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The Porch Pantry: Community and 
Church together in difficult times
The Porch Pantry at St Peter and St Paul, 
West Mersea, has been running for just 
over two years and has seen a significant 
increase in demand since the start of 
the pandemic.

Items such as cereal and tinned goods 
are left in the porch of the church allowing 
people to help themselves to supplies 
with anonymity. Furthermore, no eligibility 
voucher are required, and no one oversees 
visitors. Indeed, nobody really knows if 
visitors to the porch are donating, collecting 
food, reading notices or looking at the 
Prayer Cross.

At the beginning of the pandemic, the 
church successfully applied to Essex County 
Council for emergency food bank funding 
and was awarded £500 to boost supplies. 
Although the main body of the church was 
closed during lockdown, the porch doors 
remained open for people 
to access the pantry. 

The Porch Pantry is greatly supported by 
the local community. Operations Manager 

of Mersea Outdoors, Paul Button, hosted 
a hugely popular quiz on Facebook every 
week during lockdown and asked quizzers 
to donate to the pantry online, raising almost 
£400. Another local resident has been 
making and selling face masks in aid of the 
Porch Pantry and has raised a further £400. 

To date, their Just Giving page has raised 
over £4,000. Donations help replenish the 
pantry with essential groceries and enable 
the church to support families.

Volunteer, Emma Cornwell, says “It is heart 
breaking to know that so many people are 
struggling; yet at the same time, heart-
warming to see our community pull together. 
Mersea residents never cease to amaze 
me with their generosity and support, 
particularly during such challenging times. 
We’ve received some incredible food and 
financial donations from the community, 
Island businesses and clubs. The Porch 
Pantry would not be possible without the 
wonderful people of Mersea, it is a 
true testament to Community and  
Church Together.” 

To donate visit www.justgiving.com/campaign/merseaislandporchpantry3

Wormingford (St Andrew) and Mount Bures (St John) w Little Horkesley 

(St Peter and St Paul) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer 
Minister), Hannah Cooper (AC), Ray Gibbs (AC), Paul Mann (AC). 

The Dioceses of Saskatoon (Canada) and Eastern Himalayas (North India)

In the Hebrew Bible the Book of Numbers is known by its opening words: 
“in the wilderness”. That phrase alone resonates with many of the stories 
people have been telling over the last six months. But “wilderness” here 
is not necessarily a negative word. As we say each year in Lent, when we 
are with Christ in the wilderness, it is the place where we begin to face 
ourselves as we really are; a place of renewal; a place where we seek to 
let go of one set of habits and choices and make new and better ones. 
The journey has changes us and – as the Israelites discovered as they got 
to the Promised Land – there is no “going back to normal”. We are now 
pioneers on a new frontier.

The Dioceses of Sebei (Uganda), Eastern Kowloon (Hong Kong) and 
Kyushu (Japan)

The First Sunday of Advent 
“Keep us, O Lord, while we tarry on this earth, in a serious seeking after  
thee, and in an affectionate walking with thee, every day of our lives; that  
when thou comest, we may be found not hiding our talent, nor serving the 
flesh, nor yet asleep with our lamp unfurnished, but waiting and longing 
for our Lord, our glorious King, for ever and ever.” Richard Baxter (1615-91)

PRAY for The Lusitanian Church (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury), The Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral, Bishop

Andrew the Apostle

Shrub End (All Saints w St Cedd) Clergy: Vacancy (V). 

Wivenhoe (St Mary) Clergy: Erwin Lammens (AAD, R), Sara Batts-Neale 
(AC), Elisabeth Ring (A). Reader: Glyn Stanway.

The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Colchester.

The Dioceses of Sekondi (West Africa) and Eastern Michigan 
(The Episcopal Church)

November

Sun 29

Mon 30

Sat 28

Fri 27

31



Thu 1

Fri 2

Sat 3

“A praying church is a living organism, powered by the love of God, 
and directed by his will.” (Susan Sayers) 

Remegius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 533
Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1885
Colchester Episcopal Area Roger Morris, Area Bishop; Ruth Patten, 
Archdeacon of Colchester; Robin King, Archdeacon of Stansted. Chaplains: 
Sarah Batts-Neale, Essex University; Matthew Ling, Linda Peall and Hilary 
Platts, East Suffolk & North Essex NHS Foundation Trust; Terry Walker, St 
Helena Hospice; Robert Burles, Stansted Airport.

The Dioceses of Perth (Australia), Chhattisgarh (North India) and Chicago 
(The Episcopal Church)

The Deanery of Witham
Area Dean: Simon Garwood. Lay Chair: Mike Robinson.
West Mersea (St Peter and St Paul) w East Mersea (St Edmund),  
Peldon (St Mary Vn), Great & Little Wigborough St Stephen & St Nicholas
Clergy: Vacancy (R), Terry Walker (A). LLM: Anne Owen.

The Dioceses of Peru (South America) and Chichester (England)

George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Ecumenist, Peacemaker, 1958
Each of us has different and contrasting stories to tell about the last six 
months and our present experience. But for all of us, the need to be 
cared for, supported, encouraged, held is fundamental to our well-being 
personally and as a community. This is challenging territory and we will all 
make many mistakes along the way. 

Note the importance of simple acts of kindness, attention to each other’s 
needs, paying attention to our own, nurturing those things in our lives that 
help each of us and all of us together to live more fully out of a place of 
abundance. Finding water in a dry valley, as Psalm 84 says “Blessed are 
those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion, 
who going through the barren valley find there a spring, and the early rains 
will clothe it with blessing.”

The Dioceses of Peshawar (Pakistan), Chotanagpur (North India) and 
Koforidua (West Africa)

Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.

October
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INVESTMENT FOR THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES

“A garden requires patient labour and attention. 
Plants do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions  

or to fulfill good intentions. They thrive because  
someone expended effort on them.”

– Liberty Hyde Bailey, 

Horticulturalist and Botanist



Christ the King (Sunday next before Advent)
O loving Lord, be near us at this time of worship. Open our ears to hear 
your voice; our eyes to behold your glory; our hearts to receive your 
grace; our lips to show forth your praise; for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our King and Saviour.

PRAY for The Church of Bermuda (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury), The Rt Revd Nicholas Dill, Bishop of Bermuda

Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100
Colchester (St Peter and St Botolph) Clergy: Mark Wallace (PIC).  
Reader: Duncan Breckels.

Fordham (All Saints) w Eight Ash Green (All Saints) 
Clergy: Vacancy (R), Francis Blight (AC).

Fordham All Saints School: Jakki Sibley (HT).

Holy Trinity School Eight Ash Green and Aldham: Ceri Daniels (HT).

The Dioceses of Santiago (Chile) and Santiago (Philippines)

Stanway (St Albright w St Andrew’s Church Centre) Clergy: Tony Bushell 
(PIC), Wendy Pagden (Pioneer Minister), Christopher Willis (A).  
LLM: Clement Arde-Acquah, Penny Bonham, Morag Bushell.

The Dioceses of Sao Paulo (Brazil) and East Carolina 
(The Episcopal Church)

Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th Century
Isaac Watts, Hymn Writer, 1748

West Bergholt (St Mary the Virgin) and Great Horkesley (All Saints, 
St John) Clergy: Mandy Elmes (PIC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister), 
Hannah Cooper (AC), Ray Gibbs (AC), Paul Mann (AC), Anne Mason (A), 
Reader: Sandra Baker.

Heathlands School, West Bergholt: Melanie Cork (Acting HT).

The Bishop William Ward School, Great Horkesley: Toby Bull (HT).

The Dioceses of Sapele (Nigeria) and East Kerala (South India)

Lexden (St Leonard) Clergy: Matthew Simpkins (PIC), Viv Mendham (A), 
Jacquie Messinger (A), Maggie Whiteman (A).

Myland (St Michael) Clergy: Ray Gibbs (PIC), Hannah Cooper (AC), Paul 
Mann (AC), Hazel Greenland (A). 

The Dioceses of Saskatchewan (Canada), East Ruwenzori (Uganda) 
and East Tennessee (The Episcopal Church)

November

Wed 25

Tue 24

Mon 23

Sun 22

Thu 26
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Harvest
Most of the agricultural land in our 
diocese has now yielded its harvest. 
Each harvest, I follow the age-old 
tradition of picking an ear of wheat and 
rubbing it between my hands until the 
grain is separated from the stem and 
the husk loosened from the grain. A 
gentle blow then lifts the chaff away 
revealing the precious grains of wheat. 

This year the ear of wheat was 
very small, confirming poor harvest 
predictions. The single stem held 
a sense of foreboding: low yields, 
reduced food production and financial 

challenges for an industry already 
dealing with the fallout of COVID-19 
and anxieties over post-Brexit 
trading conditions.

But I was also moved by the sight of the 
tiny grains of corn resting in my palm. 
They represented such a determination 
to grow to maturity during this year’s 
extreme weather conditions.

The ear of wheat inspired this poem 
dedicated to all farmers managing the 
impact of the poor wheat yields 
of Harvest 2020.

Ears of Harvest
This ear of wheat plucked from the farm
Now nestled and protected in gently 
cupped palm.

Prayer-poised hands roll this ear  
of unknown,
Kernels exposed, chaff softly blown.

Smaller and fewer, the grains of this harvest;
Each precious and treasured, not to be 
tarnished.

These tiny grains, what do they hold?
Feeding the body, nourishing the soul?

The Farmer of the world promised all  
would be gathered;

The smallest, the weakest; all to 
be treasured.

This wheat in my palm hides priceless creed;
With the faith of the Farmer, grain  
becomes seed.

As finger-grip loosens, where will the  
seed fall?

Amidst rocks or thorns or the good soil  
of the soul?

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls - Rural Adviser and Agricultural Chaplain
4



Tue 6

Wed 7

The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity
Animal Welfare Sunday: Pray for all charities involved in the care and 
protection of our animals, and for veterinary surgeons and all those 
who work for the welfare of animals.

PRAY for The Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Most Revd Dr Maimbo 
Mndolwa, Archbishop.

Fingringhoe (St Andrew) w East Donyland [or Rowhedge] (St Lawrence), 
Abberton (St Andrew) w Langenhoe (St Mary) Clergy: Vacancy (PiC). 

Fingringhoe School: Bill Aylett (Interim HT).

Rowhedge St Lawrence School: Kerry Malcolm (HT).

The Dioceses of Peterborough (England) and Christ the King 
(Southern Africa) 

Great Totham (St Peter) w Little Totham (All Saints) and Goldhanger  
(St Peter) Clergy: Tracey Caswell (PIC), Susan Godsmark (AC).

The Dioceses of Phulbani (North India), Christchurch (Aotearoa NZ  
& Polynesia) and Kolhapur (North India)

Hatfield Peverel (St Andrew) w Ulting (All Saints) Clergy: Stephen Northfield 
(V), Derek Clark-Mayers (AC). Reader: Charles Cope.

St Andrew’s Junior School: Rebecca Black (HT).

The Dioceses of Pittsburgh (The Episcopal Church ) and Chubu (Japan)

Kelvedon (St Mary the Virgin) and Feering (All Saints) 
Clergy: Simon Garwood (AD, PIC).

Kelvedon St Mary’s Primary Academy: Michael Walsh (HT).

Feering School: Bridgette Gough (Executive HT).

The Dioceses of Polynesia (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia), Clogher (Ireland) 
and Cochin (South India)

Denys, Bishop of Paris, and his Companions, Martyrs, c.250 
Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, Philosopher, Scientist, 1253

North Blackwater Parishes: Tollesbury (St Mary Vn), Salcott Virley (St Mary 
Vn), Tolleshunt D’Arcy (St Nicholas), and Tolleshunt Major (St Nicholas)
Clergy: Tracey Caswell (PIC). Readers: Isabel Adcock, Tim Whitfield.

Tolleshunt D’Arcy St Nicholas School: Louise Eastbrook (HT).

The Dioceses of Popondota (Papua New Guinea) and Coimbatore 
(South India)

Thu 8

Mon 5

Fri 9

Sun 4 October
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Many churches are reaching out through 
social media right now, but Pioneer 
Minister, Revd Sarah Hayward and 
her team are doing something 
slightly different! 

Sarah who is based on the new Severalls 
housing development to the north of 
Colchester; has no church building, and 
her team is her family. 

They produce weekly YouTube videos and 
post them on local Facebook pages. 

The videos are not services as such, but 
they combine contemporary issues with 
Christian spirituality, through use 
of personal testimony, family activities, 
prayer and worship. 

They are deeply missional, and 
concentrate on loving people where 
they are at, and enabling them to 
experience God’s love in the privacy 
and comfort of their own homes. 

“During lockdown people didn’t know 
where to turn and so they turned to their 
phones; Facebook went mad”, remembers 
Sarah: “our totally new expression of 
church reaches right into peoples’ hearts 
and lives as they access the films from 
phones in their back pockets”. 

The films were initially set up to minister 
from one family to another, but ended up 
having a wider appeal - to young and old, 
mature Christians and non-Christians, 
families, couples and single people. 

Please pray that these YouTube links will 
continue to be opened, and shared, so 
that those who don’t go to church may 
find this resource works as a way for 
them to discover Jesus. 

To watch Sarah’s videos search 
‘Hayward’s Hope in Isolation’ on YouTube.  
Subscribe to the channel to be notified 
of new videos and to find out more.  
https://bit.ly/3cCGeWg

Hayward’s Hope in Isolation

28



Celebrating Lay Ministry
On 10 October, the diocese will celebrate 
all forms of lay ministry and Bishop Peter 
will licence our new Licenced Lay Ministers 
(LLMs) at a socially distanced service at 
Chelmsford Cathedral. 

The Lay Ministry Celebration service will 
be livestreamed so that people can join in 
online. The guest preacher at the service 
will be Carrie Myers, Lay Ministry Officer 
for the Church of England.

LLMs are theologically trained church 
leaders who will work alongside ordained 
ministers to teach and encourage 
discipleship. The service will be the first  
for Caroline Harding who was appointed  
as Lay Ministry Adviser for the diocese in 
the summer, succeeding Revd Canon  
Dr Elizabeth Jordan who has taken 
up a new part time role as Leadership 
Development Specialist. 

In her role, Caroline oversees the 
discernment for lay ministers, training  
and continuing ministerial development  

for lay ministers as well as the 
Course in Christian Studies. 

Caroline said: “I’m really looking forward 
to the Lay Ministry Celebration service and 
even though we won’t all be able to come 
together in the usual way I hope lots of 
people join in the celebrations by watching 
online. Congratulations to all our new LLMs 
who have heard God’s call. May they be 
blessed and be a blessing to all whom they 
serve in their future ministry”

Elizabeth added: “This is a gifted bunch of 
people who will be playing a strategic role 
in providing resources and leadership for 
Gods people.” 

You can find about more about our new 
LLMs on our website - www.chelmsford.
anglican.org/new-llm - where we have 
gathered their biographies and pictures. 

If you are feeling inspired by our new 
Lay Ministers, discover more about lay 
ministries in the Church of England at 
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/vocations. 
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Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, Philanthropist, 1231

Colchester (Christ Church) w (St Mary at the Walls)  
Clergy: Paul Norrington (AD, R). LLM: Sara Humphreys, Clive Joyce.

The Dioceses of Salisbury (England) and Dunedin  
(Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia)

Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680
Mechtild, Béguine of Magdeburg, Mystic, 1280

Colchester New Town and the Hythe (St Stephen, St Leonard, St Mary 
Magdalene) Clergy: Lorraine Badger-Watts (R), Sara Batts-Neale (AC). 
Reader: Andrew King.

Kendall School: Clare French (HT).

The Dioceses of Sambalpur (North India), Dunkwa-on-Offin (West Africa) 
and Durgapur (North India)

Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870
Priscilla Lydia Sellon, a Restorer of the Religious Life in the Church of 
England, 1876

Colchester (St Luke) Clergy: Hannah Cooper (PIC), Sarah Hayward 
(Pioneer Minister), Ray Gibbs (AC), Paul Mann (AC), Anne Mason (A),  
Chris Smith (A). LLM: Diana Benge-Abbott, Hugh Thomas.

The Dioceses of San Diego (The Episcopal Church) and Durham (England)

Today we use the word “corporate” to talk about big firms. But it is very 
much a New Testament word. It simply means being members of a body. 
One of the huge challenges of the Christian gospel is that it is never about 
me. The Old Testament and the New Testament are both clear that we are 
all in it together.

Most theologians would go as far as to suggest that in the Bible salvation 
is always corporate – always about us as a body rather than me as an 
individual. In fact, the word “individual” is not used in English to mean 
a single autonomous person until around 350 years ago. We are all in 
it together.

The Dioceses of San Joaquin (The Episcopal Church), Dutse (Nigeria) 
and Kyoto (Japan)

November

Sat 21

Thu 19

Fri 20

Wed 18

27



Paulinus, Bishop of York, Missionary, 644
Thomas Traherne, Poet, Spiritual Writer, 1674

Crossing borders is costly. We have to leave behind things that we 
treasure. And we will definitely have to encounter people and cultures 
that are different, where we don’t speak the language fluently. But each 
of those moments is an invitation to grow, to understand more deeply, 
and indeed to discover more fully who we are ourselves. When we stand  
on a boundary line, at a border, at a threshold, certainly we are anxious. 

But God is always inviting us to walk into that new future. Indeed,  
God is already standing on the other side of the border.

The Dioceses of Port Moresby (Papua New Guinea), Colombia 
(The Episcopal Church) and Kollam-Kottarakkara (South India)

The Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Give thanks for the work and ministries of our hospices who bring comfort 
and relief to patients and families in times of physical and spiritual need 
and stress. Pray for our hospice chaplains. 

PRAY for The Church of the Province of Uganda, The Most Revd Stephen 
Samuel Kaziimba, Archbishop

Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709
Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, 1845
Edith Cavell, Nurse, 1915

Wickham Bishops (St Bartholomew) w Little Braxted (St Nicolas) 
Clergy: Hilary Le Sève (PIC), Derek Clark-Mayers (AC).

The Dioceses of Port Sudan (Sudan), Colombo (Ceylon) & Kondoa (Tanzania)

Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066
Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry: Tolleshunt Knights (All Saints) w 
Tiptree (St Luke), Great Braxted (All Saints), Layer-de-la-Haye (St John the 
Baptist), Layer Breton (St Mary the Virgin) w Birch (St Peter), Layer Marney 
(St Mary the Virgin), Copford (St Michael), Easthorpe (St Mary), Messing (All 
Saints) and Inworth (All Saints) Clergy: Anne-Marie Renshaw (TR), Lydia 
Smith (TV). Reader: Harold Toms. 

Tiptree St Luke’s School: Martin Moriarty (HT).

Layer de la Haye School: Donna Gaffney (HT).

Birch School: Kate Moore (HT).

The Dioceses of Portsmouth (England), Colerado (The Episcopal Church) 
and Kongor (South Sudan)

Sun 11

Mon 12

Sat 10

Tue 13

October
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Past Cases Review 2 (PCR2) is a review 
into the handling of safeguarding cases 
across the Church of England.

The review was commissioned following 
a 2018 report that revealed many 
shortcomings both in the process and final 
outcome of the original Past Cases Review 
that had been commissioned in 2007. 

In every diocese across the country, 
independent reviewers will be looking at 
every safeguarding case file as well as the 
files relating to church officers, both lay 
and ordained, past and present. 

Parishes have also been asked to check 
that all their safeguarding cases have 
been correctly reported to their diocesan 
team and to notify them of any cases that 
haven’t been reported. 

A key focus of PCR2 is listening 
to survivors. 

Individuals who wish to make 
representations to the PCR2 process, 

who need to come forward with 
information or to make any  
safeguarding disclosures regarding 
church-related abuse are encouraged 
to make direct contact with the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team at 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org. 

However, recognising that this may not  
feel safe for those with a lived experience 
of abuse from within the Church,  
a dedicated helpline - 0800 80 20 20 
operated independently from the 
Church by the NSPCC, has been set up. 

We are also encouraging parishes 
to promote PCR2 in their own 
communications. To help you do this 
we have produced a poster and a model 
article for parish newsletters, magazines 
and websites which can be downloaded 
from our website. 

For further information on PCR2, visit 
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pcr2

Past Cases Review 2
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Samuel Seabury, First Anglican Bishop in North America, 1796
The Bible is full of the language of journeys. Abraham sets out from Iraq 
on a vast journey; Moses leads the people on a 40-year journey out of 
Egypt. The Gospels use the words “journey” and “way” again and again. 
Jesus even identifies himself as “the Way”. We are “followers of the Way”. 

This is important and dynamic language – Christians as those who are 
always moving forward on the way of Christ. The pilgrim (you and me as 
followers of Jesus) is always going forward, always breaking new ground; 
never a settler, always a pioneer walking always into a new future, in the 
assurance that wherever the way may lead, however many times we might 
get lost, however few the waymarks, God is the Lord of the journey.

The Dioceses of Sabah (South East Asia) and Down & Dromore (Ireland)

Second Sunday Before Advent
Pray for all those men and women who work in the emergency services 
providing 24 hour care and protection, both in front line and behind the 
scenes. Pray, too, for their chaplains. 

PRAY for The Church of Ceylon (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury), The Rt Revd Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey, Bishop of 
Colombo and The Rt Revd Keerthisiri Fernando, Bishop of Kurunegala

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Philanthropist, Reformer, 1093
Edmund Rich of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1240 

Colchester (St James and St Paul) Clergy: James McCluskey (R). 

St James School: Belinda Fellowes (HT). 

The Dioceses of Sabongidda-Ora (Nigeria) and Dublin & 
Glendalough (Ireland)

Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200

Colchester (St John the Evangelist) Clergy: Andy Sachs (PIC),  
Tim Solosy (A), Vivien Whitfield (A). 

Colchester St John’s School: Craig Twin (HT).

The Dioceses of Saldanha Bay (Southern Africa) and Duk (South Sudan)

November

Mon 16

Tue 17

Sun 15

Sat 14
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Diocesan Environment Group 
working on carbon neutral plans
Responding to climate change is an 
essential part of our responsibility to 
safeguard God’s creation as set out 
in the 5th mark of mission. 

There has been some great work taking 
place all over the diocese to tackle climate 
change and make our churches greener. 

During lent this year many of our churches 
engaged with the Church of England’s 
first ever green Lent campaign (#LiveLent), 
which featured 40 days of prayers 
and actions to encourage care for 
God’s Creation. 

As part of the campaign, the diocese ran a 
series on Lent Lectures which encouraged 
us to reflect on the environmental situation 
and our calling to live distinctively Christian 
lives in response to the climate crisis. 

There is a growing number of churches 
across the diocese engaging with the 
A Rocha Eco Church scheme, recently 
both Chelmsford Cathedral and St John’s 
Church Moulsham have been awarded 
silver status.

Earlier this year, General Synod set a new 
target for all parts of the church to work to 
become carbon ‘net zero’ by 2030. 

Following this, the Diocese of Chelmsford’s 
Environment Group (DEG) has been 
engaging with others across the diocese to 
formulate the right response to this motion. 

At Diocesan Synod this October, which will 
be held on Zoom, the DEG will invite the 
synod to pass a motion which will enable 
them to set out plans on how the Diocese 
of Chelmsford will approach the carbon 
neutral task set by General Synod.

8



Witham and Villages Team Ministry: Witham (St Nicolas), Rivenhall (St 
Mary & All Saints) and Silver End (St Francis), Fairstead (St Mary & St 
Peter), Terling (All Saints), White Notley (St Etheldreda), and Faulkbourne 
(St Germanus) Clergy: Vacancy (TR), Paul Watkin (TV), Susan Malam (AC), 
Christine Newmarch (AC), Will Abbott (A).

Witham Howbridge Junior School (Academy): Lisa Dale (HT).

Rivenhall School: Rebecca More (HT).

Terling School: Sarah Meares (HT).

White Notley School: Ruth Baugh (HT).

The Dioceses of Pretoria (Southern Africa) and Concepcion (Chile)

Teresa of Avila, Teacher of the Faith, 1582
The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work 
in the Deanery of Witham.

The Dioceses of Puerto Rico (The Episcopal Church), Connecticut 
(The Episcopal Church) and Connor (Ireland)

Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, and Hugh Latimer, Bishop of 
Worcester, Reformation Martyrs, 1555
The Deanery of Hinckford Area Dean: Jonathan Lowe.  
Lay Chair: Brian Vidler. Assistant Area Dean: Katie de Bourcier.

The Dioceses of Pune (North India) and Cork, Cloyne & Ross (Ireland)

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c 107
In Exodus 3, God speaks to Moses from the burning bush. Was the Bush 
always burning, and it was just this time Moses noticed? And perhaps 
Gabriel is always turning up. It is just that this time Mary was paying 
attention. God is always waiting to be gracious to us, always broadcasting 
- indeed Gabriel is the modern patron saint of radio broadcasters. It’s a 
question of whether we - like Mary are tuned in to the right frequency.

The Dioceses of Qu’Appelle (Canada), Costa Rica (Central America) 
and Kontagora (Nigeria)

Luke the Evangelist
One World Week begins: “It’s Our World – Let’s make it better”
Pray that a time will come when all the peoples of the world may be 
enabled to live together in peace, harmony and love.

PRAY for The Episcopal Church, The Most Revd Michael Curry, 
Presiding Bishop

Thu 15

Wed 14

Fri 16

Sat 17

Sun 18

October
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Since autumn 2019 a small group of young 
people from the Colchester Episcopal 
Area and the wider diocese has gathered 
regularly to develop and practice a rule  
of life for young people, called by them  
“The Living Way”. 

The four principles of the rule are Living 
Together, Living Well, Living with  
Myself and Living with Faith. 

Lockdown has given the group a great 
opportunity to meet regularly online. 
Before the summer, they met every week 
on Zoom to discuss one of the principles 
of the Living Way, completely led by the 
young people who take turns facilitating 
the sessions as well as hosting an 
Instagram account. 

One of the members, Joel, says: “When  
we meet together, I particularly enjoy 
being able to share our feelings without 
being judged. 

“What I discovered about God and prayer 
during the past few months is that God 
loves and respects all our opinions even 
though they are different. Prayer is a way 
to express and share those opinions  
with God.”

Supported by Dot Salmon, the Colchester 
Area Youth adviser, the Rt Revd Roger 
Morris, the Bishop of Colchester and  
Revd Colin Fairweather of St Paul’s Church, 
Braintree; the Living Way group is taking 
an active part in shaping ideas for the 
future vision for St Mark’s College, our 
diocesan residential youth centre in  
Audley End.

The group will continue to meet virtually 
in the autumn.

Search @_livingway on Instagram and get 
in touch if you, our someone you know 
would like to join. New people are always 
welcome – whether that is for a one-off 
visit or to join long term. 

The Living Way
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The Crown Nominations Commission 
(CNC) will meet and interview candidates 
this Autumn as the process to identify  
the next Bishop of Chelmsford draws  
to a close. 

As the CNC discerns who God is calling 
to be the next Bishop of Chelmsford, they 
will be focusing on the Diocesan Statement 
of Needs which was published by the 
Chelmsford Diocese Vacancy in  
See Committee in July.

The document, which tells the story of 
the Diocese of Chelmsford, incorporates 
views which were gathered as part of a 
public consultation in which more than 
1,000 people, churches and groups took 
part. The Statement of Needs sets out 
what people value most about the Church 
of England in Essex and East London, the 
challenges and opportunities the new 
Bishop will face and the qualities the 

11th Bishop of Chelmsford will need to 
bring to the role, particularly as we  
emerge from the coronavirus pandemic.

The CNC will make their nomination  
to the Prime Minister who, if he accepts  
will advise Her Majesty the Queen, who  
will formally appoint the next Bishop  
of Chelmsford.

Read the statement of needs and  
find out more about the process at  
chelmsford.anglican.org/our-next-bishop

Crown Nomination Commission 
meets to identify our next Bishop 

We are praying for a bishop 
who will lead the Diocese 
of Chelmsford with faith, 
imagination, energy and 
confidence as together we 
grasp the challenges and 
opportunities ahead
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Margery Kempe, Mystic, c.1440
Marks Tey (St Andrew) and Aldham (St Margaret & St Catherine) 
Clergy: Ian Scott-Thompson (PIC).

Marks Tey St Andrew’s School: Lelia Berkeley (HT).

The Diocese of The Free State (Southern Africa)

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of the Faith, 461

Berechurch (St Margaret w St Michael) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Jackie Sams (AC). 

The Dioceses of Rumonge (Burundi), Diocese On the Coast (Nigeria) 
and Kwoi (Nigeria)

Martin, Bishop of Tours, c.397
Greenstead w Colchester St Anne TM: Colchester (St Anne), Colchester (St 
Andrew), Colchester (St Matthew) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Susannah Howlett 
(Pioneer TV), Sara Batts-Neale (AC) LLM: Alison Gray, Terry Gray.

Colchester Parsons Heath School: Claire Newson (HT).

The Dioceses of Rupert’s Land (Canada) and Dogura (Papua New Guinea)

Colchester (St Barnabas Old Heath)
Clergy: Richard Tilbrook (V).

The Dioceses of Rutana (Burundi), Doko (Nigeria) and 
Dominican Republic (The Episcopal Church)

Charles Simeon, Priest, Evangelical Divine, 1836

Langham (St Mary the Virgin) w Boxted (St Peter) Clergy: Mandy Elmes 
(PIC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister), Hannah Cooper (AC), Ray Gibbs 
(AC), Paul Mann (AC), Anne Mason (A). Reader: Denise Hobday.

Boxted St Peter’s School: Laura Khine (HT).

The Dioceses of Ruwenzri (Uganda) and Dornakal (South India)

November

Wed 11

Thu 12

Tue 10

Fri 13

Mon 9
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Henry Martyn, Translator of the Scriptures, Missionary, 1812
North Hinkford Team Ministry: Alphamstone (St Barnabas), Belchamp Otten 
(St Ethelbert & All Saints), Belchamp St Paul (St Andrew), Belchamp Walter 
(St Mary), Bulmer (St Andrew), Foxearth (St Peter & St Paul), Great & Little 
Henny (St Mary), Lamarsh (Holy Innocents), Liston and Borley, Middleton 
(All Saints), Ovington (St Mary), Pentlow (St Gregory & St George), 
Twinstead (St John Evangelist) and Wickham St Paul (All Saints)
Clergy: Vacancy (TR), Gillian Morgan (TV), Paul Grover (A).

Bulmer St Andrew’s School: Danielle O’Connell (Acting HT).

Belchamp St Paul’s School: Julie Sarti (Executive HT).

The Dioceses of Quebec (Canada), Coventry (England) 
and Krishna-Godavari (South India)

The United Benefice of Great Tey (St Barnabas) w Little Tey 
(St James the Less), Wakes Colne (All Saints) & Chappel (St Barnabas)
Clergy: Vacancy (R). 

Great Tey School: Lucy Overton (HT).

Chappel School: Julie Ingram (HT).

The Dioceses of Raiwind (Pakistan), Cuba (The Episcopal Church) 
and Kubwa (Nigeria)

Halstead Area Team Ministry: Colne Engaine (St Andrew), Earls Colne 
(St Andrew), Gosfield (St Catherine), Greenstead Green (St James), 
Halstead (St Andrew w Holy Trinity), White Colne (St Andrew), 
Gestingthorpe (St Mary Vn), Great Maplestead (St Giles), Little Maplestead 
(St John the Baptist), Pebmarsh (St John the Baptist) Clergy: Katie de 
Bourcier (PIC), Mark Payne (TV), Rose Braisby (AC), Jo Parrott (A),  
Sharon Quilter, Beverley Vincent (A). Reader: Nicholas Ellis.

Colne Engaine School: Julie Sarti (HT). 

Halstead St Andrew’s School: Bridgette Gough (HT).

Great Maplestead St Giles School: Jinnie Nichols (EHT).

Pebmarsh St John’s School: Karen de Pietro (HT).

Halstead Holy Trinity School: Hayley Todd (HT).

The Dioceses of Rajasthan (North India) and Cueibet (South Sudan)

Mon 19

Tue 20

Wed 21

October
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Our second longest standing member of 
the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC), 
Peter Richards, has retired after nearly 
30 years of service. 

Peter first served on the DAC – the 
body which makes recommendations 
to the Chancellor and advises parishes 
when changes are requested to church 
grounds or buildings – in 1986 when 
he was appointed as a Local Authority 
representative to the Committee,  
working for Essex County Council as 
leader of the Historic Buildings and 
Conservation Areas Team. He then  
joined the DAC in a personal capacity 
in 1994.

Alongside other members of the 
Committee, Peter attended site visits  
and regular meetings to give advice 
on areas such as church architecture, 
furnishings, art and stained glass in 
response to parish faculty applications 
– the process by which parishes request 
permission to alter their churches or 
church grounds. 

Peter was chairman of the DAC until 
2004 but took a break in 2007 to care 
for his wife, who sadly passed away from 
dementia. He returned to the serve on the 
Committee in 2013.

Sandra Turner, Secretary to the DAC, 
said: “Peter has dedicated many years 
of service to the DAC and we are really 
appreciative of him giving up his time. 
Caring for church buildings is a great 
challenge but the expert advice Peter has 
given over the years has been invaluable 
and a great support to our parishes across 
Essex and East London. I wish him a very 
happy retirement from the Committee.”.

Peter added: “I have always had a passion 
for historic buildings. The work of the DAC 
is of continual interest and I believe the 
advice the DAC gives to the Chancellor 
and to the parishes to be important in 
the continuing development of the life 
of our churches”.

Peter will continue to stay in touch with the 
DAC and hopes to be able to attend site 
visits in the south east of the diocese.

Peter retires from the DAC
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“For I know the plans I have for you”, 
declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you; plans to give you 
a hope and a future.” 

Rough Diamonds, the Two Rivers Youth 
Group, usually meets twice a month, but 
during lockdown this changed to weekly, 
via Zoom. Meeting online enabled past 
members to join in, from far and wide, 
including Bury St Edmunds and Dundee!

The early days of lockdown were 
unsettling for all of us, but especially for 
our young people. One day they were at 
school or university preparing for their 
exams then the next they were told to 
stay at home. They had to adapt to 
online learning and couldn’t hang out 
with their friends. 

Through meeting online, the group were 
able to support each other through the 

ups and downs of lockdown. They shared 
their fears and feelings by looking at Bible 
passages, as well as taking part in some 
fun games and challenges. 

Rough Diamonds will continue to provide 
support for each other as the new 
academic year begins with a mix of socially 
distanced and online meetings.

A prayer from the Rough Diamonds 
Youth group:

Dear God, thank you that in these crazy 
times, you haven’t stopped loving us. 
Thank you that although everything around 
us has changed, you do not. 

Please bless our young people, especially 
those starting new courses, schools or 
universities. May they know your presence 
as you walk with them day by day.

Amen

Rough Diamonds
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Braintree (St Paul)
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Colin Fairweather (A). Reader: Susan Riches.
The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Braintree.

The Dioceses of Rorya (Tanzania), Derry & Raphoe (Ireland) 
and Dhaka (Bangladesh)

Leonard, Hermit, 6th Century
William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher of the Faith, 1944
The Deanery of Colchester
Area Dean: Paul Norrington. Lay Chair: Roger Ennals.  
Assistant Area Dean: Erwin Lammens. 

The Dioceses of Ruaha (Tanzania), the Diocese in Europe, and Europe 
(The Episcopal Church)

Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739
The experiences of this year have invited us to pay attention. Again and 
again in the sermon on the mount and indeed throughout the Gospels, 
that is precisely what Jesus invites us to do: to pay attention. 

To pay attention to God; to pay attention to ourselves; to pay attention to 
those under our care; and to pay attention to the context in which we are 
called to live our lives. And as we begin to pay attention, we begin to see 
the world as God sees it, to understand it as God understands it – not as 
the arena of our competitive jealousies and economic imperatives, but as 
the place where we learn to live and to flourish together in joy, simplicity 
and mercy.

The Dioceses of Rumbek (South Sudan), The Bahamas and The Turks and 
Caicos Islands (West Indies) and Kwara (Nigeria)

Remembrance Sunday (Third Sunday before Advent)
Ever-living God, we remember those whom you have gathered from the 
storm of war into the peace of your presence; may that same peace calm 
our fears, bring justice to all peoples and establish harmony among the 
nations, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. A prayer from the Church of 
England.

PRAY for The Church in the Province of the West Indies, 
The Most Revd Howard Gregory, Primate

Sat 7

Sun 8

Fri 6

November
Thu 5
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Two Rivers Benefice: Ridgewell (St Laurence), Ashen (St Augustine of 
Canterbury), Birdbrook (St Augustine of Canterbury), Sturmer (St Mary), 
Steeple Bumpstead (St Mary the Virgin) and Helions Bumpstead 
(St Andrew) Clergy: Jonathan Lowe (AD, V), Sue Cruse (AC), 
Theresa Lowe (A), Claire Robertson (A). LLM: David Buckley.

Ridgewell School: Kirsty Stuart (HT).

The Dioceses of Rayalaseema (South India), Cuernavaca (Mexico) 
and Curitiba (Brazil)

The Hedinghams and Upper Colne: Great Yeldham (St Andrew), Little 
Yeldham (St John the Baptist), Stambourne (St Peter & St Thomas), 
Tilbury-juxta-Clare (St Margaret), Toppesfield (St Margaret), Sible 
Hedingham (St Peter) and Castle Hedingham (St Nicholas) Clergy: Liz 
Paxton (R), Michael Bursell (AC) Justin Tomkins. LLM: Dave Brown.

Great Yeldham St Andrew’s School: Emma Flin (HT).

Toppesfield St Margaret’s School: Stephanie Newland (HT).

St Peter’s School, Sible Hedingham: Mr N Hancock (HT).

The Dioceses of Recife (Brazil) and Cuttack (North India)

United Nations Day
In the practice of our faith, there is no competition. There are no hierarchies 
in the Kingdom of God except the upside-down hierarchies of holiness 
where the first are last and the greatest is the servant, the child, the one 
who knows their poverty. 

Paul rams home this point again and again and again: God has already 
given us everything, and what our practice enables us do is not to “earn” 
this gift – that’s impossible, because God has already given it freely.
What our practice enables us to do is to live deeply out of that gift.

The Dioceses of Rejaf (South Sudan), Cyangugu (Rwanda) and Kuching 
(South East Asia)

The Last Sunday after Trinity (Bible Sunday)
Lord, help us to grow in faith, hope and love as we spend time with you 
and your Word this coming week. Help us also to support others as 
they grow in their faith.

PRAY for The Church in Wales, The Most Revd John Davies, Archbishop

Thu 22

Sun 25

Sat 24

Fri 23

October
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Dig for Victory was set up earlier this 
year by Revd Caroline Beckett, Vicar of 
Brightlingsea All Saints with St James 
in partnership with other churches in 
the Colchester area and the Colchester 
Foodbank. The project was created to 
help people, many of whom don’t have 
gardens, to grow their own food 
during lockdown.

Supported by a grant from Colchester 
Borough Council and supplies from a local 
garden centre, households were provided 
with everything they needed to become 
green fingered - compost, growing 
containers, seedlings, gardening gloves, 
tools, growing instructions and even a 
telephone gardening help line to call 
for advice.

Volunteers included teenager Danni 
Beckett-Martin who grew many plants 
from seed and nurtured them until they 
were ready to be given away. Mark 
Snelling at St. Margaret’s, Berechurch  
and the team at Colchester Foodbank 

helped with storage and deliveries 
and Revd Lorraine Badger-Watts of St. 
Stephen’s, Newtown (pictured above) 
ran a distribution hub.

As well as providing people with the 
means to grow nutritious food, the project 
also sought to support people’s mental 
health during the difficult lockdown period. 

Project founder, Revd Caroline said: “It 
was wonderful to experience the joy and 
enthusiasm of those receiving packages. 
We are hoping for a wonderful lockdown 
harvest, not only of produce but also  
of increased wellbeing, learning, a love  
of growing and a new connection 
with creation. 

‘Alongside this, households will have these 
resources to use again next year with their 
newfound knowledge and confidence. 
Each pot, container and tool will hopefully 
serve as a sign that their wellbeing 
mattered: that we noticed, that we cared 
and that we are all growing together.”

Dig For Victory: Connecting with 
creation and supporting wellbeing
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Throughout the pandemic our churches 
have done a brilliant job embracing digital 
communications to keep in touch with their 
communities and to bring worship online 
whilst we couldn’t worship in our church 
buildings. Now, as church buildings have 
reopened and socially distanced services 
in church have resumed, many churches 
are considering how they build on what 
they have started during lockdown. 

For many of us it is clear that Online 
Church will have a big role to play in the 
future.  The diocese Communications 
Team are keen to support churches in 
developing online church and we have 
launched our Online Church Hub to 
provide advice and guidance on 
digital communications.

The resources cover topics such as 
strategy and planning, live streaming, 
video, social media, websites and  
digital theology.

The Communications Team are also 
planning a series of online church  
webinars this autumn. Each webinar will 
focus on a particular theme of digital 

communications and will offer practical 
advice with opportunities to hear from 
guest speakers and Q and As. 

To build on the enthusiasm we have seen 
for digital church, we are also on the 
search for Digital Champions. Advocates 
for online church with a passion to learn 
and help others develop digital skills for 
their church. If this sounds like you, please 
email Communicationsdept@chelmsford.
anglican.org.

Tom Geldard, Director of Communications 
& Media for the diocese said: “At the start 
of the pandemic we saw our churches 
adapt quickly and creatively to new ways 
of doing church. Online church has allowed 
us to connect with people who wouldn’t 
usually visit a church building as well as 
regular worshippers. We want to build 
on this. Our Online Church Hub, digital 
training webinars and digital champions 
programme will help people learn new 
skills and learn from each other.”  

Our Online Church Hub can be found at 
chelmsford.anglican.org/online-church.

Online Church 
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All Saints’ Day
Pray for the ministry of all those who work with young people, and 
especially the Diocesan Area Youth Advisers. 

We remember St Mark’s College and all who work there. Also those who 
manage and minister at the Asheldham Centre.

PRAY for The Church of the Province of West Africa, The Most Revd Dr 
Jonathan Bau-Bau Bonapart Hart, Primate

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)
Coggeshall (St Peter ad Vincula) w Marks Hall (St Nicholas’ Chapel)
Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Robert Burden (AC), Katharine King (AC). 
LLM: Dee O’Reilly.

Coggeshall St Peter’s School: Alison Cole (HT).

The Dioceses of Rochester (England), Rochester (The Episcopal Church) 
and Kushtia (Bangladesh)

Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, Teacher of the Faith, 1600
Martin of Porres, Friar, 1639
Finchingfield (St John the Baptist) w Cornish Hall End (St John the 
Evangelist) and Wethersfield (St Mary Magdalen) w Shalford (St Andrew)
Clergy: Alex Shannon (PIC). Reader: Sarah Pilgrim.

Wethersfield School: Caroline Shingleton (HT).

Finchingfield School: Melissa Raymond (Acting Head of School).

The Dioceses of Rockhampton (Australia), Delhi (North India) 
and Kutigi (Nigeria)

Cressing (All Saints) w Stisted (All Saints) and Bradwell-juxta-Coggeshall 
(Holy Trinity) and Pattiswick (St Mary the Virgin) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), 
Robert Burden (AC), Katherine King (AC). LLM: Dee O’Reilly 

Stisted Primary Academy: Martin Hawrylak (HT).

The Dioceses of Rokon (South Sudan) and Derby (England)

Tue 3

Mon 2

Sun 1

November

Wed 4
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Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, Scholar, 899
Cedd, Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of the East Saxons, 664
The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Hinckford.

The Dioceses of Remo (Nigeria), Cyprus and the Gulf (Jerusalem  
& Middle East) and Kumasi (West Africa)

The Deanery of Braintree
Area Dean: Rod Reid. Lay Chair: John Turton
The Dioceses of Renk (South Sudan), Daejeon (Korea) and Kumi (Uganda)

Simon and Jude, Apostles
Black Notley (St Peter and St Paul), The Church in Great Notley, and Rayne 
(All Saints) Clergy: Beth Bendrey (R), Iain Bendrey (AC), Philip Howlett (A), 
Roman Kukiewicz (A).
The Dioceses of Rhode Island & the Diocese of Dallas (The Episcopal Church)

James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa, Martyr in 
Uganda (1885)
Bocking (St Mary the Virgin) and Panfield (St Mary and St Christopher) 
Clergy: Rod Reid (R). Bocking (St Peter) Clergy: Tim Barnes (PIC).
The Diocese of Rift Valley (Tanzania), Damaturu (Nigeria) and 
Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania)

Braintree (St Michael)
Clergy: Nigel Adams (PIC). LLM: John Turton. Reader: Roger Cooke.
Braintree St Michael’s School: Andrew Cumpstey (HT).

The Dioceses of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) and Davao (Philippines)

Martin Luther, Reformer, 1564
Again, and again, we mess up, but Jesus comes to rescue us all over again. 
“We don’t know what the future holds, but we do know who holds the 
future”. Knowing who holds the future does not necessarily make us feel 
better or ward away our own pre-dawn darkness. But it is the deep truth 
about our human reality – that (to paraphrase Cardinal Basil Hume) 
we have a God who loves us completely in this life and will love us for ever.

The Dioceses of Rio Grande, Delaware (both The Episcopal Church) 
and Kurunegala (Ceylon)

October

Tue 27

Mon 26

Wed 28

Thu 29

Fri 30

Sat 31
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There are few people who haven’t been 
touched by loss of some kind this year  
and our churches provide support for 
people who are dealing with grief and 
the loss of a loved one.

Autumn is the season of Remembrance 
and at the beginning of November some 
churches will host special services for  
All Souls’ Day (2 November) – a time 
when we remember our loved ones 
who have died. 

There is often an opportunity to light a 
candle at these services to remember 
someone we’ve lost. 

A week later, at Remembrance Sunday, 
we remember those who died in wars, 
and pray for peace.

All Souls’ Day Prayer  
Everlasting God, our maker and redeemer, 
grant us, with all the faithful departed, 
the sure benefits of your Son’s saving 
passion and glorious resurrection, 
that, in the last day, 
when you gather up all things in Christ, 
we may with them enjoy the fullness 
of your promises. 
Amen.

Prayers for Remembrance can be found 
on the Church of England website at 
churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/
topical-prayers/prayers-remembrance.

Visit www.achurchnearyou.com to find 
the details of your local church services - 
either online or in church - marking  
All Soul’s Day and Remembrance Sunday. 

The Season of Remembrance
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25 new Deacons were ordained by  
Bishop Peter, Bishop John and Bishop 
Roger at socially distanced services 
held at Chelmsford Cathedral on the 
12 and 13 September.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions attendance at 
each service was strictly limited. However, 
this year, for the first time, each service 
was livestreamed and hundreds of people 
watched the ordinations online.

The ordination services were also the first 
for Revd Tim Goodbody in his new role as 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands (DDO), 
Tim said: “These ordinations were historic; 
nothing like this has ever happened before, 

and it is a tribute to the Bishops and 
the Cathedral staff that they were able 
to go ahead under the restrictions of 
the pandemic.

“It was such a joy for me to be able 
to join the 25 deacons as they began 
their ordained ministry, to be able to 
congratulate them and to share in the 
celebrations of their families and 
friends, even those watching online.

“It is my prayer that we will learn and 
grow from the experience of ordinations 
under lockdown, which have given us 
a real opportunity to consider”. 

Congratulations to our new Revs 

“I was born in East London to Jamaican parents, 
spending my early years in Bow, Hackney and Stoke 
Newington. At eleven, along with my dad and three 
brothers we emigrated to Jamaica, leaving my mum  
behind. It was two years before I saw her again. 

Secondary education at High School in Kingston was 
interspersed with holidays in the country with my respective 
grandmothers and summer Bible Camp. It was the time 
leading up to Bible Camp in 1977 that I first became aware  
of God answering prayer and during camp I made the 
conscious decision to follow Jesus. 

After High School I returned to the UK to be with my mum, 
continued my education and was confirmed at St Michael’s 
and All Angels Stoke Newington. “I’m married to Chris and  
I have two adult stepchildren and four grandchildren. I am  
a qualified Internal Auditor and Compliance professional 
having worked in financial services for over 30 years. We 
moved to North Essex in 1997 where I joined the congregation 
of St Andrew’s Earls Colne. In 2007 the Vicar asked me if 
I had thought about what God was calling me to do. 

Never in my wildest dreams did I think ordination was my 
path. I finally explored answering the call in 2015…five years 
later I am serving my curacy in the Three Colnes parishes,  
part of the Halstead Team Ministry.” 

You can find out more about all our new deacons and watch the 
services at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ordinations.

Celebrating our New Priests 
Our Bishops also ordained 30 new priests at services across the diocese on 
Saturday 26 September. See photos and videos from the celebrations at 
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/new-priests-2020.

Meet Revd Sharon Quilter 
Sharon is one of our new Deacons serving 
in the Colchester Area. Sharon tells us more 
about herself and her path to ordaination: 

Bishop Roger pictured with Revd Sharon Quilter and her fellow new deacons from the 

Colchester Area. Pictures of all our new deacons can be seen on our Facebook page.
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