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Thu 1

Fri 2

Sat 3

Sun 4

“In the rush and noise of life, as you have intervals,  

step within yourself and be still. 

Wait upon God and feel his good presence;  

this will carry you through your day’s business.”  

(William Penn 1644-1718)

Calendar of Saints: Giles of Provence, Hermit, c.710

Pray for: Westcliff-on-Sea (St Saviour) 
Clergy: Vacancy (V), Judith Wilkinson (AC).

The retired Clergy, Readers, and Lay Ministers who live and  
work in the Deanery of Southend.

Pray for: The Diocese of Minnesota (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901, 1942

Pray for:  The Deanery of Thurrock 
Area Dean: Darren Barlow.  Lay Chair: Frank Woollard. 
Assistant Area Dean: David Rollins.

Pray for: The Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh 
(The Anglican Church of Canada)

Calendar of Saints: Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome,  
Teacher of the Faith, 604

Pray for: The Diocese of Mississippi (The Episcopal Church)

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY: 
Please pray for the work of the Charity for Licensed Ministers in  
the Diocese of Chelmsford (LMDC), formerly known as the Essex  
Clergy Charity Corporation.

Pray for: The Anglican Church of Australia

Please refer to the Notes and Abbreviations on the back cover.

September

If we put prayer at the centre, 
extraordinary things happen
A reflection from the Dean of Chelmsford, The Very Reverend Nicholas Henshall: 

I am writing this sitting on the floor of 
a vast concrete church, surrounded by 
some 3,000 young people from almost 
every country on earth. This is Taizé in 
summertime. For me and my family  
Taizé stands as a powerful reminder  
that if we put prayer at the centre of the 
life of the Church, extraordinary things 
happen: the young dream dreams, the old 
see visions, and the poor hear good news.

Forty years ago I heard a preacher say 
“England will not be won again for Christ 
until there is a daily praying presence in 
every Christian community”. 

We might use different language today, 
but that’s always where the journey starts 
from - our passionate wrestling with God in 
scripture and song, in silence and prayer. 

Transforming lives and leading us out 
in love and service for a world in need.  
And our gathering together to pray as  
a unique and compelling witness. 

An old man in my last parish came to faith 
because he heard the church bell ring  
on a weekday and wanted to find out  
what it meant.

We now live in the most secular and  
post-Christian culture in the world.  
A few strategic plans and innovations  
are not going to reverse the tide. Only  
more than a lifetime’s work of prayer, 
digging over the ground, preparing for  
the seed. I need to lay down my pen.  
The music group is getting started and 
Evening Prayer has begun.
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Pray for: Mardyke Team Ministry: Aveley (St Michael) and Purfleet 
(St Stephen), South Ockendon (St Nicholas) and Belhus Park (All Saints) 
Clergy: Tara Frankland (TR), Matt Drummond (TV).  
Licensed Lay Minister: Henry Webster.

Pray for: The Diocese of Missouri (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: Allen Gardiner, Missionary, Founder of the South 
American Mission Society, 1851

Pray for: Chadwell (St Mary the Virgin) (Emmanuel) 
Clergy: Darren Barlow (PIC), Kate Carter (AC), David Peterson (AC),  
Carol Cockcroft (A) Cathy Hasler (A), Sharon Ejinkonye (A) and 
Cheryl Ramballi (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of West Missouri (The Episcopal Church)

Pray for: Corringham (St Mary the Virgin) and Fobbing (St Michael) 
Clergy: David Rollins (R), Wendy Mott (A).

East and West Tilbury (St Catherine) and Linford (St Francis) 
Clergy: Michèle Marshall (PIC).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mityana (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Calendar of Saints: The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Pray for: Grays Thurrock Team Ministry: Grays (St Peter & St Paul),  
Little Thurrock (St Mary the Virgin), West Thurrock (St Clement),  
Chafford Hundred (All Saints) 
Clergy: Darren Barlow (AD, TR), David Peterson (TV), Kate Carter (TV),  
Carol Cockcroft (A), Catherine Hasler (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mombasa (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Calendar of Saints: Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest, 1880

Pray for: Grays North (St John the Evangelist) Clergy: Clive Russell (V). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Marilyn Going.

Pray for: The Diocese of Monmouth (The Church in Wales)

Pray for: The Diocese of Montana (The Episcopal Church)

September

Tue 6

Wed 7

Thu 8

Fri 9

Mon 5

Sat 10

A weekend break to unite and inspire  
a new movement in Southend!
In July, over 250 adults and children 
booked a weekend away organised to  
unite and inspire an emerging group of 
churches that have formed as a result 
of the Church of England’s Strategic 
Development Funding in the city of 
Southend. Starting in September 2019,  
St Michael’s Westcliff put together a team 
of 50 to revitalise St John’s Southend,  
who have then brought together a further  
20 people to help support and grow  
their neighbouring parish, Christ Church  
in March this year. 

All three churches resourced the weekend 
gathering on the Belchamps Scout activity 
site in Hockley.  

A large group camped over the two nights 
whilst others came and went to enjoy the 
gathered times of eating, activities and 
worship. The group was joined by Wole 
Agbaje (a London based church planter) 
and Rob Hudson (from St Peter’s Harold 
Wood) who provided the main teaching 
content for the weekend in the wonderful 

‘Campfire Chapel’ (pictured above). 

There were children and youth programs 
all weekend, late night worship, ‘miracle 
workouts’ at 7.30am, non-stop tea, coffee, 
toast and wide-open times for people 
to get to know each other better in the 
glorious sunshine!

Reverend Mike Walker, Vicar at St John’s 
Southend, said: “It was a wonderful time of 
encouragement and drawing near to the 
Lord. Some came who wouldn’t otherwise 
come to church, many of us found deeper 
fellowship with one another, still others are 
now exploring new ministry opportunities 
back in the parishes as a result.  
We were thrilled to witness the Spirit 
of God amongst us and hope it might 
encourage others.”

You can see photos and highlight reels 
from the weekend on Facebook: 
@stmichaelswestcliff 
@stjsouthend  
@christchurchsouthend

Please pray for the parishes of St Michael’s Westcliff, St John’s Southend 
and Christ Church Southend, that their fellowship continues to flourish 
and is an encouragement to others. 
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Today is Education Sunday
Lord God, we thank you for the education we have received from teachers 
and schools, from colleges, academies and universities, from parents and 
friends. Help us to support those who work in education, especially with 
the difficulties they have faced over the past few years.  We appreciate the 
important job that they do in shaping the future of our world and remember 
them in our prayers.

Pray for: The Church of Bangladesh

Pray for: Orsett (St Giles and All Saints) with Bulphan (St Mary the Virgin) 
and Horndon-on-the-Hill (St Peter & St Paul) 
Clergy: Sue Mann (V), Max Blake (AC), Mojisola Jaiyesimi (A).

Orsett School: Mrs G. Smith (HT).

Bulphan School: Ellie Taylor (HT).

Horndon-on-the-Hill School: Debbie Bradley (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Montreal (The Anglican Church of Canada)

Calendar of Saints: John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople,  
Teacher of the Faith, 407

Pray for: Stanford-le-Hope (St Margaret) w Mucking (St John the Baptist)
Clergy: Tom Rout (PIC).

Pray for: The Diocese of Moosonee (The Anglican Church of Canada)

Calendar of Saints: HOLY CROSS DAY

Pray for: Stifford (St Mary and St Cedd) Clergy: Vacancy (R).

Pray for: The Diocese of Moray, Ross & Caithness  
(The Scottish Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258

Pray for: Tilbury Docks (St John the Baptist) Clergy: Tim Codling (V).

Pray for: The Diocese of Port Moresby  
(The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea)

Tue 13

Wed 14

Thu 15

Mon 12

Sun 11

September

Celebrating our new Deacons & Priests 
Our new Deacons will be ordained by the 
Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, 
Bishop of Chelmsford at services held  
at Chelmsford Cathedral on Sunday  
11 September.

There will be three services throughout 
the day, all of which will be livestreamed by 
the Cathedral so that people can join in the 
celebrations online. 

We will be introducing our new Deacons 
on our social media channels in the 
run up to the ordination services. 
Search @chelmsdio on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram with the hashtag 
#ChelmsdioNewRevs. 

You can read the stories of some of our 
ordinands in this edition of We Pray. 

On page 8, we introduce you to Sam and 
Belinda, who are mother and son and being 
ordained together, and on page 30, is Ella’s 
ordination story. 

You can also find out more about our 
27 new Deacons and our ordination 
services on our website:  
chelmsford.anglican.org/ordinations. 

Services will take place on 1 October in 
parish churches across our diocese to 
celebrate our new priests, who will be 
ordained to the priesthood by our  
Area Bishops.

Caption: A photograph from last year’s Ordination of Deacons at Chelmsford Cathedral 

Please pray for all our new deacons as they prepare for ordination and to 
begin their new ministry in parishes across our diocese. Pray too for all 
our new priests as they prepare for a new stage in their ministry.
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Calendar of Saints: Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts,  
c.432 Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, 1882

Pray for: The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live  
and work in the Deanery of Thurrock.

Pray for: The Diocese of Morobo (The Province of the Episcopal Church  
of South Sudan)

Calendar of Saints: Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179

Pray for: The Diocese of Morogoro (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Peacemaking Sunday (Wednesday is the UN International Day of Peace): 
O God, who would fold both heaven and earth in a single peace: let the 
design of thy great love lighten upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows: 
and give peace to thy Church, peace among nations, peace in our dwellings, 
and peace in our hearts: through thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
(Church of England website)
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in the Religious Society of Friends.

Pray for: Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil

Calendar of Saints: Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690

Pray for: The Deanery of Rochford 
Area Dean: Nick Rowan. Lay Chair: Lynda Edmunds. 
Assistant Area Dean: Gary Edwards.

Pray for: The Diocese of Mpumalanga  
(The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Calendar of Saints: John Coleridge Patteson, First Bishop of Melanesia, 
and his Companions, Martyrs, 1871

Pray for: Ashingdon (St Andrew) w South Fambridge (All Saints),  
Canewdon (St Nicholas) and Paglesham (St Peter) 
Clergy: Ernie Guest (PIC), Gary Edwards (A), Hayley Rogers (A).

Canewdon CE Primary School: Sam Willis (Exec. HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mpwapwa (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Mon 19

Tue 20

Fri 16

Sat 17

Sun 18

September

Belinda Kerins and Sam Lees are mother 
and son from Colchester who will both be 
ordained by the Right Reverend Dr Guli 
Francis-Dehqani on 11 September. Belinda 
will serve at Colchester New Town and  
The Hythe and Sam will serve at  
Colchester, St Andrew.  

Sam heard the call to ordination first, he 
says he was trying very hard to ignore it 
whilst travelling around as a Christian Rap 
artist, trying to be all “cool and moody” as 
he puts it. However, all the other musicians 
he met along the way were telling him they 
saw him as a pastor or a figure in ministry, 
much to his annoyance. Sam clung on to his 
chosen path for as long as possible as it had 
more credibility in his eyes. Then the calls to 
a ministerial path and specifically ordained 
ministry started coming from closer to home 
too, people at church started sharing similar 

visions for his life, and when Mum started 
saying it too, he thought he better start 
listening!

When Belinda suggested to Sam that he 
should be a priest, she had no idea that she 
might be being called to the same path. 
She remembers thinking proudly “aren’t 
you lucky, to have this anointing on your 
life”, little did she know that a month or two 
after Sam went to the Bishop’s Advisory 
Panel - the panel that recommends people 
for ordination training - Belinda’s incumbent 
would pull her aside for a conversation that 
encouraged her to think about her own 
calling.  Almost exactly a year after Sam 
started ordination training, Belinda followed. 
Having chosen 3 and 2-year pathways 
respectively, Belinda and Sam are now 
going to be ordained at the same service 
this September.

Inspired by this story? Find out more about Ministry in the Church of England 
by visiting chelmsford.anglican.org/vocations. 

Mother and son on the path 
to ordination together 
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Calendar of Saints: MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

Pray for: Hawkwell (St Mary and Emmanuel) 
Clergy: Nick Rowan (R), Stephen Finch (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mthatha (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Pray for: Hockley (St Peter & St Paul) 
Clergy: Stephanie Stroebel (Lead Minister).

Pray for: The Diocese of Muhabura (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Pray for: Rawreth (St Nicholas) Clergy: Richard Jordan (PIC),  
Elizabeth Jordan (AC), Jacqueline Turner (AC), Brenda Wallace (AC). 

Rawreth School: Sam Willis (Exec. HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mukono (The Church of the Province of Uganda))

Pray for: The Diocese of Multan (The [United] Church pf Pakistan)

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Give thanks for the work and ministries of our hospices who bring comfort 
and relief to patients and families in times of physical and spiritual need and 
stress. Pray for all hospice chaplains. 

Pray for: The Anglican Church of Burundi

Calendar of Saints: Wilson Carlile, founder of the Church Army, 1942

Pray for: Rayleigh Team Ministry (Holy Trinity, St Michael, Grovewood 
Church) Clergy: Glen Mansfield (TR), Vacancy (TV), Tracy Nutter (AC).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mumbai (The [United] Church of North India)

Calendar of Saints: Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Congregation of the 
Mission (Lazarists), 1660

Pray for: The Roach Parishes TM: Rochford (St Andrew) and Sutton 
(All Saints) w Shopland (St Andrew); Barling Magna (All Saints) w Little 
Wakering (St Mary the Virgin); Great Wakering (St Nicholas); and Foulness 
Clergy: Kim Lepley (R), Sharon Guest (TV), Sue Mills (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mumias (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Thu 22

Fri 23

Sat 24

Sun 25

Mon 26

Wed 21

September

Tue 27

This harvest I had the opportunity to stand 
on a field-margin as a combine harvester 
worked its way across the field. I watched 
as the ears of wheat yielded their grains 
of treasure. I felt huge waves of relief and 
thankfulness that this crop of wheat had 
made it to harvest!

UK farming is fragile at the moment. The 
resources that supported this crop had 
been costly: the price of fertiliser trebled 
and red-diesel doubled this year. Rainfall 
had been minimal and on the previous 
day, a neighbouring farmer lost 40 acres 
of prime wheat in a field-fire. This is 
treasured wheat, nurtured and grown with 
commitment and care, to sustain life in 
those who feed on it.

But the political situation in the Baltic ports 
serves as a powerful reminder that treasure 
can be hoarded and misused. 

As I write, much of the grain of the 2021 
Ukrainian harvest, destined for global aid 
projects, remains blockaded in Baltic ports. 
Capacity to store the grain of the 2022 
Ukrainian harvest is severely compromised.

Those of us who treasure the love of Jesus 
in our hearts, know that the value of the 
treasure increases many-fold  when it’s 
shared with others. 

This harvest, we pray with thankfulness 
that our harvest has come to fruition in a 
season of economic and climatic fragility. 
We also pray for renewed commitment and 
conviction that the treasures of harvest 
will be given safe passage to be shared 
throughout the world.

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls 
Rural Adviser and Agricultural Chaplain

Harvest 2022
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Ember Day

Pray for: Stambridge (St Mary and All Saints) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mundri 
(The Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan)

Calendar of Saints: MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Pray for: Rettendon (All Saints) and Hullbridge (St Thomas of Canterbury) 
Clergy: Richard Jordan (PIC), Elizabeth Jordan (AC), Brenda Wallace (AC),

Jacqueline Turner (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of Mundu  
(The Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan)

Calendar of Saints: Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures,  
Teacher of the Faith, 420

Ember Day

Pray for: All retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in 
the Deanery of Rochford.

Pray for: The Diocese of Murang’a South  (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Thu 29

Fri 30

Wed 28

September

Our Communities for Ukrainians Support 
Team co-ordinator, the Revd Canon Andy 
Griffiths, provides an update.

“As I write this, we now have 47 guests on 
the ground in Essex and East London, or with 
flights booked to come here. There are some 
waiting for visas – one family’s applications 
are taking frustratingly long and we’re writing 
to MPs, Ministers and others to try and 
move them forward. Two of our guests have 
already left to return to Ukraine. 

“Some of those in the “first wave” of 
refugees we welcomed are already in 
work, and already volunteering to make a 
difference in their communities. 

“We never push guests to tell their stories, 
but the stories have emerged anyway – of 
families who lived in underground carparks, 
of people who spent weeks hiding behind 
enemy lines, of children who have witnessed 
violence that returns to them in nightmares. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, there are cases of 
depression among our guests. 

“Social Hubs are doing a fantastic job of 
gathering hosts and guests together. One 
of these is St John’s Church, Moulsham in 
Chelmsford. On Wednesday 24 August - 
Ukrainian Independence Day and 6 months 
to the day since Russia invaded - St John’s 
hosted a Service for Peace in Ukraine. At the 
service Anastasiia, a Christian from Ukraine 
who arrived as a guest just recently, and I 
co-preached. There was a scratch choir of 
Ukrainian guests.

“Before the service some of our Ukrainian 
guests were selling food and crafts and 
playing games and quizzes to fundraise for 
the Red Cross Ukrainian Appeal.”

For more information, including the 
locations of our hosting and social hubs visit 
chelmsford.anglican.org/communities-for-
ukrainians. 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine, for those who had to 
flee the country. Pray for peace and for all those affected by the war. 

Communities for Ukrainians update
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Visitors to Chelmsford Cathedral this 
autumn will be able to experience an 
astronaut’s view of the world when the 
stunning ‘Gaia’ artwork comes to Essex for 
the first time.

Measuring six metres in diameter and 
created from 120dpi detailed NASA imagery 
of the Earth’s surface, ‘Gaia’ provides 
the opportunity to see the planet in its 
entirety as it slowly revolves in the nave 
of Chelmsford Cathedral, accompanied by 
a surround-sound composition by BAFTA 

award winning composer Dan Jones.

‘Gaia’ is hosted by Chelmsford Cathedral 
and will open to the public on 12th October 
and every day until Sunday 30th October. 

It has been brought to the city with the  
support of Essex County Council’s Climate 
Action Fund and Anglia Ruskin University 
who will feature Gaia as part of their first 
annual Chelmsford Science Festival. 

Gaia will be open for visitors during the day 
and on selected evenings. During this time

Experience the world as never before!
Visit Gaia at Chelmsford Cathedral this October.

local environmental and eco organisations 
have been invited to provide interactive 
displays to encourage us to think about 
ways to protect our planet. 

In addition, visitors will be able to enjoy live 
music, talks and an evening of yoga against 
the spectacular backdrop of Gaia. 

There will also be lots of opportunity for 
children to enjoy Gaia especially at ARU’s 
Family Science Day on 15th October and 
fun half-term arts and crafts activities from 
24th – 28th October. 

Looking forward to welcoming the Gaia 
installation in the autumn, the Dean of 
Chelmsford, the Very Revd Nicholas 
Henshall commented: “This is a very 

exciting project for Chelmsford – for the 
Cathedral, the city and the county. The 
Cathedral is a remarkable space and will 
enable everyone to experience Gaia close 
up in a very powerful way. And whilst there 
will be events and regular worship during 
Gaia, we really want people simply to share 
in the stillness of this special place during 
this unique installation.”

Keith Baggs, Chief Operating Officer, 
Chelmsford Cathedral, added: “We’re 
delighted to announce this carefully 
curated programme which we hope will 
allow everyone to enjoy this wonderful art 
installation. As a Gold Eco Church award 
holder, Gaia is a unique opportunity for 
Chelmsford Cathedral to invite the public 
to reflect on the important part each one  
of us can play to protect the planet.”

As Chelmsford Cathedral expects to 
welcome a large number of visitors during 
Gaia’s installation, they will be offering 
timed-entry tickets. Entry during the day is 
free and there is a small charge to visit in 
the evening when Gaia will be beautifully 
illuminated and the Cathedral 
lit by candlelight. 

Tickets to special events will be limited and 
organisers advise early booking. All tickets 
can be booked from Thursday 1 September 
via the Chelmsford Cathedral website,  
www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/gaia.

Gaia 2019 - Belfast

Please pray for all those who will 
visit Chelmsford Cathedral during 
the Gaia installation and the 
Cathedral team including all the 
Gaia volunteers who will welcome 
visitors and support the events.  
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Calendar of Saints: Remegius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 
533 Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1885

Ember Day

Pray for: The Diocese of the Murray (The Anglican Church of Australia)

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Animal Welfare Sunday:  Pray for all charities involved in the care and 
protection of our animals, and for veterinary surgeons and all who work for 
the welfare of animals.

PRAY for The Anglican Church of Canada

Calendar of Saints: George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Ecumenist, 
Peacemaker, 1958

Pray for: COLCHESTER EPISCOPAL AREA 
Roger Morris, Area Bishop; Ruth Patten, Archdeacon of Colchester;  
Robin King, Archdeacon of Stansted. 
Chaplains: Sarah Batts-Neale, Essex University; Matthew Ling, Linda Peall 
and Hilary Platts, East Suffolk & North Essex NHS Foundation Trust;  
Terry Walker, St Helena Hospice.

Pray for: The Diocese of Muyinga(The Anglican Church of Burundi)

Calendar of Saints: Francis of Assisi, Friar, Deacon,  
Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226

Pray for: The Deanery of Witham 
Area Dean: Simon Garwood. Lay Chair: Mike Robinson. 
Assistant Area Dean: Anne-Marie Renshaw.

Pray for: The Diocese of Myitkyina (The Church of the Province of Myanmar)

Pray for: West Mersea (St Peter and St Paul) w East Mersea (St Edmund), 
Peldon (St Mary Vn), Great & Little Wigborough St Stephen & St Nicholas 
Clergy: Jude Bevan (PIC). Licensed Lay Minister: Anne Owen.

Pray for: The Diocese of Nagput (The [United] Church of North India) 

Mon 3

Tue 4

Wed 5

Sat 1

Sun 2

October

Please pray for Archdeacon Elizabeth as she prepares for her retirement.

The Venerable Elizabeth Snowden has 
announced her retirement after serving as 
the Archdeacon of Chelmsford since 2016.

Commenting on the announcement, 
Archdeacon Elizabeth said: “I felt very 
privileged to sense a call and be appointed 
to serve in this diocese as an archdeacon. 
Despite the many challenges, I have  
valued the support, encouragement and 
friendship I have received.

“The last couple of years however, have 
been challenging for my family and I need 
to step back from my role in order to give 
them more support.

“Back in 2016 in my early days in the 
Diocese this verse was given to me: 
‘The boundary lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 
inheritance.’ This reflects my experience, 
for which I give thanks.”

The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt Revd 
Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani has thanked 
Archdeacon Elizabeth for her service  
to the Diocese. “I want to thank Elizabeth 
for her tremendous contribution as 
Archdeacon of Chelmsford. 

“She has been a great servant to the 
parishes and people of her archdeaconry, 
where she will be missed. She has also 
supported and served people across our 
wider diocese in a variety of roles. 

“In particular, I want to thank her for her 
contribution as Chair of the Diocesan 
Environment Group through which she 
has helped many church communities put 
caring for God’s creation at the heart of 
their mission. She has also helped set our 
diocese on a path towards achieving net 
zero carbon emissions by 2030. 

“There are many other groups and people 
that Elizabeth has served, supported 
and worked with who will miss her 
greatly, including all of us on the Bishop’s 
Leadership Team. I look forward to 
gathering for a service in October so we 
can give thanks for Elizabeth’s contribution 
to the life of our diocese and pray for 
her as she starts her retirement.”

Read the announcement in full at 
chelmsford.anglican.org/news. 
Elizabeth’s farewell service will take  
place at Chelmsford Cathedral on  
Sunday 2 October at 5pm. 

Archdeacon Elizabeth 
announces her 
retirement 
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Calendar of Saints: William Tyndale, Translator of the Scriptures, 
Reformation Martyr, 1536

Pray for: Fingringhoe (St Andrew) w East Donyland [or Rowhedge] (St 
Lawrence), Abberton (St Andrew) w Langenhoe (St Mary) 
Clergy: Terry Walker (Lead Minister).  

Fingringhoe School: Hannah Coyle (HT).

Rowhedge St Lawrence School: Kerry Malcolm (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nairobi (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Pray for: Hatfield Peverel (St Andrew) w Ulting (All Saints) 
Clergy: Stephen Northfield (V). Reader: Charles Cope.

St Andrew’s Junior School: Rebecca Black (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nakuru (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Pray for: The Diocese of George (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Pray for the work of the Leprosy Mission.  Remember, too, the people of 
those countries where leprosy is still a major problem today.

Pray for: The Church of the Province of Central Africa

Calendar of Saints: Paulinus, Bishop of York, Missionary, 644
Thomas Traherne, Poet, Spiritual Writer,1674

Pray for: Kelvedon (St Mary the Virgin) and Feering (All Saints) 
Clergy: Simon Garwood (AD, PIC), Natasha McMichael (A).

Kelvedon St Mary’s Primary Academy: Mike Walsh (HT).

Feering School: Bridgette Gough (Executive HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Namibia (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Thu 6

Fri 7

Sat 8

Sun 9

October

Mon 10

The Malachi Project in Ilford is a temporary 
‘pop-up’ hostel of modular units to 
house homeless people while they make 
informed decisions about their futures. It is 
managed by the Salvation Army in Ilford, in 
partnership with Citizens UK; the Diocese 
of Chelmsford is a strategic partner.

This has led to another project in the 
Southend area where a set of six flatpack 
homes have been installed in Leigh to 
help homeless people in their transition 
from a previous life on the streets to more 
settled housing. The homes were gifted to 
Southend Council by The Hill Group, and 
the Salvation Army in Southend has joined 
with Citizens UK to set up a partnership of 
other faith organisations and homelessness 
charities to deliver the project. 

The residents moved in during June and 
they will receive support and training. 
The Revd Andy Griffiths, from Chelmsford 
Diocese and a core team member for 
Citizens UK said: “We’re excited to see this 
development, which is a classic example 
of what is possible when a local citizens 
alliance works in partnership with the 
council and the charitable sector. 

“The Salvation Army is taking the lead, 
but other churches such as the nearby 
LifeStreams benefice have a stake in 
the project via the Diocese’s strategic 
partnership and by building real 
relationships.”

Sunday 9 October is Homeless Sunday. A prayer for the day: 

Please pray today for all women and men, who are homeless this day. 
For all these people, we pray that you will provide shelter, security and 
hope. We pray that those of us with warm houses are not lulled into 
complacency and forgetfulness. (Prayer adapted from Housing Justice). 

‘Pop-up’ hostels provide homes 
for the homeless  
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Calendar of Saints: Ethelburga, Abbess of Barking, 675
James the Deacon, companion of Paulinus, 7th century

Pray for: The Benefice of the Blackwater: Great Totham (St Peter) w Little 
Totham (All Saints) and Goldhanger (St Peter), Tollesbury (St Mary Vn), 
Salcott Virley (St Mary Vn), Tolleshunt D’Arcy (St Nicholas), and Tolleshunt 
Major (St Nicholas) Clergy: Tracey Caswell (PIC), Sarah Clare (AC), Sue 
Godsmark (AC), Andrew Vince (A). Reader: Tim Whitfield.

Tolleshunt D’Arcy St Nicholas School: Louise Eastbrook (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Namirembe  
(The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Calendar of Saints: Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709
Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, 1845 Edith Cavell, Nurse, 1915

Pray for: Wickham Bishops (St Bartholomew) w Little Braxted (St Nicolas) 
Clergy: Hilary Le Sève (PIC).

Pray for: The Missionary Diocese of Nampula  
(The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Calendar of Saints: Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066

Pray for: Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry:   Tolleshunt Knights  
(All Saints) w Tiptree (St Luke), Great Braxted (All Saints), Layer-de-la-Haye 
(St John the Baptist), Layer Breton (St Mary the Virgin) w Birch (St Peter), 
Layer Marney (St Mary the Virgin), Copford (St Michael), Easthorpe  
(St Mary), Messing (All Saints) and Inworth (All Saints) 
Clergy: Anne-Marie Renshaw (TR), Vacancy (TV), Liz Barnes (AC). 
Reader: Harold Toms. 

Tiptree St Luke’s School: Martin Moriarty (HT).

Layer de la Haye School: Donna Gaffney (HT).

Birch School: Kate Moore (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nandyal (The [United] Church of South India)

Tue 11

Wed 12

Thu 13

October

“Prior to joining the museum in 2020 I had a 
multi-stranded career as a fashion designer, 
academic, artist and curator. My creative 
practice beyond the fashion industry 
explored the relationship between fashion, 
culture and race. The public lectures, 
artworks and exhibitions that I created were 
motivated by a desire to call into being 
a society in which there is freedom from 
the stereotypes that bind us - a society of 
possibilities, creativity, and collaboration; 
one founded on inclusion. These sentiments 
now underpin my work at the V&A.

“I was brought into the museum to extend 
the holdings of fashion and textile artefacts 
to include those by African and African 
diaspora creatives and to curate the 
recently opened Africa Fashion exhibition, 
which will run until mid-April 2023 before 
touring internationally. As a world leading 
museum of art, design and performance, we 
have a voice that is almost always heard. 
I am keen to use that voice responsibly 
to showcase the richness and diversity of 
African histories and cultures through the 
many stories that can be told from objects.

“Many years ago, during the closing prayers 
of the weekly home group meeting that I 
attended at St Mary’s, the group leader felt 
that he had these words from Micah 6:8 
for me: 

And what does the LORD require of you? 
 To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God.

“These words now make sense. Acting 
justly and loving mercy is made manifest in 
working together with colleagues to bring 
into being a V&A of the future, one that has 
equitable practices woven into the fabric 
of its being, one that acknowledges our 
colonial past whilst tackling racial injustices 
then and now. Walking humbly with God 
takes the form of prayer, contemplation, 
seeking out moments of stillness in a busy 
week. It often takes the form of a literal walk 
– often through the halls at the museum. 
This is something that I treasure. The early 
morning sun shining through the stained-
glass windows is a wonderful metaphor for 
the power of prayer and a reminder of the 
potential for creativity to transform lives, 
including my own.”

Christine Checinska: 
Everyday faith 
Creativity, spirituality and prayer have 
been constant features in the life of Dr 
Christine Checinska who attends St Mary’s, 
Walthamstow. Here, Christine explains how 
they are intricately woven together in her 
role as the Victoria and Albert Museum’s 
inaugural Senior Curator of Africa and 
Diaspora Textiles and Fashion.
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Pray for: Witham and Villages Team Ministry: Witham (St Nicolas),  
Rivenhall (St Mary & All Saints) and Silver End (St Francis), Fairstead  
(St Mary & St Peter), Terling (All Saints), White Notley (St Etheldreda),  
and Faulkbourne (St Germanus) Clergy: Jonathan Pritchard (TR),  
Vacancy (TV), Susan Malam (AC), Christine Newmarch (AC).

Witham Howbridge Junior School (Academy): Lisa Dale (HT).

Rivenhall School: Rebecca More (HT).

Terling School: Sarah Meares (HT).

White Notley School: Ruth Baugh (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nasik (The [United] Church of North India)

Calendar of Saints: Teresa of Avila, Teacher of the Faith, 1582

Pray for: The Diocese of Nasir (The Province of the Episcopal Church of 
South Sudan)

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Please pray for the work of the Dean and Chapter in their daily work of the 
administration of the Cathedral.

Pray for: Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America

Calendar of Saints: Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c.107

Pray for: The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live 
and work in the Deanery of Witham.

Pray for: The Diocese of Natal (The Anglican Church of Southern Africa)

Calendar of Saints: LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Pray for: The Deanery of Hinckford 
Area Dean: Kate de Bourcier.  Lay Chair: Brian Vidler. 

Pray for: The Area Mission in Navajoland (The Episcopal Church)

Tue 18

Mon 17

Sun 16

Fri 14

Sat 15

October

Seven churches in the Diocese of Chelmsford were recognised at the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee (DAC) Design Awards which took place in August. 

The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, the Bishop of Chelmsford presented 
parishes with their certificates alongside the Chairman of the DAC, Mr Malcolm 
Woods. Those recognised were:

DAC Awards celebrate excellence 
in design and craftsmanship

Highly commended 

St Mary’s Church Maldon 
Installation of a new organ and gallery.

St Mary’s Church, Little Parndon 
New gateway into the churchyard  
and overthrow.

St Bartholomew’s Church, Wickham 
Bishops - Repainting of the chancel ceiling.

The Church of St John the Baptist, Epping 
New St Francis stained glass window in 
the north chancel chapel. 

Commended

St Alban’s Church, Westcliff  
Conversion of north porch into an 
accessible toilet and provision of 
kitchenette and servery facilities  
in the north aisle.

The Church of St Peter and St Paul,  
Grays - New St Paul Window.

St Mary’s Church, Wivenhoe 
New extension to the church building.

Malcolm commented: “It was a pleasure 
to be on the judging panel and assist with 
the presentation of this year’s Design 
Awards which are recognition for the 
great work that parishes are doing to 
enhance the churches in their care in so 
many imaginative ways. The awards are an 
opportunity to showcase fantastic designs 
and give thanks for all our parishes do 
in caring for and maintaining our church 

buildings so that they are preserved for 
generations to come.” 

The awards celebrate excellence in design 
and craftsmanship and encourage the 
commissioning of individual designs. 

For more details of those recognised in 
2022, and for details of the next design 
awards to be held in 2024, visit 
chelmsford.anglican.org/the-dac.
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Calendar of Saints: Henry Martyn, Translator of the Scriptures,  
Missionary in India and Persia, 1812

Pray for: North Hinkford Team Ministry: Alphamstone (St Barnabas), 
Belchamp Otten (St Ethelbert & All Saints), Belchamp St Paul (St Andrew), 
Belchamp Walter (St Mary), Bulmer (St Andrew), Foxearth (St Peter & St Paul), 
Great & Little Henny (St Mary), Lamarsh (Holy Innocents), Liston and Borley, 
Middleton (All Saints), Ovington (St Mary), Pentlow (St Gregory & St George), 
Twinstead (St John Evangelist) and Wickham St Paul (All Saints) 
Clergy: Gillian Morgan (TR), Claire Wilkinson (TV), Katherine Sale (A).

Bulmer St Andrew’s School: Jinnie Nichols (HT).

Belchamp St Paul’s School: Danielle O’Connell (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Ndokwa 
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Pray for: The United Benefice of Great Tey (St Barnabas) w Little Tey  
(St James the Less), Wakes Colne (All Saints) & Chappel (St Barnabas) 
Clergy: Ian Scott-Thompson (PIC). 

Great Tey School: Lucy Overton (HT).

Chappel School: Julie Ingram (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nebbi (The Church of the Province of Uganda)

Pray for: Halstead Area Team Ministry: Colne Engaine (St Andrew),  
Earls Colne (St Andrew), Gosfield (St Catherine), Greenstead Green  
(St James), Halstead (St Andrew w Holy Trinity), White Colne (St Andrew), 
Gestingthorpe (St Mary Vn), Great Maplestead (St Giles),  
Little Maplestead (St John the Baptist), Pebmarsh (St John the Baptist)  
Clergy: Katie de Bourcier (PIC), Mark Payne (TV), Beverley Vincent (TV),  
Jo Parrott (A), Sharon Quilter (A).

Colne Engaine School: Samantha Dunne (HT). 

Halstead St Andrew’s School:  Bridgette Gough (Exec. HT).

Great Maplestead St Giles School: Jinnie Nichols (Exec. HT).

Pebmarsh St John’s School: Susie Price (HT).

Halstead Holy Trinity School: Sarah Rowe (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nebraska (The Episcopal Church)

Wed 19

Thu 20

Fri 21

October

The Revd Richard Attew, Priest-in-Charge of St. Mary’s, Great Parndon and St. Peter’s, 
Roydon, recently participated in a charity abseil to raise funds to create a sensory learning 
garden and allotment at his children’s school - St. James’ in Harlow. He descended 110 feet 
from Church Langley Water Tower, overlooking the M11.

Richard said:  “It was an exhilarating experience, 
with wonderful views across Harlow and the 
surrounding villages. Thanks to very generous 
donations from family, friends, colleagues,  
and the congregants of St. Mary’s and  
St. Peter’s, a magnificent £1,000 was raised! 

The St. James’ School community are delighted.”

Abseil for St. James’ School, Harlow
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Pray for: The Diocese of Nelson (The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,  
New Zealand and Polynesia)

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (BIBLE SUNDAY)
Lord, help us to grow in faith, hope and love as we spend time with you and 
your Word this coming week.  Help us also to support others as they grow 
in their faith.

Pray for: The Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo

Pray for: Two Rivers Benefice: Ridgewell (St Laurence), Ashen (St Augustine 
of Canterbury), Birdbrook (St Augustine of Canterbury), Sturmer (St Mary), 
Steeple Bumpstead (St Mary the Virgin) and Helions Bumpstead (St Andrew)
Clergy: Jonathan Lowe (V), Susan Cruse (AC), Theresa Lowe (A).  
Licensed Lay Minister: Stephen Norris.

Ridgewell School: Kirsty Stuart (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nevada (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: Crispin and Crispinian, Martyrs at Rome, c.287

Pray for: The Hedinghams and Upper Colne: Great Yeldham (St Andrew), 
Little Yeldham (St John the Baptist), Stambourne (St Peter & St Thomas), 
Tilbury-juxta-Clare (St Margaret), Toppesfield (St Margaret),  
Sible Hedingham (St Peter) and Castle Hedingham (St Nicholas) 
Clergy: Liz Paxton (R), Michael Bursell (AC), Justin Tomkins (AC),  
Caroline Brown (A). Licensed Lay Ministers: Dave Brown, Garry Paxton.

Great Yeldham St Andrew’s School: Emma Flin (HT).

Toppesfield St Margaret’s School: Stephanie Newland (HT).

St Peter’s School, Sible Hedingham: Nick Hancock (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of New Busa  
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Tue 25

October

Sun 23

Mon 24

Sat 22

The church decided to host a ‘Come and 
See’ event where stalls were set up in the 
church so that visitors could tour around 
and find out about different church groups 
and activities and how they contribute to 
church life and the local community. St 
Peter’s Church of England Primary School 
also had a stall and were represented by 
the Head Teacher. 

Visitors were invited to join groups or get 
involved in activities or to support them in 
other ways including financially.

The day began with a parish breakfast.  
The doors of the church were then flung 
open and the first thing people did was 
wander around the stalls.  A little later, 
there was a celebration of the Eucharist 
before people returned for further 
conversations at the stalls.

The morning was a great success with 
people attending from across the local 
community, to see the important work  
that the church undertakes and in some 
cases to offer to get involved or make  
their own contribution.

St Peter’s Parish Giving Officer, Neil 
Hornsby said: “We had a great response to 
our ‘Come and See….’ initiative and were 
delighted by how many people attended 
and showed an interest in the work that the 
church does in the community. 

“We also had many people offering to 
support this work and the life of the  
church going forward.” 

The Vicar of St Peter’s the Revd Jane 
Bradbury said: “Over the course of many 
months, this project developed a life all 
its own, and morphed from being a fairly 
straightforward Stewardship Sunday 
service into something that actively 
engaged so many people in a way that  
was well outside the comfort zone of  
most of us!  

We ‘came and saw’ in different ways: 
sharing breakfast, sharing the activities 
that come under the umbrella of St Peter’s, 
and sharing our faith and our worship with 
people who, quite literally, came to see…!”

Come and See…  
at St Peter’s  
South Weald

Please pray for the parish of St Peter’s South Weald, the leadership team 
and all those who visit and worship there. Pray that their innovative 
stewardship work enables the church to continue to build strong 
relationships with the local community. 

St Peter’s had an innovative approach  
to their Stewardship Sunday which has 
helped them to engage with and build 
relationships in their local community.
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Calendar of Saints: Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons,  
Scholar, 899 Cedd, Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of the East Saxons, 664

Pray for: The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live  
and work in the Deanery of Hinckford.

Pray for: The Diocese of New Guinea Islands  
(The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea)

Pray for: The Deanery of Braintree
Area Dean: Rod Reid. Lay Chair: John Turton

Pray for: The Diocese of New Hampshire (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES

Pray for: Black Notley (St Peter and St Paul), The Church in Great Notley,  
and Rayne (All Saints) Clergy: Rachel Prior (R), Roman Kukiewicz (A).

Pray for: The Diocese of New Jersey (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial 
Africa, Martyr in Uganda, 1885

Pray for: The Diocese of New Westminster (The Anglican Church of Canada)

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (OR ALL SAINTS’ DAY)
Pray for the ministry of all those who work with young people,  
remembering especially the Diocesan Area Youth Advisers and  
St Mark’s College and all who work there.  

Pray for: Iglesia Anglicana de Chile 

Calendar of Saints: Martin Luther, Reformer, 1546

Pray for: Bocking (St Mary the Virgin) and Panfield (St Mary and St 
Christopher) Clergy: Rod Reid (R).

Bocking (St Peter) Clergy: Richard Chand (PIC).

Pray for: The Diocese of New York (The Episcopal Church)

Sat 29

Sun 30

Mon 31

Wed 26

Thu 27

Fri 28

October

The Coronavirus Pandemic has 
undoubtedly changed the way people 
work. Hybrid working is now common in a 
lot of workplaces resulting in fewer people 
commuting to work every day.  

St Andrew’s Church, South Shoebury 
on the Essex coast, at the end of the 
commuter line into London, has found a 
way to adapt to this changing world by 
offering a church service which fits 
around these new working patterns. 

The Revd Louise Williams, Rector at  
St Andrew’s Church has created a new 
20-minute service on Fridays at 1.15pm 
targeted specifically at those who have 
switched to working from home and want 
spiritual refreshment in their lunch break.

The ‘Be Still’ service offers a space for 
reflection, quiet and music.  

Louise says: “We decided to host our 
new Friday lunchtime service to connect 
with people and their change in working 
routines. The aim was to create a time in 
the day where people, particularly those 
who are working from home, can come to 
God and feel spiritually refreshed. It’s a 
chance to be still: 20 minutes of peace with 
Bible readings, prayers and music…and not 
a screen in sight! A time to escape work for 
a short while to focus on God.

“Numbers are modest - some people come 
every week, others just occasionally but it 
has become a greatly valued oasis for all 
who attend.”

Please pray for the parish of South Shoebury, the leadership team and 
all those who visit and worship there. Pray that the ‘Be Still’ service 
continues to grow, providing spiritual nourishment for all who attend.

Be Still in South Shoebury
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Ella is one of our new deacons who will be 
ordained by Bishop Guli on 11 September. 
Throughout her journey to ordination, 
Ella has had the support of her family, 
especially her mother, Revd Sue Hurley, 
and grandmother, Revd June Knight, who 
are also clergy in the Church of England.  

Ella will serve in the Saffron Walden Team 
Ministry. Ella tells us more about her 
calling: “To speak about my own calling,  
I really have to talk about my Mum’s story 
too. Interestingly, Mum’s calling began 
before my grandmother’s - something we 
have in common is that we both felt the 
beginning of a calling when we were 19. 

“For Mum, she sensed this was to be a 
future calling, not least because women 
were yet to be admitted to the priesthood. 
But this meant that for my entire childhood, 
I knew and witnessed 

her calling developing. When she was 
finally ordained in 2016, it was the 
culmination of a lifetime’s preparing. 

“With Grandma being ordained just before 
I was born, I grew up witnessing the joys, 
and also trials, of a life in service to the 
Church. It’s fair to say that, as a teenager, 
whilst I sensed a growing draw towards 
preaching and church leadership, ordained 
priesthood all seemed like a lot of work, 
and I rather thought I’d give it a miss! 

“At my Mother’s deaconing, following 
torrential rain, the newly ordained 
candidates exited the cathedral to find 
themselves standing under a stunning 
rainbow. 

“A little later, the then Bishop, now 
Archbishop Stephen Cotterell, saw my 
Grandmother and Mother both in their dog 

Ella follows in the footsteps of her 
mother and grandmother

collars and he put his arm around  
me, boldly joking that ‘He’d ordain me 
next’. The strong-willed 19-year-old I  
was promptly replied ‘not a chance,  
not unless God calls me’. 

“God clearly has a sense of humour.  
Barely a month later at a Christian 
conference, a stranger approached me, 
saying they felt God had given them a 
message for me: “You’re going to stand 
under that rainbow too”. 

“Thinking back to the deacons at my 
Mother’s ordination, I knew immediately 
that this referred to my own ordination. 
I felt my heart strangely and powerfully 
changed. God’s calling on my life  
had begun. 

“My family have been incredible champions 
of my journey to ordination, encouraging 
me through the trials and celebrating  
the victories.

“I couldn’t have a wiser mentor or friend 
than my Mum, who I know is always ready 
to share her wisdom, sermon ideas and 
many a good theological discussion over  
a cup of tea or even a large gin!” 

Ella’s mum, the Revd Sue Hurley, Priest in 
Charge of The Pilgrim Parishes a group five 
churches near Great Dunmow, adds: “I am 
delighted that Ella has had the courage to 
follow her calling and lay down her life in 
Christian service; no easy thing in today’s 
increasingly secular culture. 

“It is fabulous that more younger women 
are coming forward for ordination but after 
28 years, there is still work to be done in 
supporting priests who are juggling family 
commitments.

“I am tremendously encouraged to see the 
calibre of many of our younger ordinands; 
they offer real hope for the future of The 
Church of England!”

Ella’s grandmother, the Revd June  
Knight, a retired priest but on the team at  
St. Michael’s Bishops Stortford in St Alban’s 
Diocese, adds: “Like my daughter and 
granddaughter, I also felt my calling 
in childhood. 

“Being amongst the first females to be 
priested, I never dreamt I would have 
the blessing of seeing a daughter and 
granddaughter follow me into the ministry.  

“I wish Ella and all the ordinands God’s 
blessing as they follow their calling”

Read more about our ordinations on page 6.

Inspired by this story?  
Find out more about Ministry in 
 the Church of England by visiting   
chelmsford.anglican.org/vocations. 
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Calendar of Saints: ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Pray for: Braintree (St Michael) 
Clergy: Nigel Adams (PIC). LLM: John Turton. Reader: Roger Cooke.

Braintree St Michael’s School: Andrew Cumpstey (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Central New York (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
(ALL SOULS’ DAY)

Pray for: Coggeshall (St Peter ad Vincula) w Marks Hall (St Nicholas’ Chapel) 
Clergy: Heike Prentice (V), Katharine King (AC), Melanie Shillito (A).  
Licensed Lay Minister: Brian Meads.

Coggeshall St Peter’s School: Alison Cole (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Western New York (The Episcopal Church)

Calendar of Saints: Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist,  
Teacher of the Faith, 1600 Martin of Porres, Friar, 1639

Pray for: Finchingfield (St John the Baptist) w Cornish Hall End  
(St John the Evangelist) and Wethersfield (St Mary Magdalen) w Shalford  
(St Andrew) Clergy: Alex Shannon (V). Reader: Sarah Pilgrim.

Wethersfield School: Caroline Shingleton (HT).

Finchingfield School: Melissa Raymond (Head of School).

Pray for: The Diocese of Newaloa (The Anglican Church of Tanzania)

Pray for: Cressing (All Saints) w Stisted (All Saints) and Bradwell-juxta-
Coggeshall (Holy Trinity) and Pattiswick (St Mary the Virgin) 
Clergy: Heike Prentice (PIC), Katharine King (AC). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Brian Meads. 

Stisted Primary Academy: Martin Hawrylak (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Newark (The Episcopal Church)

Pray for: The Diocese of Newcastle [in Australia]  
(The Anglican Church of Australia)

Wed 2

Thu 3

November
Tue 1

Fri 4

Sat 5

Autumn is the season of remembrance, In November churches will mark all Soul’s Day 
(2 November) – a time when we remember loved ones who have passed away and 
Remembrance Sunday (13 November) – a time to remember those who have given 
their lives in war and we pray for peace.

A prayer of commemoration for the fallen

Father of all, remember your holy promise, 
and look with love on all your people, living 
and departed.

On this day we especially ask that you 
would hold forever all who have suffered 
during war, those who returned scarred 
by warfare, those who waited anxiously at 
home, and those who returned wounded, 
and disillusioned;

those who mourned, and those communities 
that were diminished and suffered loss.

Remember too those who acted with kindly 
compassion, those who bravely risked their 
own lives for their comrades, and those who 
in the aftermath of war, worked tirelessly for 
a more peaceful world.

And as you remember them,  
remember us, O Lord;  
grant us peace in our time and a longing  
for the day when people of every language, 
race, and nation will be brought into the  
unity of Christ’s kingdom.

This we ask in the name of the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

All Souls’ Day Prayer 

Everlasting God,  
our maker and redeemer,  
grant us, with all the faithful departed,  
the sure benefits of your Son’s saving 
passion and glorious resurrection, 
that, in the last day, when you  
gather up all things in Christ,  
we may with them enjoy the  
fullness of your promises.

Through Jesus Christ, your Son,  
our Lord, who is alive and  
reigns with you, in the unity  
of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever  
Amen.

Visit achurchnearyou.com to find 
the details of your local church 
marking All Soul’s Day and 
Remembrance Sunday.

Prayers from The Church of England

Remembrance
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THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
Pray for all those men and women who work in the emergency services 
providing 24 hour care and protection, both in front line and behind the 
scenes. Pray, too, for their chaplains. 

Pray for: The Church of England

Calendar of Saints: Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739

Pray for: Braintree (St Paul) Clergy: Richard Chand (PIC).

The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Braintree.

Pray for: The Diocese of Newcastle [in the United Kingdom]  
(The Church of England)

Calendar of Saints: The Saints and Martyrs of England

Pray for: The Deanery of Colchester 
Area Dean: Erwin Lammens. Lay Chair: Roger Ennals. 

Pray for: The Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador  
(The Anglican Church of Canada)

Calendar of Saints: Margery Kempe, Mystic, c.1440

Pray for: Marks Tey (St Andrew) and Aldham (St Margaret & St Catherine)  
Clergy: Ian Scott-Thompson (PIC).

Marks Tey St Andrew’s School: Sam Wilding (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Central Newfoundland  
(The Anglican Church of Canada)

Calendar of Saints: Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome,  
Teacher of the Faith, 461

Pray for: Berechurch (St Margaret w St Michael) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

Pray for: The Diocese of Western Newfoundland  
(The Anglican Church of Canada)

Thu 10

Wed 9

November

Tue 8

Mon 7

Sun 6

In July, five young people were 
commissioned in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford’s first ever Growing Young 
Leaders [Younger Stream] Commissioning 
Service. The service, led by the Right 
Reverend Roger Morris, the Bishop of 
Colchester, took place at St Peter and  
St Paul, Black Notley. 

The young people had recently completed 
a two-part course, specifically designed 
for those aged 8 to 13, which focused on 
leadership skills, discipleship and ministry. 

Diocese of Chelmsford Youth Adviser, 
Charley Day, said: “They were an amazing 
group of young people who completed  
the course. 

“It was brilliant for their family and friends 
to gather and celebrate at the service 
where they were commissioned by  
Bishop Roger. 

“Thank you to Aston, Charlotte, Clement, 
Jemima and William for taking part and the 
team who helped to run this course!”

If your church would be interested in being 
involved in a Growing Young Leaders 
[Younger Stream] course, or you know a 
young person who would like to take part in 
the future, please get in touch with Charley 
by email - cday@chelmsford.anglican.org.

Please pray for the young people who completed the Growing Young 
Leaders [Younger Stream] course - Aston, Charlotte, Clement,  
Jemima and William - as they continue serving God.

Growing Young Leaders [Younger 
Stream] Commissioning Service
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Calendar of Saints: Martin, Bishop of Tours, c.397

Pray for: Greenstead w Colchester St Anne TM: Colchester (St Anne), 
Colchester (St Andrew), Colchester (St Matthew) Clergy: Vacancy (PIC), 
Philip Howlett (AC), Susannah Howlett (Pioneer TV), Sara Batts-Neale (AC), 
Sam Lees (A)

Colchester Parsons Heath School: Claire Newson (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Ngbo (The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Pray for: The Diocese of Niagra (The Anglican Church of Canada)

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY)
Ever-living God, We remember those whom you have gathered from the 
storm of war into the peace of your presence; may that same peace calm our 
fears, bring justice to all peoples and establish harmony among the nations, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. A prayer from the Church of England.

Pray for: Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui

Calendar of Saints: Samuel Seabury, first Anglican Bishop in North 
America, 1796

Pray for: Colchester (St Barnabas Old Heath) Clergy: Vacancy (V).

Pray for: The Diocese of Niassa (The Anglican Church of Soutnern Africa)

Pray for: Langham (St Mary the Virgin) w Boxted (St Peter)  
Clergy: Heather Wilcox (PIC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister),  
Hannah Cooper (AC), Ray Gibbs (AC), Hazel Greenland (AC),  
Paul Mann (AC), Anne Mason (A). Reader: Denise Hobday.

Boxted St Peter’s School: Ellie Jaggs (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nicaragua (The Iglesia Anglicana de la Region 
Central de America) 

Calendar of Saints: Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Philanthropist, Reformer, 
1093 Edmund Rich of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1240  

Pray for: Colchester (St James and St Paul) Clergy: James McCluskey (R). 

St James School: Belynda Fellowes (HT). 

Pray for: The Diocese of Niger Delta North 
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Mon 14

Tue 15

Wed 16

November

Fri 11

Sat 12

Sun 13

In August, the new Chelmsford Diocese 
Parish Share Scheme was rolled out 
following an extensive consultation that 
started in Autumn last year and involved 
more than 500 people across the Diocese. 

Each year, each parish is asked to make a 
parish share contribution. That contribution 
helps fund the training, housing and 
stipends of our ministers and the services 
that support them and their local parishes. 

The Diocesan Parish Share Consultation 
provided a clear sense of direction for the 
new scheme which has a number of key 
features:

- Mutual Support – the consultation was 
clear that our parish share scheme should 
encourage mutual support between 
parishes in our diocese so that those who 
are better able to contribute, can support 
those in need.

- A focus on resourcing and supporting 
local parish ministry. Our new parish 
share scheme reaffirms our commitment to 
relentlessly supporting local parish ministry.

- Journeying well together – the new 
scheme has a particular focus on our 
relationships with each other. 

In particular, the scheme enables parishes 
to support each other and share resources 
across boundaries within their deaneries. 

Parish Share website
You can find out more about the new  
parish share scheme on our website at  
chelmsford.anglican.org/parish-
share-2023

Please pray for our diocesan family as together, we collectively resource 
and support ministry across our parishes and worshipping communities 
during these challenging economic times. 

New Parish Share Scheme for 2023
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Calendar of Saints: Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200

Pray for: Colchester (St John the Evangelist) Clergy: Andy Sachs (PIC).  
Licensed Lay Minister: Martin Roscoe.

Colchester St John’s School: Craig Twin (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of the Niger Delta 
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Calendar of Saints: Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, 
Philanthropist, 1231

Pray for: Colchester (Christ Church) w (St Mary at the Walls) 
Clergy: Vacancy (R). Licensed Lay Ministers: Clive Joyce, Sara Humphreys.

Pray for: The Diocese of Niger Delta West  
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Calendar of Saints: Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680 
Mechtild, Béguine of Magdeburg, Mystic, 1280

Pray for: The Diocese on the Niger  
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

CHRIST THE KING (SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT)
O loving Lord, be near us at this time of worship. Open our ears to hear your 
voice; our eyes to behold your glory; our hearts to receive your grace; our lips 
to show forth your praise; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our King and Saviour.

Pray for: The Church of the Province of the India Ocean

Pray for: Colchester New Town and the Hythe (St Stephen, St Leonard, 
St Mary Magdalene) Clergy: Lorraine Badger-Watts (R), Sara Batts-Neale 
(AC), Daniel Cant (A). Belinda Kerins (A) Reader: Andrew King.

Kendall School: Clare French (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Niger West  
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Thu 17

November

Fri 18

Sun 20

Sat 19

Mon 21

Beccy Gregerson from St John’s Church in 
Colchester had a clear God-given vision 
to provide church for families with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

To bring this vision to life, Beccy teamed 
up with Pioneer Minister, the Revd Sarah 
Hayward. Sarah ministers on a new 
housing development – Kingswood Heath 
in Colchester – where she has met and got 
to know a number of families with children 
with SEND. 

Kaleidoscope was born! The first session 
took place in June at St John’s, it was 
kept deliberately kept small to ensure it 
wasn’t overwhelming for those attending. 
The team set up a sensory room with a 
black-out tent, bubble lamp and soft play. A 
different space was used for unstructured 
play and the main hall was set up with 
tables representing each day of Creation 
with activities to explore the story. 

Revd Sarah Hayward explains more: 
“After an hour of playing and crafting, 
Beccy pulled us together for a visual 
demonstration of the Creation Story. 

“The children added in the things they had 
made or explored including torches and 
soil and had a lovely time recognising God 
as the author of Creation. We finished with 
a simple prayer. 

“I was delighted that two out of the three 
families I invited came along and enjoyed 
the experience. One mum told me how 
her children loved the sensory space. She 
said they felt safe and comfortable, which 
increased their confidence when speaking 
to new people. 

“Kaleidoscope will run once a month. We 
hope to welcome SEND families and be a 
non-judgemental space where they can 
come and feel free to be themselves.”

Please pray for Beccy and her team planning future sessions. Thank you, 
Jesus, for your heart of love to see every person as unique, special and 
invited with a place in your presence.  Amen

Kaleidoscope SEND church at  
St John’s Colchester 
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Calendar of Saints: Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, c.230

Pray for: Colchester (St Luke) Clergy: Hannah Cooper (PIC), Ray Gibbs (AC), 
Hazel Greenland (AC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister), Paul Mann (AC), 
Lisselle Clarke-Moisley (A), Anne Mason (A). Licensed Lay Ministers: Diana 
Benge-Abbott, Hugh Thomas.

Pray for: The Diocese of Nike 
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Calendar of Saints: Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100

Pray for: Colchester (St Peter and St Botolph) Clergy: Mark Wallace (Lead 
Minister). Reader: Duncan Breckels.

Fordham (All Saints) w Eight Ash Green (All Saints) Clergy: Francis Blight (R).

Fordham All Saints School: Julie Ingram (Exec. HT).

Holy Trinity School Eight Ash Green and Aldham: Ceri Daniels (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nimule  
(The Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan)

Pray for: Stanway (St Albright w St Andrew’s Church Centre) Clergy: Tony 
Bushell (PIC), Anna Davis (A), Christopher Willis (A). Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Clement Arde-Acquah, Morag Bushell.

Pray for: The Diocese of Nnewi 
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Calendar of Saints: Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th Century
Isaac Watts, Hymn Writer, 1748

Pray for: West Bergholt (St Mary the Virgin) and Great Horkesley (All Saints, 
St John) Clergy: Heather Wilcox (PIC), Hannah Cooper (AC), Ray Gibbs (AC), 
Hazel Greenland (AC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister), Paul Mann (AC), 
Anne Mason (A). Licensed Lay Minister: Liz Dixon. Readers: Sandra Baker.

Heathlands School, West Bergholt: Joseph Fielder (HT).

The Bishop William Ward School, Great Horkesley: Toby Bull (HT).

Pray for: The Diocese of Norwich (The Church of England)

November

Wed 23

Tue 22

Fri 25

Thu 24

The Studio
The Studio project is based at Saint 
Cedd’s, one of the Lifestreams Churches in 
Westcliff-on-sea. It was established during 
the latter part of the pandemic and aims to 
connect with local people. 

It’s advertised through the local NextDoor 
app - an app which helps to connect 
neighbours and build community - using 
the strapline ‘connect online...meet in 
person” to encourage people to venture 
out in a safe environment to share 
refreshments or take part in activities in 
and around the church.

The Revd Colin Baldwin, Priest-in-Charge 
at Saint Cedd’s explains more about 
the project: “The Studio bridges a gap 
between television programming and the 
internet, making it real for people picking 
up on local, national and global issues. 

“We have tackled various subjects and 
interviewed various people including 
someone living with a stroke, another with 
terminal cancer, parents with children with 
autism, local Councillors and a Rabbi. 

“We have loads of ideas and plan for a 
‘Loose Women’ type session based on the 
ITV show. We don’t quite know where God 
will lead us, but we are excited to see the 
connections being made.”

The Studio is usually presented live 
on Thursdays at 1:30pm, broadcast on 
Facebook live and YouTube  - search for 
‘LifeStreamsUK’ on these platforms. 

The team consists of new part-time 
community worker, Liz, Digital Lead, Joe 
backed up by volunteer Dave and the 
clergy team at Lifestreams.

Please pray for the Lifestreams Team and those working on The Studio 
project, pray that The Studio continues to build connections with those 
in the local community and the church. 
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Pray for: The Diocese of Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island 
(The Anglican Church of Canada)

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
“Keep us, O Lord, while we tarry on this earth, in a serious seeking after  
thee, and in an affectionate walking with thee, every day of our lives; that  
when thou comest, we may be found not hiding our talent, nor serving the 
flesh, nor yet asleep with our lamp unfurnished, but waiting and longing for 
our Lord, our glorious King, for ever and ever.” Richard Baxter (1615-91)

Pray for: The Nippon Sei Ko Kai

Pray for: Lexden (St Leonard) Clergy: Matthew Simpkins (PIC), Jacquie 
Messinger (A), Maggie Whiteman (A).

Myland (St Michael) Clergy: Ray Gibbs (PIC), Hannah Cooper (AC), Hazel 
Greenland (AC), Paul Mann (AC).

Pray for: The Diocese of Nsukka  
(The Church of Nigeria [Anglican Communion])

Calendar of Saints: DAY OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING FOR 
THE MISSIONARY WORK OF THE CHURCH

Pray for: Wormingford (St Andrew) and Mount Bures (St John)  
w Little Horkesley 

(St Peter and St Paul) Clergy: Heather Wilcox (PIC), Hannah Cooper (AC),  
Ray Gibbs (AC), Hazel Greenland (AC), Sarah Hayward (Pioneer Minister), 
Paul Mann (AC). 

Pray for: The Diocese of Nyahururu (The Anglican Church of Kenya)

Calendar of Saints: ANDREW THE APOSTLE

Pray for: Shrub End (All Saints w St Cedd) Clergy: Vacancy (V), Chris Smith (A).

Wivenhoe (St Mary) Clergy: Erwin Lammens (AD, R), Sara Batts-Neale (AC). 
Reader: Glyn Stanway.

The retired Clergy, Readers and Lay Ministers who live and work in the 
Deanery of Colchester.

Pray for: The Diocese of Nyamiel  
(The Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan)

Mon 28

Tue 29

Wed 30

Sun 27

Sat 26

November

Drink deeply 
Live abundantly

Follow the Diocesan House of Retreat on social media or visit 

our new website to get the latest information about upcoming 

retreats and events.

 @RetreatHousePleshey

 @RetreatPleshey

www.retreathousepleshey.com
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NOTES: 

Where parochial links are known to exist the names of overseas workers are placed immediately 

after the appropriate parish. Further information concerning overseas dioceses, including the 

names of bishops, is contained in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, available on their website  

www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer.aspx 

ABBREVIATIONS: 

A Assistant Clergy; AAD Assistant Area Dean; AC Associate Priest/Minister; AD Area Dean; 

AM Assistant Minister, AR Associate Rector; AV Associate Vicar; AYO Area Youth Officer, BMO 

Bishop’s Mission Order; BP Bishop; CA Church Army; CIC Curate in Charge; CHP Chaplain; EVN 

Evangelist; HT Head Teacher; LLM Licensed Lay Minister; MCD Minister of Conventional District; 

MIC Minister in Charge; PEV Provincial Episcopal Visitor; PIC Priest in Charge; PP Public Preacher; 

R Rector; RD Rural Dean; Rdes Rector designate; RDR Reader; PTO Permission to Officiate; RES 

Residentiary Canon; Sr Sister, TM Team Ministry; TR Team Rector; TV Team Vicar; V Vicar; Vdes 

Vicar designate; WDN Warden. 

 Follow our daily prayers on Twitter @chelmsdio #chelmsdio_cop and on our website 

 www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray. 

The contribution of Mrs Jenny Robinson to compiling the prayers in WEPRAY is 

gratefully acknowledged.

CONTACT:

To contact us about the distribution of or items for WEPRAY, please email 

wepray@chelmsford.anglican.org. To have WEPRAY delivered to your inbox, sign up to our 

e-bulletin at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/media/e-bulletins. 

Investment for the Church of England. Supporting communities, touching lives. www.ccla.co.uk

Sponsored by:


