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Home and family are very much part of the Christmas package. Even those who belong to 

no church celebrate Christmas as a family festival. 

 

And the first Sunday after Christmas is generally celebrated as the Feast of the Holy Family. 

The Holy Family led a normal life where the parents treated Jesus as any parents would 

treat a child in those times. Verse 16 says, “So they went with haste, and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.”  It was all so ordinary.  

 

The shepherds knew they had found the right place; it looked so ordinary. But out on the 

hills the shepherds had heard an extraordinary tale, of a Saviour-Messiah born that night, 

and they had even seen and heard a heavenly choir singing. But as that moment had gone, 

there was just a baby in a manger. Mary and Joseph feel nervous like any all new parents. 

Sooner they will realise that the life of this baby is in danger. It is all too ordinary!  But 

behind the ordinariness, what depths of magic and marvel! 

 

‘Heaven in ordinary’ said George Herbert, describing prayer. These shepherds would know 

what he meant. It is interesting to notice that the heavenly choir sang only out there on the 

hills, not in the town where everybody would hear. This Saviour comes not with huge 

fanfares, but with the testimony of a group of ordinary shepherds. For us, too, heaven lies in 

the ordinary.  

 

But Joseph and Mary know something of the hidden story. They know that Joseph had no 

part in this birth, and this is a special work of God. Yet they are also possibly looking for 

clarity. They will surely remember an angel appearing to them with a message about nine 

months ago, but then there was a silence. God had asked Mary to bear this child but when 

the time came, there was no divine glamour and glitz. They were even away from their own 

home, at the mercy of someone who kindly offered their manger for Mary’s childbirth. And 

God seems to have embraced silence. 

 

Once the baby was born, Mary and Joseph carries on caring for the baby like every other 

Jewish parents would do. This baby is seen here as fully human, born of a woman, 

circumcised on the eight day and brought under the authority of the law. He is an ordinary 

Jewish baby. 

 

May and Joseph would have wanted some reassurance or guidance from the angel who 

brought them a message from God nine months ago.  

 

God does send an angel but not to Mary and Joseph. Instead some shepherds on the hillside 

way outside the city had a visit from an angel. These shepherds had no intention to seek 

God; they wouldn’t actually be considered religious or pious. No one would normally believe 
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a story told by shepherds yet Mary and Joseph probably took comfort from it. May and 

Joseph needed to discover that God’s silence did not amount to God’s absence.  

 

Joseph and Mary had to hold together what they knew and what they did not know, the 

miraculous and the ordinary, the divine and the human. This gospel episode reminds us that 

we live an earthly life where the divine is manifested in ordinary ways in ordinary situations. 

 

But how do we navigate through these times of ambiguity and uncertainty?  Verse 19 says, 

“Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” In order to treasure, you 

need to find something that is worthy of keeping. Mary obviously found some words, or 

signs that were worthy to treasure. We need to be attentive and discerning in whatever 

circumstances we find ourselves in. Storing up or treasuring is only part of our discipline in 

times like these. Mary also ‘pondered them’ in her heart.  Questioning, analysing, reflecting 

and contemplating should become part of spiritual discipline as we try to make sense of our 

circumstances and life.  

 

We are familiar with the nativity story and its wider context. But the characters in the story 

certainly did not know how it would all work out. They only had their faith to help them put 

together the pieces of a divine jigsaw in front of them.  Very often our own lives are a 

collection of such pieces – some promises, some word of clarity, some answers to prayer, 

some words of instruction and some signs from God alongside our ambiguities and 

uncertainties. The moments of clarity can be rare, and unanswered questions and 

uncertainties might be in great supply. But in our treasuring and pondering, we can make 

space to let the Christian story unfold for us. Then we will find that the divine is very much 

in the ordinary, in our ordinary lives. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


