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Mon 1

Tue 2

Wed 3

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 
Philippians 4:6

Brigid, Abbess of Kildare, c.525
The Deanery of Epping Forest & Ongar continued…
Fyfield (St Nicholas), Moreton (St Mary Vn), Bobbingworth (St Germain) & 
Willingale (St Christopher) w Shellow and Berners Roding
Clergy: Christine Hawkins (PIC).  

Dr Walker’s CE Primary School: Llewellan Lawson (HT).

Moreton CE Primary School: Nikki Batt (HT).

The Diocese of All Saints Cathedral - The Anglican Church of Kenya

High Laver (All Saints) w Magdalen Laver (St Mary Magdalene) w Little Laver 
(St Mary Vn) and Matching (St Mary Vn) w Matching Green (St Edmund)
Clergy: Christine Hawkins (PIC).

Matching Green CE Primary School: Amy Wareham (HT).

The Diocese of Aluakluak - The Province of the Episcopal Church 
of South Sudan

Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark & Sweden, 865
High Ongar (St Mary) w Norton Mandeville (All Saints)  
Clergy: Stuart Gibbs (PIC).

The Diocese of Amazônia - Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil

Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189
North Weald (St Andrew) Clergy: Lee Batson (PIC).
St Andrew’s CE Primary School: Katie Henson (HT).

The Diocese of Amichi - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

The retired clergy, Readers, and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Epping Forest and Ongar.

The Diocese of Amritsar – The (United) Church of North India

Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.

February

Thu 4

Fri 5

Generous God, Generous Disciples is 
the Diocese of Chelmsford’s Stewardship 
Initiative that launched at the start of 
Advent last year.

Webinar Programme

We are currently running a series of 
webinars to support stewardship in our 
parishes and worshiping communities. 

The webinars, delivered by Zoom 
provide advice and guidance on  
practical matters such as the Parish 
Giving Scheme as well as more reflective 
matters such as the relationship  
between giving and discipleship. 

You can register for the webinars on 
our Generous God, Generous Disciples 
webpage, which also hosts recordings 
of previous webinars.

Lent Bible Studies

Throughout Lent we will be hosting a 
series of bible studies on the theme 
of stewardship and giving. The bible 
studies will take place on Zoom providing 
an opportunity for people to meet and 
study from across the diocese. 

Videos and resources will also be made 
available on our website so parishes can 
organise their own bible studies.

Further details about Generous God, Generous Disciples including 
the webinar programme and bible studies can be found at 

www.chelmsford.anglican.org/generous-disciples
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Sat 6 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597
Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, 1952

The Bible knows absolutely nothing of a division between sacred and 
secular. In God’s eyes everything is holy. The world is the arena of God’s 
activity. Michel Quoist, one of the great spiritual writers of the 20th century 
put it this way in his extraordinary meditation: “I would like to rise very 
high, Lord”. 

The heart of it is the line “I would understand that nothing is secular, neither 
things, nor people, nor events, but that, on the contrary, everything has 
been made sacred in its origin by God”.

The Diocese of Andaman & Car Nicobar Islands - The (United) Church  
of North India

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT  
Thank God for our Diocesan links with other parts of the world.  
Pray for understanding and love between all people of faith.

PRAY for The Anglican Church of Burundi

The Deanery of Harlow
Area Dean: Martin Harris.  Lay Chair: John Winterbotham. 
Chaplains: Christian Okeke and Gillian Newman (Princess Alexandra 
Hospital NHS Trust). Pioneer Missioner: Jokey Poyntz.

The Diocese of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane -  
The Scottish Episcopal Church

Great Hallingbury (St Giles) & Little Hallingbury (St Mary Vn)
Clergy: David Herrick (PIC), Dawn Jewson (AC).  
Licensed Lay Minister: Caroline Harding.

Little Hallingbury CE Primary School: Sonia Strickland (HT).

The Anglican Missionary District - Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil

Scholastica, sister of Benedict, Abbess of Plombariola, c.543
Harlow (St Mary & St Hugh w St John the Baptist) Clergy: Sarah Swift (V).

Harlow Churchgate CE Primary School: Jonathan Tye (HT).

The Diocese of Angola - The Anglican Church of South Africa

February

Wed 10

Sun 7

Mon 8

Tue 9

#LiveLent: God’s Story, Our Story is the 
Church of England’s Lent campaign for 
2021. This year’s campaign invites each 
of us to reflect on our own story of God 
and how we might share it through 
our everyday lives as part of our 
Christian witness. 

There are a range of resources to 
accompany the campaign including 
a booklet of 40 bible passages, short 
reflections and actions to help you, your 
family and your church take a fresh look 
at evangelism and reflect on how we can 
share the good news of God’s love with 
others in our daily lives. 

Each of the reflections are drawn 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Lent Book for 2021, Living His Story: 
Revealing the extraordinary love of God 
in ordinary ways by Hannah Steele. 

In the forward of the booklet, 
Archbishops Justin and Stephen write: 
“As Christians we have been given the 
most wonderful story of all.

The invitation of this year’s #LiveLent 
to all of us is to participate in God’s 
Story. To make it so much part of our 
own stories that our own lives become 
impossible to understand without it. 

And then to be tellers of this story, and 
the change it has brought to us, to those 
who fear all they will ever have is their 
own drama.”

You can sign up for daily email content 
or access the content via the #LiveLent 
app. There will also be daily audio 
content for smart speakers and the daily 
reflections will be shared on the Church 
of England’s social media platforms. 

Your church can join in and share Lent 
stories and pictures on social media 
using #LiveLent.  

Resources will be available at 
chelmsford.anglican.org, from early 
February and will include courses, 
bible studies and online worship.
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Harlow (St Mary Magdalene)
Clergy: James Rodley (V), Garry Neave (AC).

The Diocese of Ankole - The Church of the Province of Uganda

Harlow Town Centre (St Paul w St Mary), Little Parndon TM
Clergy: Martin Harris (AD, TR), Jokey Poynz (TV),  
Nathan Joss-Pothen (A). Reader: Peter Smith.

The Diocese of North Ankole - The Church of the Province of Uganda

But gratitude points us outwards towards others. It has the capacity to 
spring the trap of the self. Like love, gratitude always reaches out. 

In the same way, the thanksgiving that we offer as a Christian community 
to the God who comes to us in Jesus is always a gift for sharing, the energy 
that powers our generosity, and the grace that enables us to love as Christ 
has loved us. 

In the present context, gratitude is also the response that will draw from us 
a vision for the future. 

The Diocese of Northwest Ankole- The Church of the Province of Uganda

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT  
Racial Justice Sunday: Today is an opportunity to reflect on the importance 
of racial justice, to give thanks for human diversity, and pray for an end 
to misunderstanding, racism and injustice.  Pray too for the work of the 
Minority Ethnic Anglican Concerns Group. 

PRAY for the Anglican Church of Canada

Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden, 1045
Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of SPCK and SPG , 1730
Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977

Great Parndon (St Mary) Clergy: Richard Attew (PIC).

The Diocese of South Ankole - The Church of the Province of Uganda

Sun 14

Thu 11

Fri 12

Sat 13

Mon 15

February

Prior to the first lock down in March 
last year a Church Plant in Debden 
successfully acquired premises on the 
local high street to use as a community 
hub and worship space. 

Pioneer Curate, at St John’s-on-the-
Broadway, Revd Sam Maginnis, gives us 
an up update on their ministry throughout 
the pandemic, how they are responding 
to the needs of residents on the Debden 
estate and their plans for the future. 

Sam writes: “Following a quiet period in 
the wake of the first national lockdown we 
set about fixing up our new community 
hub ‘St John’s-on-the-Broadway’, based 
in a former shop on Debden’s main 
commercial street. 

“The hub was ready for use in September, 
and since then our partners at Epping 
Forest Foodbank have been using it  
as a food storage and distribution  
centre, open to local residents every 
Saturday morning. 

“We have also started developing our 
‘Debden Youth’ ministry at the hub, 
beginning with handing out free hot 
chocolate to young people walking home 

from school, which has helped 
spread word of our plans among 
children and parents and brought lots 
of return customers! 

“After the November lockdown we were 
able to hold a couple of drop-in youth 
sessions at the hub with crafts and 
games and space to socialise.

“In short, we are hopeful for the future! 
We are now considering how we can 
safely continue some detached youth 
work during the current lockdown.  
We’re talking to the local Citizens Advice 
about providing advice and support 
services  at the hub. 

“Alongside this, simply being at the 
hub and on the Broadway has alerted 
residents and local traders to our 
presence, and these conversations 
continue to shape our thoughts on how 
else we should be serving the people of 
Debden in these challenging times.

“Please pray for the work of these projects, 
for the people of Debden as they continue 
to face the effects of the pandemic, and for 
us as we continue to discern our ministry 
and witness in this place.”

St John’s-on-the-Broadway
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Tye Green (St Stephen) w Netteswell (St Andrew)
Clergy: Darren McIndoe (PIC), Christian Okeke (AC), Anne Keeble (A). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Karen Swanton.

William Martin CE Infant & Nursery School: Gina Bailey (HT).

William Martin CE Junior School: Gina Bailey (HT).

The Diocese of West Ankole - The Church of the Province of Uganda

Ash Wednesday
Latton (St Mary) Clergy: Lynn Hurry (V), Malcolm Green (A), Beth Joss-
Pothen. Licensed Lay Minister: Piers Northam.

The Diocese of Antananarivo - The Church of the Province of 
the Indian Ocean

Hatfield Broad Oak (St Mary Vn) w Bush End (St John the Evangelist)
Clergy: Revd Dawn Jewson (PIC), David Herrick (AC).

St Mary’s CE Primary School: Sonia Strickland ( Exec. HT).

The Diocese of Antsiranana - The Church of the Province of the 
Indian Ocean

Hatfield Heath (Holy Trinity) w Sheering (St Mary Vn)
Clergy: Dawn Jewson (PIC), David Herrick (AC).

Sheering CE Primary School: Lorna Brittaine (HT).

Staple Tye (St James) Clergy: Christian Okeke (PIC).

St James’ CE Primary School: Gina Bailey (HT).

The Diocese of Araucania - Iglesia Anglicana de Chile

The economist, and former governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney, 
called one of his recent Reith Lectures “How We Get What We Value”. He 
made the point strongly that if we only value things that we can put a price 
on, we are going to miss most of the important things about being human, 
the most important things that make life worth living. 

Love, friendship, laughter, awe and wonder at the beauty of an unexpected 
snow fall or dawn breaking.

The Diocese of The Arctic - The Anglican Church of Canada

Fri 19

Tue 16

Wed 17

Thu 18

Sat 20

February

This Lent Chelmsford Cathedral warmly 
invites you to join in online as we journey 
through Lent together at home.

Alongside the usual pattern of livestreamed 
Morning and Evening Prayer (7.45am and 
5.15pm), and Sunday Eucharist 10.30am, a 
pre-recorded service of compline will be 
available every Friday evening. 

If you haven’t tried compline before, it is a 
short, beautiful, meditative, sung, candle lit 
service. On Sundays at 3.30pm a service 
of music and words will be broadcast on 
Facebook and YouTube at 3.30pm. 

Following the popular organ recitals for 
Advent, Cathedral musicians James Davy 
and Hilary Punnett will be giving organ 
recitals during Lent. Details including musical 
notes to accompany the recital and times will 
be available on the Cathedral website.

Chelmsford Cathedral’s Children and 
Family’s Minister Jean Elliott will be sharing 
ideas for families to do together on the 
Chelmsford Cathedral Families Facebook 
group. Join the group and share your craft 
creations and Easter bakes with her.

There are a series of courses and reflections 
being created especially for Lent too. 

Join Canon Imogen Nay and Gary Fleming 
for a five-week, Wednesday evening course, 
Living in Love and Faith. The course looks  
at relationships, sex and identity in the 
context of faithful Christian living and  
starts on Wednesday 24 February. Email  
imogen.nay@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk  
for more details 

The Very Revd Nicholas Henshall, Dean 
of Chelmsford will be recording a series of 
lectures on ‘The Seven Penitential Psalms.’ 
These will be made available from 5pm on 
Sunday afternoons.

Have you ever wondered what Christianity 
is all about? Why not find out more this Lent? 
A new course starting on 4 March allows 
you to get to grips with the key themes of 
Christianity over three Thursday evenings 
including ‘who is Jesus?’, ‘what is the 
Church?’ and ‘what difference does it make?’ 
Contact Imogen to join.

And finally, members of the ministry team will 
be releasing some informal reflections on art 
that inspires them particularly during Lent.

Ashes, Embers and Flame
Lent a t  Home wi th Che lmsford C athedra l

Further information and links, along with Holy Week and Easter service details,  
will be available on the Cathedral website and Facebook page 

www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/lent-easter & facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  
Fairtrade Fortnight starts tomorrow. Pray for fairness and justice in our 
trading system globally, for fair prices for producers and a wide perspective 
for consumers in the impact of their choices. 

Give thanks for the Fairtrade Movement, and local initiatives in our diocese 
which highlight fair-trade products and raise debate about economic 
justice for all.

Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa

Fairtrade Fortnight begins
Nazeing (All Saints w St Giles) Clergy: Helen Gheorghiu Gould (PIC).
Roydon (St Peter) Clergy: Richard Attew (PIC).

The Diocese of Argentina - The Anglican Church of South America

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, c.155
Church Langley Clergy: Vacancy (V). Licensed Lay Minister: Lis Scott.

The Diocese of Northern Argentina - The Anglican Church of South America

Ember Day
The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Harlow.

The Diocese of Argyll & The Isles - The Scottish Episcopal Church

The Deanery of Havering
Area Dean: Lynne Bennett. Lay Chair: Lynne Bennett.
Assistant Area Deans: Amanda Keighley, Shaun Moore, Ken Wylie.
Chaplains: Tim Coleman (Barking, Havering & Redbridge Hospitals NHS 
Trust); Lara Dose (Romford Town Centre).

The Diocese of Arizona - The Episcopal Church

Ember Day
Cranham (All Saints) Clergy: Marion Williams (R). Penny Brooks (A).

The Diocese of Arkansas - The Episcopal Church

Mon 22

Tue 23

Sun 21

Wed 24

Fri 26

Thu 25

February

Work has begun on the development of 
a new £600,000 Community Hub for the 
village of Nazeing in South West Essex. 

The parish of Nazeing All Saints with St 
Giles has been fundraising for several 
years for the project which will see the 
refurbishment and reordering of the 
existing church building. The aim is to 
make it accessible so that it can be used 
for worship as well as a Community Hub 
that will be at the heart of the village.

The Community Hub will help to combat 
isolation in the village by providing a 
space for people to meet, and access to 
important services that local residents 
would otherwise have to travel to nearby 
towns for.

Although the St Giles’ church has been 
well used by the community in the past, 
the church could only accommodate 
one group at time. The building project 
will create a large central hall, café area, 
meeting rooms and a chapel space which 
can be used simultaneously by different 
groups. Working in partnership with local 
providers, the Community Hub will house 
a pre-school, provide health and wellbeing

 services and, family, children and young 
people’s services. These services will 
run alongside existing activities such as 
dance, keep fit, dog training and karate. 

Phase one of the project started in 
January with repairing the roof. “It 
is exciting that this project is finally 
underway after the tremendous 
fundraising efforts of our church family 
and local community” said Revd Helen 
Gheorghiu Gould, Interim Minister of the 
parish of All Saints with St Giles, Nazeing. 

Helen added, “The Hub will be at the 
heart of our rural community providing 
local people with support services on 
their doorstep. We ask for prayer as we 
continue with this project and hope to 
raise sufficient funds to continue with the 
rest of the work this summer.” 

Bishop Peter Hill, Bishop of Barking 
commented: “This exciting redevelopment 
scheme, envisaged and devised locally, 
provides much-needed new facilities, 
updates the building and will make it a 
focal point in the midst of its community. 
It will provide a boost for community life 
and provide visibility and credibility for the 
local church’s mission and service to all.” 

St Giles’ Community Hub, Nazeing 
A new centre for community life.
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George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633
Ember Day
Writers, composers and visual artists regularly affirm that boredom is a 
crucial part of the creative process. Underused space and apparently 
wasted time turn out to be crucial to our creative energy as human beings.  

That suggests to me that we need to value the underused space in our 
lives more highly, to see it as a genuine opportunity. 

And even – however challenging the restrictions we have faced in recent 
months – to welcome the constraints as a gift. It’s challenging, certainly, 
but there is a Lent invitation to discern how the boredom can become 
liberated space, space where we can be ourselves in a deeply authentic 
way; space for re-creation; space to go on deeper journeys.

The Diocese of Armagh - The Church of Ireland

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Please pray for the success of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal this year; 
that people may be moved to give generously.

Pray for the Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America

Sat 27

Sun 28

February

Enter your church in the 2021 
DAC Design Awards
The Diocesan Advisory Committee Design Awards recognise excellence in 
design and craftsmanship and encourage the commissioning of individual 
designs which are culturally appropriate, have theological integrity; 
encourage worship and mission and enhance the special character of 
a church.

Anything which requires Faculty consent – special permission from a 
Diocesan Chancellor - is eligible for entry. This can be anything from  
small items such as candlesticks to large scale building developments 
and anything else in between! 

The number of awards given will be at the discretion of the judges and 
will take the form of a certificate categorised as Merit, Commended  
and Highly Commended. 

The set of six high altar candlesticks commissioned by St Alban’s Church, 
Romford (pictured) were highly commended in the 2019 Design Awards.

Applications can be completed and submitted online. To enter a design 
from your church please visit www.chelmsford.anglican.org/dac/awards. 

The deadline for applications is Friday 26 February. The results will be 
announced later in the year. 
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New Bishop of Chelmsford 
is announced

Bishop Guli is currently Bishop of 
Loughborough in the Diocese of Leicester, 
a post she has occupied since late 2017.

Speaking about her appointment, 
Bishop Guli said “It is a great privilege 
to be appointed as the next Bishop 
of Chelmsford. I know there are many 
challenges ahead both in the church and 
wider society, not least as a result of the 
pandemic. However, I am hopeful about 
the future.

“As Christian communities, I believe our 
task is to be faithful; to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ and to continue 
serving the world; to work well together 
and in partnership with others. In doing 
this, we’ll discover the extent of God’s 
love. I want to thank my friends and 
colleagues in Leicester Diocese where I 
have been very happy. I will be sad to say 

goodbye, but at the same time I am  
very excited about this next chapter 
in my ministry”

People from across the diocese 
welcomed Bishop Guli in a special video 
which premiered on the day of the 
announcement and she was introduced 
to Essex and East London through a 
series of online events. Bishop Guli met 
virtually with Curates and some of our 
Licenced Lay Ministers in training; the 
Diocesan Refugee Ministry Team; as well 
as teachers and pupils from St Mary’s 
Prittlewell C of E Primary School. 

Bishop Guli also attended an online 
service at Chelmsford Cathedral hosted 
by Dean of Chelmsford, The Very Rev 
Nicholas Henshall.

Bishop Guli’s predecessor as Bishop of 
Chelmsford, Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

said “It is with great joy that I welcome 
the appointment of Guli Francis-Dehqani 
as the next Bishop of Chelmsford. Guli 
will bring to the exciting diversity of the 
Chelmsford diocese her breadth of vision, 
her international experience, her love of the 
gospel, her pastoral heart, and her passion 
for justice. East London and Essex have an 
exciting new bishop.”

Peter Hill, the Bishop of Barking and 
currently the Acting Bishop of Chelmsford 
welcomed Bishop Guli’s appointment: “It 
is great news for East London and Essex 
that Bishop Guli will be joining us as our 
new diocesan bishop in 2021. “Guli brings 
with her a passion to be outward looking in 
sharing the good news of Jesus, in serving 
our communities and caring for those in 
need. I know too that she has a track record 
of deep concern for the well-being of the 
clergy and lay leaders of God’s church.

“I am privileged and excited to welcome 
her on behalf of the whole Diocese of 
Chelmsford to this new adventure in 
ministry and leadership.”

Canon Robert Hammond the Lay Chair of 
Chelmsford Diocesan Synod commented: 
“Bishop Guli brings an amazing range of 
gifts and experience to the Diocese.

We’re looking forward to working with 
her to build on the good work already 
being done in our churches to share the 
Good News and be involved in social 
action, supporting the marginalised and 
addressing injustice across the diocese 
and beyond.”

The welcome video and videos of Bishop 
Guli’s welcome events can be viewed at 
chelmsford.anglican.org/our-new-bishop.

On 17 December 2020 Downing Street 
announced that the Right Reverend Dr Guli 
Francis-Dehqani will be the next Bishop of 
Chelmsford, succeeding the Most Reverend 
Stephen Cottrell, who became Archbishop 
of York last year.
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David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, c.601
Cranham Park (St Luke) Clergy: Michael Vickers (V), Jenny Heinink (AC), 
Ken Perkins (AC), Christopher Cozier (A). 

The Diocese of Armidale - The Anglican Church of Australia

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672

Gidea Park (St Michael) Clergy: Daniel Kirk (V). 

The Diocese of Arochukwy/Ohafia - The Church of Nigeria 
(Anglican Communion)

Harold Hill (St George) Clergy:  Shaun Moore (V).

Harold Hill (St Paul) and Noak Hill (St Thomas)   
Clergy: Russell Moul (V), Martin Bailey (AC).

The Diocese of Aru - Province de L’Eglise Anglicane du Congo

Harold Wood (St Peter)
Clergy: Robert Hudson (V), Richard Power (AC), Andrew Bellis (A). 

The Missionary Diocese of Asaba - The Church of Nigeria 
(Anglican Communion)

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Hornchurch (St Andrew) Clergy: Ken Wylie (V). Reader: Carole Sherratt.

The Diocese of Asante-Mampong - The Church of the Province of 
West Africa

Ember Day
As the Bible and Christian tradition make very clear, God speaks through 
history and through our present experience.  God is always inviting us to 
pay attention. A huge part of the Bible - from the Old Testament prophets, 
to the preaching of John the Baptist, to the teaching of Jesus - is asking us 
to look hard at what is happening in the world and in our lives.  Then it is 
for us as a community to discern, to respond - and to be willing to learn, to 
change, and to grow as a result.

The Diocese of Saint Asaph - The Church in Wales

Wed 3

Tue 2

Mon 1

March

Sat 6

Fri 5

Thu 4

Revd Saffron Ryan writes how the E20 
Church Plant has responded to the 
Pandemic. “What does Church look like 
during a global pandemic? 

“Whilst Covid restrictions mean keeping  
our distance from one another, we have 
grown closer to the community in E20. 

“Chobham Manor residents invited us 
to join their Christmas celebrations. 
Over the space of a week, residents 
wrote messages of hope to decorate the 
playground railings and created stars 
to display in windows. 

“On the Sunday afternoon, everyone 
turned on their Christmas lights, socially 
distanced bubbles took part in a star 
scavenger hunt, and a nativity trail was 
facilitated by Church E20.

“The E20 Foodbank is another fantastic 
example of several community groups 
coming together to meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable during the pandemic. 

“Thanks to the Christmas appeal we’re also 
able to provide toys, gifts, wrapping paper 
and Christmas hampers, during December. 

“Like many we have also embraced the 
world of Zoom for gatherings, services,

prayer meetings, bible study and over 
Christmas an interactive family theatre 
production provided by the wonderfully 
creative Artless Theatre Company. 

“However, everything I have just relayed, 
as much as it is good, does not fully speak 
of what Church E20 looks like during a 
global pandemic. 

To find it, you need to look closer, instead 
it is found in the stories of the individuals 
encountered and the face of God in the 
midst, like M, a single mum, who is going 
through some really tough times, she visits 
the foodbank each week, and each week 
we chat, she tells me of her love of cooking 
and I tell her of my terrible cooking 
attempts! 

“One week when she came to collect food, 
she said, “today I have something for you”, 
it was a copy of her cake recipe, which she 
assured me that I would be able to make, 
so I did, and it was the best cake! 

“A tiny moment and yet huge in Kingdom 
value. Those are the moments, those God 
in the midst moments, those moments 
when he surprises us, often small and 
fleeting, but of huge significance, that  
we need to share with one another. 
Mustard seed moments.”

Mustard Seed Moments 
from Church E20
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Pray that we will daily continue to listen to God and look for his  
purpose in our lives during this holy season of Lent.

PRAY for the Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo

Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910
Felix, Bishop, Apostle to the East Angles, 647  
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest, Poet, 1929

Hornchurch (Holy Cross) Clergy: Julian Patching (PIC). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Donatus Nwobi.

Hornchurch (St Nicholas) [Elm Park] Clergy: Amanda Keighley (V), 
Tom Keighley (AC), Marianne Hayward (A), David Perry (A).

The Diocese of Athabasca - The Anglican Church of Canada

Squirrels Heath (All Saints) [Ardleigh Green] Clergy: Chris Wragg (V).  

North Ockenden (St Mary Magdalene) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).

The Diocese of Athooch - The Province of the Episcopal Church  
of South Sudan

Rainham (St Helen & St Giles) w Wennington (St Mary & St Peter)
Clergy: Elise Peterson (V), David Stainer (AC). 

The Diocese of Atlanta - The Episcopal Church

South Hornchurch (St John & St Matthew) 
Clergy: Kevin Browning (V).

Collier Row (The Ascension) Clergy: Alexandra Guest (PIC).

The Diocese of Auckland - The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,  
New Zealand and Polynesia

Collier Row (The Good Shepherd)
Clergy: David Hague (V), Keith Turner (AC), David Harrigan (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Kerry Shipley.  
Licensed Lay Pioneer Minister: Marcus Giddy. Reader: Hosten Garraway.

The Diocese of North West Australia - The Anglican Church of Australia

March

Sun 7

Mon 8

Thu 11

Fri 12

Wed 10

Tue 9

Revd Elema is a changemaker, a pioneer, 
a leader and a woman of God. She is 
supporting women in Marsabit in finding 
their voice and releasing their potential.

Here in Chelmsford Diocese we have the 
privilege of being invited into that story. 
Continuing from the 2020 Lent Appeal, over 
the next year we will be walking alongside 
Elema and the women of Marsabit as 
they continue to challenge the prevailing 
gender norms by training and equipping 
local people in savings schemes, literacy, 
numeracy and business skills. Tools that 
transform lives. 

Life in Marsabit is one of serious challenge. 
Situated in northern Kenya, it’s a dry and 
arid region where the majority live below 
the national poverty line of less than £25 a 
month. Alongside this, devastating impacts 
of climate change and the scarcity of water 
and pasture have left many vulnerable to 
food insecurity. 

In addition, only 28% of women and 47% of 
men are literate. In a place where women 
often missed out on any formal education 
and have no rights to own assets or 
land, your support will give women new 

opportunities to overcome the barriers they 
face. We want to raise enough throughout 
this year long journey to train twelve groups 
across Marsabit in literacy, numeracy and 
basic business skills. 

This will enable groups, predominantly of 
women, to create savings and loans co-
operatives, which will help them to become 
more financially independent, develop 
businesses and ensure that their children 
can access educationfor themselves. 

Five Talents will be working closely with our 
link diocese in Marsabit, and particularly  
the Mother’s Union to achieve this goal. 

We are launching this year long campaign 
with a live webinar on the 8 February at 
1pm. There will be interviews with Revd 
Elema, Bishop Qampicha and Five Talents, 
it’s a chance to learn more about our 
partner diocese in Kenya and to share in  
the story first hand.

Register for the webinar – www.chelmsford.anglican.org/appeal-webinar

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2021

“Women have many problems. They are 
the sole provider - looking after children, 
fetching firewood and water, building the 
house. Everything is done by women. 
But I am glad to be a woman. I know and I 
believe that women can do great things.”
Revd. Elema, Mothers’ Union Coordinator 
in Marsabit
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Christians have a clear biblical responsibility to grapple with the big 
issues of the environment. These are primary theological and spiritual 
issues which concern how we act as responsible stewards of the earth 
that God has placed under our care; how we address the huge issues 
of poverty and inequality that prevent so many millions sharing in the 
abundance of life that Jesus promises.

This is profoundly important and part of the mandate that the Gospel 
lays on us.

The Diocese of Aweil - The Province of the Episcopal Church of  
South Sudan

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (MOTHERING SUNDAY)
Pray for mothers everywhere, give thanks for their love and devotion,  
and pray, too, for the work of the Mothers’ Union and the Women’s 
Institute and all who work untiringly to maintain the values of the  
home and family life.

PRAY for the Iglesia Anglicana de Chile

Collier Row (St James) w Havering-atte-Bower (St John the Evangelist.)
Clergy: David Anderton (V), Geoff Clarke (A), Alan Moss (A).

Dame Tipping School: Amy Holmes (HT).

The Diocese of Awerial - The Province of the Episcopal Church  
of South Sudan

Romford (St Alban)
Clergy: Roderick Hingley (V).

Romford (St Augustine of Canterbury)
Clergy: Martin Howse (V).

The Diocese of Awgu/Aninri - The Church of Nigeria 
(Anglican Communion)

Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, c.460

Romford (St Andrew [& St Agnes])
Clergy: Lara Dose (R) (also Romford Town Centre Chaplain)

The Diocese of Awka - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

March

Tue 16

Mon 15

Sun 14

Sat 13

Wed 17

See I am doing a New Thing
A series of three sessions to explore how 
people have seen and found hope in these 
troubled times, and how this hope may 
resource ourselves and our communities.  

A Quiet Space in Narnia
A day led by Brigid Main to journey 
together through the wardrobe door into 
Narnia and discover its wonders in a new 
way online. 

Drink Deeply – Live Abundantly!
In all that we have journeyed through over 
the past year and in the uncertainty of what 
still lies ahead, how can we be resourced in 
our faith journey this New Year? 

Greening of the Soul  
A three week Lent series on Hildegard 
Bingen. Lent is often described as the 
‘springtime of the soul’, a time for growing 
in our relationship with God. Hildegard 
called this ‘the greening of the soul’. An 
opportunity to ponder how God invites us 
to grow in faith and hope and love.

What is Prayer?
A quiet day for Lent - led by Nicholas 
Henshall. This session is for anyone on any 
stage of the spiritual journey seeking to 
go deeper with God, exploring patterns, 
traditions, complementary approaches from 
the Bible, the great voices of the Christian 
tradition, and insights from poetry and 
contemporary reflection.

Although closed to visitors due to the 
current lockdown, the Diocesan Retreat 
House, Pleshey is still providing spiritual 
food and sustenance with a programme  
of online retreats, in the coming months 
and during lent. 

The sessions on Zoom, will include 
opportunities for worship, talks from 
guest speakers and time to reflect  
and for discussion. 

There is something for everyone! 

Full details, dates, times and how to book at www.retreathousepleshey.com

Pleshey online retreats
S PI R ITUA L F OO D & SUS TE N A N C E O N LI N E 
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Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, Teacher of the Faith, 386
Romford (St Edward the Confessor) 
Clergy: David Simpson (Vicar), Roger Clarke (A), Dan Barnes-Davies (A).

St Edward’s CE Academy: Jodie Hassan (HT).

St Edward’s CE Primary School: Mr Chris Speller (HT).

The Diocese of Awori - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

JOSEPH OF NAZARETH

Upminster (St Laurence)
Clergy: Susannah Brasier (R), Roy Murray (AC).

The Diocese of Ayod - The Province of the Episcopal  
Church of South Sudan

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687
Over this last year we have certainly seen both personal and corporate 
acts of folly and selfishness through Covid-19. But overwhelmingly we 
have also seen and celebrated often very hidden lives and actions of 
selfless service.

Alongside negligence and carelessness, we have also celebrated 
kindness, mutual caring, personal support.  We have learned to bear 
with one another, recognising that all of us - whether we are feeling good 
or bad - are together experiencing significantly heightened levels of 
background stress.

Living in a quieter world, with many activities suspended, we have 
certainly had to battle with boredom and distraction. But at the same time, 
we have been invited to listen more deeply. Many of us long for simplicity 
but it often turns out to be an uncomfortable gift inviting us to go on an 
inner journey that takes us by surprise.

The Diocese of Badagry - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (PASSIONTIDE BEGINS)
Father, help us to be like Christ your Son, who loved the world and died for 
our salvation. Inspire us by his love, and guide us by his example. Amen.

PRAY for The Church of England

March

Sat 20

Fri 19

Thu 18

Sun 21

Loneliness. Anxiety. Financial worries. 
The pandemic has deeply affected those 
studying and working at Anglia Ruskin and 
the University of Essex. 

Online learning is isolating for students 
and exhausting for academics. Professional 
staff have been keeping essential services 
running. Many have been furloughed. 
Students’ Unions have worked hard to 
provide opportunities for students to 
connect and be supported. 

There are two full time university chaplains 
in Chelmsford Diocese. The Revd Jackie 
Thornton is based at Anglia Ruskin, 
Chelmsford campus and The Revd Dr Sara 
Batts-Neale is chaplain to the University 
of Essex, Colchester campus. The Revd 
Chris Davies and Mother Cherry Sandover 
have joined Essex as part-time chaplains 
to Loughton and Southend campuses, 
respectively. 

Chaplains have been finding ways to 
support their communities. “We have a 
beautiful campus at Essex,” says Sara. 
“So I’ve been taking students for walks 
with my dog. That’s been a great way to 
get outside, away from a screen, and to

offer a listening ear.” Online meetings and 
email support have formed part of both 
chaplains’ ministries to students and staff.

Staff are finding the latest lockdown 
especially difficult. Revd Jackie is launching 
a wellbeing support group at ARU in 
partnership with the charity Kintsugi Hope 
and Chelmsford Cathedral. 

Kintsugi is the Japanese art of taking 
broken pottery and mending it with golden 
glue, making a feature of the cracks. 

Jackie says, “I’m looking forward to 
connecting with staff on a deeper level  
and supporting mental health and 
wellbeing. We all have broken parts but 
when we are honest with our humanity 
 and need for one another, we can find 
beauty in our brokenness.”

How can you pray for our universities? 

• Staff who are exhausted and stressed

• Teams supporting students’ wellbeing 
 & providing practical advice 

• The mental health & wellbeing those 
 who are lonely and anxious

University Chaplains supporting 
their communities with wellbeing
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The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Havering.

The Diocese of the Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos Islands 
(The Church in the Province of the West Indies)

The Deanery of Newham
Area Dean: Dave Chesney.  Lay Chair: Shirley Biro.  
Assistant Area Deans: Cornelius Henry, Merrin Playle.   
Chaplains: Christopher Oladuji, Santou Beurklian-Carter (Barts Health 
NHS Trust), Tristan Alexander-Watts (Barts Health NHS Trust, also 
Richard House Children’s Hospice), Stephen Chandler (East London NHS 
Foundation Trust); Vacancy (London City Airport).

The Diocese of Bakuru - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

Walter Hilton of Thurgarton, Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396
Paul Couturier, Priest, Ecumenist, 1953
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980

East Ham Holy Trinity Team Ministry (St Mary, St Bartholomew, St Alban 
Upton Park, St Edmund) Clergy: Susan Lucas (TR), Quintin Peppiatt (TV), 
Fred Ashford-Okai (AC), Ann Easter (AC), John King (A), Marco Filipe 
Lopes (A). 

East Ham (St George and St Ethelbert)  Clergy: David Haokip (V).

The Diocese of Ballarat - The Anglican Church of Australia

The Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary

East Ham (St Paul) Clergy: Merrin Playle (V), Obi Chike (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Keith Bone. Reader: Philip Burgess.

The Diocese of Bangor - The Church in Wales

Harriet Monsell, Founder of the Community of St John the Baptist, 1883

Forest Gate (All Saints) Clergy: Jeremy Fraser (PIC), Milen Bennett (A).

Forest Gate (Emmanuel w St Peter Upton Cross)
Clergy: Chigor Chike (V), Ajennie Subaran (A).

The Diocese of Banks & Torres - The Anglican Church of Melanesia

March

Wed 24

Tue 23

Mon 22

Thu 25

Fri 26

The Church of England’s General 
Synod have committed the whole 
Church to becoming ‘carbon neutral’ 
by 2030. Chelmsford Diocesan Synod 
overwhelmingly backed this commitment 
in October 2020. 

Lots of churches have already done much 
to address their environmental footprint, 
particularly through the Eco Church 
Awards. However, there is still a long 
way to go to ensure all our churches are 
as environmentally-friendly as possible, 
particularly in regard to our carbon footprint.

The Diocese of Chelmsford’s Environment 
Group is putting together some resources, 
including a useful booklet, to support our 
Churches become carbon net-zero, whether 
large, medium or small, both in congregation 
size and floorspace! 

It is also designed to help churches engage 
with the environment more widely, not  
only as an ethically good thing to do, but 
also as a tool for community engagement 
and evangelism.

The resource includes case studies and sets 
out practical steps for churches starting 

with prayer resources, advice for PCCs, 
information on green energy suppliers and 
tips on writing a carbon neutral plan. It also 
signs posts to useful tools to help churches 
measure their carbon footprint and provides 
information on how churches can become 
Eco Churches. 

Archdeacon Elizabeth Snowden, Chair of 
the Diocesan Environment Group and the 
Archdeacon of Chelmsford said: “Over the 
last few years many of us have come to the 
realisation that the Earth’s environment is 
under acute stress. The environmental 
crisis is an issue that cuts to the heart of 
the Christian message. 

“This resource is designed to help churches 
to respond to this Fifth Mark of Mission - 
We must strive to safeguard the integrity 
of creation and sustain and renew the life 
of the earth. We are keen to support our 
parishes with the task of becoming  
Carbon Neutral by 2030. 

“Do read this booklet and discuss what 
action you can take today as a PCC and 
as a congregation, to make real and 
positive changes and start being part of 
the solution to the climate crisis.”

Getting your church 
to net-zero carbon 
and beyond

The booklet will be available at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/environment
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Staretz Silouan is little known today - though indirectly he was 
responsible for the founding of the monastery on the north side of the 
Blackwater estuary, near Tiptree. He died some 80 years ago having lived 
much of his life as a hermit.  When he came out of silence he said, “keep 
your mind in hell and do not despair”. 

Dark beyond words, but he speaks there directly to the nature and 
purpose of the Christian hope that stands at the heart of Holy Week: that 
we have a light that continues to shine in the darkness and the darkness 
will never overwhelm that light. That’s the truth out of which we are 
invited to live.

The Diocese of Barbados - The Church in the Province of the West Indies

PALM SUNDAY
Jesus, you rode into your city in triumph of this day, receiving the shouts and 
welcome of many. Come into our Churches today. Receive our welcomes 
and our acclaim. Come to rule in the hearts and minds of all who lead us and 
help us all to go out and proclaim you as King over all the world.

PRAY for Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Forest Gate (St Mark) Clergy: Ben King (V).
Forest Gate (St Saviour and St James)  
Clergy: Cornelius Henry (R), Janetta Brathwaite (A).

The Diocese of Bari - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Little Ilford (St Barnabas) Clergy: Revd Robert Ryan (V).
Manor Park [Little Ilford] (St Michael and All Angels, St Mary the Virgin 
Clergy: Vacancy (R), Patrick Morrow (AC), Lee Taylor (A).

The Diocese of Baringo - The Anglican Church of Kenya

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
North Woolwich (St John w Silvertown)
Clergy: Jeremy Fraser (V), Emeka Ejinkonye (AC).

The Diocese of Barrackpore – The (United) Church of North India

Mon 29

Tue 30

Wed 31

Sun 28

Sat 27

March

INVESTMENT FOR THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
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The Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT

01245 294443 • Registered charity, No 249505

NOTES: 

Where parochial links are known to exist the names of overseas workers are placed immediately 

after the appropriate parish. Further information concerning overseas dioceses, including the 

names of bishops, is contained in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, available on their website  

www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer.aspx 

ABBREVIATIONS: 

A Assistant Clergy; AAD Assistant Area Dean; AC Associate Priest/Minister; AD Area Dean; 

AM Assistant Minister, AR Associate Rector; AV Associate Vicar; AYO Area Youth Officer, BMO 

Bishop’s Mission Order; BP Bishop; CA Church Army; CIC Curate in Charge; CHP Chaplain; EVN 

Evangelist; HT Head Teacher; LLM Licensed Lay Minister; MCD Minister of Conventional District; 

MIC Minister in Charge; PEV Provincial Episcopal Visitor; PIC Priest in Charge; PP Public Preacher; 

R Rector; RD Rural Dean; Rdes Rector designate; RDR Reader; PTO Permission to Officiate; RES 

Residentiary Canon; Sr Sister, TM Team Ministry; TR Team Rector; TV Team Vicar; V Vicar; Vdes 

Vicar designate; WDN Warden. 

 Follow our daily prayers on Twitter @chelmsdio #chelmsdio_cop and on our website 

 www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray. 

The contribution of Mrs Jenny Robinson to compiling the prayers in WE PRAY is 

gratefully acknowledged.

CONTACT:

To contact us about the distribution of or items for WE PRAY, please email 

wepray@chelmsford.anglican.org. To have WEPRAY delivered to your inbox, sign up to our 

e-bulletin at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/media/e-bulletins. 

Investment for the Church of England. Supporting communities, touching lives. www.ccla.co.uk

Sponsored by:


