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Mon 27

Prayer & conversation for Brexit
The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford has
joined the Archbishops of Canterbury and York in calling
for communities to join together in prayer and conversation
for the country and the Brexit process. Churches are invited
to participate in a national prayer initiative for five days,
from March 29 – 2 April and consider hosting community
events during this time too.

Ingrave (St Nicholas) Clergy: Paul Hamilton (AD, R). Reader: Pat Horton.
Ingrave (St Stephen) Clergy: Paul Hamilton (AD, R) Juan Sedano (AC).
Ingrave Johnstone School: James Rogers (HT).
The Diocese of Natal (Southern Africa), and Aguata (Nigeria)

Tue 28

we voted in the referendum. The time has come for
communities to come together to serve the common
good, in our nation and in our relationship with the
rest of Europe.”

Rogation Day
Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
Hutton (All Saints and St Peter) Clergy: Andy Smith (PIC), Tony Baxter (AC).

Bishop Stephen said:

“Brexit will be a cause of celebration for some and
lament for others, but one thing is clear - we can
no longer continue to define one another by how

Rogation Day
Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274

All Saints School: Emily Penkett (Acting HT).
The National Indigenous Bishop (Canada), the Rt Revd Mark MacDonald,
and the Diocese of Ahoada (Nigeria)

Wed 29

Rogation Day
Ingatestone (St Edmund and St Mary) w Fryerning (St Mary Virgin)
Clergy: Patrick Sherring (R), Matthew Houghton (A).
Ingatestone & Fryerning Junior School: Neil Taggart (HT). Licensed Lay
Minister: Tim Lee.
Shenfield (St Mary the Virgin) Clergy: Christopher Mann (R).
St Mary’s School: Sally Taggart (HT).
The Dioceses of Navajoland Area Mission (The Episcopal Church), Aipo
Rongo (Papua New Guinea) and Ajayi Crowther (Nigeria)

Thu 30

St Peter’s School: Iain Gunn (HT).

God of hope,

Warley (Christ Church) and Great Warley (St Mary) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC),
Adrian McConnaughie (AC). Licensed Lay Minister: Tim Lee.

in these times of change, unite our nation

The Dioceses of Ndokwa (Nigeria) and Akobo (South Sudan)

and guide our leaders with your wisdom.
Give us courage to overcome our fears,
and help us to build a future in which all
may prosper and share;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Ascension Day
South Weald (St Peter) Clergy: Jane Bradbury (PIC).

A Prayer for the Nation

Fri 31

The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth
Immanuel Church Brentwood (Bishop’s Mission Order)
Clergy: Andrew Grey (MiC).
Pray for the retired clergy, Readers and lay ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Brentwood.
The Dioceses of Nebbi (Uganda), Akoko (Nigeria), Akoko Edo (Nigeria)
and Iowa (The Episcopal Church)
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Community Café provides food,
warmth and company

April

The parish of All Saints with St Peter
Hutton runs a pop up café which is
helping to combat isolation in the
local community. Daily Bread is open
every Tuesday morning to anyone
who wants to get out of the house to
have a cup of tea, something to eat
and a chat.

The local Christians Against Poverty
Debt Centre are now involved too.
A team of volunteers also share their
skills and teach things like crochet or
sign language.

Mon 1

Father Andy Smith, Priest in Charge
at All Saints and St Peter’s says:
“Daily Bread started as a way to
bring the community together after
identifying there were lots of people
in the area who were struggling to
afford enough food for themselves
or their families, or who just don’t
leave the house unless they have a
really good reason. It’s a real lifeline
for people who need food, warmth
and company”

Tue 2

All the food for the café is donated
by local supermarkets and is “fairly
priced”, which means people pay
whatever they can afford.
There is also the added bonus of
expert advice and the opportunity
to learn something. A representative
from Peabody Trust comes along to
talk to anyone who needs advice
about finances, benefits, health
and accommodation.

Pictured: Lisa Whymark, the parish
ordinand, who helps run the café.

Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:1
Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, Teacher of the Faith, 1872
North Woolwich (St John w Silvertown) Clergy: Princely Croos (PIC).
Our link Diocese of Mbeere (Kenya), The Rt Revd Moses Nthukah, Bishop
The Dioceses of Wellington (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) and Idah (Nigeria)
West Ham (St Matthew) Clergy: Christiana Asinugo (PIC),
David Richards (AC).
Stratford (St John w Christ Church) Clergy: David Richards (V), Christiana
Asinugo (AC), Annie McTighe (AC), Nicholas Bryzak (A), Robert Otule (A).
Readers: Iris Bryzak, Rosemond Isiodu, Carol Richards, Sheva Williams.
The Dioceses of Mbhashe (Southern Africa) and Wernyol (South Sudan)

Wed 3

Stratford (St Paul) and (St James) Clergy: Ivo Anderson (V),
Annie McTighe (AC), Jeanette Meadway (AC), Milen Bennett (A).
St James’ Junior School: Shirleyann Jones (HT).
The Dioceses of Meath & Kildare (Ireland), West Ankole (Uganda),
and West Buganda (Uganda)

Thur 4

Victoria Docks (The Ascension) Clergy: Dave Chesney (V), Amy Stott (A).
Victoria Docks (St Luke) Clergy: Vacancy, Emeka Ejinkonye (AC).
Reader: Carole Davison.
St Luke’s School: Matt Hipperson (HT).
The Dioceses of Medak (South India) and West Lango (Uganda)

Fri 5

West Ham (All Saints) Clergy: Alex Summers (V), Stephen Chandler (AC).
West Ham Church Primary School: Paulette Bailey (HT).
The Dioceses of Melbourne (Australia) and West Missouri
(The Episcopal Church)
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Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.
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Fri 24

John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 & 1788
East and West Horndon (St Francis) w Little Warley (St Peter) and
Childerditch (All Saints & St Faith) Clergy: Helen Bryan (R).
Margaretting (St Margaret) w Mountnessing (St Giles) and Buttsbury
(St Mary) Clergy: Patrick Sherring (PIC), Matthew Houghton (A).
Margaretting School: Maire O’Regan (HT).
Mountnessing School: Holly Obank (HT).
The Dioceses of Nasik (North India), Afikpo (Nigeria), Ilesa (Nigeria)
and Ilesa South West (Nigeria)

Sat 25

The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735
Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709

Prayer is at the heart of a new
Christian community in Stratford
Stratford is a fast-changing place, with
many new housing developments in the
shadow of the 2012 Olympic Stadium.
Most recently, building work is taking
place on Stratford High Street close to
the border with Bow.
St John’s, Stratford is working in
partnership with All Hallows, Bow in
the Diocese of London to build a new
Christian community in this area. This is
part of our diocesan mission to create
101 new Christian communities by 2028.
The project will begin with prayer;
people from St John’s and All
Hallows will prayer-walk in the local
area regularly.
This summer, Dan and Ellie Scott will
join St John’s to lead the project. Dan
will be a newly ordained Planting
4

The Venerable Bede was one of the most extraordinary figures of
the early middle ages. Scholar and historian, intellectual giant in the
mainstream of European culture. But also a simple monk who never
lived far from Sunderland.

Curate - a minister specially trained in
building new church communities.

His beautiful prayer stands above his tomb in Durham Cathedral:
‘O Christ, our morning star, splendour of light eternal, shining with
the glory of the rainbow, come and waken us from the greyness of
our apathy, and renew in us your gift of hope.’

Revd Dave Richards, Vicar at St John’s
Stratford, said:
“It’s fantastic that we are working with
All Hallows, Bow on this church planting
project and I can’t wait for Dan and Ellie
to join the team.
Please pray for Dan and Ellie and their
family as they prepare to lead this
church plant and for the purchase of a
house for them.
Please also pray for the new
communities in Stratford High Street,
for the thousands of people already
living there and for St John’s, Stratford,
as we prepare for the exciting new
venture in our new communities.”

The Diocese of Nasir (South Sudan), Agra (North India), and
Indianapolis (The Episcopal Church)

Sun 26

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Please pray for the ministry of the Actors Church Union, and everyone
involved in the local theatre and entertainment industry in our Diocese.
PRAY for all members of the Anglican Communion around the world; for
the Archbishop of Canterbury, and all primates and bishops; for members
of the Anglican Consultative Council; for the Secretary General, The
Most Revd Dr Josiah Idowu-Fearon; and for the staff at the Anglican
Communion Office in London and the UN offices in Geneva and New York
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Sat 6

Lent changes gear – in some traditions the next two weeks is called
“Passiontide”. The mood is darker and the focus is firmly on the Cross.
The word “passion” here doesn’t mean strong feeling or even suffering,
It is a Latin word that means “being done to”.
And that’s exactly what we see as Jesus walks his journey to the cross.
Again and again he is “handed over”; in Mark’s Gospel he stops being
the subject of verbs, In John it is night – the time when he cannot work.
Enter into this passion, share that incapacity – but always and only in
the trust and hope that Easter brings.
Our link Diocese of Meru (Kenya), The Rt Revd Charles Mwenda, Bishop
The Dioceses of West Malaysia (South East Asia) and Idaho
(The Episcopal Church)

The Celebration of Rogation
Rural Adviser and Agricultural Chaplain,
Revd Janet Nicholls writes about
the Agricultural festival of Rogation.
Rogation Sunday is Sunday 26 May and
Rogation Days are 27–29 May.
May is a month of joy and hope in the
countryside of our diocese. Fields are
alive and buzzing with the abundant
growth of crops. It’s also a time of
careful observation and management,
when the farmer needs to skilfully
respond to the needs of crops to ensure
they grow healthily towards yielding a
fruitful harvest to feed us all. Rogation
provides the perfect opportunity to
get out and about in the countryside,
connecting with farming activity and
praying for God’s blessing on it.
Rogation is celebrated on the Sunday
preceding Ascension Day. The term
‘Rogation’ comes from the Latin rogare
‘to ask’ and Rogation worship focusses
on asking God’s blessing on the land
and its potential to host fruitful growth.
28

Rogation also draws us to personal
and community reflection. It’s the
opportunity to ask ourselves where the
growth is in ourselves and communities;
what is God blessing and how we can
respond to it.
A much-loved bidding and response for
Rogation-tide intercessions is,

Sun 7

PRAY for the Church of Ireland, The Most Revd Richard Clarke, Primate

Mon 8

You may like to use these words in your
prayers this week.

Beckton (St Mark) Clergy: Peter Ngugi (PIC).
Canning Town (St Matthias) Clergy: Benedict Atkins (PIC).

Lord, we sow on earth the seeds
of our prayers.
Respond from the heavens and give
life to our hopes.

The Fifth Sunday of Lent ( Passiontide begins)
Father, help us to be like Christ your Son, who loved the world and died for
our salvation. Inspire us by his love, and guide us by his example. Amen.

The Dioceses of Mexico (Mexico), West Tennessee (The Episcopal Church)
and Ideato (Nigeria)

Tue 9

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, Martyr, 1945
Plaistow (St Martin) Clergy: Vacancy
Plaistow (St Philip, St James, St Mary) Clergy: Christopher Oladuji (AC).
Crossway Stratford Minister in Charge: Jamie Child
The retired clergy, readers and lay ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Newham.
The Dioceses of Michigan (The Episcopal Church) and West Texas
(The Episcopal Church)

5

Sun 19

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Please pray for the House of Retreat at Pleshey, for all those who work and
minister there, for the Friends of Pleshey, and for those who visit or stay.
PRAY for The Anglican Church of Melanesia, The Most Revd George Takeli,
Archbishop

Mon 20

The Bradwell Episcopal Area:
Area Bishop: John Perumbalath. Archdeacon of Chelmsford: Elizabeth
Snowden; Archdeacon of Southend: Mike Lodge. Advisers: Andy Griffiths
(CMD/IME), Mark Tiddy (Youth), Marion Walford, Faye Bailey (Women’s
Ministry), Phyllis Owen (SSM Officer), Ron McLernon (Stewardship).

Church refurbishment will allow
congregation to flourish
The parish of St Matthias, Canning Town has been awarded
a grant to refurbish their church building to enable the parish
to better serve the local community.
The grant, which matches local fundraising, is part of the
Church Commissioners Strategic Development Fund. The
investment will allow the parish to improve their facilities; and
create a space to run children’s groups and other community
projects such as a vulnerable women support group and
debt counseling.

The Dioceses of Nambale (Kenya), Aberdeen & Orkney (Scotland)
and Ile – Oluji (Nigeria)

Tue 21

Pictured: Tomato plants growing in the church grounds
with the request that passers-by pick and eat them when
they are ripe.
6

Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330
The Deanery of Brentwood
Area Dean: Paul Hamilton. Lay Chair: Paul Betts.
Chaplain: Adrian McConnaughie, Brentwood School.
The Dioceses of Namibia (Southern Africa) and Abuja (Nigeria)

Wed 22

Bentley Common (St Paul) w Kelvedon Hatch (St Nicholas) and Navestock
(St Thomas) Clergy: Vacancy (R), Ann Coleman (AC).
St Paul’s School: Louise Putt (HT).
Brentwood (St George) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

St Matthias was a new church community started in 2015 led
by Revd Benedict Atkins and a team from All Hallows, Bow.
Revd Benedict Atkins said “I’m delighted that the recent
application for Strategic Development funding was
successful. The congregation at St Matthias is growing and
the refurbishment project is essential if we are to continue
grow and serve the community of Canning Town. Please
pray for continued growth in the neighbourhood and for
continued maturity as a congregation.”

Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804

The Dioceses of Namirembe (Uganda), Abyei (South Sudan),
and Accra (West Africa)

Thu 23

Brentwood (St Thomas) Clergy: Mark North (V). Reader: Lesley Lynn.
St Thomas’ Infant School: Caroline L’Estrange (HT).
St Thomas’ Junior School: Dean Moran (HT).
Becket Keys School: Andy Scott-Evans (HT).
Brentwood School: Adrian McConnaughie (CHP).
Doddinghurst All Saints Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), Ann Coleman (AC).
Doddinghurst Junior School: Liz Benjeddi. (Acting HT).
The Dioceses of Nandyal (South India) and Adelaide (Australia)
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Wed 10

William Law, Priest, Spiritual Writer, 1761
William of Ockham, Friar, Philosopher, Teacher of the Faith, 1347
The Deanery of Redbridge
Area Dean: Martyn Hawkes. Lay Chair: Jill Leonard. Assistant Area
Dean: Ian Tarrant.
Chaplains: Barts Healthcare NHS Trust - Tristan Alexander-Watts
and Santou Beurklian Carter (Whipps Cross University Hospital),
Christopher Oladuji (Newham University Hospital).
Barking, Havering & Redbridge Hospital NHS Trust: Tim Coleman,
Philip Wright. East London NHS Foundation Trust: Stephen Chandler.
The Dioceses of Milwaukee (The Episcopal Church), West Virginia
(The Episcopal Church) and Western Izon (Nigeria)

Join Bishop Stephen on a Missionary Journey
The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Right
Revd Stephen Cottrell, is set to
undertake three Missionary Journeys
this year and he warmly invites you to
join him.
As Essex has the longest coastline
of any county, all three journeys will
have a water front element. The first
walk will take place on 19 May in the
Witham and St Osyth deaneries.
Bishop Stephen says:
“Since 2014 – our centenary year - I
have set aside a few days each year to
walk around the diocese. I have found
these walks enormously enjoyable
and I believe they have been a blessing
to many others who have joined me
and the many parishes I had visited.
I have always called them missionary
journeys, not walks or pilgrimages.
My hope has been to make journeys
26

around the diocese that will provide
opportunities for the local church
to be encouraged in its mission and
ministry and for the gospel to be
proclaimed. Indeed, my prayer at the
start of each day is that God would
open a door of opportunity for the
gospel to be shared. Those prayers
have been answered in abundance.”
The dates for the two other Missionary
Journeys are:
20 June – Riverside parishes in
Newham and Barking & Dagenham
Deaneries
11 September – Revisiting Southend
Deanery - the location of the first
Missionary Journey in 2014
For more details contact Nick Ellis on
pilgrim@stepbeyond.org.uk.

Thur 11

George Selwyn, first Bishop of New Zealand, 1878
Aldborough Hatch (St Peter) Clergy: Kate Lovesey (PIC).
The Dioceses of Minna (Nigeria), and Western Kansas
(The Episcopal Church)

Fri 12

Aldersbrook (St Gabriel) Clergy: Martyn Hawkes (AD, V), Mark Kenny
(AC), Christopher Smaling (AC), Pat Wallson (A).
The Dioceses of Minnesota (The Episcopal Church), Western Kowloon
(Hong Kong) and Idoani (Nigeria)

Sat 13

In some Christian traditions today is called Lazarus Saturday. The
raising of Lazarus is the Gospel for today – partly that is seeking to
follow the chronology of John Gospel, which dominates the services
of Holy Week.
But it is also a promise: that here as we stand on the threshold of the
most extraordinary week of the year, following Jesus’ footsteps in the
days running up to his death, the raising of Lazarus points to the glory
that lies beyond.
The Dioceses of Mishamikoweesh (Canada), Western Louisiana
(The Episcopal Church), Ife (Nigeria) and Ife East (Nigeria)

7

Lent at the Cathedral

Wed 15

Sunday 14 April - Palm Sunday

14

8.00am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Sung Eucharist with procession of palms

3.30pm

Music and Readings - An invitation to be still in the

St Mary’s CE Primary School: Matt O’Brien (HT).
Walthamstow (St Andrew) [Higham Hill Ecumenical Partnership] Clergy:
Stella Olukanmi (PIC), Hilda Gilbert (AC).

A sung celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

Walthamstow (St Barnabas w St James the Greater) Clergy: Steven Saxby
(V), Lionel Crompton-Thomas (AC), Prince Odoemena (A).

space of the Cathedral with words and music for

The Dioceses of Mytikyina (Myanmar), Zonkwa (Nigeria), and Zululand
(Southern Africa)

the season sung by the Cathedral choir
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Monday 15 - Wednesday 17 April - Holy Week
7.00pm

Thu 16

Reflections with Bishop Stephen Cottrell

11.00am

Diocesan Eucharist with Blessing of Oils

7.45pm

The Eucharist of the Last Supper followed by the

Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877
Walthamstow (St John) Clergy: Kieran Bush (V).
Walthamstow (St Michael & All Angels) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

Thursday 18 April - Maundy Thursday

18

Walthamstow (St Mary, St Gabriel, St Luke, St Stephen) Clergy: Vanessa
Conant (TR), Jill Mowbray (AC), Ade Eleyae (TV), Adam Childs (A).
Readers: Robert Duddridge, Helen Miller.

The Dioceses of Nagpur (North India) and Aba (Nigeria)

Fri 17

Watch (a beautiful celebration of Jesus’ last supper).

Walthamstow (St Peter-in-the-Forest) Clergy: Paul Trathen (V),
Sue Diplock (A).
Walthamstow (St Saviour) Clergy: Salvador Telen (V).

19

Friday 19 April - Good Friday

St Saviour’s CE School: Beverly Hall (Executive HT).

12.00pm

Preaching of the Cross.

2.00pm

The Good Friday Liturgy (traditional celebration

The retired clergy, readers and lay ministers who live and work in the
Deanery of Waltham Forest.
The Dioceses of Nairobi (Kenya), Aba Ngwa North (Nigeria)
and Ikwuano (Nigeria)

of the death of Jesus with music and opportunity
to pray at the Cross)
5.15pm

20
21

8

Evensong

Saturday 20 April - Easter Eve
7.00pm

Diocesan Confirmation Service

Sunday 21 April - Easter Day
8.00am

Holy Communion

9.30am

Parish Eucharist

11:15am

Festal Eucharist

3:30pm

Festal Evensong

Sat 18

When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives mean the most
to us, we often find that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions,
or cures, have chosen rather to share our pain and touch our wounds with
a warm and tender hand.
The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair or confusion,
who can stay with us in an hour of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate
not knowing, not curing, not healing and face with us the reality of our
powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.” - Henri Nouwen
The Dioceses of Nakuru (Kenya), Abakaliki (Nigeria), and Ilaje (Nigeria)
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Sun 14

Palm Sunday
Jesus, you rode into your city in triumph of this day, receiving the shouts
and welcome of many. Come into our Churches today. Receive our
welcomes and our acclaim. Come to rule in the hearts and minds of all who
lead us and help us all to go out and proclaim you as King over all the world.
PRAY for the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East,
The Most Revd Suheil Dawani, Archbishop

Mon 15

Monday of Holy Week
Barkingside (Holy Trinity) Clergy: Stuart Batten (PIC), Rosemary Potten (A).
Barkingside (St Cedd) Clergy: Paul Harcourt (PIC). Licensed Lay Worker:
Alison Wilson.

Ancient traditions given a new twist in
Chingford and Walthamstow
1500 years ago, St Benedict
wrote a rule for the life of monks.
Today the parishes of Chingford
and Walthamstow have plans to
develop two innovative new church
communities which enable everyday
worshippers to adapt St Benedict’s
Rule, with a modern twist, for
contemporary life.
This exciting project seeks to build
a new worshipping community on
the Attlee Terrace and Prospect Hill
Estates in Walthamstow and create a
congregation for people in their 20s
and 30s.
A lay community, shaped around the
rhythms and practices of the Rule of
Benedict, will be developed to serve
and equip the new communities.
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A Prior will be appointed to start
building the community before being
joined by other members.
Revd Vanessa Conant, Team Rector
in the parish of Walthamstow, who
is leading the project, has asked for
prayers for:

The Dioceses of Mississippi (The Episcopal Church), Western
Massachusetts (The Episcopal Church), and Ifo (Nigeria)

Tue 16

The Dioceses of Missouri (The Episcopal Church), and
Western Mexico (Mexico)

Wed 17

The Dioceses of Mityana (Uganda), Western Michigan (The Episcopal
Church), and Western New York (The Episcopal Church)

Thur 18

Maundy Thursday
Goodmayes (All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
Goodmayes (St Paul) Clergy: Janet Buchan (PIC).

• people who may feel called to join
the Lay Community
• the people these communities will
serve in Walthamstow and Chingford

Wednesday of Holy Week
Barkingside (St George) Clergy: Benjamin Wallis (V)
Barkingside (St Laurence) Clergy: Chris Burrows (PIC), Ian Elliott (A)
Licensed Lay Minister: Catherine Elliott.

• the appointment of a Prior to lead
the Lay Community
• both churches as we develop
our plans

Tuesday of Holy Week
Isabella Gilmore, Deaconess, 1923
Barkingside (St Francis) Clergy: Stuart Batten (PIC), Michael Bradley (AC).

The Dioceses of Mombasa (Kenya), Western Newfoundland (Canada),
and Western North Carolina (The Episcopal Church)

Fri 19

Good Friday
Great Ilford (St Margaret of Antioch, St Clement) Clergy: Stephen Pugh (V).
The Diocese of Monmouth (Wales), Western Tanganyika (Tanzania),
and Igbomina – West (Nigeria)

9

Light in the darkness

Sat 11

Easter message from Bishop Stephen

Tomorrow is often called “Good Shepherd Sunday” because every year
the Gospel focusses on the figure of Christ the Good Shepherd. It is
difficult for us to know how to respond to this. Most of us have probably
never met a shepherd, and if we have, she or he was probably on a quad
bike. Palestinian shepherds in the first century had no quad bikes and
were definitely not “good” people (that’s why Luke makes them the first
visitors to the Crib) – because Christ doesn’t put up barriers; anyone,
however unworthy, can freely have access.
The Dioceses of Muranga South (Kenya), Zaki-Biam (Nigeria),
and Ikwerre (Nigeria)

I will begin my celebration of Easter
crouched around a fire in the gardens
outside Chelmsford Cathedral trying
to light a large candle from its flames.
When the candle is lit I will hold it aloft,
process into the darkened church,
and proclaim the ancient Easter
proclamation that Christ is the light in
the darkness. In the New Testament
all the really important things seem to
happen in the dark.
Jesus is born in the night. When Judas
betrays him and he is arrested, night
has fallen. When he dies on the cross
there is darkness over the land. And
when Mary Magdalene goes to the
tomb on Easter morning we are told it
is still dark.
This is no coincidence. The death
and resurrection of Jesus is best
understood as a cosmic victory
over the powers of evil, death and
darkness. Speaking of the coming of
Christ, Isaiah says that the people who
walked in darkness have seen a great
light. When Jesus is born, Simeon
says he is the light for all people.
10

That’s why Christians all over the
world celebrate Easter in the night by
kindling a fire and lighting a candle
and proclaiming Jesus as the light of
the world.

Sun 12

This is also why Christian people
today find hope – light in their own
personal darkness – through Jesus
Christ. We do not find God absent or
indifferent to our sufferings.
We find he is there with us. Christ
is, therefore, not the light at the end
of a dark tunnel, but the light to see
by, “a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path,” a candle to hold in the
darkness. The Risen Christ is also
light for the world. As I write this I don’t
know what is going to happen with our
Brexit negotiations.
By Easter we are supposed to know;
the end of March deadline will have
passed. However, there is every
possibility we might still be in the dark.
The way of Christ can shed light on
this as well, showing us the values and
principles we must hold onto even if
the path ahead is not clear.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Vocations Sunday
Christian Aid Week begins: God of the impossible, we pray for justice,
peace and reconciliation. And when the challenges seem too many,
remind us of your resurrection power, and the miracles of your love that
happen whenever injustice is dismantled and rebuilt with peace. Help us
to hope that the impossible can happen and live as if it might do so today.
Amen (Prayer for Christian Aid)
PRAY for the Anglican Church of Korea, The Most Revd Moses
Nagjun Yoo, Primate

Mon 13

Leyton (Christ Church) Clergy: Mark Burkill (V).
Leyton (Emmanuel) Clergy: Ade Ademola (V), Bernard Noghiu (AC).
Leyton (St Catherine and St Paul) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
The Dioceses of Muyinga (Burundi), Zanzibar (Tanzania), and Ikwo (Nigeria)

Tue 14

Matthias the Apostle
Leytonstone (St Andrew) Clergy: Paul Kennington (V), Anne Mackenna (A).
Leytonstone (St John the Baptist) Clergy: David Britton (V), Pervaiz Khan
(AC), Polly Kersys-Hull (A).
Leytonstone (St Margaret w St Columba) Clergy: Neil-Allen Walsh (PIC),
Jide Macaulay (A).
The Diocesed of Myanmar (Myanmar) and Zaria (Nigeria)
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Sat 20

Starting the Vocations
Conversation

This holy night was once marked by an extraordinary night long celebration
which embraced the whole of salvation history - reading through great
passages in the Old Testament, singing Psalms and finally reaching the
climax as the light is kindled and the proclamation rings out:

Revd Prince Odoemena has recently
joined the Diocese of Chelmsford as
Diocesan Vocations Enabler. Prince
tells us more about his role and the
importance of a culture of vocation.
“Encouraging vocations is an integral
part of Mission and Ministry. My job
as Diocesan Vocations Enabler is to
work with clergy across the diocese to
ensure “enabling vocations” is placed
firmly and intentionally on our agenda.
I have a particular responsibility to
encourage vocations among young
people and ethnic minorities in the
diocese and I will need your help
and support to make a success of it.
As you already know, encouraging
vocations is part of our role as clergy
in Christ’s church.
As Jesus said to his disciples, he’s
saying to us today, “The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field”
and St Paul said, “he planted the seed,
Apollos watered it, but God makes it
grow” (1 Cor 3:6).
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Easter Eve/Holy Saturday

“Christ is risen!”
However you celebrate the resurrection in your community, go on this
amazing journey.
The Dioceses of Montana (The Episcopal Church), Wiawso (West Africa),
and Igbomina (Nigeria)

Sun 21

Encouraging vocations is
an integral part of Mission
and Ministry

Easter Day
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here; for he has risen, as he said.” Matthew 28: 5-6
PRAY for the Peace of Jerusalem and the People of the Land
of the Holy One

As we pray to the Lord of growth
and harvest to send labourers to his
vineyard, let us remember that we
need to up our game with the planting
and watering.
Look out for campaigns, events and
resources from the Vocations Team
designed to help start the vocations
conversations and especially
encourage vocations among Young
People and Ethnic Minorities.”
If you would like Prince to visit your
church to talk about vocations, email
podoemena@chelmsford.anglican.org.
You can keep up to date on Twitter
following #YoungandCalled and
#MEvocations.
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Sun 5

The Third Sunday of Easter
Please pray for followers of other faiths, that there may be discussion
and understanding between all of God’s people.
PRAY for the Anglican Church of Kenya,, The Most Revd Jackson Ole
Sapit, Primate

Mon 6

The Deanery of Waltham Forest
Area Dean: Andrew Trenier. Lay Chair: Vevet Deer. Assistant Area Dean:
Vacancy. Chaplain: Gary Scott (Chigwell School).
The Dioceses of Multan (Pakistan), Yirol (South Sudan), and
Ikeduru (Nigeria)

Tue 7

Chingford (St Peter and St Paul, All Saints) Clergy: Andrew Trenier (AD, R),
Hilary Musker (AC), Maxwell Hutchinson (A), Lee Taylor (A).
Chingford CE Primary School: Lindsey Lampard (HT).

Circles of Impact: funerals,
bereavement & communities

The Dioceses of Mumbai [formerly Bombay] (North India), and
Yokohama (Japan)

Wed 8

Chingford (St Anne) Clergy: Jude Bullock (V), Mick Scotchmer (AC).

Fri 7 June & Sat 8 June, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire
Death touches communities, and impact can last months,
years, or even generations. This conference, offered
over two days on the 7-8 June, draws on the expertise
and experience of a wide-range of practitioners to help
us think about how churches are there for those who are
affected by a death, whether recent or long ago. Each day
can be booked separately or together.
The conference is being held onsite at the National
Funerals Exhibition. All delegates will have time to visit
the exhibition to engage with other professionals, explore
new ideas around funeral practice and think how these
changes might impact the church.

Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c.1417
Chingford (St Edmund) Clergy: Lesley Goldsmith (V).
The Dioceses of Mumias (Kenya), Yola (Nigeria), and York, England

Thu 9

Harrow Green (Holy Trinity, St Augustine of Hippo) Clergy: Neil-Allen Walsh
(PIC), Bridget de Mello (AC). Highams Park (All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (V).
The Dioceses of Mundri (South Sudan) and Ysabel (Melanesia)

Fri 10

Leyton (St Mary w St Edward & St Luke) Clergy: Vacancy (V)
Leyton (All Saints) Clergy: Maria Holmden (V).
The Dioceses of Mundu Area (South Sudan), Yukon (Canada),
and Ikka (Nigeria)

To find out more and book your place visit
www.circlesofimpactconference.org
12
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Mon 22

Monday of Easter Week
Great Ilford (St Alban) Clergy: Stuart Halstead (V).
Great Ilford (St Andrew) Clergy: Marie Segal (V), Hayley Morris (A).
The Dioceses of Montreal (Canada), Willochra (Australia), Ijebu (Nigeria),
and Ijebu – North (Nigeria)

Tue 23

Tuesday of Easter Week
Great Ilford (St John the Evangelist, Seven Kings)
Clergy: Kate Lovesey (PIC).
The Dioceses of Moosonee (Canada) and Winchester (England)

Wed 24

Great Ilford (St Luke) Clergy: John Brown (V). Great Ilford (St Mary)
Clergy: Gareth Jones (V).

Young people have their voices heard
The Chelmsford Diocesan Youth
Synod met on Saturday 9 March. The
group of young people spent the
day learning more about Diocesan
Synod and took part in a mock
debate - debating the motion on
whether they should be members of
Diocesan Synod.
They also had a chance to talk to
Diocesan Synod members from their
local areas.
The Youth Synod spent time
discussing items on the Diocesan
Synod agenda, including Mission and
Ministry Units. Their voices were fed
into the debate at Diocesan Synod
which took place on the 16 March.
Youth Adviser Dot Salmon says: “I’ve
been really encouraged by our March
Youth Synod meeting.
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The young people debated so
eloquently and thoughtfully. We all
came away stunned, not only by their
skilful and confident debating, but
also the fresh ideas they brought to
the table.

“I’m really looking forward to these
young people making a difference
in the Diocese, and we are so
grateful that through Youth Synod
they are given the opportunity to
have their voices heard.”

Mellitus, Bishop of London, first Bishop at St Paul’s, 624
Seven Martyrs of the Melanesian Brotherhood, 2003

The Dioceses of Moray, Ross & Caithness (Scotland), Windward Islands
(West Indies), and Wondurba (South Sudan)

Thu 25

Hainault (St Paul) Clergy: Ken Ashton (V), Sarah Clarke-Moisley (A).
Licensed Lay Minister: Ellen Hunt.
The Dioceses of Morobo (South Sudan)) and Worcester (England)

Fri 26

South Woodford (Holy Trinity, Hermon Hill)
Clergy: Vacancy (V), Pat Mossop (AC).
The Dioceses of Morogoro (Tanzania), Wulu (South Sudan),
and Ijesa North East (Nigeria)

Chelmsford Diocesan Youth Synod,
launched last autumn, is a key part of
our mission to promote the voice of
young people and children within the
life of our church. The group, made up
of 11-18 year olds meets three times
a year. To find out more visit
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/youth.
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May
Wed 1

“

These bikes are making
a huge difference to
the communities in
Marsabit diocese.

”

Philip and James, Apostles
Woodford (St Mary w St Philip and St James) Clergy: Ian Tarrant (R).
Readers: Sally Barton, Mark Lewis.
The Dioceses of Mpwapwa (Tanzania), Yambio (South Sudan),
and Yangon (Myanmar)

Thu 2

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 373
Woodford Bridge (St Paul) Clergy: Ola Franklin (V).
Licensed Lay Minister: Mac Leonard.
The Retired Clergy, Readers and ministers who live and work in
the Deanery of Redbridge.
The Dioceses of Mthatha [formerly St John’s] (Southern Africa),
and Yei (South Sudan)

Fri 3

A SECOND motorbike for Marsabit!
Parishioners in the West Ham
Archdeaconry have raised funds for a
second motorbike for the diocese of
Marasbit, one of our link dioceses in
Kenya. The motorbike will be sent to
Badasa parish, where Revd Halkano
will use it to travel between his three
widely-spread congregations.
This time last year, The Venerable
Elwin Cockett, Archdeacon of West
Ham, presented the first motorbike to
the parish of Sololo, during a special
trip to Kenya which marked the 40th
anniversary of our links with the
Mount Kenya East region.

Archdeacon Elwin says: “Thank you
so much to everyone who contributed
to this appeal. These bikes are making
a huge difference to the communities
in Marsabit diocese.
We plan to keep the appeal open, and
with your help, we hope that we can
make it a trinity of motorbikes in the
near future.”
If you would like to support the appeal,
then please contact Archdeacon Elwin
a.westham@chelmsford.anglican.org.

Woodford Wells (All Saints & St Andrew) Clergy: Paul Harcourt (V),
David Blackledge (AC), Gareth Dicks (AC), Simon Marshall (AC),
Malcolm Porter(AC), Dennis Martin (AC), Thomas Jee (A), Abi Todd (A),
Gary Wilson (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Les Crossland.
The Retired Clergy, Readers and ministers who live and work
in the Deanery of Redbridge.
The Dioceses of Muhabura (Uganda), Yeri (South Sudan),
and Ijumu (Nigeria)

Sat 4

English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era
One of today’s readings – Acts 6.1-7 – is part of the story of the first
Christian community as it seeks to live in response to the death and
resurrection of Jesus. And in this passage we find the appointment of
the first “ministers” – and they appointed not to lead, or lord it over
other people, but to serve.
That is our response to the living God: to love as he has loved us.
Ignatius of Antioch, a very early Christian writer, wrote to lots of
Bishops but insisted that it is the deacon – the one who serves – who
represents Christ.
The Dioceses of Mukono (Uganda), Yewa [formerly Egbado] (Nigeria),
and Ikara (Nigeria)
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Sat 27

New Archdeacon of
Colchester Appointed

But it’s a great image. At Easter we are invited to “put on Christ”. Christ
is our baptismal robe – and it is he who in today’s Gospel sends us out
to be heralds of his kingdom.

Revd Ruth Patten, currently Priest
in Charge in the Benefice of Great
Dunmow and Barnston, has been
appointed as the next Archdeacon of
Colchester.

The Dioceses of Mount Kenya Central, Mount Kenya South,
and Mount Kenya West (Kenya)

Sun 28

Ruth will be ‘Collated and Installed’
as the Archdeacon of Colchester
alongside Revd Canon Chris Burke,
who will become Archdeacon of
Barking, at Chelmsford Cathedral on
Sunday 12 May at 3.30pm.
The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell,
the Bishop of Chelmsford said:
“I am delighted that Ruth Patten has
agreed to be the next Archdeacon of
Colchester. She served as a curate
in the Colchester Archdeaconry
and is currently Priest-in-Charge
of Great Dunmow and Barnston in
the Stansted Archdeaconry, so she
knows North Essex well.
“Before ordination, Ruth worked
as a producer in the BBC. She is
a creative person. She will bring
vision, energy and thoughtfulness
to her new post and I am very
confident that her ministry will be
a blessing to the parishes of the
Colchester Archdeaconry.
18

Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894
Tomorrow used to be called “the Sunday for taking off white clothes”.
That’s because those who had been baptised on Easter Eve wore their
white baptismal robes for the whole week. Christianity is not a faith that
today values those outward displays.

The Second Sunday of Easter
Pray for those who today still risk all to proclaim their faith in an often
hostile world.
Remember Arab Christians as they struggle to maintain
their freedom to worship.

She will also add value to the senior
team in the diocese.”

PRAY for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in Japan),
The Most Revd Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu, Primate

Mon 29

“I am excited to be returning to
the Colchester Archdeaconry in
a new capacity. I have come to
love North Essex over the past few
years and look forward to working
alongside people in the parishes and
communities of the Archdeaconry. I
am also very pleased to be joining
colleagues in the Colchester Area
Team.”

George, Martyr, Patron of England, c.304 (transferred from 23 April)
Wanstead (St Mary w Christ Church) Clergy: Jack Dunn (R), Richard
Wyber (AC), Ann Clarke (AC), Tom Britt (A).

Revd Ruth Patten added:

Wanstead Church School: Natalie Marris (HT).
The Dioceses of Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), Wusasa (Nigeria),
and Ijesha North (Nigeria)

Tue 30

Mark the Evangelist (transferred from 25 April)
Woodford Green (St Barnabas) Clergy: William Obedoza (V).
The Dioceses of Mpumalanga (Southern Africa) and Wyoming
(The Episcopal Church)

Please pray for Ruth and Chris as
they prepare to start their new
ministry.
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‘I cannot remember in my life
anything that I’ve been involved in
where I have sensed so clearly the
work of the Spirit.’
Archbishop Justin Welby.
Between Ascension and Pentecost
we are all invited to set aside time
to pray for people to come to know
Jesus Christ.

The hope is people will be transformed
through prayer by the Holy Spirit,
finding new confidence to be witnesses
for Jesus Christ.

Everyone is invited to join in and light
up the world with prayer from the
30 May – 9 June.

“In praying ‘Thy Kingdom
Come’ we all commit to
playing our part in the
renewal of the nations and
the transformation of
communities.”

What started out as an invitation from
the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and
York in 2016 to the Church of England
has grown into an international and
ecumenical call to prayer.

THY KINGDOM COME
Join the global wave of prayer

May 30th - June 9th

Archbishop Justin Welby

You can join in Thy Kingdom Come
by making a Pledge 2 Pray on the Thy
Kingdom Come website. You can make
a pledge as an individual, as a family or
pledge to hold an event in your church.
Churches will be holding prayer
events, such as 24-7 prayer, prayer
stations and prayer walks, across
the Essex and East London – as will
churches in the rest of the UK and
other parts of the world.

thykingdomcome.global
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For resources and to make pledge visit www.thykingdomcome.global

17

