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Lent Holy Sabbatical
a time of rest and renewal
Bishop Guli has invited the diocese to
observe a Holy Sabbatical during Lent this
year. The Holy Sabbatical is an opportunity
for us to pause, take a deep breath; to take
stock and draw on the gifts of the Holy Spirit
as we set out faces to the future.
The Holy Sabbtical is an invitation for each
of us individually, but also together in our
various communities, to step into a different
rhythm and a different way of being. It
may be about deepening our personal
discipleship but it’s also, and primarily,
about our corporate life together and
how we might as a Diocese hear what
God is saying to us.
A range of resources has been put together
to help parishes, groups and individuals
participate in the Holy Sabbatical. These
include suggested prayers, readings,
wellbeing resources, reflections from our

A Collect for the

Bishops on the theme of silence; video
presentations on prayer and opening to
God; a “Prayer for Today” inviting us to
reflect on a different passage from the
Gospels day-by-day.
The importance of this time, however, is not
having a lot more to do. One of the ancient
names for the season of Lent is “the healing
time”. Rest and renewal are the keynotes,
inviting us to open up to God in fresh and
refreshing ways.
During the Holy Sabbatical, Chelmsford
Cathedral will be hosting reflective
sessions along the themes of art, music and
meditation with self-guided material to take
away and to access online. During the final
week there will be activities for children to
coincide with the school holidays.
chelmsford.anglican.org/holy-sabbatical

May
Sat 28

Calendar of Saints: Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec,
Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
Pray for: The Diocese of Luapula (The Church of the
Province of Central Africa)

Sun 29

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
ANGLICAN COMMUNION SUNDAY
Pray that there will be unity and concord in the Anglican Communion
throughout the world.
Pray for: The Church of South India [United]

Mon 30

Pray for: Warley (Christ Church) and Great Warley (St Mary)
Clergy: Stuart Hull (PIC), Adrian McConnaughie (AC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lucknow (The [United] Church of North India)

Tue 31

VISIT OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO ELIZABETH
Pray for: The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live
and work in the Deanery of Brentwood.
The Diocese of Lui (The Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan)

God of our pilgrimage,
whose Son commanded the wind
and waves to be still,
and in whom we find the peace that
passes understanding:
grant that this Lent,
we may learn again to hear your still, small voice,
and be refreshed and sustained on our journey
until our restless hearts find their rest in you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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March
Tue 1

Calendar of Saints: David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, c.601
Pray for: Cranham Park (St Luke) Clergy: Michael Vickers (V),
Kevin Barnard (AC), Jenny Heinink (AC), Ken Perkins (AC), Neil Barrett (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Khahlamba (The Anglican Church of
Southern Africa)

Wed 2

Calendar of Saints: Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672
Pray for: Gidea Park (St Michael) Clergy: Daniel Kirk (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Khartoum (Province of the Episcopal Church
of Sudan)

Thu 3

Pray for: Harold Hill (St George) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Harold Hill (St Paul) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kibondo (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Fri 4

Pray for: Harold Wood (St Peter) Clergy: Robert Hudson (V),
Richard Power (AC), Andrew Bellis (A).

Weekly Sermon Video
You can watch our weekly sermon videos online at
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/sermons and
they are published every Sunday morning on the
Chelmsford Diocese social media pages, search
#ChelmsDioSermon on Facebook and Twitter.
If you would like to receive our weekly sermon
videos and transcripts in advance by email,
sign up by scanning the QR code.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Hornchurch (St Andrew) Clergy: Ken Wylie (AD, V), Lisa Bewick (AC)
Marianne Hayward (A). Reader: Carole Sherratt.
Pray for: The Diocese of Kibungo (Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda)

Sat 5
Sun 6

Pray for: The Diocese of Kigali (Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda)
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Pray that we will daily continue to listen to God and look for his purpose
in our lives during this holy season of Lent.
Pray for: the Anglican Church of Korea
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Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.
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May
Tue 24

Calendar of Saints: John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists,
Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788
Pray for: Ingrave (St Nicholas)
Clergy: Paul Hamilton (R). Licensed Lay Minister: Carolyn Robertson.
Ingrave (St Stephen) Clergy: Paul Hamilton (R).
Licensed Lay Minister: Carolyn Robertson.
Ingrave Johnstone School: James Rogers (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Long Island (The Episcopal Church)

Wed 25

Calendar of Saints: The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar,
Historian, 735
Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709
Pray for: Hutton (All Saints and St Peter) Clergy: Andy Smith (AD, PIC), Tony
Baxter (AC) Lisa Whymark (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Tino To.

A Prayer for Ukraine

All Saints School: Jeanette Manookian (HT).

God of peace and justice,

Pray for: The Diocese of Los Angeles (The Episcopal Church)

we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.

Thu 26

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,

THY KINGDOM COME

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.

Pray for: Ingatestone (St Edmund and St Mary) w Fryerning (St Mary Virgin)

We pray for those with power over war or peace,

Clergy: Vacancy (R) Sally Croft (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Tim Lee.

for wisdom, discernment and compassion

Ingatestone & Fryerning Junior School: Neil Taggart (HT).

to guide their decisions.

Pray for: The Diocese of Louisiana (The Episcopal Church)

Above all, we pray for all your precious children,
at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.

ASCENSION DAY

Fri 27

Pray for: Shenfield (St Mary the Virgin) Clergy: Christopher Mann (R).

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

St Mary’s School: Sally Taggart (HT).

Amen

South Weald (St Peter) Clergy: Jane Bradbury (PIC).
St Peter’s School: Iain Gunn (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Western Louisiana (The Episcopal Church)

Archbishop Justin Welby
4

Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
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March
Mon 7

Calendar of Saints: Perpetua, Felicity and Companions, Martyrs, 203
Pray for: Hornchurch (Holy Cross) Clergy: Julian Patching (PIC).
Licensed Lay Minister: Donatus Nwobi.
Hornchurch (St Nicholas) [Elm Park] Clergy: Amanda Keighley (V),
Tom Keighley (AC), David Perry (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kigeme (Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda)

Tue 8

Thy Kingdom Come 2022

Pray for: Squirrels Heath (All Saints) [Ardleigh Green]
Clergy: Chris Wragg (V).

2 6 M AY - 5 J U N E
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer
movement that invites Christians around the
world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost
for more people to come to know Jesus.
During May 26 - 5 June everyone across
East London and Essex is invited to join in
by making a Pledge 2 Pray.
Pledges can be made on the Thy Kingdom
Come website as an individual, as a family or
as a church. It is hoped that everyone who
takes part will deepen their own relationship
with Jesus Christ and also pray for friends or
family to come to faith in Jesus.
There are a range of prayer resources
available to support you if you wish to
take part, including daily videos.
The Right Reverend Lynne Cullens, the
Bishop of Barking, will be featured in one of

Calendar of Saints: Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910
Felix, Bishop, Apostle to the East Angles, 647
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest, Poet, 1929

North Ockenden (St Mary Magdalene) Clergy: Marion Williams (PIC).
the Thy Kingdom Come daily prayer
videos alongside the Right Reverend Lusa
Nsenga-Ngoy, the Bishop of Willesden
and the Right Reverend Saju Muthalaly,
the Bishop of Loughborough.
In the video Bishop Lynne will speak about
her faith journey and she will share what she
is most thankful for in her ministry. Do keep
an eye on the Diocese of Chelmsford social
media channels where we will share this
more widely once it’s published.

Pray for: The Diocese of Kigezi (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Wed 9

Pray for: Rainham (St Helen & St Giles) w Wennington (St Mary & St Peter)
Clergy: Elise Peterson (V), David Stainer (AC).
Pray for: The Diocese of North Kigezi (The Church of the Province
of Uganda)

Thu 10

Pray for: South Hornchurch (St John & St Matthew) Clergy: Kevin Browning (V).
Collier Row (The Ascension) Clergy: Alexandra Guest (PIC),
Roger Clarke (AC).

Thy Kingdom Come is once again working
with Cheeky Pandas to produce a variety
of resources for children and families.
Find out more about Thy Kingdom Come
and browse the full range of resources at
www.thykingdomcome.global.

Ember Day

Pray for: The Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro
(The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Fri 11

Ember Day
Pray for: Collier Row (The Good Shepherd) Clergy: David Hague (V), Keith
Turner (AC), David Harrigan (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Kerry Shipley.
Licensed Lay Pioneer Minister: Marcus Giddy.
Pray for: The Diocese of Lilmore, Elphin & Ardagh (The Church of Ireland)
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Please pray for Thy Kingdom Come – that more people to come to know the
love of Jesus Christ and for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would
be effective in our witness.

5

May
Fri 20

Calendar of Saints: Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804
Pray for: Brentwood (St Thomas) Clergy: Mark North (V),
Matthew Austen (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Lesley Lynn.
St Thomas’ Infant School: Caroline L’Estrange (HT).
St Thomas’ Junior School: Dean Moran (HT).
Becket Keys School: Andy Scott-Evans (HT).
Brentwood School: Adrian McConnaughie (CHP).
Doddinghurst All Saints Clergy: Ann Coleman (PIC), John Biddulph (A).
Doddinghurst Junior School: Russell Davies (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lokoja (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

Our Growing Young Leaders Course, which
seeks to encourage young people aged 13
and above in our churches to engage with
ministry and to build their leadership skills,
has been running for several years.
It continues to be valuable to our young
people and our church communities.
Due to its popularity, we have been
looking at ways that we can offer similar
opportunities to even more of our
young people.
Starting in March, we will be piloting
‘Growing Young Leaders [Younger Stream]’
for those aged 9-13. It will run over two
sessions at Great Notley Church, near
Braintree and will be an introduction to

ministry and leadership skills for this
younger age group.
If you know someone who would be
interested in building their leadership skills,
email Charley Day, Diocesan Youth Adviser,
on cday@chelmsford.anglican.org.
Charley would also like to talk to you if you
would like to see a Growing Young Leaders
group for 9 - 13-year-olds in your part of
our diocese.
Dates: 20 March & 26 June
Time: 2pm -5pm
Venue: The Church in Great Notley

Sat 21

Calendar of Saints: Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330
Pray for: The Diocese of Lomega (The Province of the Episcopal Church
of South Sudan)

Sun 22

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Please pray for the ministry of the Actors Church Union, and everyone
involved in the local theatre and entertainment industry in our Diocese.
Pray for: the Church of the Province of South East Asia

Mon 23

Pray for: East and West Horndon (St Francis) w Little Warley (St Peter)
and Childerditch (All Saints & St Faith) Clergy: Vacancy (R).
Margaretting (St Margaret) w Mountnessing (St Giles) and Buttsbury
(St Mary) Lead Minister: Timothy Lee.
Margaretting School: Máire O’Regan (Exec. HT),
Melissa Taylor (Head of School).
Mountnessing School: Holly Obank (HT).

6

Please pray for the Diocesan Mustard Seed Team in their work across Essex
and East London with Children, Families and young people. In particular,
pray for our young people undertaking the Young Leaders Course, that the
course continues to grow and shape our church communities and that the
new younger stream course will flourish in the future.

Pray for: The Diocese of London (The Church of England)
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March
Sat 12

Ember Day
Pray for: The Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman
(The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

St Peter’s school journeys towards
environmental sustainability
Pupils at a Church of England primary in
South Weald have been the driving force
behind the school’s journey towards
environmental sustainability.
Often children and young people are the
most aware of the need to reduce our
environmental impact, and after a group of
pupils St Peter’s Church of England Primary
School ran a worship session on caring for
the environment and highlighted the
problem of plastic pollution, the school
was inspired to think about how they
could work towards sustainability.
The school is part of the Eco-Schools
programme - a pupil-led way to get
schools and wider communities involved
in environmental projects. As part of the
programme, St Peter’s has established
a pupil ECO-club which put together an
environmental action plan for the school.
As part of this plan, they campaign to
switch devices off and ensure lights are
turned off when not in use to save energy.
Speaking about how the school began their
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environmental journey, Headteacher at
St Peter’s, Iain Gunn said: “We started by
making small changes, like using reusable
cups at lunch and establishing a weekly litter
pick around the village. We also changed
our end of term balloon release after a very
heartfelt presentation by our children.”
The school now recycles old clothes,
batteries, crisp bags as well as plastic and
paper. In the last year the school has also
switched to LED lighting, fitted solar panels,
and installed a ground heat source pump to
heat their swimming pool. There are future
plans to replace the school’s main boiler
and fit more solar panels.
Iain continues: “I’m really proud of our pupils
who are passionate about ensuring we play
our part as a school community in caring
for God’s creation. I’m delighted we are
on course to achieve ECO-School bronze
status and that is thanks to the hard work
of our pupils. We are looking strategically
at how we become carbon neutral by 2030
alongside all parts of the Church of England.”

Please pray for the staff and pupils at St Peter’s Church of England Primary
School as they continue with their ECO-School journey and work towards
becoming become carbon neutral by 2030.

Sun 13

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
And now we give you thanks because through him you have given us
the spirit of discipline, that we may triumph over evil and grow in grace.
(Alternative Service book 1980)
Pray for: The Anglican Church of Melanesia

Mon 14

Pray for: Collier Row (St James) w Havering-atte-Bower
(St John the Evangelist.) Clergy: David Anderton (V), Geoff Clarke (A).
Dame Tipping School: Máire O’Regan (Exec HT),
Stephen Ley (Head of School).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kindu (Province de L’Eglise Anglicane du Congo)

Tue 15

Pray for: Romford (St Alban) Clergy: Roderick Hingley (V).
Romford (St Augustine of Canterbury) Clergy: Martin Howse (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kinkiizi (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Wed 16

Calendar of Saints: Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, c.460
Pray for: Romford (St Andrew [& St Agnes]) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Katakwainshasa
(Province de L’Eglise Anglicane du Congo)

Thu 17

Pray for: Romford (St Edward the Confessor) Clergy: David Simpson (Vicar).
St Edward’s CE Academy: Jodie Hassan (HT).
St Edward’s CE Primary School: Mr Chris Speller (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kirinyaga (The Anglican Church of Kenya)
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May
Mon 16

Calendar of Saints: Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877
Pray for: Walthamstow (St Peter-in-the-Forest) Clergy: Vacancy (V),
Alex Summers (AC). Licensed Lay Minister: Bernard Eaton.
Walthamstow (St Saviour) Clergy: Salvador Telen (V).
St Saviour’s CE School: Emma Cherry (HT).
The Retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Waltham Forest.
Pray for: The Diocese of Liverpool (The Church of England)

Tue 17

On the second anniversary of the first
national lockdown, everyone is welcome to
join Chelmsford Cathedral for a special day
of reflection as we pause to acknowledge
the effect the coronavirus pandemic has
had on each one of us and remember
those we have lost.
There will be two services at 12noon and
7pm led by members of the community and
the Salvation Army Band with refreshments
provided all day in the Cathedral grounds.
Inside there will be people available to talk
to and an opportunity to light a candle and
remember those we have loved and lost.
The Very Revd Nicholas Henshall, the Dean
of Chelmsford will be leading a quiet day
at the Chelmsford Diocesan House of
Retreat on the National Day of reflection,
23 March, 9.30am – 4pm.
For more details and to book, email
retreathouse@chelmsford.anglican.org.

8

Area Bishop: John Perumbalath. Archdeacon of Chelmsford: Elizabeth
Snowden; Acting Archdeacon of Southend: Mike Power. Area Advisers:
Andy Griffiths; SSM Adviser – Southend Archdeaconry: Phyllis Owen;
Women’s Adviser: Marion Walford; Liturgical Adviser: Barry Johnson.

A prayer remembering the departed

Pray for: The Diocese of Liwolo (The Province of the Episcopal Church
of South Sudan)

Lord of all, we praise you
for all whom we love but see no longer,
who have entered into their rest.

Wed 18

Give us grace to follow in their footsteps
as they followed in the way of your Son.
Thank you for the memory of those
you have called to yourself:
by each memory, turn our hearts
from things seen
to things unseen,

Pray for: The Bradwell Episcopal Area:

Pray for: The Deanery of Brentwood
Area Dean: Andy Smith. Lay Chair: Paul Betts.
Chaplain: Adrian McConnaughie, Brentwood School.
Pray for: The Diocese of Llandaff (The Church in Wales)

Thu 19

Calendar of Saints: Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Monastic Reformer, 988
Pray for: Bentley Common (St Paul) w Kelvedon Hatch (St Nicholas)
and Navestock (St Thomas) Clergy: Julie Hardy (PIC), John Biddulph (A).

and lead us till we come to the
eternal rest

St Paul’s School: Louise Putt (HT).

you have prepared for your people,

Pray for: The Missionary Diocese of Lodwar (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Brentwood (St George) Clergy: Jane Bradbury (PIC).

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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March
Fri 18

Calendar of Saints: Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, Teacher of the Faith, 386
Pray for: Upminster (St Laurence) Clergy: Susannah Brasier (R),
Roy Murray (AC).
Noak Hill (St Thomas) Clergy: David Anderton (PIC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kisangani
(Province de L’Eglise Anglicane du Congo)

Sat 19

Calendar of Saints: JOSEPH OF NAZARETH
Pray for: The Diocese of Kita-Kanto (The Nippon Sei Ko Kai)

Sun 20

Being an Acting Archdeacon
The Revd Canon Mike Power has been serving as Acting Archdeacon of
Southend since Autumn 2021. He shares his experiences of stepping into
this new ministry with WePray.
As a colleague said the other day, as an
archdeacon you need to be both headlights
and oil; you have a key role to be “out front”
as a member of the senior leadership team,
but you also need to spend a great deal
of your time behind the scenes facilitating
the smooth running of the diocese and to
that end I have been greatly surprised by
the sheer number of issues that continually
bombard my inbox.
Some issues are straight forward, others
more complex but some reveal problems
that can seem, at first sight at least, to be
completely insurmountable.
I am however supported by a fantastic team
of Area Deans who all work extremely hard
at supporting parishes in their deaneries and
36

an absolutely fantastic PA without whom I
simply drown in the number of emails and
calls I receive on a daily basis.
For the majority of my time as Acting
Archdeacon I have found myself working
alongside some amazing clergy and I am
regularly humbled to see God at work in the
diverse expressions of church that can be
found across the archdeaconry.
There are, however, many times when I have
to make difficult decisions that will have the
potential to change lives and the future of a
parish and I pray, daily that God will provide
me with wisdom courage and compassion
that I may make the right decisions for the
good of his church and the building of
his kingdom.

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
‘Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls;
that we may be defended from all adversaries which may happen to the
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.’ (BCP Collect for today)
Pray for: La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico

Mon 21

Calendar of Saints: Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop,
Reformation Martyr, 1556
Pray for: The retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and
work in the Deanery of Havering.
Pray for: The Diocese of Kitale (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Tue 22

Pray for: The Deanery of Newham
Area Dean: Dave Chesney. Lay Chair: Shirley Biro.
Assistant Area Deans: Cornelius Henry, Merrin Playle.
Chaplains: Christopher Oladuji, (Newham University NHS Trust), Vacancy
(Barts Health NHS Trust) Vacancy (Richard House Children’s Hospice),
Santou Beurklian-Carter and James Grenfell (Whipps Cross University NHS
Trust); Rachel Allen Stephen Chandler (East London NHS Foundation Trust);
Christiana Asinugo (Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre);
Vacancy (London City Airport).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kiteto (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)
9

Mothering
Sunday

May
Thu 12

Calendar of Saints: Gregory Dix, Priest, Monk, Scholar, 1952
Pray for: Walthamstow (St Mary, St Gabriel, St Luke)
Clergy: Vanessa Conant (TR), Andrew Stewart (TV), Alan Moss (AC),
Jill Mowbray (AC), David Edmondson (A).
Readers: Robert Duddridge, Helen Miller.
St Mary’s CE Primary School: Jennifer Matthews (HT).
Walthamstow (St Andrew) [Higham Hill Ecumenical Partnership]
Clergy: Stella Olukanmi (PIC), Hilda Gilbert (AC).

Each year on the fourth Sunday of Lent,
countries around the world celebrate
Mothering Sunday. Churches celebrate
by giving thanks to the women who have
nurtured us throughout our lives.
The church recognises that the day may
be difficult for some people and so services
may include prayers for those who don’t find
the day particularly easy. In some churches
flowers are blessed and handed out during
the main service.

A prayer for Mothering Sunday
Loving God,
Thank you for mums and children
and for all the joy of family life.
Be with those who are grieving because
they have no mother;
Be close to those who are struggling
because they have no children;
Be near to those who are sad because
they are far apart from those they love.
Let your love be present in every home,
And help your church to have eyes to see
and ears to hear the needs of all who come.

Walthamstow (St Barnabas w St James the Greater)
Clergy: Salvador Telen (PIC).

Here are some of the traditions that
have shaped Mothering Sunday into
the celebration recognised today:

The Journey to the Mother Church
In the 16th century, people would make a
journey to their ‘mother’ church once a year.
This might have been their home church,
their nearest cathedral or a major parish
church in a bigger town.
The service which took place at the
‘mother’ church symbolised the
coming together of families.

A day off to visit Mother
Another tradition was to allow those
working in the fields on wealthy farms
and estates in England to have the day
off on the fourth Sunday of Lent to
visit their mothers and possibly go to
church too.
This was a variation on the theme of
visiting the ‘mother’ church and was a
move towards a more family focussed
occasion.

Pray for: The Diocese of Limerick & Killaloe (The Church of Ireland)

Fri 13

Pray for: Walthamstow (St John) Clergy: Kieran Bush (V).
Walthamstow (St Michael & All Angels) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lincoln (The Church of England)

Sat 14

Calendar of Saints: MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE
Pray for: The Diocese of Litoral Ecuador (The Episcopal Church)

Sun 15

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Christian Aid Week begins. God of the impossible, we pray for justice,
peace and reconciliation. And when the challenges seem too many,
remind us of your resurrection power, and the miracles of your love that
happen whenever injustice is dismantled and rebuilt with peace.
Help us to hope that the impossible can happen and live as if it might
do so today. Amen (Prayer for Christian Aid)
Pray for: The Scottish Episcopal Church

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
10
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March
Wed 23

Pray for: East Ham Holy Trinity Team Ministry (St Mary, St Bartholomew, St
Alban Upton Park, St Edmund) Clergy: Susan Lucas (TR), Quintin Peppiatt
(TV), Ann Easter (AC), John King (A), Marco Filipe Lopes (A).
East Ham (St George and St Ethelbert) Clergy: David Haokip (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kitgum ( The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Thu 24

Calendar of Saints: Walter Hilton of Thurgarton,
Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396
Paul Couturier, Priest, Ecumenist, 1953
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980
Pray for: East Ham (St Paul) Clergy: Merrin Playle (V). Licensed Lay Minister:
Keith Bone. Reader: Philip Burgess.
Pray for: The Diocese of Kitui (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Fri 25

Pray for: Forest Gate (All Saints) Clergy: Jeremy Fraser (PIC),
Fred Ashford-Okai (AC), Milen Bennett (AC).

Harlow College Chaplaincy
Revd Shaun Moore is chaplain at Harlow
College, a role he began in October last year.
Shaun writes about how he supports college
staff and students in his chaplaincy role:
Being Chaplain at Harlow has been a
challenge and a great opportunity. I am part
of the Wellbeing and Safeguarding Team
and am there to be a support for any student
or staff member. Long term counselling
is provided but I am there as ‘first call’ for
anyone who wants a listening ear.
It is a marvellous privilege to be a visible
Christian presence in a secular institution
and to show God’s compassion and care
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Forest Gate (Emmanuel w St Peter Upton Cross) Clergy: Chigor Chike (V),
Ajennie Subaran (A).

to all regardless of their beliefs. So many
people in our society seem lost and have
no-one to whom they can turn in crisis.
Being a member of staff and being on site
walking around with a clerical collar has
opened so many doors and apart from those
who want to unburden themselves I have
had some amazing conversations – young
people especially are really searching for
the meaning of life and who they are in a
confusing world.

Pray for: The Diocese of Kivu (Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda)

Sat 26

Calendar of Saints: Harriet Monsell, Founder of the Community
of St John the Baptist, 1883
Pray for: The Diocese of Nord Kivu (Province de L’Eglise Anglicane du Congo)

Sun 27

It is a tremendous joy to listen and to discuss
and while I am doing that to pray for people.

Please pray for the staff and students at Harlow college; and that Shaun’s
work as chaplain continues to lead to open conversations with people
about faith, spirituality and more.

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (MOTHERING SUNDAY)
Pray for mothers everywhere, give thanks for their love and devotion, and
pray, too, for the work of the Mothers’ Union and the Women’s Institute and
all who work untiringly to maintain the values of the home and family life.
Pray for: The Church of the Province of Myanmar [Burma]

Mon 28

Pray for: Forest Gate (St Mark) Clergy: Ben King (V).
Forest Gate (St Saviour and St James) Clergy: Cornelius Henry (R),
Janetta Brathwaite (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kobe (The Nippon Sei Ko Kai)
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May
Fri 6

Pray for: Harrow Green (Holy Trinity, St Augustine of Hippo)
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Polly Kersys-Hull (A).
Highams Park (All Saints) Clergy: Malcolm Porter (V).
Licensed Lay Minister: Mick Holloway.
Pray for: The Diocese of Leicester (The Church of England)

Sat 7
Sun 8

Pray for: The Diocese of Lesotho (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Please pray for the House of Retreat at Pleshey, for all those who work and
minister there, for the Friends of Pleshey, and for those who visit or stay.
Pray for: the Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda

A reflection from the Dean of Chelmsford

Mon 9

Leyton (All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

The Very Reverend Nicholas Henshall writes:
In Genesis 32 Jacob wrestles through the
night with God, and in the morning the sign
that he has met with God – and that he is
ready to face the future – is that he goes on
his way limping. It is an extraordinary and
provocative encounter.
If we fast forward to John 20 – the
encounter between Thomas and Jesus – we
find something equally extraordinary and
provocative: the risen Christ is still wounded.
He still bears the marks of the cross in his
body. The wounds leads Thomas to faith:
“My Lord and my God!”
This wide space of time from Lent right
through to Pentecost invites us on that
journey. Whatever else Lent is for us, it
invites us to a radical honesty about who we
are; a recognition of the slum within.
12

One of the great hymn writers of the
Christian tradition, Isaac of Nineveh, once
wrote that “the person who can recognise
the depth of their own frailty is greater than
the person who sees visions of angels.
That is the journey through Lent that leads
us to the cross where we see God shoulder
our all too human fallibility.
Easter does not somehow put a sticking
plaster on our weakness. Good Friday and
Easter Day are not two separate events but
a single saving event through which God
harrows the hell of our humanity.

Pray for: Leyton (St Mary w St Edward & St Luke)
Clergy: Alexander Gordon (PIC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lexington (The Episcopal Church)

Tue 10

Pray for: Leyton (Christ Church) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Philip Brentford (AC).
Leyton (Emmanuel) Clergy: Ade Ademola (V), Eileen Rose (A).
Leyton (St Catherine and St Paul) Clergy: William Donoghue (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Liberia (The Church of the Province of West Africa)

Wed 11

Pray for: Leytonstone (St Andrew) Clergy: Paul Kennington (V).
Leytonstone (St John the Baptist) Clergy: David Britton (V), Pervaiz Khan
(AC), Elizabeth Blackham (A), Polly Kersys-Hull (A).
Leytonstone (St Margaret w St Columba) Clergy: Neil-Allen Walsh (PIC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lichfield (The Church of England)

God’s self-emptying (Philippians 2) for love
of the whole created order is a permanent
characteristic of the Trinity.
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March
Tue 29

Pray for: Little Ilford (St Barnabas)Clergy: Revd Robert Ryan (V).
Manor Park [Little Ilford] (St Michael and All Angels, St Mary the Virgin)
Clergy: Lee Taylor (R).
Pray for: The Diocese of Koforidua
(The Church of the Province of West Africa)

Creating a Hybrid Church
The Revd Alex Jeewan, Team Vicar for Saffron Walden and the villages including
Wendens Ambo St Mary the Virgin explains how digital communications has
helped bring his congregation together both virtually and physically:
One of the challenges for the Church
throughout the pandemic has been to allow
our parishes access to high quality worship,
whether they are at home or in the church
building. It has been the same for us in the
Saffron Walden Team.
One of the churches I am responsible for in
Wendens Ambo issued a further challenge.
How to allow people to make meaningful
contributions when they are online and
enable them to be fully part of the service?
My colleague, the late Revd Tim Hardingham
- an associate priest, with other members
from our team, came up with a creative way
to include people at home. We made sure
that people at home could help lead the
services by providing prayers, reading the
bible or even preaching. We then provided
a screen for those in the church building to
see those online.
This meant that everyone could see all
those who were in church AND those who
were at home. It was a very inclusive model
and we saw more people coming to our
services either physically or online as a
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result, including children. There were a few
challenges, especially as we were a rural
church. We had to make sure that we had
the technical aspects sorted and that we
could get a reliable internet connection.
As usual God provided for our needs.
We had some technical knowledge and
willingness from our treasurer, Robert
Wilson, some generous donations to the
church of equipment and an able Zoom
verger, who could mute, welcome and
organise those who were online.

Wed 30

Pray for: North Woolwich (St John w Silvertown)
Clergy: Jeremy Fraser (V), Emeka Ejinkonye (AC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kolhapur (The [United] Church of North India)

Thu 31

Calendar of Saints: John Donne, Priest, Poet, 1631
Pray for: West Ham (St Matthew) Clergy: Christiana Asinugo (V),
Sandra Eldridge (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kollam - Kottarakkara (The [United] Church of
South India)

Our hybrid service enables us to be the
church together both virtually and physically.
It reminds us that we are the Church
wherever we are and not just when we
are in the church building.
Alex was recently a guest speaker at our
Diocesan Online Church Webinar. You
can watch a recording of the webinar at
chelmsford.anglican.org/online-church
You will also find details of our next webinar,
taking place on 16 May at 7pm - online church
for ministry with children and young people.

Please pray for the parish of Wendens Ambo St Mary the Virgin, that their
Hybrid Church worship continues to grow and it inspires others as they
discern how best to use digital communications in their mission and ministry.
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May
Sun 1

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Please pray for followers of other faiths, that there may be discussion and
understanding between all of God’s people.
Pray for: The Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Mon 2

Calendar of Saints: PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES
(transferred from 1 May)
Pray for: Woodford Wells (All Saints & St Andrew) Clergy: Paul Harcourt (V),
Mark Castleton (AC), Malcolm Porter (AC), David Baker (A), Thomas Jee (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Les Crossland.
The Retired Clergy, Readers and ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Redbridge.

Bishop Lynne welcomed to our diocese
The Right Reverend Lynne Cullens was
officially welcomed to our diocese as the
next Bishop of Barking at a special welcome
service at Chelmsford Cathedral on
Saturday 26 February.

diocese, the Diocese of Chester and her
pectoral cross which was designed by
Students from the London Design and
Engineering University Technical College
in Stratford.

The service was an opportunity to formally
welcome Bishop Lynne into her new role
before she begins her public ministry on
21 March. It was attended by church leaders
and church communities from across
Chelmsford Diocese, including the Barking
area. The service was also attended by
civic leaders and Bishop Lynne’s former
colleagues from Chester Diocese.

The Bishops of Colchester and Bradwell, the
Right Reverend Roger Morris and the Right
Reverend John Perumbalath presented
Bishop Lynne with her cope and mitre.

During the service, Bishop Lynne was
presented with important symbols of her
new ministry, including her pastoral staff
which was gifted to her by her former

Bishop Lynne was consecrated as a bishop
at St Paul’s Cathedral in January during a
service led by the Archbishop of Canterbury.
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Students from St John’s Church of England
Secondary School in Epping, who met
Bishop Lynne when she was first introduced
as the next Bishop of Barking, in November
2021, also took part in the welcome service.

Pray for: The Diocese of West Lango (The Church of the Province
of Uganda)

Tue 3

Pray for: The Deanery of Waltham Forest
Area Dean: David Britton. Lay Chair: Vevet Deer.
Chaplain: Vacancy (Chigwell School).
Pray for: The Diocese of Langtang (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

Wed 4

Calendar of Saints: English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era
Pray for: Chingford (St Peter and St Paul, All Saints) Clergy: Justin LewisAnthony (R), Hilary Musker (AC), Marilyn Claydon (A), Katherine Ward (A).
Chingford CE Primary School: Lindsey Lampard (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Lebombo (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Thu 5

Pray for: Chingford (St Anne) Clergy: Jude Bullock (V), Mick Scotchmer (AC).
Chingford (St Edmund) Clergy: Lesley Goldsmith (V), James Gilder (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Leeds (The Church of England)
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Barking Churches Unite
A charity in Barking brings together Christians and church
communities from across denominations to support local
people affected by homelessness, disadvantage and isolation.
Barking Churches Unite has a joint strategy
of prayer and mission, in order to love back
the community for God. The charity operates
from three premises gifted rent free by the
council and local businesses. They run a
number of projects centred on wellbeing from
a unit in the local shopping centre. Services
include bereavement support, alcohol and
drug rehabilitation, an arts and craft activity
programme for those with mental health issues
and an advisory service supporting people into
employment. This premises also provides a
mailing address for the homeless.
At the Barking Learning Centre, Barking
Churches Unite provide 100 free meals a day,
five days a week, through the ‘Pit stop’ café for
those who are homeless or in need. Here, they
also provide emergency food parcels and run a
community food club which helps people with
additional food supplies.
The third site is a warehouse that supports
those who have been recently rehoused with
free furniture, white goods and other household
items. Prayer is a priority and activities include
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street prayer and united prayer meetings,
regular prayer meetings for children’s and
youth leaders and an intercessors group
praying regularly for the community.
Michael Mednick, Coordinator for Barking
Church Unite, said: “We are a group of
churches across denominations, who share
the same passion; to demonstrate the love
of God to our town. We come together to
pray and serve Barking, so that we can
bring blessing and transformation.
“Last year we received over 25,000 visits
and provided over 22,500 meals through
our café and helped with housing, benefits,
food supplies and many other things.
We’ve supported, prayed and cared for
people with the love of Jesus and seen
them make positive steps towards change.
“We want to grow our services and hope
to set up a discipleship programme
in the future so that people in our
community can come to know Jesus.”
www.barkingchurchesunite.org

Please pray for the work of Barking Churches Unite, the trustees and the
volunteers. Pray that churches engage further with the charity to help
bring God into the community.

Speaking ahead of the service, Bishop Guli
said: “We are very much looking forward
to welcoming Bishop Lynne to Chelmsford
Diocese with this special service at
Chelmsford Cathedral. Please join me in
praying for her as she prepares to take up
her new ministry alongside a fantastic team
of clergy and lay people who faithfully lead
our churches in the Barking Area. Bishop
Lynne’s experience in her previous ministry
will be a great blessing as we continue to
serve and bring the good news of Jesus
to the many different communities across
Essex and East London”

Looking forward to the welcome service,
Bishop Lynne said:“I’m looking ahead to the
Service of Welcome with joyful anticipation
and with gratitude at being able to share
the occasion with so many who have been
important to me in my life and ministry to
date, as well as with those who will be into
the future.
“I’m very much looking forward to this new
phase of my ministry as Bishop of Barking
and to meeting with - and learning from
- the people, communities and partners
who make up the Barking area. It will be a
privilege to serve God alongside you.”

Please pray for Bishop Lynne as she begins her new ministry as Bishop
of Barking. Please also pray for God’s blessing on mission in the diocese
and on the communities of the Barking area.
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Upcoming events at the
Diocesan Retreat House
Holy Week Quiet days
£30 per quiet day, including lunch.
During Holy week the Retreat House is hosting Quiet Days led by senior clergy:
11 April - led by The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford
12 April - led by The Right Reverend Roger Morris, Bishop of Colchester
13 April - led by The Venerable Christopher Burke, Archdeacon of Barking

Creative Writing Weekends
If you’re a writer, an author, or someone
who’d like to put pen to paper (or fingers to
keyboard!), creative writing weekends at
the Retreat House are for you!
Three workshops, covering an introduction
to writing, publication and how we can use
writing to grow closer to God, as well as
help others walk with Jesus.
10 May: Workshop 1 - An introduction to writing
14 June: Workshop 2 - Writing for publication
5 July: Workshop 3 - Writing for the glory of God

These workshops are being led by
Sheila Jacobs. Sheila is a writer, CBC
award-winning author, editor and
retreat leader. Much of her work
involves assessing books for publication.
She loves to encourage new writers to
explore their gift, hone their skills and
listen to God.
Each workshop costs £30 and includes
lunch (a discount of 10% if you book
all three sessions). Arrival from
9.30am for a 10am start.

To book these events please email retreathouse@chelmsford.anglican.org.
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Please pray for all those who work and lead retreats at the Diocesan
Retreat House. Pray for all the visitors, that they feel refreshed from
having time and space in a special place of prayer.

Roger Mcfarland, Licensed Lay Minister
at All Saints’ Springfield, has been
awarded an MBE for his community
work, particularly for the YMCA
and as a lay minister with the North
Chelmsford Mission and Ministry
Partnership.
Speaking on receiving the honour,
Roger said:“I feel very blessed to
receive this honour in recognition of my
involvement with YMCA Essex and as a
lay minister in Chelmsford.

I must pay tribute to all my friends
and co-workers at YMCA, at All
Saints’ Springfield, and in the North
Chelmsford Mission and Ministry
Partnership churches, for the many
wonderful ways in which they are
serving the community - it’s their vision,
dedication and hard work which makes
everything possible, and the honour
belongs to us all.”

Read more about Roger’s award and his work for the YMCA at
www.ymcaessex.org.uk
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April
Fri 1

Calendar of Saints: Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest,
Teacher of the Faith, 1872
Pray for: Stratford (St John w Christ Church) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Christiana
Asinugo (AC), Robert Otule (A), Daniel Scott (A). Reader: Iris Bryzak.
Stratford (St Paul) and (St James) Clergy: Ivo Anderson (V),
Saffron Ryan (AC), Raquel Moreira (A).
St James’ Junior School: Rose Boland-Bourne (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kondoa (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Church Leaders recognised in
New Year’s Honours List
Two church leaders within our diocese have been awarded honours for services to
their local communities in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List.
The Revd Don Smith, Rector of St Mary’s
Parish Church, Frinton-on-Sea has been
awarded a British Empire Medal for services
to the community of Frinton-on-Sea during
the COVID-19 Pandemic.
The award recognises the work that started
before the first COVID 19 lockdown began in
March 2020 when Don developed a project
to supply food and medical prescription
supplies to residents who might be stranded
without help, including the elderly, the infirm
and those with additional needs.
This service was free to use, with recipients
paying their food bill at a later date, if they
were able to. An emergency phone helpline
was also established. This scheme was
way-ahead of the need that began to arise
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Sat 2

Pray for: The Diocese of Kongor (The Province of the Episcopal Church of
South Sudan)

Sun 3

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (PASSIONTIDE BEGINS)
Father, help us to be like Christ your Son, who loved the world and died for
our salvation. Inspire us by his love, and guide us by his example. Amen.
Pray for: The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

Mon 4

and inspired other organisations to become
part of the project. The Emergency helpline
became a vital, successful and respected
project in the local area.
Don also organised a scheme to provide all
eligible primary school children in the area
with free lunches during the 2020 Christmas
school holidays.
On receiving the award, the Revd Don Smith
said: “I feel very honoured to receive a
British Empire Medal, it’s very encouraging.
But there’s been many people involved in
putting together a scheme to help people
who might be isolated during the pandemic.”
Read more about Don’s British Empire
Medal and community work at
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/news

Pray for: Victoria Docks (The Ascension) Clergy: Dave Chesney (V),
Oyinlade Oladipo (A).
Victoria Docks (St Luke) Clergy: Amy Stott (V). Reader: Carole Davison.
St Luke’s School: Matt Hipperson (HT).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kontagora
(The Church in the Province of the West Indies)

Tue 5

Pray for: West Ham (All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Al Gordon (AC), Simon
Nicholls (AC), Dave Wade (AC).
West Ham Church Primary School: Nicola James (HT).
Beckton (St Mark) Clergy: Peter Ngugi (PIC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kootenay (The Anglican Church of Canada)

Wed 6

Pray for: Canning Town (St Matthias) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).
Plaistow (St Martin) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Marco Filipe Lopes (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Eastern Kowloon (Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui)
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April
Fri 29

Calendar of Saints: Catherine of Sienna, Teacher of the Faith, 1380
Pray for: Woodford Bridge (St Paul)
Clergy: Ola Franklin (V). Licensed Lay Minister: Mac Leonard.
Pray for: The Diocese on the Lake (The Church of Nigeria [Anglican
Communion])

Sat 30

Holy Week to Easter Day
at Chelmsford Cathedral

Calendar of Saints: Pandita Mary Ramabai,
Translator of the Scriptures, 1922
Pray for: The Diocese of Lango (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Everyone is very welcome to join in with Holy Week and Easter services
at Chelmsford Cathedral, either in person or online. Details will be
available on the Cathedral website chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk and
on Facebook @chelmsfordcathedral.
The daily reflections from Palm Sunday to Easter Day will be led by
Bishop Tim Stevens, who will also preach on Palm Sunday at 3.30pm.
Good Friday at 12 noon, and at the 10.30am Eucharist on Easter Day.
Tim is a wonderful speaker, with a wealth of wisdom to share.
Palm Sunday: Sunday 10 April
10.30am – Eucharist
3.30pm – Words and Music for the
start of Holy Week

Friday 15 April
12noon – Preaching of the Cross
2pm – Liturgy of Good Friday
5.15pm – Choral Evensong

Monday to Wednesday of
Holy Week: 11 – 13 April
7.30pm – Compline led by the Cathedral
Choirs followed by a short reflection

Saturday 16 April
7.30pm – Diocesan Vigil
and Confirmation Service

Thursday 14 April
7.30pm – Eucharist of the Last Supper
followed by the Watch
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Easter Day: Sunday 17 April
7.45am – Morning Prayer
8am – Holy Communion
9am – All age Eucharist
10.30am – Eucharist for Easter Day
led by the Bishop of Chelmsford
3.30pm – Festal Evensong
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April
Thu 7

Pray for: Plaistow (St Philip, St James, St Mary)
Clergy: David Hoyte (V), Christopher Oladuji (AC).
Crossway Stratford (BMO) Clergy: Jamie Child (Minister in Charge),
Andrew Holt (AC)
Pray for: The Diocese of Western Kowloon (Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui)

Fri 8

The Retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Newham.

Tower of Strength
All Saints’ Church, in Brightlingsea, is
soon to start work on an exciting project
which will bring the church’s history and
heritage alive.
The ‘Tower of Strength’ project will see
repairs to the 13th century church building,
and a new-build extension to provide an
equal-access toilet and a kitchenette.
The repairs and new facilities will enable
the church to host a wide-ranging activity
programme to share the living heritage of
All Saints’ church with visitors. There will
be a special focus on the maritime history
connected to the church, the natural
environment in the churchyard, as well as
opportunities for art, craft and music events.
Volunteers will have the opportunity to learn
new skills and the capital works programme
offers employment prospects.
Children will have the chance to take part
in bat-watching or star-gazing, and once
repairs have been carried out to the Tudor
Tower, visitors will be able to retrace the
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Pray for: Christchurch Three Mills (BMO) Clergy: Dan Scott (Lead Minister)

steps of the boy who used to light a beacon
on top of the Tower to guide sailors safely
back to Brightlingsea on stormy nights.
Elizabeth Foss Smith, part of the project
team at All Saints, said: “The ‘Tower of
Strength’ project will allow us to unlock the
door to the past and take us to the future.
We’ve received great support from across
the town and local residents have been
contributing ideas for events and activities.
“We look forward to when the works are
completed, and we are able to welcome
everyone so they can learn more about
the wonderful history and heritage of
All Saints’”.
The project has been made possible thanks
to local fundraising efforts and several
successful grant applications totalling
awards of over £500,000, including funding
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund.
www.allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk

Please pray for the team All Saints’ Church, Brightlingsea, for all those
involved in the ‘Tower of Strength’ project and for those who will visit
once works are completed.

Pray for: The Diocese of Krishna-Godavari (The [United] Church
of South India)

Sat 9

Calendar of Saints: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, Martyr, 1945
Pray for: The Diocese of Kubwa (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

Sun 10

PALM SUNDAY
Jesus, you rode into your city in triumph of this day, receiving the shouts
and welcome of many. Come into our Churches today. Receive our
welcomes and our acclaim. Come to rule in the hearts and minds of all
who lead us and help us all to go out and proclaim you as King
over all the world.
Pray for: the Church of North Indian [United]

Mon 11

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Pray for: The Deanery of Redbridge
Area Dean: Martyn Hawkes. Lay Chair: Philip Carnelley.
Assistant Area Dean: Janet Buchan.
Chaplains: Santou Beurklian Carter (Whipps Cross University Hospital),
Christopher Oladuji (Newham University Hospital); Philip Wright (Barking,
Havering & Redbridge Hospital NHS Trust); Stephen Chandler (East London
NHS Foundation Trust); Rachel Allen (NE London NHS Foundation Trust);
Marie Segal (Workplace Chaplain Ilford), Martyn Hawkes (Snaresbrook
Crown Court).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kuching (The Church of the Province of
South East Asia)
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April
Sat 23

SATURDAY OF EASTER WEEK
Pray for: The Diocese of Lagos (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

Sun 24

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Pray for those who today still risk all to proclaim their faith in an often
hostile world. Remember all Christians who struggle to maintain their
freedom to worship.
Pray for: the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea

Mon 25

Pray for: South Woodford (Holy Trinity, Hermon Hill)
Clergy: Abi Todd (PIC), Jonathan Huff (A). Reader: Leslie Crossland.

An Easter Prayer

Pray for: The Diocese of Lagos Mainland (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

From the Church of England

Lord of all life and power,

Tue 26

overcame the old order of sin and death

Wanstead Church School: Natalie Denchfield (HT).

to make all things new in him:

Pray for: The Diocese of Lagos West
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

grant that we, being dead to sin
Wed 27

be praise and honour, glory and might,
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Calendar of Saints: Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894
Pray for: Woodford Green (St Barnabas) Clergy: William Obedoza (V).

may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit

Calendar of Saints: GEORGE, MARTYR, PATRON OF ENGLAND, C.304
(transferred from 23 April)
Pray for: Wanstead (St Mary w Christ Church)
Clergy: Martin Hawkes (PIC), Christopher Taylor (AC), Richard Wyber (AC),
Tom Britt (A), Olive Thursby (A).

Who through the mighty resurrection of your Son

and alive to you in Jesus Christ,

Calendar of Saints: MARK THE EVANGELIST

Pray for: The Diocese of Lahore (The [United] Church of Pakistan)

Thu 28

Calendar of Saints: Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South Pacific,
Martyr, 1841

now and in all eternity.

Woodford (St Mary w St Philip and St James) Clergy: Elizabeth Lowson (R).
Reader: Mark Lewis.

Amen

Pray for: The Diocese of BrisbaneLainya (The Province of the Episcopal
Church of South Sudan)
25

April
Tue 12

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Pray for: The Benefice of Aldborough
Aldborough Hatch (St Peter) Clergy: Kate Lovesey (PIC).
Licensed Lay Minister: Vanessa Cole.
Great Ilford (St John the Evangelist, Seven Kings) Clergy: Kate Lovesey (PIC).
Licensed Lay Minister: Keziah Jimoh.
Pray for: The Diocese of Kumasi (The Church of the Province of West Africa)

Joyful Noise at St Andrews
with Holy Cross
After a delay due to Covid-19, September
2021 finally saw the launch of a new and
exciting under 5’s group at St Andrews
Church, Basildon.
Joyful Noise provides a safe space for
families at no cost, where children can play
and adults can come alongside each other,
build relationships, meet new people and
make friends.

team at St Andrew’s says: “Fridays are fast
becoming my favourite day of the week,
Jesus is doing a new thing and it is so
exciting to join in and be a part of what
he is doing in this place.
“Prayer is at the heart of what we do. The
team comes together at the start and end
of every session to pray for the families
and each other.

The sessions start with free play, using
everyday objects. The snack bar with hot
drinks and breakfast snacks, provides
reluctant eaters an opportunity to try
new things.

“We have light touch opportunities for
families to engage in or ask for prayer. It’s
been such a privilege when families have
spoken to us about difficulties they are
facing or have asked us to pray for them.”

Everyone gets involved with ‘tidy up time’
before sitting down for worship with Rev Ted
(the prayer bear) through stories, songs and
talking to Jesus, using the interactive prayer
bag and board - finishing with a loud AMEN!

“Almost every week one of the adults will
ask a question about faith or tell me they
want to go to church but can’t. It makes my
heart happy to see their faces when I tell
them that Joyful Noise is church, it just looks
different to what they would expect”

Nikki Firth, from the Children and Families
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Please pray for the Joyful Noise team and the work that they do. Pray that
when families come to Joyful Noise that they discover a community of
love, support and care, where there are opportunities to ask questions,
doubt, explore and grow stronger in faith together as they encounter the
love, grace and hospitality of Jesus.

Wed 13

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Pray for: Aldersbrook (St Gabriel) Clergy: Martyn Hawkes (AD, V), Mark
Kenny (AC), Christopher Smaling (AC).
Barkingside (Holy Trinity) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Rosemary Potten (AC),
Andew Appiah (A).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kumi (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Thu 14

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Pray for: Barkingside (St Cedd) Clergy: Paul Harcourt (PIC).
Barkingside (St Francis) Clergy: Michael Bradley (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kurunegala- Extra Provincial to the Archbishop
of Canterbury (The Church of Ceylon)

Fri 15

GOOD FRIDAY
Pray for: Barkingside (St George) Clergy: Benjamin Wallis (V)
Barkingside (St Laurence) Clergy: Chris Burrows (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kushtia (The [United] Church of Bangladesh)

Sat 16

EASTER EVE
Pray for: The Diocese of Kutegi (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])
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April
Sun 17

EASTER DAY
“The great gift of Easter is hope – Christian hope which makes us have that
confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love,
which nothing can shake.” Basil C. Hume
Pray for: the Church of Pakistan [United]

Mon 18

Pray for: Goodmayes (All Saints) Clergy: Ade Eleyae (V).

An Easter message from Bishop Guli

Goodmayes (St Paul) Clergy: Janet Buchan (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kwara (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])

The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, the Bishop of Chelmsford
has written her Easter message for 2022.
I love this time of year - leaves and
blossom on the trees; the air full of the
sound of birdsong; and warmth beginning
to return to the sunshine. Each and every
spring, it really feels like new life is on
the horizon.

the light floods in again, and the silence is
broken by the euphoria of the discovery
of the empty tomb and the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, just as he had
promised. And in that moment, the world
is transformed for ever.

The greatest sign of that new life is
of course the earth-shattering and
extraordinary event that changed the
world for ever – Easter Day – the most
important day in the Christian calendar.

The message of Easter for us is that no
matter how bleak life seems, no matter
how we feel we have let God down, no
matter what we face in our lives, God’s
love for us is stronger than anything, even
than death. This perhaps is a message we
need to hear more strongly once again
after the devastation of the last two years
of pandemic.

We can’t of course have that new life that happy ending - without the drama
and apparent tragedy of Holy Week: the
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem,
while the crowds wave palms and shout
‘Hosanna’ to their king and then just a few
days later turn on him to shout “Crucify”;
the intimate meal of the Last Supper that
Jesus has with his friends on Maundy
Thursday; his betrayal and trial; and his
death in agony on the cross on Good Friday.
All is silence and despair; and darkness falls
over the face of the earth. But suddenly
22

Tue 19

“Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory thou o’er death
has won!”

TUESDAY OF EASTER WEEK
Pray for: Great Ilford (St Margaret of Antioch, St Clement)
Clergy: Stephen Pugh (V).
Great Ilford (St Alban) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kwoi (The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Wed 20

WEDNESDAY OF EASTER WEEK
Pray for: Great Ilford (St Andrew) Clergy: Marie Segal (V), Hayley Morris (AC).
Pray for: The Diocese of Kyoto (The Nippon Sei Ko Kai)

Thu 21

THURSDAY OF EASTER WEEK
Pray for: Great Ilford (St Luke) Clergy: John Brown (V), Bridget de Mello (AC).
Great Ilford (St Mary) Clergy: Gareth Jones (V), Jacob Kyei-Baffour (AC).

It is also a message we are called to share
and live out in the communities we serve.
Through the good news of Easter, we can
hope, live and love again in the light and
peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ.

MONDAY OF EASTER WEEK

Pray for: The Diocese of Kyushu (The Nippon Sei Ko Kai)

Fri 22

FRIDAY OF EASTER WEEK
Pray for: Hainault (St Paul) Clergy: Ken Ashton (V), Sarah Clarke-Moisley (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Ellen Hunt.
Pray for: The Diocese of Lafia (The Church of Nigeria
[Anglican Communion])
23

