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Tue 1

Wed 2

Thu 3

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you. Jeremiah 29:12.”

The Deanery of Basildon 
Justin, Martyr at Rome, c.165
Area Dean: Jane Richards.  Lay Chair: Shirley Jeffery.  
Assistant Area Dean: Simon Law.  
Chaplains: David Bates (Basildon & Thurrock University Hospitals NHS 
Trust), Tara Frankland (St Luke’s Hospice). 

The Diocese of Canterbury (The Church of England)

Basildon (St Martin of Tours)
Clergy: Timothy Brampton (PIC).

The Diocese of Cape Coast (The Church of the Province of West Africa)

DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE INSTITUTION OF HOLY 
COMMUNION (CORPUS CHRISTI)
The Martyrs of Uganda , 1885-7 and 1977 
Basildon (St Andrew w Holy Cross) Clergy: Jane Richards (V), Shirley 
Pearce (A). Licensed Lay Ministers: Phil Horscroft, Karen White.

The Diocese of Cape Town (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Petroc, Abbot of Padstow, 6th century

Billericay & Little Burstead TM: Billericay (Christ Church), Billericay 
(Emmanuel), Billericay (St John the Divine), Little Burstead (St Mary Vn) 
Clergy: Paul Carr (TR), Rupert Hankey (TV), Margaret Fowler (AC).  
Licensed Lay Ministers: Linda Russ, Pauline Randall.  
Readers: Peter Fisher, Susan Oakley, Pauline Woolnough.

The Diocese of North Eastern Caribbean & Aruba (The Church in the 
Province of the West Indies)

Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.

June

Fri 4

As more of our family, friends, and neighbours 
receive their vaccines, we share a real sense 
of gratitude and relief. At the same time, we 
are aware that many communities around the 
world are suffering as they don’t have access 
to vaccines and the basics that they need to 
protect themselves such as clean water 
for handwashing. 

Christian Aid and Unicef have both launched 
campaigns encouraging people to make  
a donation, as a practical way to give  
thanks when they receive their own  
Covid-19 vaccination.

The ‘VaccinAid’ – Give the world a shot 
campaign is backed by the Church of England 
and aims to help fund almost two billion Covid-19 
vaccines for health workers and the most high 
risk and vulnerable people on our planet. The 
money raised will also help UNICEF provide 
tests and treatments to people in 190 countries 
around the world through the global 
COVAX initiative.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
encouraged people and congregations to 
donate saying: “I’m delighted that churches 
 and other faith groups in the UK are 
supporting the VaccinAid campaign. 

“There is no better way to show our deep 
gratitude for the gifts of science and medicine 

than making sure vulnerable people around 
the world are also given a shot.

Commenting on Christian Aid’s Campaign, 
Bishop Guli said: “As the roll out of vaccines 
continues at pace, we give thanks to God for the 
scientists, health professionals and many others 
whose work has given us hope that this brutal 
pandemic may soon come to an end. At the 
same time there are many living in the poorest 
parts of the world where the virus remains 
rampant, vaccines aren’t readily available and 
there is a lack of healthcare and the basic 
provisions that are needed to keep people safe. 

Whether you can give just a few pounds or a 
much larger sum,  Christian Aid’s campaign 
provides each of us with an opportunity to give 
generously in gratitude for our own vaccinations 
and to support those who do not have the 
benefits that we have. I am pleased to have 
been able to donate to Christian Aid in thanks 
for my own vaccination and I encourage you to 
do the same.” 

Give thanks and make a donation

Christian Aid: Giving thanks for vaccines 
www.giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/
thankful-for-our-vaccines-in-essex-and-east-
london. 

VaccinAid - www.vaccinaid.org.

Thanksgiving for your vaccination
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Sun 6

Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Bishop, Apostle of Germany, 
Martyr, 754

In her most recent book, The Art of Rest, the psychologist and broadcaster, 
Claudia Hammond explores how rest and recreation are essential to our 
wellbeing, and indeed suggests that we cannot flourish in our personal 
or professional lives unless we to pay attention to rest and recreation in a 
disciplined way. 

After the communal trauma of the last 18 months, this is a good moment for 
all of us to do a bit of work on ourselves. That process of re-emergence for 
us as Christian communities and for each of us personally has all sorts of 
implications that so far we can only guess at. 

We cannot travel too fast. Like a butterfly emerging, we need to learn to 
travel together at a very human pace.

The Diocese of Carlisle (The Church of England)

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Pray for all those involved in Lay Development and Training in the Diocese, 
led by Caroline Harding, Lay Development Adviser. 

PRAY for The Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma)

Bowers Gifford w North Benfleet (St Margaret, St John) 
Clergy: David Ibiayo (PIC), Mike Power (AC).

St Margaret’s C of E Academy: Sally Finch (Head of School).

The Diocese of East Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, Nonjuror, Hymn Writer, 1711

Laindon (St Nicholas) w Dunton Clergy: Andrei Petrine (PIC).

The Diocese of North Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 587
Ephrem of Syria, Deacon, Hymn Writer, Teacher of the Faith, 373

Great Burstead (St Mary Magdalene) w Ramsden Crays 
Clergy: Michael Hall (PIC).

The Diocese of South Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

June

Mon 7

Tue 8

Sat 5

Wed 9

The teaching staff at St Margaret’s Church 
of England Academy, Bowers Gifford, 
have created new mindfulness areas in 
the school grounds for the children to 
enjoy and to support their wellbeing. 

The newly developed areas include a 
colourful outdoor garden space, reading 
area and an indoor quiet zone to nurture 
the mental health and spirituality of 
the pupils. 

Headteacher, Sally Finch commented: 
“As always, the well-being of our children 
is paramount, especially upon our return 
to school following the recent national 
lockdowns and the uncertainty caused by 
the pandemic. 

Our teachers have done a fantastic job 
creating our new mindful areas of calm. 
Children have really enjoyed making use 
of these spaces and we are thrilled with 
the results!”

Mindfulness Areas support 
wellbeing and spirituality of pupils
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Langdon Hills (St Mary & All Saints) 
Clergy: Vacancy (R). Reader: Kennedy Rath.

The Diocese of Upper South Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

BARNABAS THE APOSTLE 

Pitsea (St Gabriel) w Nevendon (St Peter) Clergy: Simon Law (R).

The Diocese of Western North Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

Acts 2:42-47 makes it clear that the primary missionary activity of the 
church is gathering together ‘in the same place’ in prayer, learning 
and service. Luke says unambiguously that it is through the Christian 
community as it gathers to worship together, to learn together and to 
serve together that “the Lord added daily to those who were being 
saved ‘in the same place’”. 

Exactly the same distinctive and characteristic phrase ‘in the same place’ 
repeated twice in just three sentences. Luke is expecting us to notice – that 
gathering together for worship, fellowship and service stands at the heart 
of the mission of the church. 

The Diocese of Cashel Ferns & Ossory (The Church of Ireland)

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Please pray for the life and ministry of the Diocesan Retreat House at 
Pleshey, for the Friends of Pleshey, and for all who work there encouraging 
the spiritual growth of those in our Diocese and further afield. 

PRAY for the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) 

Richard Baxter, Puritan Divine, 1691 
Vange (St Chad) Clergy: David Ibiayo (R).

The Diocese of Chandigarh (The [United] Church of North India)

Evelyn Underhill, Spiritual Writer, 1941

Wickford & Runwell TM: Wickford (St Catherine, Wickford (St Andrew), 
Runwell (St Mary) Clergy: Vacancy (TR), Sue Wise (TV), Steven Lissenden 
(A). Licensed Lay Ministers: Emma Doe, Mike Tricker.

Wickford CofE School: Debbie Rogan (Exec HT), Annie Bristow and 
Rebecca Tarplett (Acting Heads of School).

The Diocese of Chelmsford (The Church of England)

Fri 11

Sat 12

Sun 13

June
Thu 10

Mon 14

Tue 15

Team Rector of St Mary’s Church in 
Walthamstow, the Revd Vanessa Conant, 
explains how music is helping their church 
to reach out to and engage with their 
local community. 

“Our Strategic Development Fund (SDF) 
funded project in Walthamstow is based 
around principles of community organising, 
listening closely to the interests, concerns 
and passions of our neighbours and taking 
action on both questions of justice and in 
the building of new church communities. 

Our listening to the community had made 
clear some of the challenges the estates 
were facing and some of the possibilities 
which existed for building community. 

“We had a strong sense that music and 
singing would be part of this, but then 
suddenly found ourselves in lockdown, 
unable to meet in person and still in the 
very early days of building relationships 
and making connections, so we began to 
explore some digital solutions. 

“As a church, we have been hugely inspired 
by the work of Tom Daggett who has 
developed the Choir Church movement. 

Choir Churches partner with local schools to 
teach the choral tradition, worship together 
and explore issues of social justice. Tom 
supported our team to develop a Gospel 
expression of Choir Church and to build the 
connection with our local church school. 

“The team, working with Robyn Samuels, a 
member of the renowned Kingdom Choir, 
has recorded warm-up exercises, tunes and 
harmonies, together with biblical reflections 
and thoughts on social justice while St 
Mary’s Curate, Revd Adam Childs, has 
designed a simple-to-use accessible format 
which can support and equip schools to 
journey through an online choir session. 

“We will be able to edit together the voices 
of children to create an online choir and, in 
the coming months, we hope to be able to 
meet, sing and worship together in person. 

Covid-19 has been so costly in so many 
ways; we are so thankful to be able to find 
creative and joyful opportunities to build 
new worshipping communities, thanks to 
the support of SDF.”
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Tuesday 15 June marks the 80th 
anniversary of the death of Evelyn 
Underhill. She was a remarkable woman 
- a theologian and writer on the nature 
of prayer and the Christian life, a retreat 
conductor and spiritual director.

A woman ‘of her time’ but in so many ways 
ahead of her time, Evelyn Underhill speaks 
into our current context with both challenge 
and encouragement. 

Our own Retreat House at Pleshey was a 
‘thin place’ for Underhill and it continues to 
be so for many people today. It is here that 
her lost prayerbook was discovered and to 
here that many come to research her life 
and writings.

To mark this anniversary year the diocesan 
Retreat House is joining with the Evelyn 
Underhill Association in the USA and 
Hampstead Parish Church (Evelyn’s final 
resting place) to present a full week of 
online events with experts from the USA 
and Australia as well as the UK.

From 14 -18 June there will be a feast of 
online sessions to choose from, including 
an academic day, service of celebration and 
an online party! The guest speakers have 
a passion and expertise in various aspects 
of Evelyn’s life. They have been drawn 
from around the world to make this a truly 
international week. 

The week begins and ends with worship 
from the chapel in Pleshey. We ask you to 
hold the week in your prayers.

Everyone across the Diocese is invited 
join in the online sessions. Not only can 
we celebrate this very special person, but 
we can showcase our much-loved retreat 
house to international guests and be 
enriched in our own discipleship, mission 
and ministry.

Booking is now open on Eventbrite. More 
details, including a full programme can be 
found on the Retreat House website -  
www.retreathousepleshey.com

The Revd Dr Ellen Clark-King 
Dean of Kings College London.  
The after dinner Speaker. 

Professor Jane Shaw 
Principal of Harris Manchester College, 
Oxford: Scholarship. Day Keynote Address

Bishop Frank Griswold 
Presiding Bishop of the USA and Primate of 
the Episcopal Church. Bishop Frank will be 
leading a session on spiritual formation.

Professor Robyn Wrigley-Carr 
Australia: Robyn edited and publicised 
Evelyn’s lost prayer book for the world.

Dana Greene 
Dean Emerita of Oxford College Emory 
University USA: A leading authority and 
author on Evelyn Underhill.

Join the Retreat House Pleshey, the Evelyn Underhill 
Association (USA) & Hampsted Parish church in a

JUNE 14-18 ,  2021 |  ONLINE

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

An online feast of theological 
and spiritual delights

www.retreathousepleshey.com/event/a-celebration-of-evelyn-underhill

BOOK YOUR PLACE: 

Celebration of 
Evelyn Underhill
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Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253
Joseph Butler, Bishop of Durham, Philosopher, 1752

The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Basildon.

The Diocese of Chester (The Church of England)

Samuel and Henrietta Barnett, Social Reformers, 1913 and 1936

The Deanery of Chelmsford:  Area Dean: Tim Ball. Lay Chair: Jill Readings. 
Chaplains: Susan Malam (Mid-Essex Hospitals NHS Trust); Meymans 
Sala (Mid-Essex Hospitals NHS Trust);  Jackie Thornton (Anglia Ruskin 
University); Jo Jones (HMP Chelmsford).

The Diocese of Chhattisgarh (The [United] Church of North India)

Bernard Mizeki, Apostle of the MaShona, Martyr, 1896

Boreham (St Andrew) Clergy: Emma Wylie (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC), 
Jacqueline Pearson (A). 

Broomfield (St Mary w St Leonard) Clergy: Carolyn Tibbott (V), Diana 
Garfield (AC), Dan Pierce (AC).

The Diocese of Chicago (The Episcopal Church

Sundar Singh of India, Sadhu (holy man), Evangelist, 
Teacher of the Faith, 1929

Perhaps our task through these times of re-adjustment is simply to pay 
attention – to ourselves and to our culture - and invite God to show us what 
God wants to see; to notice what emerges; to see how all of that begins 
to shape our mission as Christian communities seeking to serve across 
East London and Essex; to begin to grasp what “simpler, bolder, humbler” 
might look like for the church and its networks; and indeed to continue 
to “abound in good works” (2 Corinthians 9:8) not because they earn us 
points with God, but because that’s just who we are called to be.

The Diocese of Chichester (The Church of England)

Wed 16

Thu 17

June

Fri 18

Sat 19

Chelmsford Cathedral is beginning a  
big conversation about the shape of  
the future. 

It has become very clear from 
conversations over recent weeks that the 
first part of that starts with a very simple 
invitation: to come together to share our 
stories of the last 18 months, and ask  
one another “how are you?”

For so many of us, not being able to 
gather, alongside the heightened 
background stress that everyone has 
been living with, has been a challenging 
burden – whilst also recognising that we 
have all had different experiences.

As we begin to explore the next stage 
of our journeys together as Christian 

communities, I am inviting us to gather 
to reflect on how it has been and how 
that will shape the future. Everybody’s 
welcome.  The Cathedral is the Bishop’s 
church for the whole of our Diocese, so 
everyone is warmly welcome to join it.

Please visit the new Cathedral website 
chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/the-deans-
big-question - for further details.

This is all part of a listening process,  
open to everyone, and a great 
opportunity for everyone to play a  
part in shaping the future.

Nicholas

Nicholas Henshall 

Dean of Chelmsford 

Serving East London & Essex

How are you?
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
World Refugee Day: Please pray for all who flee to other countries, or are 
internally displaced within their own country, due to famines, plagues, war, 
persecution, discrimination, natural disasters like floods and earthquakes, 
and to escape dire poverty. Pray too, for all organisations, churches and 
communities who are working tirelessly to care for refugees.

PRAY for the Church of North India (United)

Chelmsford Cathedral (St Mary the Virgin, St Peter, St Cedd)\ 
Clergy: Nicholas Henshall (Dean), Ivor Moody (Vice-Dean), Imogen Nay 
(Canon for Evangelism and Discipleship), Alison Kennedy (Canon for 
Worship and Music), Kate Moore (AC), Jackie-Dee Thornton (A).

The Cathedral School: Linda Wiskin (HT).

The Diocese of Chotanagpur (The [United] Church of North India)

Alban, first Martyr of Britain, c.250 
Chelmsford (The Ascension w All Saints)  
Clergy: Tom Page (V), Julia Lacey (A).

The Diocese of Christ the King (The Anglican Church of South Africa)

Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678 
Chelmsford (St Andrew) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Andrew Merchant (AC), Simon 
Pearce (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Linda Robinson.

The Diocese of Christchurch (The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand and Polynesia)

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Ember Day

The Chignals (St Nicholas w St James) w Mashbury 
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Diana Garfield (AC), Dan Pierce (AC), Sandra Sykes 
(AC). Reader: Greg Waters.

The Diocese of Chubu (The Nippon Sei Ko Kai)

Ember Day
Great & Little Leighs St Mary Vn, St John) and Little Waltham (St Martin Clergy: 
Vacancy (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC), Sandra Sykes (AC). Reader: Greg Waters.

Little Waltham School: Liz Maycock (HT)

The Diocese of Clogher (The Church of Ireland)

Tue 22

Wed 23

Mon 21

JuneSun 20

Thu 24

Fri 25

A church in Chelmsford has opened a 
community garden to support people’s 
health, wellbeing and provide freshly 
grown produce for the community 
to share. 

The creation of a community garden at 
Church of the Ascension, was a project 
spearheaded by Curate, Revd Julia Lacey. 
It was officially opened in May with a 
blessing service led by Julia and  
Vicar, Fr Tom Page. 

An area at the front of the church 
has been developed to include three 
wheelchair accessible raised beds. 

The garden is open for all and It is hoped 
that it will be used by schools, community 
groups and those with little or no garden 
of their own. 

The community are encouraged to use 
the space to learn about growing their 
own food and it will also be used to 
promote healthy eating programmes  

and support positive mental health  
and wellbeing. 

Speaking about the project, Tom said: 
“The garden is open for the community 
to use as they wish. We hope people will 
plant mainly vegetables which may then 
be harvested and used by those who 
need them. Gardening can also greatly 
improve wellbeing and when done with 
others it can tackle loneliness and 
social isolation.

“We hope the garden will support 
our community in a variety of ways.  
Being at the front of the church, the 
community garden is easily seen and 
can be accessed by everyone.”

Visit the Church of the Ascension 
Facebook page for more photos of 
the opening and blessing of the 
community garden 
www.facebook.com/AscensionAllSS. 

Chelmsford church creates 
new community garden
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Ember Day

We are learning to live with the provisional. Most analysts expect the 
impact of the pandemic to have a permanent impact on our lives going 
forward, and certainly over the next three to five years many things that 
we have taken for granted we will learn to experience in a much more 
provisional way. 

That’s as true of church as any other part of our lives, as we learn to meet 
together again; as we share our stories, and begin to map out the new 
country; a country where we may well have to learn to pitch tents rather 
than build temples.

The Diocese on the Coast (The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Please pray for the work of the Friends of Essex Churches Trust, and give 
thanks for those who work so hard to preserve our ancient buildings.

PRAY for the Church of Pakistan (United)

Iranaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher of the Faith, c.200

Great Waltham (St Mary & St Lawrence) w Ford End (St John).  
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC), Sandra Sykes (AC),  
Carolyn Tibbott (AC). Reader: Greg Waters.

Ford End School: Maria Rumsey (Interim Head of School)

Great Waltham School: Alex Burden (HT).

Pleshey (Holy Trinity) Clergy: Mike Aston (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC).

The Diocese of Cochin (The [United] Church of South India)

PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES (OR PETER THE APOSTLE)

Roxwell (St Michael and All Angels). Clergy: Tony Cant (PIC).

Roxwell School: Máire O’Regan (HT).

The Diocese of Coimbatore (The [United] Church of South India)

Springfield (All Saints)

Clergy: Susan Iskander (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC), Simon Pearce (A). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Roger McFarland.

The Diocese of Columbia (The Episcopal Church)

Sun 27

June
Sat 26

Mon 28

Tue 29

Wed 30

St Mary the Virgin Church in Newport 
has received a £10,000 grant from the 
National Churches Trust.  

The National Churches Trust Cornerstone 
Grant will help pay for urgent window 
repairs at the church to safeguard its 
heritage and enable it to be at the heart 
of the local community. 

Broadcaster and journalist Huw Edwards, 
Vice President of The National Churches 
Trust, said: “I’m delighted that St Mary 
the Virgin, Newport is being helped 
with a £10,000 National Churches Trust 
Cornerstone Grant. The grant will facilitate 
window repairs in the church.”

“The grant will safeguard unique local 
heritage and help St Mary the Virgin, 
continue to support local people as we 

begin to emerge from the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

The grant will support the repair and 
conservation of the masonry of the eight 
north and south clerestory windows in  
the nave, and the iron and lead work,  
and associated conservation and repair  
of the glass.

Revd Neil McLeod, Vicar at St Mary’s said: 
“We are delighted to receive this grant! It 
will allow this long-planned repair project 
to go ahead and ensure that St Mary’s 
will remain at the very heart of our village 
community. As well as repairing and 
conserving the Tudor stonework  
and Victorian stained glass, the work 
will help support the specialist building 
trade essential to the future care of our 
ancient buildings”.

Post lockdown boost for 
St Mary the Virgin, Newport
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Chelmsford Cathedral led Thy Kingdom 
Come across Essex and East London 
this year. 

Throughout the 11 days from Ascension 
to Pentecost, prayers were said in the 
Cathedral for each Archdeaconry in the 
Diocese. The prayers were livestreamed 
each day on the Cathedral’s Facebook 
page so that people could join in online.  

Prayer stations were also set up in the 
Cathedral each with an idea or activity 
for people to take part in, in person or 
from home. 

To mark the beginning of Thy Kingdom 
Come, Bishop Guli made her first visit 
to the Cathedral joining the Dean of 

Chelmsford, Nicholas Henshall to lead 
prayers for the life of our Diocese. 
Speaking during the Ascension Day 
prayer service, Bishop Guli said “It is 
wonderful finally to be in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford and to have the opportunity 
to meet people face to face, to come into 
this wonderful building and to see the 
map of the diocese laid out as we begin 
our period of intentional praying for 
the Diocese. 

Connecting the life of the Cathedral 
with the life of the wider Diocese is very 
important and it’s good to recognise that 
during Thy Kingdom Come this year.”

Thy Kingdom Come celebrated 
across Essex and East London 

Between Ascension and Pentecost all were invited to take part in 

Thy Kingdom Come, the global prayer movement which encourages 

Christians around the world to pray that people will come to know 

the love and peace of Jesus Christ. On Pentecost Sunday Bishop Guli 
and Dean Nicholas livestreamed 
a short service from the Diocesan 
Retreat House at Pleshey before 
walking the Pilgrimage route to 
Chelmsford Cathedral.

They arrived at the Cathedral for 
a Choral Eucharist.

Many of our churches and worshipping 
communities joined in with Thy 
Kingdom Come by hosting their own 
events, praying with the Cathedral or by 
sharing their prayers on social media. 

 “It is wonderful finally to be in the Diocese of 

Chelmsford and to have the opportunity to meet 

people face to face, to come into this wonderful 

building and to see the map of the diocese laid 

out as we begin our period of intentional praying 

for the diocese.”
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Henry, John, and Henry Venn the Younger, Priests, Evangelical Divines, 
1797, 1813 and 1873

North Springfield (St Augustine of Canterbury) 
Clergy: Caroline Brown (PIC), Dan Pierce (AC).

The Bishops’ CE & RC School: Greg Waters (HT).

The Diocese of Colombo (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury)

East Springfield (Church of Our Saviour) LEP.  
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Mandy Hewson (AC), Andrew Brown (A).

Springfield (Holy Trinity). Clergy: Keith Roddy (V), Ian Fuller (AC).

The Diocese of Colorado (The Episcopal Church)

THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Biblical law in the end is not so much about restriction as abundance; an 
abundance that lies at the heart of Jesus’ ministry and of God’s promise 
to us. This is not in spite of the pandemic, for our God is not a fair-weather 
God but a faithful God - faithful as the people of Israel found, even when 
they had lost everything; faithful again and again in our own experience 
and history; faithful when we are faithless; faithful even when we feel 
God is distant and difficult; God of the dark night and God of the glorious 
summer dawn.

The Diocese of Connecticut (The Episcopal Church)

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Pray for the work of the Hockerill Foundation, which provides grants to  
this diocese and St Albans’ diocese to develop the church’s educational 
work, as well as grants to teachers in training, especially those studying  
Religious Education.

PRAY for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea

Writtle (All Saints) w Highwood (St Paul). Clergy: Tony Cant (V).

St Francis Community Church (BMO) Clergy: Dan Pierce (Minister in 
Charge), Jacqueline Pearson (A), Emma Wylie (A).

The Diocese of Connor (The Church of Ireland)

Sat 3

Fri 2

Thu 1

July

Sun 4

Mon 5

The pandemic has seen many of our 
churches embrace digital communications 
to stay connected and reach out to their 
communities. To support our churches and 
worshipping communities develop online 
church our Communications Team have 
created the Online Church Resources Hub, 
which provides advice and guidance on 
digital communications. 

To accompany our Online Church 
Resources Hub, we held a series of 
online church webinars that focused on 
increasing digital skills, increasing digital 
awareness, and supporting the use of 
digital technology in mission and ministry. 

We would like your feedback on these 
webinars to understand how relevant and 
valuable they were so that we can plan to 
support you in the future.

Please scan the QR code or visit 
chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/k4KXtelZ  
to take part in a short survey. Your 
responses will help shape the next 
phase of our Online Church training 
and support programme.

Recordings of the webinars can be 
watched at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/
online-church/online-church-webinars.

For advice and guidance on Online Church 
visit: www.chelmsford.anglican.org/
online-church. 

If you have any questions about 
this survey, digital communications 
or Online Church, please email 
CommunicationsDept@chelmsford.
anglican.org.

Online Church Webinars:  
Give your feedback
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Thomas More, Scholar, and John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 
Reformation Martyrs, 1535
The Deanery of Chelmsford South

Danbury (St John the Baptist) Clergy: Jacqui Jones (PIC).

St John’s School: Jona Davies (HT). 

The Diocese of Cork, Cloyne & Ross (The Church of Ireland)

Downham (St Margaret) w South Hanningfield (St Peter) & 
Ramsden Bellhouse (St Mary Vn) 
Clergy: Vacancy (R), Jean Andrews (AC), Barry Hobson (AC).

Downham School: Sue Crace (HT).

East Hanningfield (All Saints) 
Clergy: Terry Brown (PIC), Suzy Edmundson (AC).

East Hanningfield School: Lisa Waters (HT).

The Diocese of Costa Rica (Iglesia Anglicana de la Region 
Central de America)

Galleywood (St Michael & All Angels) 
Clergy: David Cattle (V), Gemma Fraser (AC), Stephanie Gillingham (AC). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Fiona Selden.

St Michael’s Junior School: Rowen Prigg (HT).

Little Baddow (St Mary Vn) Clergy: Jacqui Jones (PIC).

The Diocese of Coventry (The Church of England)

Great Baddow Team Ministry: (St Mary Vn, St Paul, Meadgate) 
Clergy: Tim Ball (AD, PIC), Philip Sheldrake (TV), Sue Finch (AC), Roger 
Matthews (AC). Licensed Lay Ministers: Anita Ball, Anne Heath.

The Diocese of Cuba (The Episcopal Church)

July

Wed 7

Thu 8

Fri 9

Tue 6

Daniel Cant is an ordinand in Colchester. 
Through prayer and the faith and 
determination of his seven year old son 
Aaron, he was recently fitted with a life 
changing bionic arm.

Whilst on holiday in the summer of 2020, 
Daniel saved the life of a man who fell from 
a narrowboat, Amazed at what his Dad had 
been able to do, despite the limitations of 
having a lower arm amputation (following a 
road accident in 2005). Aaron called his Dad 
a hero, declaring, ‘…if you can save a man’s 
life with one-hand, imagine what you could do 
with two hands Daddy.’’  

Aaron was insistent that his family should pray 
to Jesus asking for a new arm for 
his Dad. Daniel recalls “Personally, I was 
not confident of being blessed with such 
a miracle and I set about explaining the 
complications surrounding this prayer to 
Aaron. Not deterred, Aaron carried on and 
lead us both in prayer. It was warming and 
inspiring to be caught up in the simplicity of 
Aaron’s innocence.”

Several weeks later, Aaron had been 
Googling ‘hero arms for dads’ and came 
across Open Bionics, the manufacturer of 

the ‘Hero Arm’ an advanced myoelectric 
prosthetic arm. Unfortunately, the £10,000 
cost of the arm was out of Daniel’s price 
range. Aaron remained determined and 
with great conviction said, “It’s okay Daddy, 
we need to pray to Jesus for the money.” 
Once again led by Aaron, they did just 
that. Then Daniel was contacted by Open 
Bionics and given an opportunity to apply 
for partial funding and was supported with 
crowdfunding to help raise the remaining 
amount.

Daniel was later contacted by the Worshipful 
Company of Glovers (WCG) who offered him 
full funding and he was fitted with his new 
arm in March this year. Daniel said: “In March, 
I became a ‘Superhero’ and a member of the 
‘Bionic Squad,’ as well as an Ambassador for 
the (WCG). Receiving my new bionic ‘Hero 
Arm’ and growing in confidence, I am looking 
forward to integrating my Superhero role, 
ambassadorial role and clerical calling 
into ministry. 

You can watch a short film about Daniel and 
Aaron’s story on the Reuters News website.  
www.reuters.com/article/us-health-priest-
bionic-arm-idUSKBN2BO523

Super Hero Ordinand 
joins the Bionic Squad
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Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, Father of Western 
Monasticism, c.550

The early Christian community used to practice a special ceremony with 
people preparing (as adults) for baptism. It was known as the Scrutinies. 
The word comes from a Latin word meaning “people who earn their living 
by rummaging through piles of rubbish to find things of value”.  
That sounds like a wonderful metaphor for the journey of faith, for God’s 
action in our lives – the God who comes to look for what is glorious in the 
rough stuff of our humanity and invites us to live out of that abundance 
rather than all the rubbish that masks the treasure. 

The Diocese of Cueibet (The Province of the Episcopal Church of  
South Sudan)

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY: 
Sea Sunday
We remember all those whose lives are lived on your great oceans and 
give thanks for the work and inspiration of The Mission to Seafarers. Pray 
for all agencies who work amongst seafarers. 

Lord God, we depend on you for life itself, and on seafarers to meet so 
many of our daily needs. Watch over all who go down to the sea in ships – 
on business, for leisure, or to rescue those in peril or difficulty.  
Keep them from danger, befriend them in loneliness, and bring them 
safely home to those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
(From the Mission to Seafarers)

PRAY for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Moulsham (St John the Evangelist)  
Clergy: Gemma Fraser (PIC), David Cattle (AC), Stephanie Gillingham (AC), 
Suzanne McAllister (A).

Moulsham (St Luke) Clergy: Gemma Fraser (PIC), David Cattle (AC), 
Stephanie Gillingham (AC), Suzanne McAllister (A).

The Diocese of Cuernavaca (La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico)

Sandon (St Andrew) Clergy: Terry Brown (R).

South Woodham Ferrers (Holy Trinity) Clergy: Carol Ball (V).

Trinity St Mary’s School: Mike Williams (HT). 

The Diocese of Cuttack (The [United] Church of North India)

July

Tue 13

Sun 11

Mon 12

Sat 10

Thank you for your amazing support of 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal - Empower 
Marsabit - which has so far raised more 
than £21,000 for Five Talents UK, the 
Anglican Communion’s microfinance 
charity and their work in our link diocese 
of Marsabit in Kenya. The funds raised will 
help train twelve groups of predominately 
women, across Marsabit in literacy, 
numeracy and basic business skills.

Revd Elema is leading this project in 
Marsabit and has a real passion for 
helping women with literacy. She has 
seen first-hand in her own parish how the 
power of education has transformed lives. 

As things have tentatively begun to open 
again in North Kenya after coronavirus 
lockdown restrictions, the Five Talents 
project has been able to progress. Elema 
and project coordinator, Joseph Gubo, 
have been able to attend a training 
session for local community leaders in 
Gambela with the Mother’s Union. 

New local leaders have been chosen and 
will be responsible for running the training 
groups. Elema and Joseph are training the 
facilitators, so they are equipped to set up 
and run the new groups.  

They shared: “We had a very good two 
days explaining what we want to do,  
why we want to do it and how important 
the role of a group facilitator will be.  
We also spent time explaining how 
facilitators can mobilise support for the 
programme locally.” 

It is hoped the first groups will be 
established in the near feature. Join us 
in praying for our dedicated sisters and 
brothers in Christ pioneering change 
in Marsabit. 

Look out for updates on the project and 
details about how you can continue to  
support this year’s Bishop’s Appeal 
on our website: 
chelmsford.anglican.org/bishops-appeal. 

Empower Marsabit – progress in 
Kenya thanks to your support 
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John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866

Stock Harvard (All Saints)  
Clergy: Stephen Need (PIC), Miranda Seaman (AC).

Stock School: Alina Clay (HT).

West Hanningfield (St Mary & St Edward)  
Clergy: Stephen Need (PIC), Miranda Seaman (AC).

St Peter’s School: Hannah McCann (HT).

The Diocese of Cyangugu (Eglise Anglican du Rwanda)

Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, c.862
Bonaventure, Friar, Bishop, Teacher of the Faith, 1274

Widford (St Mary, Church of the Holy Spirit) 
Clergy: Stephanie Gillingham (R), David Cattle (AC), Gemma Fraser (AC). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Roger Gillingham.

The Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf (The Episcopal Church in 
Jerusalem & The Middle East)

Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury, 1099

Woodham Ferrers (St Mary) and Bicknacre (St Andrew) 
Clergy: Carol Ball (PIC).

St Mary’s School: Theresa Walker (HT)

The Retired Clergy, Readers, and Lay Ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Chelmsford.

The Diocese of Daejeon (The Anglican Church of Korea)

“For freedom Christ has set us free” writes Paul in Galatians 5:1, and 
he uses the striking metaphor “children of light, children of the day” at 
1 Thess. 5:5. Christians have sometimes referred to baptism itself as 
“illumination”. That captures this well – an opening up to God that enables 
us to recognise the gift we have already been given and opening up our 
desire to live our lives in response to that gift. We are all imperfect, and 
we will make many false steps along the way. Nevertheless, Christ HAS 
set us free. This has already been done for us. To paraphrase Rowan 
Williams: Adam and Eve are expelled from the Garden in full assurance 
that the future is already secured.

The Diocese of North Dakota (The Episcopal Church)

July

Fri 16

Sat 17

Thu 15

Wed 14

The Good Shepherd Boxing Community 
based at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Romford is a hub for people 
in the local community to learn to box 
and get fit. it’s also a place where they 
can have fun, build relationships and 
encounter God, many for the first time.

Launched in 2015 by pioneer minister, 
Revd Dave Harrigan, the boxing club was 
officially commissioned as one of the 
Diocese of Chelmsford’s new worshipping 
communities in 2019. 

Dave explained that the Good Shepherd 
is more than just a boxing club. He 
said: “Through prayer and friendships 
something changed. People we didn’t 
know started coming, they were 
sharing life and interests, inspiring and 
encouraging one another. The first few 
sessions were only attended by a small 
number of people but slowly word got 
around, and membership grew. We went 
from being a Thursday boxing session 
to a community of people who look out 
for each other. We have explored many 

different styles of worship and hold 
evening prayer inside the boxing ring. The 
group extends beyond boxing to living 
and sharing and conversations about faith 
and life.”

In February last year, five of the boxers 
chose to be baptised. To put them at ease, 
Dave and the team at Good Shepherd 
organised the church like a boxing ring 
and placed the baptism pool in the middle 
of the church with seating circling the ring. 

Sharing their experience, one of the 
boxers said “This journey has re-lit the fire 
and belief that was always there, and with 
the help of the other guys, I discovered 
that it was me that was lost. Being a part 
of this community has made me want to 
be a better person.”

Dave added: The baptisms were exciting 
proof that pioneer projects such as the 
Good Shepherd Boxing Community are an 
effective way of being ‘church’ for people 
who live outside the traditional bounds 
of the regular church and who wouldn’t 
normally attend a Sunday service.”

Bringing boxing and faith together 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Give thanks for the men and women of the RNLI and HM Coastguard, who 
risk their lives to protect those who travel the seas around our coast. 

PRAY for the Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda

Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, and his sister Macrina, Deaconess, Teachers 
of the Faith, c. 394 and c. 379

The Deanery of Maldon & Dengie Area Dean: Peter Begley. Lay Chair: 
Adrian Smith. Chaplain: Steven Poss (St Peter on the Wall).

The Diocese of South Dakota (The Episcopal Church)

Margaret of Antioch, Martyr, 4th century
Bartolomé des las Casas, Apostle to the Indies, 1566 

Bradwell on Sea (St Thomas, St Peter on the Wall), and Newland (St 
Lawrence) Clergy: Steven Poss (PIC, CHP St Peter on the Wall). 

St Cedd’s School: Lyndsey Wood (HT)

The Diocese of Dallas (The Episcopal Church)

Burnham-on-Crouch (St Mary Vn) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

St Mary’s School: Geraldine Denham-Hale (HT).

The Diocese of Damaturu (The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

MARY MAGDALENE

Purleigh (All Saints) Clergy: Julie Willmot (PIC). 

Creeksea (All Saints) Clergy: Vera Wadman (PIC).

The Diocese of Dar-es-Salaam (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Bridget of Sweden, Abbess of Vadstena, 1373

Cold Norton (St Stephen) w Stow Maries (St Mary & St Margaret) 
Clergy: Vacancy (R). 

Tillingham (St Nicholas) w Dengie (St James) & Asheldham 
Clergy: Steven Poss (PIC).

St Nicholas School: Robert Pike (HT).

The Diocese of Davao (The Episcopal Church in the Philippines)

July

Fri 23

Thu 22

Wed 21

Tue 20

Mon 19

Sun 18

These verses from Psalm 121 are likely to 
strike a chord with many of us who walked 
in the countryside during the pandemic. 
During anxious times, walking offered 
physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing. 

When eyes were lifted to the hills, ears 
attuned to birdsong and minds truly 
engaged in the moment, hearts began 
to open to the God sensed in creation. 
Outdoor spaces including churchyards, 
farms and footpaths became places where 
people sensed God’s blessing. 

As church life begins to resume more 
familiar patterns, many of us are keen to 
maintain physical and spiritual connections 
with the natural world. Walking in the 
countryside is often much more than the 

means to reach a destination, it can be an 
invitation to step into a world of wonder. 
With this in mind, the transition from ‘walk’ 
to ‘pilgrimage’ might be on our doorsteps!

It seems especially fitting that the Arthur 
Rank Centre’s Rural Mission Sunday 2021, 
should take the theme of Pilgrimage. 

Resources to enable rural churches to plan 
a local pilgrimage are available on the 
Arthur Rank Centre website.

Pilgrims will be invited to engage with the 
pilgrimage rhythm of rest and engagement 
and to open their eyes to Jesus as they walk 
and explore scripture together.

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/mission/ 
rural-mission-sunday 

Pilgrimage
I lift up my eyes to the hills-
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Rural Mission Sunday
Sunday 18 July 2021

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls 
Rural Adviser and Agricultural Chaplain



28 29

God is the source of every gift, but we are not helpless and the purpose 
of God’s gifts is to prompt us to respond through loving God and loving 
our neighbour as ourself (Jesus’ one line summary of what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus). 

God is always inviting us to do some work on ourselves because we are 
the gift. God has given himself to us so that we can be God’s gift to others 
in selfless service. As we open up to God, we allow God’s hand to shape 
us, God’s love to lead us, and God’s wide arms of mercy to both embrace 
us and send us out to share the gift. 

The Diocese of St Davids (The Church in Wales)

JAMES THE APOSTLE
Please pray for all who work in our local hospitals, both medical and 
ancillary, that they may feel valued and appreciated. Pray also for all who 
work in the Ambulance and Air Ambulance Services.

PRAY for The Scottish Episcopal Church

Anne and Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Heybridge (St Andrew, St George Heybridge Basin) w Langford (St Giles)
Clergy: Asa Humphreys (V). Licensed Lay Minister: Julia McGregor.

The Diocese of Delaware (The Episcopal Church)

Brooke Foss Westcott, Bishop of Durham, Teacher of the Faith, 1901

Maldon (All Saints w St Peter) Clergy: Asa Humphreys (PIC).

All Saints’ School: Phillip Brown (HT).

The Diocese of Delhi (The [United] Church of North India)

Maldon (St Mary) w Mundon (St Mary)  
Clergy: John Dickens (PIC), Robert Wiggs (AC).

The Diocese of Derby (The Church of England)

Mary, Martha and Lazarus, Companions of Our Lord
Southminster (St Leonard) and Steeple (St Lawrence and All Saints) 
Clergy: Peter Begley (PIC). Licensed Lay Minister: Jenny Pratt.

Southminster Primary School: Spencer Bragg (HT)

The Diocese of Derry & Raphoe (The Church of Ireland)

Tue 27

July
Sat 24

Sun 25

Mon 26

Thu 29

Wed 28

Lifestreams Saint Cedd’s Church in 
Westcliff-on-Sea are set to offer a new 
series of Life Skills Courses for the local 
community, starting in September. 

The courses are free of charge thanks 
to donations and funding from 
Southend Airport.

The CAP (Christians Against Poverty) 
Life Skills course is an eight-week course, 
which equips people with skills and useful 
information. Topics include: how to eat well 
on a budget and how to make money go 
further.

Glyn Jones, CEO of London Southend 
Airport, said: “The work by Saint Cedd’s 
brings vulnerable people together within 
our community to equip them with the tools 
to manage real life scenarios. Offering 
these courses free of change is possible  
by donations and Southend Airport is 
proud to support this valuable cause.”

The church launched the Life Skills 
courses last year, but the course was 
interrupted due to lockdown restrictions. 
Upon completion of the course, it is 
hoped that candidates will then continue 
to meet at the Church’s weekly ‘Oasis at 
LifeStreams’ sessions for ongoing support.

Revd Colin Baldwin, Priest-in-Charge, 
Lifestreams Saint Cedd’s, said: “The 
church is here to support local people.  
Life skills is a simple, but effective way 
to boost confidence, learn basic skills 
in a relaxed and safe environment 
where people make lasting, supportive 
friendships. We are very grateful for  
help with funding for this valuable  
course that enables us to proceed  
with the next series of sessions.”

For more information about the Life Skills  
course and for real-life stories about how  
the course has helped change lives,  
visit www.capuk.org.

Life Skills Courses at 
Lifestreams Saint Cedd’s 
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William Wilberforce, Social Reformer, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas 
Clarkson, anti-slavery campaigners, 1833, 1797 and 1846

Woodham Mortimer (St Margaret) w Hazeleigh and Woodham Walter  
(St Michael) Clergy: Julie Willmot (PIC).

Woodham Walter School: Sue Dodd (HT).

The Diocese of Dhaka (The [United] Church of Bangladesh)

Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus, 1556

Journeys change you. That is what the biblical journeys and modern 
pilgrims share. Getting lost, missing a waymark, bumping into strangers, 
an evening meal in a remote pub. The exposure of the journey makes us 
vulnerable, open to new experiences. 

We are remoulded on the way. And as the Israelites discovered in the 
Exodus, the journey means you must deal with the things that bubble to 
the surface on the way – both challenges and opportunities.

Stuff happens on journeys. People change, see new possibilities. Pilgrims 
must live with whoever God sends them. Living with difference is the 
path of the pilgrim - finding yourself in unfamiliar territory with unfamiliar 
customs and practices that invite us to walk into a bigger space, beyond 
what we assumed was our comfort zone. 

In the New Testament, the word often translated as “pilgrims” (1 Peter and 
in Hebrews) means an alien without citizenship. That is the challenging 
side of being a follower of Jesus. It is costly, exposing.

The Diocese of San Diego (The Episcopal Church)

Fri 30

Sat 31
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NOTES: 

Where parochial links are known to exist the names of overseas workers are placed immediately 

after the appropriate parish. Further information concerning overseas dioceses, including the 

names of bishops, is contained in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, available on their website  

www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer.aspx 

ABBREVIATIONS: 

A Assistant Clergy; AAD Assistant Area Dean; AC Associate Priest/Minister; AD Area Dean; 

AM Assistant Minister, AR Associate Rector; AV Associate Vicar; AYO Area Youth Officer, BMO 

Bishop’s Mission Order; BP Bishop; CA Church Army; CIC Curate in Charge; CHP Chaplain; EVN 

Evangelist; HT Head Teacher; LLM Licensed Lay Minister; MCD Minister of Conventional District; 

MIC Minister in Charge; PEV Provincial Episcopal Visitor; PIC Priest in Charge; PP Public Preacher; 

R Rector; RD Rural Dean; Rdes Rector designate; RDR Reader; PTO Permission to Officiate; RES 

Residentiary Canon; Sr Sister, TM Team Ministry; TR Team Rector; TV Team Vicar; V Vicar; Vdes 

Vicar designate; WDN Warden. 

 Follow our daily prayers on Twitter @chelmsdio #chelmsdio_cop and on our website 

 www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray. 

The contribution of Mrs Jenny Robinson to compiling the prayers in WE PRAY is 

gratefully acknowledged.

CONTACT:

To contact us about the distribution of or items for WE PRAY, please email 

wepray@chelmsford.anglican.org. To have WEPRAY delivered to your inbox, sign up to our 

e-bulletin at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/media/e-bulletins. 

Investment for the Church of England. Supporting communities, touching lives. www.ccla.co.uk
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