautiful Essex
countryside and historic villages,
the pilgrimage route begins at The
Diocesan Retreat House, Pleshey and
ends at Chelmsford Cathedral. The 8.5
mile pilgrimage route was tested by
Cathedral staff on a very wet and windy
day in early March.
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The invitation is to hold them together – Mary, who sings of the world being
turned upside down by the birth of the child she is going to bear; and the
end of a vast conflict that invites us to live by different values for the future.
The Dioceses of Oke-Osun (Nigeria), Bukedi (Uganda) and Katsina (Nigeria)

Sun 16

Staring at Pleshey, the route is a
combination of paths along the Essex
Way and some tarmac path walking.
A map and videos of the route, together
with full instructions are available
to download from the Chelmsford
Cathedral website.
More pilgrimage ideas will be added to
this webpage throughout the summer.
The Cathedral Team would love to hear
your experiences and see your photos of
walking the route, please share them on
social media using #ChelmsfordPilgrim
and tagging @chelmsfordcathedral on
Facebook or @CCathedral on Twitter.

www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/2020-year-of-pilgrimage

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
Pray for the work of all Authorised Lay Preachers in our Diocese.
PRAY for the Scottish Episcopal Church
The Most Revd Mark Strange, Primus.

Mon 17

New Thundersley (St George) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Peter Hillman (AC).
The Dioceses of Okigwe, Okigwe North, Okigwe South and Kebbi (Nigeria)

Tue 18

South Benfleet (St Mary) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Licensed Lay Minister: Cathy Ranson
The Dioceses of Okinawa (Japan)and Bukuru (Nigeria)

Wed 19

Thundersley (St Peter, St Michael & All Angels)
Clergy: Andy Hudson (PIC). Licensed Lay Minister: Jan Kersey.
The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Hadleigh.
The Dioceses of Oklahoma (The Episcopal Church) and Bunbury (Australia)
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Over 1000 people share their views
to help identify our next Bishop
Thank you to everyone who took part
in and organised activity as part of the
diocesan consultation to help identify
the next Bishop of Chelmsford.

for primary aged children and
those who gave their views through
consultation activities in schools
and church youth groups.

There was a huge response with over
one thousand submissions received
from churches, individuals and other
community groups across Essex and
East London. More than one hundred
responses came from young people who
completed a specially designed survey

Responses from the consultation
have been used by the Vacancy in
See Committee, produce the Diocesan
Statement of Needs. This document
tells the story of the Diocese and
describes the role of the next
Bishop to potential candidates.

August
Thu 20

The Deanery of Southend
Area Dean: Jonathan Collis. Lay Chair: Linda Barnard.
Assistant Area Dean: Louise Williams.
Southend Healthcare NHS Trust: David Childs (Lead CHP).
The Dioceses of Okrika (Nigeria) and Bungoma (Uganda)

Fri 21

That is something we need to hear too – not because we can earn God’s
favour by our behaviour but because we can share the good news through
how we live.

Our representatives are:
• Canon Christine Horton
• Mr Evans Ofoajoku

• The Reverend Canon Paul Harcourt

• Miss Michelle Tackie

Our CNC representatives are encouraging people to get in touch to share their
views as well as to suggest potential candidates for the role. You can contact them
by emailing nextbishop@chelmsford.anglican.org.

In today’s first reading (Ezekiel 43.1-7) Ezekiel has a vision of the glory
of God returning to the Temple. In Ezekiel’s radical theology this is not
because the people have repented or because God thinks that they are
going to behave any better, but simply because God is sovereign.
So there is an invitation for us to trust God more deeply. In the Gospel
(Matthew 23.1-12) Jesus – a different kind of prophet – continues to
denounce religious hypocrisy.

The Vacancy in See Committee has also elected six of its members onto the Crown
Nominations Commission (CNC), the national body that will interview candidates and
ultimately nominate someone to be the next Bishop of Chelmsford to the Prime Minister
who, if he accepts, recommends that person to the Queen who makes the appointment.

• Canon Robert Hammond

North Shoebury (St Mary the Virgin)
Clergy: David Pierce (Lead Minister).
The Dioceses of Oleh (Nigeria) and Bunyoro-Kitara (Uganda)

Sat 22

• The Venerable Elwin Cockett

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, Teacher of the Faith, 1153
William and Catherine Booth, Founders of the Salvation Army, 1912
and 1890

The Dioceses of Kentucky (The Episcopal Church), Kericho (Kenya)
and Khartoum (Sudan)

Sun 23

The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Please pray for those in our Diocesan Registry: George Pulman, Chancellor;
Aiden Hargreaves-Smith, Registrar; Melanie Tucker, Registry Clerk.
PRAY for the Church of the Province of South East Asia,
The Most Revd Melter Tais, Archbishop.

To read the Statement of Needs and find out more about the process to identify the
next Bishop of Chelmsford visit www.chelmsford.anglican.org/our-next-bishop.
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August
Mon 24 Bartholomew the Apostle
Prittlewell (St Mary the Virgin) Clergy: Paul Mackay (V), Jacky Lindoe (A),
Bernard Noghiu (A).
Prittlewell School: Nicholas Booth (HT).
Prittlewell (St Luke) Clergy: Ben Drury (V).
The Dioceses of Kibondo (Tanzania), Kigali (Rwanda) and Kigeme (Rwanda)

Church ‘Seeding project’ bearing
fruit in Southend
With a nudge from the Holy Spirit, the
idea of revitalising the slightly run-down
Victorian church in a deprived area of
Southend-on-Sea became a reality for
Mother Cherry Sandover. Through prayer
and support from St Clement’s, Leighon-Sea and funding from the Church of
England’s Strategic Development Fund
the church ‘seeding project’ has begun
to grow.
Mother Cherry explains how the project
has developed:“After receiving funding,
we began our ‘seeding project’ using
the faithfulness of the small, elderly,
indigenous congregation of St Clement’s
as a ‘grow-bag’ for the kingdom and it
started to ‘bear fruit’.
“Six months later, at Christmas, we
knew we had something to offer the
community from the responses to our
specially designed Christmas card which
we delivered to every home, to the
successful ‘Queer Carols’ Service put on
by local Christian LGBTi+ group ‘Wild and
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Holy’ and an uplifting Ash Wednesday
when we offered ‘Ash to Go’ to passers-by.
On Ash Wednesday, we weren’t sure what
to expect. Then three young men walked
our way. The first chap I spoke to, didn’t
respond and just walked on past with his
mates. However, suddenly he turned and
shouted, ‘Alright darlin’, why not!’ With
that, his two mates joined in!
In one hour I ashed 30 people,
including a number of teenagers on
their way to classes! We also had so
many conversations.
“Of course, Covid-19 shut our doors
shortly afterwards, but we continue to
reach out with podcasts, emails and
postal deliveries. We are ready to get
our building work under way, so hope
to have a fresh and shiny church ready
when we open again.

Tue 25

Westcliff (St Peter) w St Cedd and the Saints of Essex
(The Bridgewater Drive Church);
also Prittlewell (St Stephen) Clergy: Colin Baldwin (PIC).
The Dioceses of Olo (South Sudan), Busan (Korea) and Kigezi (Uganda)

Wed 26 Southchurch (Holy Trinity) Clergy: Reid Humble (PIC).
Southchurch (Christ Church) Clergy: Simon Roscoe (V).
Readers: Elizabeth Butterworth, Sandra Evans.
The Dioceses of Olympia (The Episcopal Church) and Busoga (Uganda)

Thu 27

Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
Southend Team Ministry (St John the Baptist, St Mark, All Saints, St Alban
Westcliff) Clergy: Vacancy (TR), Neil Dalley (TV), Neil Paxton (TV),
Phyllis Owen (AC), Cherry Sandover (AC). Reader: Margaret Henning.
The Dioceses of Omu-Aran (Nigeria), Butare (Rwanda) and Butere (Kenya)

Fri 28

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, Teacher of the Faith, 430
South Shoebury (St Andrew w St Peter) Clergy: Louise Williams (R).
Licensed Lay Minister: Andy Clipsham.
The Dioceses of On the Lake (Nigeria) and Buye (Burundi)

“We have baptisms and wedding vow
renewals on hold; as well as new people
who want to help. The building is closed
but the seeds continue to be sown.”
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August
Sat 29

The Beheading of St John the Baptist
“Consider your own call”, says Paul in today’s first reading (1 Cor 1.26-end).
It is a fantastic phrase to spend some time with. We have all been through
a complex time, and indeed are still living with the impact of Covid-19.
That has given a real opportunity for many people across the world to do
precisely that: to consider our call. The word Paul uses for “consider”
here could just as well be translated “pay attention”.
As we move forward and seek to discern where we are being called, we
are invited to pay attention in four ways: to God, to ourselves, to those
immediately in our care, and to the networks and communities that shape
our lives.

St Alban’s by the Water
Lay Pioneer Minister at St Alban’s
Church in Westcliff -on-sea, Eleanor
King explains how lockdown and the
closure of church buildings led to the
creation of Beach Church – St Alban’s
by the Water.
Eleanor writes: “We are very lucky
to have more than a mile of sandy
beaches within our Parish.
When lockdown measures meant that
we were unable to worship together as
a community in the church building, we
started to think about other things that
might be possible in our local situation
- things that would also bring hope,
blessing and peace to others who may
not usually consider attending church.
“This has led to the creation of Beach
Church. Together with my own
14

household, we create a focus for
reflection and prayer on the beach,
from things like stones, seaweed,
driftwood, or sand - which are there
for others who use the beach to
engage with during the day which
we publicise though social media.
“We hope that as Beach Church
develops it will become one of the
101 New Christian Communities within
the diocese and will be an opportunity
for people to connect with God, with
each other, and with the world we
share, as part of a caring, prayerful
and inclusive community.”

The Dioceses of On the Niger (Nigeria), Byumba (Rwanda) and Kilmore,
Elphin & Ardagh (Ireland)

Sun 30

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
Please pray for the work of the Dean and Chapter in their daily work of
the administration of the Cathedral.
PRAY for the United Church of South India, The Most Revd Dharmaraj
Rasalam, Moderator.

Mon 31

Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 651
Thorpe Bay (St Augustine) Clergy: Jonathan Collis (AD, V).
The Dioceses of Kimberley & Kuruman (Southern Africa), Kindu (Congo)
and Kinkiizi (Uganda)

To find out more about the Beach
Church in Westcliff-on-Sea search
‘St Alban’s by the Water’ on Facebook.
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HOPE IN THE WILDERNESS:
Three Days of Reflections
A new range of resources have been developed by our Ministry and
Ministry Team to help us to reflect on the impact of Covid-19, of
lockdown and of the many ways in which ‘church’ has changed for
us in recent months.
Below are three days of reflections based on a new course – Hope
in the Wilderness – designed for parishes emerging from lockdown.
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/emergence
DAY 1: Hosea 2:14-15, Hosea 11:1-4, Jeremiah 2:1-3

DAY 2: Genesis 21:8-18

DAY 3: Genesis 21:19

I grew up in a bungalow in the country with a three-section
garden: the Vegetable Patch, the Lawn, the Wilderness. No
human hand tended the wilderness. Amphibians sheltered
under the nettles.

This is an uncomfortable story, because Hagar
and Ishmael are thrown out into the wilderness.
We don’t know how old Ishmael is, but he’s
young enough not to be able to fend for
himself. Hagar weeps. But God is listening.

Just then God opened her eyes. She looked. She saw a well
of water. She went to it and filled her canteen and gave the
boy a long, cool drink.

And in the Bible, the wilderness is a place of isolation,
danger and need. The People of God in the Old Testament
dreaded the wilderness. It was where Cain was sent as
a punishment, where Abram was a nomad, where the
Israelites wandered, moaning, for 40 years on their way
from Egypt to the Promised Land. It was where John the
Baptist was an uncomfortable voice, where Jesus met Evil.
And yet, when God looked back on the experience of
meeting the Israelites in the wilderness, it was almost idyllic
– like a honeymoon. In the Bible, wilderness, rather than a
holy building, is the place where God and people
are most likely to meet.
How was lockdown for you, and how like a wilderness was
it? What parts were or are painful, and did God meet you
there? Are there aspects of wilderness you’ll miss?
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And yet we read, not ‘God heard Hagar’, but
‘God heard the voice of the boy crying’. Ishmael
is calling. Our children are calling, praying,
crying out to God. The name Ishmael means
‘God is listening’.
God listens to children’s voices. More generally,
God listens to those in the wilderness, those
who rightly feel they’ve lost something vital
through coronavirus, and those who’ve been
outside the tent for a long time.
Whose stories is God asking you to listen to?
And what shape is your story of wilderness,
so far?

Hagar is desperate. She can see no escape from the
wilderness. Until God opens her eyes to what is already there.
A well of water; a source of life and a future that has gone
unnoticed because of her fear and hunger and torment.
Is God’s Spirit showing your parish something that will bring
life? The value…
*…of being less dependent on church buildings?
*…of living more lightly on the planet?
*…of keeping in touch with one another through conversations?
*…of gifts you never knew were there?
You may find Chagall’s picture of Hagar in the wilderness
helpful – search online for “Marc Chagall Hagar”. And you may
be able to join with others in the diocese who are taking the
course, which is based on a sermon by Vanessa Herrick, the
Archdeacon of Harlow, called Hope in the Wilderness.
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September
Tue 1

Giles of Provence, Hermit, c.710
Westcliff-on-Sea (St Andrew) Clergy: Paul Gambling (PIC).
Westcliff (St Michael & All Angels) Clergy: Tom Loh (PIC), Steven Collier
(AC), Michael Walker (A).
The Dioceses of Ondo (Nigeria), Calabar (Nigeria) and Kinshasa (Congo)

Wed 2

Westcliff-on-Sea (St Saviour) Clergy: Lee Mullen (V), Judith Wilkinson (AC).

St Saviour’s Westcliff-on-Sea is the
new home of Southend Foodbank
At the beginning of lockdown, the Trussell
Trust approached St. Saviour’s Church to
host the local foodbank.
The current venue had to close due to the
pandemic and there was considerable
urgency in finding a suitable location.
St. Saviour’s gladly obliged and the local
foodbank immediately commenced at
the Church Hall.
The first day of operations saw numerous
challenges, as the volunteers worked hard
to move location and work out how to
operate whist keeping both its users and
volunteers safe.
The foodbank operates through the
generosity of both the team of volunteers,
led by Mike and Jenny Write, from Elim
Church and the people of Westcliff who
donate supplies.
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You will find Revd Lee Mullen, Vicar at St
Saviour’s, busy receiving donations and
managing the queues at the foodbank.

Sadly, in Westcliff and many other areas,
the need is all too obvious. To meet the
increasing demands on the foodbank,
Revd Lee appealed for donations on
social media and the response has been
overwhelming.
Lee says: “Following the appeal, the
whole parish and community have come
together donating over twenty full bags
of groceries each week.
“I have been amazed by how generous
and thoughtful Westcliff folk of all
denominations and none have been.
Additionally, I have enjoyed numerous
conversations with both those who need
a little extra help and those who are
willing to offer a little extra. It has truly
been a unified, kingdom experience”.

The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901, 1942
The retired Clergy, Readers, and Lay Ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Southend.
The Dioceses of Ontario (Canada) and Calcutta (North India)

Thu 3

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of the Faith, 604
The Deanery of Thurrock
Area Dean: Darren Barlow. Lay Chair: Vacancy.
Assistant Area Dean: Dave Rollins.
The Dioceses of Ogbomoso (Nigeria) Caladonia (Canada)
and Calgary (Canada)

Fri 4

Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester (Oxon), Apostle of Wessex, 650
Mardyke Team Ministry: Aveley (St Michael) and Purfleet (St Stephen),
South Ockendon (St Nicholas) and Belhus Park (All Saints)
Clergy: Tara Frankland (TR), Peter Rabin (TV), Matt Drummond (TV).
Licensed Lay Minister: Henry Webster.
The Dioceses of Oregon (The Episcopal Church) and California
(The Episcopal Church)

The foodbank is now permanently
established at St. Saviour’s and
continues to serve its community.
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September
Sat 5

In today’s Gospel (Luke 6.1-5) Jesus is intentionally causing offence by
breaking the Sabbath. But he is trying to teach religious zealots a lesson:
that the Sabbath is intended to nourish human flourishing rather than
place burdens on us.
Sabbath is the one commandment that Christians have traditionally
ignored, and there is no such thing as a Christian “sabbath” as such.
However, Jesus’ words are equally for us – and invitation to see that if we
are serious about human flourishing, then we need un-agenda-ed time.
The Dioceses of Orlu (Nigeria), Cameroon (West Africa)
and Kirinyaga (Kenya)

Sun 6

Letters for creation
The Season of Creation is the period
in the annual church calendar, from 1
September to 4 October, dedicated to
God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.
The theme for the Season of Creation
2020 is Jubilee for the Earth. Jubilee is a
time of rest for the land from exploitation,
and to restore ecosystems and people.
The Church of England has pulled
together a range ideas and resources
to help parishes to celebrate whether
your church building is open or
remains closed.
The Season of Creation is a great time to
encourage children and young people
to take part in the Church of England’s
Letters for Creation project.
The project invites children and young
people under 30 to write letters reflecting
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on what caring for creation means to
them, and how they want their voice to be
heard in the climate justice conversation.
You can take part in the project from
home and the Letters’ don’t have to be
physical letters: videos, photographs,
poems, songs, posters and so on are all
welcome, and the ‘letter’ doesn’t have to
be addressed to anyone in particular.
Selected letters will be curated into an
exhibition that will be launched digitally
later this year, it is hoped that this will be
followed by a travelling exhibition that will
tour a number of UK cathedrals, COP26
(the UN’s climate change conference),
and the Lambeth Conference in 2021.
For more information, resources and to find
out how to take part, search ‘Letters for
creation’ on the Church of England website.

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Please pray for the work of the Essex Clergy Charity Corporation.
PRAY for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa,
The Most Revd Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop.

Mon 7

Chadwell (St Mary the Virgin) (Emmanuel) Clergy: Vacancy (R).
The Dioceses of Oru (Nigeria) and Canberra & Goulburn (Australia)

Tue 8

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Corringham (St Mary the Virgin) and Fobbing (St Michael)
Clergy: David Rollins (R), Wendy Mott (A), John Noddings (A).
East and West Tilbury (St Catherine) and Linford (St Francis)
Clergy: Michèle Marshall (PIC).
The Dioceses of Osaka (Japan) and Canterbury (England)

Wed 9

Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest, 1880
Grays Thurrock Team Ministry: Grays (St Peter & St Paul), Little Thurrock
(St Mary the Virgin), West Thurrock (St Clement), Chafford Hundred
(All Saints) Clergy: Darren Barlow (AD, TR), David Peterson (TV), Charlie
Kosla (TV), Tony Burford (AC), Suzanne Fryer (A), Cathy Hasler (A).
Reader: Cheryl Ramballi.
The Dioceses of Osun (Nigeria) and Cape Coast (West Africa)
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September
Thu 10

Grays North (St John the Evangelist) Clergy: Clive Russell (V).
Licensed Lay Minister: Marilyn Going.
The Dioceses of Osun North (Nigeria), Cape Town (Southern Africa)
and Carlisle (England)

Fri 11

Orsett (St Giles and All Saints) with Bulphan (St Mary the Virgin) and
Horndon-on-the-Hill (St Peter & St Paul) Clergy: Sue Mann (PIC),
Max Blake (AC).
Orsett School: Shelley Jones (HT).

Celebrating our CCS Graduates
Congratulations to our students
who recently completed our Course
in Christian Studies (CCS). Due to
coronavirus restrictions, the graduation
evening at Chelmsford Cathedral could
not go ahead as planned. Instead, the
graduates came together virtually on
Zoom for a celebration service led by
the Right Reverend Roger Morris, the
Bishop of Colchester.
During the service, local course leaders
presented their students with certificates
and students shared their experiences of
completing the course.
Gill Jones, a member of St Mary-at-Latton
Church, Harlow attended the CCS course
in Epping. Gill said: “During the last two
years, I have certainly grown deeper in
faith and gained a closer relationship with

God. The CCS course has enabled me to
gain a tremendous amount of knowledge
about God, the Bible and the Christian
faith. Many of my burning questions have
been answered!

Horndon-on-the-Hill School: Mrs D. Bradley (Interim HT).
The Dioceses of Osun North East (Nigeria) and Cashel & Ossory (Ireland)

Sat 12

“This course has given me a firm
foundation on which I can continue
to study independently, to gain more
knowledge and grow even deeper in faith
and confidence, thereby enabling me to
play my part more fully in God’s mission.”
CCS is a two-year foundation course
exploring the Christian faith with other
learners, delivered weekly in local
centres around the diocese or the
course can be accessed online.
Graduates from the course are
presented with a Bishop’s Certificate.

The course starts each September. If you are interested in joining the 2020 intake
please email Diane Hardy – dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org by the end of August.
Find out more about CCS at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ccs.
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Bulphan School: Sally Finch (Head of School).

The CCS celebration service is available to watch on the Diocese of Chelmsford
YouTube Channel - www.youtube.com/user/chelmsforddiocese.

Jesus uses startling images to get his message across, and today (Luke
6.43-end) he takes a fantastic image straight from daily life: the house
built on rock and the house built on sand. Many of us live in communities
surrounded by building sites. From where this is being written you can
hear and see three huge cranes in operation now!
A modern version of this parable might begin by reminding us that the
average depth for the foundations of a modern house is 200 mm (less than
8 inches). That is quite a challenging metaphor. There are huge temptations
to live life at a very superficial level, and Coronavirus has made that clear in
surprising ways. Jesus invites us to “launch out into the deep” (Luke 5.4) –
both with God and with our neighbour.
The Dioceses of Ottowa (Canada) and Central Buganda (Uganda)

Sun 13

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity: Today is Education Sunday
Lord God, we thank you for the education we have received from teachers
and schools, from colleges, academies and universities, from parents and
friends. Help us to support those who work in education, especially with
the difficulties they have faced over the past months.
We appreciate the important job that they do in shaping the future
of our world and remember them in our prayers.
PRAY for The Anglican Church of South America,
The Most Revd Gregory James Venables, Presiding Bishop.
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Inspirational fundraiser
from St Gabriel’s raises
thousands for The
Children’s Society

Mon 14

Holy Cross Day
Stanford-le-Hope (St Margaret) w Mucking (St John the Baptist)
Clergy: Vacancy (R).
The Dioceses of Otukpo (Nigeria), Central Busoga (Uganda) and
Kisangani (Congo)

Tue 15

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258
Stifford (St Mary and St Cedd) Clergy: Andy Higgs (R).
The Dioceses of Owerri (Nigeria), Central Ecuador (The Episcopal Church)
and Kita Kanto (Japan)

An inspirational fundraiser from St
Gabriel’s Church in Pitsea is set to make
a difference to the lives of disadvantaged
children after raising thousands of
pounds for The Children’s Society, a
charity that provides a range of direct and
practical support to make a difference to
the lives of children and young people.
Emily Marlton has been busy during
lockdown, holding online auctions and
has raised an incredible £6,244 through
her virtual fundraising.
Snooker fan Emily has been auctioning
off memorabilia kindly donated by
players and asking friends and family to
donate to her JustGiving page to raise
funds in for the charity.
Emily said: ‘I was given a charity box
from the church to put all my spare
change in for the Children’s Society,
but I thought I’d go one step further’
The Rector of Pitsea with Nevendon,
Revd Simon Law said, “Emily and her
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family are a fantastic support and
encouragement to the Church, both
before and during lockdown.
“They are committed and want to serve
the Lord as best they can – especially
if it involves helping children. When
Covid-19 is over, we are going to create a
fundraising committee and appoint Emily
as its Chair!”
Hannah Ratcliffe, Relationship Manager
for the Children’s Society in the East of
England said: “The Children’s Society
have a number of services in Essex
directly supporting children and young
people.
“We are incredibly grateful to supporters
like Emily for fundraising on our behalf
and thankful to Revd Simon and the team
at St Gabriel’s. This incredible donation
will allow us to continue our vital work.”

Wed 16

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, c.432
Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, 1882
Tilbury Docks (St John the Baptist) Clergy: Tim Codling (V).
The Dioceses of Owo (Nigeria) and Central Florida (The Episcopal Church)

Thu 17

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179
Pray for all retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and
work in the Deanery of Thurrock.
The Dioceses of Oxford (England), Central Gulf Coast (The Episcopal
Church) and Central Melanesia (Melanesia)

Fri 18

The Deanery of Rochford
Area Dean: Nick Rowan. Lay Chair: Lynda Edmunds.
The Dioceses of Oyo (Nigeria) and Central New York
(The Episcopal Church)

Find out more about The Children’s
Society www.childrenssociety.org.uk.

Rev Simon is pictured with Emily’s cheque for The Children’s Society.

25

September
Sat 19

But today the small commemoration of Theodore of Tarsus is worth a
moment for reflection: a Greek travelling west because of the rise of
Islam finds himself in his 60s unexpectedly appointed Archbishop of
Canterbury, in a country he had never visited. And here he presides over
one of the great flowerings of Christian thought and prayer.

Christian Kitchen supports the
homeless in Waltham Forest
St Michael and All Angels church in
Walthamstow is home to the Christian
Kitchen – a charity which provides
hot meals for homeless people in
Waltham Forest.
When the charity was in urgent need
of new premises to prepare food, the
church offered the use of the kitchen
in the church hall and the Christian Kitchen
has operated from the Walthamstow
church for the last 3 years.
The Christian Kitchen was founded
26 years ago as an ecumenical project.
The Nationwide Building Society and
Stagecoach send teams of volunteers
to help and local supermarkets donate
supplies. The project operates 365 days
a year. Every night the catering van makes
its way to the top of Walthamstow Market
and feeds an average of 50 people.
Before lockdown, people could sit down
at tables at the Mission Grove car park
site to eat their meals.
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Whatever stage or age we are at, it is always worth being ready for the
second journey.

Since lockdown, meals are pre-packed
and distributed in foil containers; to
comply with physical distancing rules
and there is no sitting area.
Additional meals are being prepared for
homeless people who are under Covid-19
safety measures and have taken up
temporary accommodation at a local hotel.

The Dioceses of Pacong (South Sudan), Central Newfoundland (Canada)
and Kitale (Kenya)

Sun 20

The seating area gave volunteers a
chance to chat with people, find out
about their circumstances and give them
practical advice on where to get help.
It is very much hoped that at the end of
lockdown it will be possible to reinstate
this ministry, as it can be a real lifeline for
homeless people in the community.
Churchwarden, Glynne Williams, says:
“St. Michael and All Angels are proud to
host Christian Kitchen in our church hall
and are very glad to give such practical
help in feeding the hungry in our borough,
especially in these difficult times.”

To find out more about the Christian Kitchen visit www.christiankitchen.co.uk.

Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690
The Church of England takes quite a gentle line on saints – after all the
New Testament just uses the word “saint” to mean a worshipping member
of the Christian community. Heroes – as our time knows too well – almost
always have clay feet.

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Peacemaking Sunday (Tomorrow is the UN International Day of Peace):
O God, who would fold both heaven and earth in a single peace: let the
design of thy great love lighten upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows:
and give peace to thy Church, peace among nations, peace in our
dwellings, and peace in our hearts: through thy Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen. (Church of England website)
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in the Religious Society of
Friends.
PRAY for the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan,
The Most Revd Justin Badi Arama, Archbishop.

Mon 21

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Ashingdon (St Andrew) w South Fambridge (All Saints), Canewdon
(St Nicholas) and Paglesham (St Peter) Clergy: Ernie Guest (PIC),
Gary Edwards (A).
Canewdon CE Primary School: Sam Willis (Acting Exec. HT).
The Dioceses of Kitego (Tanzania), Kitgum (Uganda) and Kitui (Kenya)
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Focus on Estates
Within the Diocese of Chelmsford there are
over a hundred parishes with significant
amounts of social housing. Some of our
church buildings are on estates and in
other parishes estates form a large part of
the parish population.
The history of estates in the diocese is of
London moving out into Essex. The 1919
Housing Act allowed the London County
Council to build outside their boundary
and the Becontree Estate was built in
Dagenham. At the time, this was the largest
public housing estate in the world.

Tue 22
Post-war the growth of large estates
continued in Hainault, Debden, Harlow and
Basildon. Over time, these estates have
changed but statistics show they are still
areas of great social need.
The Church has often struggled on estates.
National networks, such as the National
Estate Churches Network (NECN) and an
Estates Evangelism Task Group, have been
created to support estates ministry.
The Chelmsford Diocese Estate Churches
Network is linked to the NECN.

Hawkwell (St Mary and Emmanuel) Clergy: Nick Rowan (PIC).
The Dioceses of Panama (Central America), Central Pennsylvania
(The Episcopal Church) and Kivu (Rwanda)

Wed 23 Ember Day
Hockley (St Peter & St Paul) Clergy: Kenneth Havey (PIC).
The Dioceses of Pankshin (Nigeria) and CentralPhilippines (Philippines)

Thu 24

Rawreth (St Nicholas) Clergy: Richard Jordan (PIC), Brenda Wallace (AC).
Rawreth School: Sam Willis ( Acting Exec. HT).
The Dioceses of Panyana Area (South Sudan), Central Solomons
(Melanesia) and Central Tanganyika (Tanzania)

Fri 25

Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, Spiritual Writer, 1626
Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic Reformer,
Teacher of the Faith, 1392
Ember Day
Rayleigh Team Ministry (Holy Trinity, St Michael, Grovewood Church)
Clergy: David Oxtoby (TR), Tracy Marlow (TV), Tracy Nutter (AC).
The Diocese of Central Zambia (Central Africa)

Sat 26
Our Estates Network recently came
together for a virtual conference on the
theme of ‘Growing the Estate Church’.
Presentations were circulated by email
to lay workers and clergy in estate
parishes in the diocese.

Please pray for clergy and parishes in the
diocese with social housing estates, as
they work to proclaim the Good News of
Jesus in situations which are often very
challenging, and where the church has
historically been weak.

Participants shared experience and
stories of growth on the estates across
Essex and East London.

Pray for wisdom and guidance for church
Leaders, resilience in tough situations, and
a deep understanding of the challenges by
those at the centre of decision-making.

Prayer, local partnerships and hosting
community events are some of the ways
churches have grown sustainably to
meet local needs.
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If you minister on a social housing estate
and you’re not linked into the diocesan
Estate Churches Network, email Carol
Richards - c.richards475@btinternet.com.

Wilson Carlisle, Founder of the Church Army, 1942
Ember Day
Today’s first reading is Ecclesiastes 11.9 – 12.8. Ecclesiastes is often
seen as a miserable book. “Vanity of vanities…” but in reality it is one
of the most deeply human books in the Old Testament. It is part of the
“Writings”, the third part of the Hebrew Bible. That sits along side the
Law (the Torah) and the Prophets (giving their commentary on what
will happen if the nation disregards the Law).
The Writings are much more personal and invite us to reflect on what the
Law means to us in our daily lives. And that’s exactly where Ecclesiastes
fits it. It invites us to recognise the human condition and its constraints as
it is, and to yet live our lives fully, not anxious and not carried away by the
false glamour of celebrity.
The Dioceses of Paraguay (South America), Central Zimbabwe (Central
Africa) and Kobe (Japan)
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September
Sun 27

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Give thanks for the work and ministries of our hospices who bring
comfort and relief to patients and families in times of physical and
spiritual need and stress.
Pray for all hospice chaplains.
PRAY for the Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan,
The Most Revd Ezekiel Kumir Kondo, Archbishop.

Mon 28 The Roach Parishes TM: Rochford (St Andrew) and Sutton (All Saints)
w Shopland (St Andrew); Barling Magna (All Saints) w Little Wakering
(St Mary the Virgin); Great Wakering (St Nicholas); and Foulness
Clergy: Kim Lepley (R), Sharon Guest (TV).
The Dioceses of Patna (North India) and Chandigarh (North India)

Tue 29

Michael and All Angels
Stambridge (St Mary and All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).
Reader: Sandra Parker.
The Dioceses of Pelotas (Brazil) and Chelmsford (England)

Wed 30 Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher of the Faith, 420
Rettendon (All Saints) and Hullbridge (St Thomas of Canterbury)
Clergy: Richard Jordan (PIC), Susan Adams (AC), Brenda Wallace (AC).
Pray for all retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and
work in the Deanery of Rochford.
The Dioceses of Pennsylvania (The Episcopal Church)
and Chester (England)
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NOTES:
Where parochial links are known to exist the names of overseas workers are placed immediately
after the appropriate parish. Further information concerning overseas dioceses, including the
names of bishops, is contained in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, available on their website
www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer.aspx
ABBREVIATIONS:
A Assistant Clergy; AAD Assistant Area Dean; AC Associate Priest/Minister; AD Area Dean;
AM Assistant Minister, AR Associate Rector; AV Associate Vicar; AYO Area Youth Officer, BMO
Bishop’s Mission Order; BP Bishop; CA Church Army; CIC Curate in Charge; CHP Chaplain; EVN
Evangelist; HT Head Teacher; LLM Licensed Lay Minister; MCD Minister of Conventional District;
MIC Minister in Charge; PEV Provincial Episcopal Visitor; PIC Priest in Charge; PP Public Preacher;
R Rector; RD Rural Dean; Rdes Rector designate; RDR Reader; PTO Permission to Officiate; RES
Residentiary Canon; Sr Sister, TM Team Ministry; TR Team Rector; TV Team Vicar; V Vicar; Vdes
Vicar designate; WDN Warden.
Follow our daily prayers on Twitter @chelmsdio #chelmsdio_cop and on our website
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray.
The contribution of Mrs Jenny Robinson to compiling the prayers in WE PRAY is
gratefully acknowledged.
CONTACT:
To contact us about the distribution of or items for WE PRAY, please email
wepray@chelmsford.anglican.org. To have WEPRAY delivered to your inbox, sign up to our
e-bulletin at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/media/e-bulletins.

The Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT
01245 294443 • Registered charity, No 249505

Sponsored by:
Investment for the Church of England. Supporting communities, touching lives. www.ccla.co.uk
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