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Hello! Today I invite you to join me in exploring the significance of the Transfiguration of Jesus on 

this particular Sunday, as we get ourselves ready for Ash Wednesday and the journey through Lent. 

 

But first, let me acknowledge that today is also St Valentine’s day when we celebrate the gift of love. 

There will be so many different reactions to Valentine’s Day this year, but beyond the cards and 

chocolates, I hope that you will know how much you are loved by God and that, even with the 

restrictions of lockdown, you will be able to share signs of love and hope with others. 

 

Back to the Transfiguration. Mark introduces his account with the words “Six days later”. He seems 

to be signalling that this episode fits in a particular way with what has gone before. So, let’s look 

back to the previous chapter when Jesus takes his disciples north to Caesarea Philippi to the place 

where the River Jordan has its source. It is here that Jesus asks the questions “Who do people say 

that I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?”. In response, Peter makes that great declaration “You 

are the Messiah”.  

 

He was exactly right, but his understanding then of what being Messiah meant was exactly wrong.  

Peter just could not understand or accept it when Jesus said he must endure suffering and death 

before resurrection. And, more than that, this journey that Jesus will take is also the journey he calls 

his disciples to take – “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me”. 

 

And while the disciples ponder what that really means, Jesus takes just 3 of his closest followers up a 

mountain. As we know, God often met key people on mountain tops. Indeed, God met both Moses 

and Elijah on Mount Sinai in clouds, with tablets of stone and a still small voice. But this wasn’t 

Mount Sinai because the purpose was different. This encounter was not about starting but about 

handing on. Moses led God’s people to freedom but handed on his leadership before entering the 

promised land. Elijah handed on his prophetic ministry to Elijah. And here, God is confirming Jesus 

earlier words that his ministry is to become his disciples’ ministry. And so, the cloud fell and they 

heard God speaking “This is my son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 

 

We can easily relate to Peter, James and John when they first saw Moses and Elijah with Jesus. Of 

course they wanted to commemorate the event. Why wouldn’t it be good to build houses that could 

be a place of pilgrimage? But the point was not about celebrating great leaders of the past but 

coming to the realisation that the call, the commission, the mantle was passing to them. They were 
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to take centre-stage in the mission of God on earth. I think that’s one reason why no one can be 

certain which particular mountain they were standing on. 

 

Today, we are called to stop and to listen. We don’t need to find a high mountain in order to listen 

to God, which is just as well in this part of God’s world! Wherever we are and whatever our altitude, 

God eternally confirms that Jesus “is my son, the Beloved; listen to him!” And having listened, we 

are to follow. 

 

As we begin our Lenten journey this year, let’s open ourselves to listen to God’s call on our lives and 

the particular and specific ways he calls us to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow him. 

 

There are two things that we can be sure of:  

 

First, part of every Christian’s calling is to share the Good News.  Every disciple has the responsibility 

to pass on the message and help to form new disciples. So let’s pause and pray for those to whom 

we must pass the baton of faith. 

 

And second, no matter how demanding the journey, Easter is coming. Resurrection, not suffering, 

has the last word and so we are called journey on together in love, faith and hope.  Amen. 

 

 


